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PREFACE. 


jA-'Cojipleat collection of the WTitings of the late 
Dr. Samuel Johnson was desired by the publick with an 
ardour almost equal to tlic high opinion which was en- 
tertained of his talents and his morals. The London 
Booksellers undertook, in conjunction with the de- 
ceased’s executors, to gratify this desire with an alacri- 
ty, which proceeded from a copviction how much their 
own interest would be promoted by punctual com- 
pliance. 

But, from whatever cause, the present edition of the 
works of that great writer and illustrious moralist, does 
not comprehend his Parliamentary Debates, which, 
every competent judge must allow, exhibit a memor- 
able specimen of the extent and promptitude of his fa- 
culties. These Debates, as the infclljgent have for 
some time known, and as the world is now authentie- 
ally told by the present historian of his life, were ori- 
ginally compiled for the Gentleman’s Magazine. And 
these. Orations, whieh have induced learned foreigners 
to compare British with ancient eloquence, were hast- 
ily sketched by Johnson, while he was not yet thirty- 
two, while he was little acquainted w ith life, while he 
was struggling, not for distinction, but existence. 
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PREFACE. 


The illuminations of Johnson’s Oratory %vcrc how 
■over obscured by tlie jargon, Avhicii Cave thought it 
prudent to adopt, in order to avoid Parlioincntary in- 
dignation. It is at length safe to substitute the real 
.for the fictitious speakers. The present Editor tiiought 
it a duty he owed to the Author and the Reader, to lay 
aside the barbarous terms, whicli liud been contrived as 
much by the vanity as the caution of Cave, tiiat the 
finest sense might conspicuously appear in the most 
brilliant language. As these Debates a))pearfid origin- 
all}’’ without any regard to chronological order, it v'a.s 
deemed respectful to the publick to n^store, this order, 
according to the dates when the real Debates actually 
happened ; beginning w'ith the first of Johnson’s on the 
. l£)tb of November 1/40, and ending with his last, on 
.the 23d of February 1742-3. That this hcghming and 
this end to the Parliamentary cfiiisions of this success- 
ful rival of ancient Orators iiavc been properly adjust- 
ed, might be determined from the superiority of style 
to the speeches of Guthrie and Hawkes worth, tiie,pre- 
. cursor and follower of Johnson in this departmept of 
; compilation, if Sir John Hawkins had not fixed the 
•?dates fi’om the diary of the friend, to whose memory he 
^ohas paid a proper tribute, by doing justice to his virtues 
and his failings. - - . , , 

j", Tt js undoubtedly true, that the Parliamentary mo- 
• tionsVwhichiare contained in^the following sheets, were 
‘n>ad3,'-and that they, were supported and opposed jby 
.the afiSi^ned speakers : fipt, it must be acknowledged, 
that did not give so.niuch wiiat -tfiey^ .respect- 



TREtACE. 
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ivCly said, aa what Cacll oQghl to hare said. Tliese X)e^ 
batls,"' then, tnay be considered aa so 'many distinct 
dtamis, in whicll, 6n extraordinary occasions of pubiicli 
'e*p 0 ctatid(i, known ibhdractors of 'considerable conse- 
'^UCnce were brought forward to act tlieir’partiCnlar 
\parta. As dramas, these 'Debates base received a joat 
toulogy by the renlark of competent judges, /ioie easy zV 
"liras to'assign to eaery speaker hh proper speech without 
■t Immoing the name. As dramas, they may be perused 
-by the old, who read for amusement rather than in- 
'struCtiOn. ' * 11 ., 

. '1 • ’ (I ,f, 

'^ 'As Parliamentary Debates, tliese r'olumes may-ibc 
” Regarded as still more ilscful : for, like tlic Orations of 
•■Ciddro and Demosthenes, they ought to be studied 'by 
^tlie'British 'youth' as specimens of 'splendid cloquonbe, 
■^neWdas '"-afgumcht,' add ' >Parlinmbntclyy" decorum. 
*Tlibugh''few ifn 'hope to Hval’ JollnSOn’g ipcrfo'rm- 
''dhees, CvCrj^ jOuth,' whO' from' hij birth 'Oriifortuno 
■’expifets to sit ih ’Parliament,' ought to aim] by itudi- 
’'’diTs peCuSal Ct 'Johnson’s perfections in oratory'and 
“''Masoning. ’ And these 'TOlumei maylibc usefully lio- 
^'spected’by evCry publick man for'-felicitics of exptos- 
'"''IfoA, ‘foV thd structure' of Sentences^ happy at once for 
point, dignity, and elegance. - 'In,' ^ ' 1 u, 

‘''Peir’bf the''cdllectiotis S)f' Pailiamcntary Debates 
' canlie j'ustl^ rc|kfded’as' tOuCh'trtorc ttuthentiok than 
'^Johnson’s Ofatiohk.’ 'hThc ihfosfdhcietit hte pi dbably 
'Hhfetdostaulhentlck. ' D'Etrfcs’s Joiirnulk Of Elizabeth’s 
Parliaments," as they contain tHO Oldesf* Parliamentary 





assuredly tiie tnost curious. ' ^The first 
volumd of the' 'Commons’- joiirnals contains' several: ifn-;: 
pdrtant’ ©ebates iduring the interesting period from thei 
acCessidh of Jaiiies'f., till the cessation of Parliaments: 
under his unha^py ’sonV' The authcntick Debates of the: 
Sessions 62 1 were published dn 1 7b6, from a member’s ' 
manuscript.^ :The ^ collections of Rushwprlh contain- 
many of the T^arliamenlai^ Debates during the civil, 
war's: ^-To these -follow Gray’s DebateSj which are still 
nibre-authentick. Blit, as to those various collections, : 
whiph profess to give the Parliamentary Debates,' dur-. 
ing that disputatious period from the Restoration to 
late times, they can be deemed of little more authority 
than.i'the’ subjoined' speeches of Johnson. , . ' v 


■ Tt:WaS!‘the;:Revolution which finally unshackled the 
•preSS; '- 'Butfit was i still criminal, at least dangerous, tOi’ 
publish Parliamentary proceedings without Parliament- ' 
afy57permi5sion.:: '-During JCing dVilliam’s' reign: thed 
ne-wspapers a sometimes gave a detached speech' of : a .c 
particular -Speaker^'- 'who ' v/ished, by contributing.' the j. 
oCftiihesj itO'gratify^ his vanity,' or: secure his seati:: :;b : ::' 


■ISSiU. 


■ -Tt w‘as- in\tbe factious timeS,^ 'v.'hich immediately sue- e 
ccededp fvhen 'PMiamentaiy Debates were first, distri-nT 
buted'' through 'the- land in ' monthly pamphlets ;i' ■ ■Then 'It 
itH^asTMtiBbyer’s- -’zeal j fhe P6lltical:State^: r. 

This wa¥bu'ccee'ded>'sbri the- acGessibn bf George- 
the Histoincal llegistci's, ■ which'^rviei^'” published ..by^bb: 
berer men, and may be supposed therefore to contain 
more satisfactory information. 
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The Gentleman’s Magazine soon after furnished the 
publick with still more finished Debates, which were 
first compiled by Guthrie, then by Johnson, and after-; 
wards by Hawkesworth. . The success of jtlus fap 
famed miscellany prompted many competitors for pub- 
lick favour, who all found an interest in propagating 
what the people read, however contrary to Parliament- 
ary resolves. And these resolves have at' length silent- 
ly given way to the spirit of the people, who, as they 
enjoy the right of instructing their representatives, seem 
to have established the privilege of knowing what their, 
representatives say. ' t ' - i - u 

"'ri r ‘ ' ki II ' r,l 

That the publick, then, might not be doprivednof 
writings, thus worthy of their author, or excluded from 
the easy perusal of Parliamentary Orations, thus amus- 
ing and instructive, the two following volumes were, 
published. ^And, they are given to the world in la, 
form so convenient, tlrat they may either be considered r 
as a proper Supplement to tire ATorks of Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, at the same time published by the London , 
Booksellers, or regarded merely as the Parliamentaryo 
Debates of that celebrated Orator, at the most inter- 
esting period in our history.,, Actuated, by, these fair 
motives, the Editor humbly, submits these volumes 'to , 
the reader, trusting to his candour for that favourable , 
reception, which well-meant endeavours to instruct and,, 
please may always expect from a publick,, at once intP 
telligent, refined, and generous. < 

' 1 C.. rw r,' i, , (j 

London, 

March 1st, 1787. 



• ../".-..Some jGfentlemen,' for whose taste and discern- 
ment the Editor has a high respect, Iiaving observed, 
that the barbarous jargon, which had been employed 
by the vanity or caution of tlie Editor of the Gentle- 
man’s Magazine, was mentioned too generally in the 
foregoing Preface, and that the Lilliputian terms, 
which once obstructed the reader's progi’ess, would 
now gratify his curiosity, the Editor has subjoined-the 
fictitious names of persons and places with the real 
ones, as they occur in the Debates of that miscellany. 
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The List offetilious Terms used hy Cave h dh^ise the real 
Names that occur in his Debates, 


A. 

Abingdon, Lord - Adonbing or 
Flcfdraim 

AmVrtw-, Captain - Amibrrso 

Arc}5cr - Arcch 

^igylc, Duke of - Agryl 

Arthur • Arulh 

Anne - Nuna 

'Aston • Anola 

A)lcsford, Lord - Aljrfrop 


Baitimon:, I>jrd * Bhtironw 
jBamard, Sir John • Brananl 
Barrington • Bjrronglan 
Bath/Earl of - Bnht 
Bathurst, Lord - Brusbth 
Bedford, Duke of - BcWort 
Bcrkclcj, Lord -Bcrtiky 
Bishop • riaincn 
Bbden, >Ir. • Bledna 
Boollc, Jfr. - Butul 
Bowles, Mr. - BctvIos 
Bristol, X/ird - Bro*lit 
Bromley, Mr. - Bormlyc 
Bfo^^l, Mr. - Brewon or Buron 
Burleigli - Brulcigli 
Burrell, Mr, • Bcrrull 

C. 

Camphtll • Campobcll 
Cnrcw, Mr. «■ Cbwer 
Carlisle, Earl of - Carsilel 
Carteret, X/)rd - tjuadrert 
Caslres, Mons. * Calislrelis 
Cavendish - Canderish 
Charles - Chorlo 


QjcstrrCeld, Earl of - Castroflcl 
CliolmondeJcy, Earl of-ShoImlug 
Churchill - ClinichurcU 
ClirilrrbucV, Mr, - Qucketbutt 
Cock-s - Cfxek 
Coke, Mr. - 
Cooke - Cocko 
Cooper, - Qtjcpur 
Cori)ct, Mr. - Croicb 
Cornwall, Mr. * ChrntroU 
Cromxvcll - Clcwmro 

n 

I)ant^ • Banlnni 
Pvntfrs • I>nujcT« 

Pclawarr, I,onl - Detarlar ‘ 
Devonshire, Duke of • Doven- 
thirc 

Wgby-Dlbgy 
Drake, Mr. • Drkra 

E. 

Earle, Mr. - Eral 
Edmund - Eimlond 
EtlwanJ • Eddraw 
Elizabeth - Ezili 
Erskine, Mr. - Eserkln 
Eugene, lYincc - Eunege 

r. 

Ealconbcrg, Ix)rJ • Flacnobrug 
Enlkland - Oakland 
ran«haw, Mr. - rnshnatr 
Fazakerly - rakatcriy 
Tcnnick, Mr. - Rawcek 
Ferrol - Fcrlor 
Fox, Mr. - Fcaiix 


THE LIST OF ricrn rious tliims 


\ 

Francis - Farncis or Friscan 
G. 

Gage, Lonl - Gega 
George - GorgciUi 
Gil)bon, Mr. - Gibnob 
Gloucester, Duke of - Glu'^trr 
Gntlolj)bin, D)nl - Goljibiiulo 
Gore - Goro 
Gower, Lord - Gewor 
Grenville, Mr. - Git'villcn 
Gybbon, Mr. - Gybnob 

II. 

Halinuc, Lord - Ilaxil.vf 
Haddock, Admiral - Ilockadd 
Ilandnsyd, Mr. - Hasandyd 
Ilardingc, Mr. - Iladringe 
Hardwick, Lord - Hicknul 
Harrington - Hargrinlon 
Hay, Mr. - Heagli 
Healbeote - IVlictlitoc 
Henry - Hynrcc 
Herbert - Hcrlrcb 
Hervey, Lord - Heryef 
Hessian - Hyes=can 
Hind Cotton - Whind Cotnot 
Hindford - Honfiyd 
Hinton - Hwenton 
Hobart - Hobrat 
Holderncsse, Lord - Hodrelncss 
Hooper - Horcop 
Hosier, Admiral - Hozeri 
Howe - Hewo 

I. 

Hay, Lord - Yali 
Isham - Ishma 
Ilchester - Itchletser 

J. . ... • 

•Tames - Jacomo 


Jek.yl - Jelyn) 

•Tenkin*! * .Ii iikiin 
•Tobn - .Iti.an 
Joit'ph - Jodppo 

K. 

Kreno, Mr. - Knee 

I,. 

lydbiiiy, Mr. - L-'lnlurj' 

Lind'ay - Li«tiajd 
Litebfirdd - Jdftriii'ld 
Lwkuootl - lyidoao'dl 
I>oinb.‘ - L'botn 
I/^)n’.f!.\l.‘, Lord - 
l - Lonl 

L’.jnerifk, L^rd - LvrTjU.t'.l; 

4 * 

L\t!clton - L':irjltno 
M. 

Marlborough, Duke of - M;.u. 
rulbtirgh 

Malton, Juird - .Mutl'in 
Matdey - Maio ly 
M.'uy - Mai).', 

Moniroq', Du'tr of - Moroato' e 
Mord.iunt - M..(homit 
Moiton ~ Motiuo 

a;. 

Ncwea-»l]o, Duke of - Natdac s.i- 
eretaiy 
Noel - Neol 

Norris, Admiral - Nisror 
Nugent - Netgun 

O. 

Ogle, Adinii-nl - Ole^ 

Onslow - Olswon 
Orange - Oi-gnnc . 

Ord, Mr. - M’hord 
Orford, Earl of - Orfrod 



1 

the list or ncnrious terms 

Orleans - Olrtans Somerset - Sosermct 

Ormond, Duke of - Omrond Southwell - Suthewoll 
Oxford, Earl of- Odfroxf StrafTord - Stordraff 

Oxenden - Odncsen Slate -Stan ^ 

Stanislaus - Stasinbus > 

P ' Sbndon - Snodun * 

Paxton - Pimtox ' ' ^ 

Pelham, Mr - Plemahm ^ T, ’ ’ ' 

Perry - Peenir Talbot - Toblat 

Peterborough - Petnbonuch Thomas - 1 *ahom ' ^ 

Pitt, Mr - Ptit Tliomson, Mr - Thosmon 

Plumer, hlr - Plurom Tracey - Trj-acc 

Polivarth - Polgarth Trenchard -■ Trachnerd 

Portland, Duke of - Pohlrand Treior, Mr -TeWor 
Powlett - PowUet or Pletow Turner - Truron ' ‘ 

Pretender « Rcdnclrep Tnccdalc, Manjniaof-Tewclade' 

PufTendorf « PudtnCurf TjTconnd, Lord • Timocleng 

Pultenej • Pulnub * ' ' 

' I 

Q Vernon, Admiral - Venron ^ 

Quarendon - iQuenardon Vjner, Mr - Vjnrc or Vennr * » 


L R \V i 

Rainsford - Rainsfrod i\\ade-\Veda ' 1^ '' 

Ramches - Ramies Wager, Admiral - Werga’ J 

Raymond - Ra^om d f 1 Wakefield - Wafekcild I 

Robert - Retrob i M'ollej, Mr/ - Welral / il 

Rochester - Roifen ) Y % Walpole, Sir Robert -Walelop 

Walpole, Mr - Waleloj? ul-i 
S Walter, Mr - Gusbret H ■'i*' ' H 

Saint Aubyii - St Aybun ,1 WaiUjns,iMr‘- Woknits ^ 
Salisbury - Sumra Wendover - Wcdnetro'l i i i-H 

Samuel - Salvem »c 'Westmoreland LlVcstrodiland f’’ 

Sandwich, Earl of- Snandicli j ‘Wilham - Wimgul ^ c^- 

Sandjs, Mr -Srudsj'j' i ^ /^WiUimot,^^ - Gmihtom 
Scarboiough, Ixirtl - Sarkbrugli Wmehepea, Lord i Wiclicnsale 
Scroop, Mr - ScrcDp Wianington, Mr - WintirinongJ-’l 

Sidney, Loid- Scdyirt LWortIcy, Mr - Wolr^syfc Ir Vle-'^ ^ 

Selwin, Mr - Slemvy O . Q rot}l i iJ iaJl - c R 
Shaftsbury, Lord - Shyflasbrug -^Wyndhatn - Gumdilim 
Shippen, Mr - Skeiphtm > I CWynn - Ooyn t- 
Sloper - Sleropi^j iuir ' j '' 1 ont J - wUil 

Somers - Sosren^ Yonge - Ytgon 



The List of fictitious Characters used by Cavii to disguise 
Places that occur in his Debates. 


A. 

Almanza - Alinanaz 
America - Columbia 
Amsterdam - Amst redam 
Aschaffcnbjirg - Aschafnefburg 
Austria - Aurista 

J3. 

Barbadoes - Bardosba 
Barcelona - Bracolcna 
Brittany - Bratcncy 
Bavaria - Bara^ ia 
Blenheim - Blcbneim or Blcn 
hem 

Bourbon - Buorbon 
Brandenburg - Brangbuvden 
' Bristol - Broslit 
Britain - Lillijiut 

C. , 

Cadiz - Cazid 
Cambridge - Gunlar 
Campeeby - Capemchy 
Carolina - Carolana 
Carthagena - Carthanegu 
Cologne - Colgone 
;)ommons - Clinabs 
Connecticut - Contectienu 
Cressy - Ccrlsy 
Cuba - Cabu 

D. 

Dancram - Denmark 
Dettingen - Detteneg 
Dunkirk - Donkirk 
Dutch - Belgians 

E. 

Edinburgh -E 


Euro])e -• Deguiui 

r. 

Flanden - l landria 
Fraiscc - BIcfnwai 

Ci- 

Georgia - Gorgenti i 
Germany - Allcmami 
Gibndtar - Gnd)litr,’. 
Guastalla - Gna Stalla 
Guernsey - Guensrey 

II. 

Hanover - nnnc\TO 
Ilaversham - ilavrctnarsh 
IIcssc Ca'-'^el - Ilycfse Clfi'a 
Hispaniola - Ibcrionola 
Holland - Bclgia ^ 

Hungaiy - Hungruland 

1 . 

India - Idnia 
Ireland - Icrne 
Italy - Illascu 

J. 

Jamaica - Zamengol 
Jucatan - Jutacan 

L. 

Leghorn - Lchgron 
Londoli - hlildcndo 

U. 

Madrid - Mardit 
Malplaquet - Malpalquet 
Mardyke - Mardiyke 
Martinico - Marnitico 



THE LIST OF FICTITIOUS CHAIUCTERS. lui 

MedUerrancan - Middle Sea 

Sehellembonrg - Schcmelbourg’ 

Minorca - Slinocra 

Seville - Sebfulc 

-MunsterVt^Innitrtf 

•^'Sicily-tnis)<■'^-’ ' \ . 

Muscovy - MauiqiicctaV J\s 

South feca « Pacific Ocean 


Spain - Iberia 

N. - U . . " 

Stfe/ghl5 • Narrow Seas 

New Yorlt - Novcborac 

Sweden - Swcctc 

' 0. ' • T 

/;•' •. T, ■>! ' mA 

Orkney - Orkyen ' . 

Turkey ^ Koriimbcc'*' '‘A 

Orleans - Olrcans 

. • •‘A c. ' nir^-jA 

Ostend - Odateii 

U. 

» • ,> ■ 

Utrecht - UUralt • 

p; - ■ 

• '1 . -iriS 

Parma - Par Ma' * - ' 

^ ■ .v;ii .-/H • 

Pensilvania -Penrasilia 

Vienna - Vjnena: 'A - \ni.iu ti 

' Poland - Foldrand ' v • ' 

Vijg^nia - Vegrinia 0 « mr /x Q 

Portugal - Lusitania 

' y ■ . ' i ' tn3'»*'.ULlS 

Port Makon • Port Mohan 

W, ‘n.i> 

PruMia • Parushy r* v 

Westminster • Bclfiiboroc ' 

Pragde-Praga*' • ' * 

Wolfcnbultle - Wobcntunie=-^i 

1/ -'H >')} it 


' - a a'.in 

Sardinia- Sadfixda’^ - • " 
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The List offetitioiLi Characters used hj/ Cavl to di^/^iase the 

Names of Things that 

occur in his Debates. 

A. 

K. 

Admiral - Galbct 

Knight - IJtirgoh t 

B, 

I., 

Baronet - Hurgolen 

Legal - Snilpal 

Lord - 1 1 in go 

C. 


Commons - Clinabs 

1\ 


Penny - a Grull 

D. 

Popery - jMissaLin 

Duke - Nardac 

Prophet - Lustrug 

E. 

S. 

Earl - Cosern 

Sprug - a Pound 

Esquire - Urg 

Squire - Urg 

G. 

V. 

Gentleman Urgolcn 

Viscount - Conn ie 

H. 

Y. . 

High Heels, or Tory>Tramecsan 

Years - Moons. 
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DEBATES IN PARLIAMENT. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

November 19^ 1740 

FBOCEEOINGS AM) DEBATE, WITH REOARD TO THE BILL FOR 
PROHIBITINO THE EXPOFTATIOK OP CORN, &C, 

On the JiTst day of the Session, His Majesty, rn hu speech from the 
throne, recommended to Parhament to consider of some ^ood lav 

* to prevent the growing mischief of the e^oriafion of com to foreign 
countries 

On the fourth day, a bill for preoenting for a limited time the eiporlo- 

‘ tion, S,c teas read a first time tn ike House of Commonj, and the 
question put, ichcther it should be printed, tcftic/i passed in the 
ncgatiie » 

Ihis day the agent far the colonies of Pennsylvania and Neta Jersey, 
presailed apetition against the said Com Bill, tohichuasreferredta 
the Committee 

Another petition was also presented by the agent for i}\e colony of Con- 
necticut, tn New Pngland, fetluig forth that the thief trade of that 
colony arose from supplying other Bnlish coromes with corn, so that 
unless that colony be excepted from the restraints intended by this 
both that and those which are supplied by if wiff be reduced 
(o great distress, and praying ther^ore that such exception may be 
allowed. 

The allegations in this petition were coi^rmed by another, from one of 
the provinces supplied by the colony of Connecticut. 

Yol. I. B 



3 DEBATE ON Nov. 19, 

Another petition ms ’presented by the agent for South Carolina, selling 
forth, that jinless the rice produced in that province were nlUmcd to 
he , exported, the colony must be ruined by Ihc irretrievable loss of 
their whole trade, as ihc countries now supplied from thence, might 
' easily ’procure rice from the Trench settlements, already too much 
their rivals iri trade. ' . 

This petition was supported by another, offered at the same time by the 
' merchants of Bristol. 

A petition loas likewise presented by the agent for the sugar islands, in 
which it was dllcged, that if no provisions be imported thither from 
Britain, they must in one month suffer the extremities of famine. 

All these petitions were referred to the Committee for the bill. 

A printed paper was also delivered to the members, entitled. Consider- 
ations on the Embargo, which enumerated many dangerous conse- 
quences likely to be produced by an embargo on provisions, and sug- 
gested that it ivasno better than a wicked scheme for private profit, 
with other ref ections, for which the paper was deemed a libel, an'tl 
the author committed to prison. 

The bill being read in the Committee, produced the following memor- 
able debater • 

IVIr. PULTENEY spoke to this effect -.—Sir, after all tlie attention 
which has keen bestowed upon the bill now before ns, I cannot yet 
conceive it such as cab benefit tlie nation, or sucli as will not pro- 
duce fai’ greater inconveniences than those wliich it is intended to 
obviate j. and therefore as those inconveniences may be prevented bv 
other means, I cannot but declare tint I am far from approving it. 

■ Our anc&tors, Sir, have always thought it the great business of 
this House to watch against the encroaclhuen'ts of the prerogative, 
and to prevent an encrcase of the power of the minister, and the 
Goinmbns have alv/ays been considered as more faithful to their 
trust, and more properly the repreSeutatives of the people, in pro- 
portion as they have considered this great end with more attention, 
andprosecutedit with move invariable resolution. iKve enquire into 
the different degrees' of reputation, wiiich the severai'asscmblics.of 

Goipmons lnve-obtained, and consider why' sbnie are remembered 

with reverence and gratitude’ and others'never meiitidhed but with 
detestation and' boiitebapt, we shaU^lways find that their conduct; 
witkj^gard to tWs ^n^e point/ ^'^rpdiked their renown or theid ' 
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in&my. Those are altraj’3 by the general suffrage of mankind ap- 
plauded as the patterns of (heir cotmtry, who have stru^led with 
tlie'influence of the crown, and those condemned as traitors, who 
have either promoted it by unreasonable grants, or seen it encrease 
by slow d%rees without resistance. 

It has not indeed. Sir, been always the practice of ministers to 
make open demands of larger powers, and avow, without disguise, 
their designs of extending tbdr authority; such proposals would in 
former times have produced no consequences but that of awaken- 
'ingthe vigilance of the senate, of raising suspicions against all their 
proceedings, and of embarrassing the crown with petitions, ad- 
dresses, and impeachments, 

They were under a necessity in those times of promoting their 
schemes, those schemes which scaredy any ministry has forborne to 
adopt,’ by more secret and artful and silent methods, by methods of 
diverting the attention of thepublicktoother objects, and of making 
invisible approaches to the point in s lew, while 'they seemed to di* 
rect all their endeavours to different purposes. 

But such, Sir, have been the proofs ofimplicit confidence, which 
the administration has received from this assembly, that it is now 
common to demand unlimited powers, and to .expect confidence 
without ^triction, to require an immei^te possession of our, estates 
by a jVOte qf credit, or the sole direction of our trade by an act fur 
prohibiting, during their pleasure, .the exportation of the produce 
of oUr lands. . , „ .. ’ f 

^ Upon what instances of uncommon merit, of jcgard to the publickrs 
prosperity, unknown in former times, or of discernment superior to 
th.nt of their most celebrated predecessors, the present ministers found ' 
their jHew claims to^submission and to trust, I am indeed at a loss 
to discover;, for, however manldnd may have determined concerning 
the integrity of thwe by whom the late memorable convention was 
transacted, defended, and confirmed, I know not that their tvisdom 
has yet appeared by any incontestable or manifest evidence, Which 
'imy set their abilities above question, and fix their reputation for 
policy out of the reach of censure and enquiries. ] 

The only act,. Sir, by which it can be discovered tlvat they have 
any degree of penetration proportionate to their employments, is 
the embargo latel^^ laid upon proriaions in Ireland, by which our 
enemies have been timely hindered from furnishing thentselv43 from 
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our dominious \nth necessaries for their arniies and tli' lr u'lvif., an'! 
our fcllou’-subjccts have been restrained from expodn^ llu-tii cU* t 
to the miseries of famine, by yielding to the t<'mj)latim» of pu < nt 
profit j a temptation goncndly so pouerful as to pnvai) over any 
distant intcre.'t. 

But ns nothing 5? more contrary to my natural <ii no itinn, or 
move unworthy of a member of thi' llruisc linn I ('umot 

affirm that I ascribe this useful CNjitdiont wholly in li.- -(j-uity or 
the caution of the miiii'tty, nor ean I atiriimli' .d! tie; happy 
•effects produced by it to their benign soliciltide for the jnihllel: 
welfare. • 

I am inclined to believe tlrat tlds stt-p wa^ advi-cd by Iho'C who 
wore prompted to consider it.s importance by nu'tive- mmejireval- n* 
than that of puhfiek spirit, and that thedimreof profit, whieh ha- >>o 
often dictated pernicious measm 07, has fur ojve prodiired, in re- 
turn, an expedient ju-t and honelicial ; and it ha. for oiue hiel.ily 
fallen out, that some of the friend- of tlie admini-tr.uitm ieiNe dis- 
covered that thcpublick intorc-t was cojnhine/1 wiili th'ir own. 

It is highly probable. Sir, that the contractors for'siipplyitig the 
navy with jnevisious, considering with that aculeiie-s v.hirh a quick 
sense of loss and gain always produces, how mm'h the price of vic- 
tuals would be mised by cxporlation,and by ron-efjnenre howmuf:h 
of the aclv'antagc of their contracts would he dimi?>hhed, «nLcu:«>tC‘tl 
to the ministry the ncco.-sity of an embargo, !ind laid before thr-in 
those arguments which their own obsenation and vvi-ilotn would 
never have discovered. 

Thus, Sir, the minister, in tlurt instance of their condurl, on 
which their political reputation must be founded, Kin claim jicrhapi 
no higher merit, than that of attending to svtjicriov knowledge, of 
complying with good advice when it was olTcred, and of not re:?i-t- 
ing demonstration' when it was laid before them. 

But as I would never ascribe to one man the merit of another, I 
, equally unwilling to detract from due commendations j 

_ and shall therefore freely admit, that not to reject good counsel is a 
^ degree of wisdom, at whicli I could not expect that they by whom 
_nf^?,^?»ventionyvas concluded would ever have arrived. 

proficiency they may have made in' the art of go- 
vernment since that celebrated period, hbvveVer they may have en- 
creased their maxims of domestick policy, or improved their know- 
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leilge of foreign alFui-s I cannot but confess xn}'«e1f still inclined to 
some degree of suspicion, nor can jirc^ail upon rojself to shut my 
cjts and dtlncr up the pubhek and nij-'elf implicitlj to tlicir di 
rection ^ 

Tlieir sagacity. Sir, inj pcrliaps of late ha^c rcccncd some im- 
proTcmcnts from longer c\perjencc and nith regartl to their inte- 
’ gritj, I behe%e at least that it i« not much diinmuh<xl, and yet I 
canuoi forbear as«crting the right of judging for nij«clf, and of 
determining according to the cndcncc tint shall be brought be 
fore me, 

I liaic hitlicrto <5ntcrtaincd an opinion that for tais purpo c only 
uc are deputed by our constituents, uho, if thej had rcjioscd no 
confidence in our care or abilities, would haic gnen op long since 
the vexatious right of contesting for the choice of representatues 
Thej nouhl haic fumuhed the «im»«lry with general powers to act 
^for tlicm>and sat at case with no other regard to pubhek measures, 
than might male them to amnialt with their apphus.es the laud- 
able endeavours of their profound, their diligent, and their niagna- 
jjiirnouj governors 

A.S 1 do not therefore check any suspicions m my own mind, I 
siiall not easily be restrained from uttering them, because I know 
nothou I «hall benefit my country, or assist her counsels, by silent 
meditations I cannot, Sir, but ol)«enc, that the jiowcra conftrred 
by this bdl upon the admmutration arc larger tlian the nation can 
j«afely repo:9C many body of men, and with which no man who con- 
gliders to what purposes they may bcemploicdwill think it conveni- 
ent to invest the ncgoeiators of ihe convention 

rvordo mj objections to tins act arise wholly from my apprehen- 
sions |)f Iheir conduct, who arc intrusted willi the execution of it, 
but from my reflections on the nature of trade, and the conduct of 
those nations who arc most celebrated for commercial wisdom 
, It is well known. Sir, liow difGcult it is to turn trade back into 


its ancient channel, when it has by any means been diverted from 
' ^It, and how often a ^rofilable^trafiTck has been lo^t foj‘^e\er, by a 
short interruption, or tcmporaiy profiiVition The resentment of 
disappointed expectations, inclmta tiie buver to ^seck anO|her 
^market, aj^d^the ciwhty to which| his new cot respondents are in- 
^ cited by their owp interest^ detmos him, tiB thj^e bj' w horn h^e was 
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formerly supplied, having no longer any vent for their products or 
their wares, cniploy their labours on other manufactures, or culti- 
vate their lands for other purposes. 

Thus, Sir, if those nations who have hitherto been supplied with 
corn from Bntain, should find a method of purchasing it from 
Denmark or any other of the northern regions, we may hereafter 
see our grain rotting in our storehouses, and he burthened witli 
'pro\dsions which wc can neither consume ourselves, nor sell to our 
neighbours. 

The Hollanders, whose knowledge of the importance or skill in 
the arts of commerce will not he questioned, arc so careful to pre- 
serve the inlets of gain from obstruction, that they make no scruple 
of supplying their enemies wdtli their commodities, and have been 
known to sell at night those bullets which were next day <o be dis- 
charged against them. 

Whether their example. Sir, desen'es our imitation I am not able 
to determine j but it ought at least to be considered whether their 
conduct was rational or not, and whether they did not by a present 
evil, ensure an advantage which overbalanced it. 

There are doubtless. Sir, sometimes such exigencies as require to 
be complied with at the hazard of future profit, but I am not cer- 
tain that the scarcity rvhich is feared or felt at present, is to be num- 
bered amongst them ; but, liowever formidable it may be thought, 
there is surely no need of a new law to provide against it : for it is 
one of those extraordinary incidents, on which the king has the 
right of exerting extraordinaiy powers. On occasions like this tlie 
prerogative has heretofore operated very effectually, and I know not 
that the law has ever restrained it. 

It is therefore. Sir, in my opinion, most pnident to determine 
nothing in so dubious a question, and rather to act as the imme- 
diate occasion shall require, than prosecute any certain method of 
-proceeding, or establish any precedent by an act of the senate. 

To restrain that commerce by which the necessaries of life are 
distributed is a very bold experiment, and such as once produced an 
insurrection in the empire of the Turks, that terminated in the de- 
•position of one of their monarchs, 

I therefore willingly confess. Sir, that I know not how to con- 
iclude: 4 am unwilling to deprive the.-nation of bread, or to supply 
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our enemies with strength to be exerted ogninst o\irsei>'es j bat I 
am on the otJier hand afraid to restrain commerce, and to trust tho 
authors of the comention. 

'Mr. PcLUAM spoke nc\t, to the following purport:— Sir, I am 
alwap in expectation of improvement and instruction uhen (hat 
gentleman engages in any discussion of national <i«cstusw on 
jvluch he is equally qualified to judge by his great abilities and long 
experience, by that popularity which enables him to sound tlie sen- 
timents of men of difTcrent interests, and that intelligence whieU 
extends his views to distant |ttrts of the nori'l ; but on this occasion 
X ha\e found my expectations frustmttd, ft»r he has enquired with- 
out making any discos ciy’, and liaratigued \fitliout illustrating the 
question before us. 

He lias satisfied himself, Sir, with declaring hi« suspicions, with- 
out cond«ecnding to tell us what designs or wlnt dangers he np^ 
prebends. To fear without being able to show the object of our 
terrors, is the last, the mo^t de«|Mcahle degree of cowardice j nnd to 
suspect ^vithQut knowing tite foundation of our own suspicions, is 
surely a proof of a state of mind, whicli w ould not be .applaudcil on 
common occasions, and such a$ no m.'xn but n patriot would ven- 
ture to confess 

"He has indeed, Sir, uitered some very ingenious cont’clls upon 
thti bite convenUon, has alluded to it with grc.at luxuriancy of f.mcy 
nftd elegance of dic-tion, nnd must nt last confess that, whatever 
may be its cflects upon tlie interest of (lie n.ition, it bas to him 
been very beneficial, as it has supjAied him with a subject of rail- 
lery’ wben other topics began to fail him, and given opportunity 
for the exercise of that wit which bigan to languish for want of 
employment. • ' • 

What connection his wonderful sagacity ha« discoi ered between 
the convention and the corn bill, I cannot yet fully comprehend j 
but have too high an opinion of his abilities to imagine that so many 
insinuations are wholly without any reason to support them, X, 
doubt not therefore, Sir, but thatwhen some fitter opportunity eliall 
present itself he will clear their resemblance, and branch out the 
parallel between them into a thousand particulars. ■ 

, In the moan time. Sir, it may be proper for the House to expe- 
dite the hill; against Which no argument has yet been produced. 
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arid^vliicli'is of ‘{.6d'’iTiudi‘imp6rtaric6 to be clcliycd byrailkryor 

invectives . \ ^ 

' ?7lr.^SA'^bYs ‘^spbkenCxtj in substance- as follows: — Sir, the .bill 
before us, as it is of too'great importance to'hc'iiogUgcntly doIa 3 'Cfl, 
isdikbmse tod dange'roiis-lo be precipitately Imrricd into a law': 

't ’li: has been'alWays the practice of this House to consider moncy- 
''ijills 'with particular attention, because money is power in almost 
the ‘highest ‘degree, and ought not therefore to 1)C given but upon 
strong assurances, that it will be cinploj'cd for the puiposes for 
-which it is -demanded; and that tliose purposes- arc in themselves 

■just.'. ■ ■ ' ■ 

“ ' But if we consider; 'Sir, tlie bill now before us, it will appear j'ct 
'more than a money-bill j it will be found a bill for regulating the 
disposal "of that, which" if is' the great use of money to procure, 
and is' therefoi'c'not to be passed into a law without a close attention 
- to ;every circumstance that may be combined with it, and an ac- 
'‘cUrate examination of all the consequences that may be produced 
'byit.'f'-' • . ' ■ . 

".Some 'of -these circumstances, or consequences, it is the duty of 
every member to lay before the House, and I shall therefore propose, 
cthat'tlid ihducements' to the discoveiy of any provisions illegally 
>e5qpor’ted,>.and the manner of lev3ing the forfeiture, may be parti- 
'-culaiiy discussed ; for by a defect in this part, the regulation lately 
'■established' by. the'jegency, however seasonable, produced tum\dts 
-and' distractions, Svhich every good government ought studiously. to 
‘Obviate, f , ' - ' ■ - . 

■•-j'! By '-their' proclamation,' Sir,' half the corn that should be found 
i'dsSigned for exportation' was to be given to .those wlio .should dis- 
cover and seize it. The populace, alarmed at once with the danger 
i'of a -.fam’ihe,' and' animated by la’ proclamation that-put into their 
'../'bwn' hands .the means of preveriting.it,. and the punislunent of those 
jjffrom whose avarice they apprehended, it, rose in throngs to execute 
^'^0 graiefahk law'. Every man. Sir,- whose distressdiad exasperated 
'jhimj was incited -to gratify his resentment ; '‘every man, whose idle- 
,'-riess 'prompted 'him to maintain this Jamily by -methods more easy 
'"'tharithdtGf'daily labour; was dehghted with the prospect of growing 
bt^riGhroniasuddemhy aiuelcy seizure: a Alb tlie' seditious and theprofli- 
i^ate combined together imthe welcomeTemplo 3 meiit.pf violencerind 

r? “I U * '■vTll , Jr 1 . .. ... 
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Tapine, and ivhen fhey^mtl once tnised their expectations tlierc yvas 
no small dan^i*, lest their impatience of disappointment should de- 
termine them to conclude, tliat com, wherever found, was desired 

for exportation, and to seize it as a lawful prize. , . . » ^ 

Thus,' Sir, by an imprudent reflation, vraa e> cry man’s property 
•brought into hazard, awl hlsperton exposed to tlvc insults of a hun- 
gi7,.a rapacious, and ungotcrnablc rabble, let loose by a public 
.proclamation, and encouraged to search bcwscs and carriages by an 

imaginary law.' c \ . ' ‘ , * ' 

< - Tliat we.raay not givc.occasion to violence and injustice of the 
same hind, let us carefully consider the measures which arc pro- 
tposed before wc determine upon their propriety, and pass no bill on 
tthis important occasion without aucli deUberation as may leave us 
.nothing to change or to repent. > • , ' - 

Mr. Carle sjjokc'ncxt, to this eflect t—Sir, notwithstanding the 
dangers which hare been represented as likely to arise from anyer- 
1 ror in (he proeceution of this great aflair, I cannot but declare my 
opinion, that no delay ought to be admitted, and that not ei en the 
.epecious pretence of more exact tne^uiries, .and minntc considera- 
tions, ought to retard ourgiroccedings for a day. ' 

My inugination, Sir, is pcrliajis not so fruitful as that of some 
-other members of this Hrnwe, nnd therefore they may discover 
’xmanyincomeniencM which I am not able to conccirc. But os 
every man ought to act from liis own coauction, it is my duty to 

* urge the necessity of passing this bill till it can be proved to me, 
that it will produce calamities equally to be. dreaded with the con- 

■■ sequences of protracting our debates upon it, equal to the miseries 

• of a famine, ?or the danger of enabling our enemies to store their 
. inagaiincs,-to equip their tlccts, and victual their ganisons. 

. . If it could bo imagined, tliat there was in this assembly a subject 
i of France or Spain,* zealous for the service of lus prince, and the 
prosperity of his eountiy, I’shotild c.x|)ect thatihc would sumnlon 
4 *1111 lus faailties to retard the progress of tins hill, (hat he would 
- employ all his sophistry to show its incomcnicncy nnd imperfeo 
V tions, and exJiauat his'imention to suggest (he dangers of ha^tej 
c and ccrttunly he could 'do nothing tliat wovdd more eifectually pro- 
’’mote the iatciest of his countrjTncn,ior_toml more to enfeeble and 
^''depress the power of the.BrUwhjiuiribiui va.tt u >' > .> itu i » •' M 

Jf this w ould naturally be the conduct of an enemy, it is uone- 
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ccssai-y to prove that we can only be safe by acting in opposition in 
it j and I think it superfluous to vindicate niy ardour for promoting 
this bilk when it is evident that its delay would be pleasing to the 
Spaniards. 

• Mr. Burkel then spoke as follows : — Sir, If (his law he ncr(?5'ary 
at any time, it cannot now be delayed, for a few days .sjient in flcli- 
beration, may make it ineffectual, anil that evil may be past of 
which we sit here contriving the prevention. 

That many contracts. Sir, for the eiporlatinn of provi.sions arc 
already made in all the maritime parls of the empire, is generally 
•known j and it requires no great sagacity to discover that those by 
w'hom they arc made, and made with a view of immense profit, arc 
desirous that they may be executed j and that they will soon com- 
plete the execution of them, when they are alarmed with the ajiprc- 
hension of a bill which in a few tlays may take from them the power 
of exporting what they have already collected, and snatch their gain 
from them when it is almost in their hands. 

• ■ A bill for these pmposcs. Sir, ouglit to fall upon the contractors 
like a sudden blow, of wliich they have no warning or dread j 
against which they therefore cannot jirovidc any sccuiity, and 
which' they can neither elude nor redst. 

If we allow them a short time, our expedients will be of lltLle ho 
nefit to the nation, which is cvciy day impoverished by the cx]).oi t- 
ation of the necessaries of life, in .such quantities, that in .a few 
weeks the l<aw,‘ if it be pnsseih may be witliout peu.allics, for lliere 
will be no possibility of disobenng it. 

Sir John Barnard .spoke next, to the following pmpnsc : — Sir, 
I cannot discover the necessity of pressing the hill uith such preci- 
pitation, as must necessarily exclude many useful con'-idenitions, 
and’ may produce errors extremely dangerous ; for I am not able to 
conceive what inconveniences can arise fi om a short delav. 

The exportation of provisions from Ireland is at picsent stopped 
by theepro’clamation'j and the beef whicli was designed for other 
nations, ' has been prudently bought up by the contiactors, by which 
those 'mumiuiB have been ih a great measure obviated which natu- 
rally'aris'e frora'disappointments and losses. 

There is'the'rcfore. Sir,' no danger of exportations from that part 
of our -dominions,' Which is thc‘ -chief 'market' for provisions, and 
from Avhence our enemies have been generally supplied : in Britain 
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there is less dangler ofnnystich pernicious Imffick, both bccausc.the 
scarcity here Ins rai-ctl all provision* to a hlglt price, and because 
merchants do not imnjcdiatelycome to n new roarket. , ' 

Tlie bill, at least, ought not to be pas<ed ^%ithout regard to live 
gencral-wdfarCfOf oufifellow-subjccta, -nor srithoat'fln attentire 
consideiation of those petUkma which )»a\C'bccn /prcsentctl lousj 
petitions not produced by panic opprehensiorts of imaginary dangers, 
or distant pro«pccts of inconveniences hardy po»‘:ible,‘ but by the 
certain foresight of immediate calamttits, the total destruction of 
trade, and the sudden desolation of flourishing provinces, j 
• By prohibiting the c^tportalion of rice, we pIiiU, Sir, in one year, 
reduce the colony of South Ctrolina below the po«sibnity of subsist- 
ing j the chief prodvjct of that country, the product which imlcccd 
us originally to plant it, and with which all its trade is cai ried on, if 
vice. With rice the inhabitants of that pro%inccpurchieea!l the 
other necessaries of life, and among them the nnnuf.iclurcs of our 
own countr)*. Tills rice is carried by our merchants to other jiarti 
of Euroix:, and fold again for Jaigc profit. 

That this trade is scry import.int appears from the number of 
ships which ic cmplo}d, and which, without lading, must rot in the 
harbours, if rice bo not excepted from the gcneml prohibition. 
Without tins exception, Sir, it is not easy to saj what numbers, 
whose stations appear >ery different, and whose cmplo)mentR ha'c 
no visible relation to each other, will heal once inroUed in call- 
mity, reduced to sudden distress, and obligwl to seek new mcthmls 
of supporting their families. The sailor, the mcrcjiant, the ship- 
wright, the manufacturer, with all the Eubordinalions of employ- 
ment that depend upon them, all that supply them with materials, 
or rocehe advantage from their labours, almost all tlic subjects of 
the British crown, must suffer at least in some degree, by the ruin 
of Carolina. 

Nor ought the <Ianger of the sugar islands, and other provinces, 
less to alarm our apprehensions, excite our compassion, nr employ 
our consideration, since nothing is inure crident than that by pasi* 
log this bill without the exceptions which their petitions pioj)0£c. 
We shall reduce one part of our colonies to the want of bread, and 
xonfine the other -to lire on nothing elscj for they subsist by the 
exchange of those products to which the soil of each countiy is pc- 
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culiarl^ adapted,: one province afTords no corn, and the other Mip- 
piics its inhabitants wiOi corn only. 

The necessity of evpedit inij this bill, however if has been exag- 


gerated, is not. so nrgent bnf that we may lie allowed time, suffi- 
cient, to consider for what purpose it is to be p.'ts.'cd, anrl In recol- 
lect "that nothing is'dcsigncd by it, but to hinder our enemies from 
bein"- supplied from .the Driti'^h dominions with jirov ision-., by 
which they might be enabled more poworlully to (“.irry on the war 


against ,us. 

To this design no objection has been madcj but it i^ well hnown, 
that a good end may be del'cntefl by an ab-urd choice of meaji‘-, ami 
I am not able to discover how we .shall enerea‘‘c our nun strength, 
or diminish lliat of nur enemies, hy cf)mjKlling one part of our fel- 


low-subjects to starve the other. 

It is neces,saiy. Sir, to jn'ohibit llie exportation of corn to the 
ports, of our enemies, and of tho‘-c nations hy wliieh our enemies 
vdll be supplied j but surely it i- of no use to exclude any ])art of our 
own dominions from thc.inlv ilege of being supplied from another. 
Nor can any argument be alleged in defence of .such a law, that will 
not prove with equal force, that corn ought to rem.ain in the same 
granancs where it is now laid, that all Die marhfts in this hing- 
.dom should be suspended, and that no man sliould be allowed to 
sell bread to another, 

* ' 1 * ! ! I. 

There. is, indeed. Sir, a po-ibility that the libeily for which I 
tjontend maybe used to wicked pm poses, and that .«oine men may 
be incited by poverty or a\aricc to carry the enemy tho-e i)rovision?, 

■ which they pretend to c,xpoit to British jnovinccs. But if xvc arc 
to„refuse everypQwer that may Ijc cmjdoycd to had jjuiposes, wo 
must lay all mankind in dungeons, and dive.st human nature of all 
its rights 5 for every, man that has the poww of action, may some- 
times act ill. 

'*r ^ 

It is, however, prudent to obstruct criminal attempts even when 
>ve,p,annot hope entirely. to defeat them; and tlierefore I am of 
opinion, thatpab provisions ought to be c.xported without some mc- 
jjj^.w’bich the governors of every place may be as- 
.^sured that they will be conveyed to pur own colonics. Such secu-' 
he easily contrived, and may.be regulated in a manner 
defeat^ without such hazard, as the profit 
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rint can be expected from illegal commerce^ wilf not be allle' to 
coiijpcn'ate. ^ ^ 

It is ihereforc. Sir, proper ^todel-iy the bill so' long at least as 
that we may j|roducc by it the ends inicnd^/and dvs^rets 6nr enc- 
mies'raore than oursehes jSImt nn may Eccurc plenty af home, 
uLtiiout the d^truction of our disiant colonies, and ^nitl?out oblig- 
ing‘part' of intr 'fellow-subjects to desert to (he SpaniartU for want 
•brhi-ead ' ' 

‘ Mr.CowLES spoke in this manner — Sir, the neccssitj of except- 
ing rice from the general prohibition is not onlysuflicicntly CMnced 
by the agent of Soutli Carolina, but confirmed bejond controversy 
or doubt, by the petUion'of the merchants of IlrUtol, of which the 
justice and re^onableness appears at the first new to every 'man* aV« 
quainted with the natuic of commerce. ' 

• How much the province of South Carolina wall be distressed by 
this prohibition, how gud.lcnly the u hole trade of that country' tuTl 
be at a stand, and how immediately (he want of many of tlie neccJ- 
eartes of lifi will be felt over a vcryVinaiderable part of the British 
^dominions, has already. Sir, been vcry'pathcti'rolK represented, and 
'very clearlj explain^ , nor docs there need any otlier argumdnV'S) 
peisuade us to allow the cxportatioti of rice. ‘ 

But, from 'the petition of the merchants of Brhtol, it apptars 
that there are other reiisons of ccjual force for this indul^n^e, Wd 
'tliat our regard for the inliabitants of tliat particular 'proving, ifow- 
nctussary and jiwt, is nof the only mo’iae for cbm^ijfdy vrith 
’theii'reqlieU. i '• v'.ij.ihj. .(.i Sr-^ 

It'^19 sliown, Sir, in this pelUion, that tbe ptohibUiJn Of ried’' will 
■v^y^li?tle incornnaode our cnennK,'oT''TetaTd^tl{eir prcparairois, 
foi they are not accustomed to be stipi'died witli it from' oW fili- 
ations'’' ought therefore liot'to load bur fellow-aubjects’villi 
embairassmcnts and inconveniences, which will not in* anV dcCTce 
^'eitend to our enemies, t u> w ,i .'^i od .‘■j 

It^^appcAi-s, Sir, not only lliat a'vcryimpbrtant o^biu^com- • 
, 'rucrc^* wd( be obs'ti^lted, but tliat it wilf probably *bc ^osV^bcj'ond 
"recovery'/ foj'/'as only a'lSmall quaniitj of'll/c rice of Carolina is 
do?i1dmed at libme, and ftic rt^t is iarried to oilier couutriesl 'it^is 
tb boncdise thatithoso'wnui^siialt beMisappomlcd liy bur nier- 
eWi9it^*win p*r6ccii*i^ nfecca^iy^a cotnniijdily fitiin'b'flifi/jilaccsj*^ 
there are many from vvhich U may be easily purchased ; and it U. 
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known that trade, if it be once diverted, is not to h;: ret'dlcd/ 
and therefore, that trade vhidj may bo rvilhoul difiicidiy frati'- 
fciTcd, o\Jght never to be intcrniptcd without the jrifr'.t urgent ne- 
cessity. 

To prove. Sir, tlint there is now no such ncresritj', by a long 
train of argumcnli}, would be snj»ernno\i.‘t, for it lias been shown 
already, that our enemies will not sulTcr hy the pixddbilion, and 
the miseries that inevitably arise from a ttato of war, arc too nume- 
rous and oppressive, to admit of any cncrcasc or aggravation upon 
trivial motive*. 

• Tlie province of Carolina, Sir, has already snficred the inronvent- 
Cnees of this war he^-ond any other part of Ids Mnje,“ty’s dominion-!, 
as it is situate upon tlic borders of the Spani.-h donnidons, and a.-> it 
is weak by the paucity of the inhabitants in jiroportion to its extent ; 
let us therefore pay a particular regard to this petition, lost no 
aggravate tlic terror which the neighljourhood of a jiowcrful ene- 
my naturally produces, hy the severer miseries of povoity ami 
famine. 

Sir ItoisenT Walpolu spoke next in subs'.anec as fidlows: — Sir, 
nothing is more absutxl tlian for those who declare on all occasions, 
with great solemnity, their sincere zeal for the sen ice of the pub- 
lick, to protract tlic debates of this House by porson.'d inveci h and 
delay the prosecution of the business of the nation, by tihial olycc- 
lions, repeated after confutation, and ptriiajjs after conviction of 
their invalidity. 

I need ■ not observe how much time would be spared, and how 
much the dispatch of afiairs would be facilitated, hy the suppression 
of this practice, a practice by which truth is levelled u ith falshood, 
and krioWlcdgc witli ignorance j since if scvirrility and merriment, 
are to determine us, it is not necessary eil her to be honest or n isc 
to obtain the superiority in any debate ; it will Only be necessary to 
rail and to laugh, which one man may generally perform' with as 
much success as another. 

The embargo in Ireland Vvas an expedient so necessary and time- 
ly, that the reputation of it is thought too grexrt to he allowed to 
the tidministratibn, of whom it has been for many years the hard 
fate> to, 'hear their actions censured only because they were not the 
actions of others, and to be represented as traitors to llieir coun- 
try for doirig always what they thought best themselves, and 
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perhaps sometimes tvliat was in reality oppro> ed by those who op- 
posed them. , / ' ! . 

Tills, Sir, they ha>c borne without much uneasiness, and Ime 
eontentcil llicmscHcs with the consciousness of doing right, in ex- 
pectation that truth and integritj must at last prc\ail,anU tliat tho 
prudence of their conduct and success of their mcaaruxs would at 
last evince the justice of their intentions , 

Tiic) hoped. Sir, tint there would be some occasions on which 
their enemies would not deny t!»c cxjicdicncc of their counsels, 
and did not expect tint after liming been so long accused of en- 
grossing exorbitant jioucr, of rejecting advice, nnd pursuing their 
ovm sebem'^ with ibe most tminciblc obstinacy, tliey should be sup- 
posed on a sudden to have laid aside their arrogance, to have de- 
scended to adopt the opinion^, and goc thcm^eUcs up to the direc- 
tion of others, onh because no objection cculd he made to thii in- 
stance of their conduct. 

Uow unhappy, Sir, must be the stale of tliat man who U onlj nl- 
loucd to be a free agent, when heads wrong, and whose motions, 
^whenevtr they tcnil to the proper point, are supposed lo be rcgui 
lated b) another t . 

Whether such capriciotts censttrers cstpcct that onj icganl should 
paid bv (he publ el., to tliur imccUvcs, I nm not able to deter- 
minci but I am inclined tothinksowellofthcirunderbtandingSjasto 
behere that they intend only to .amuse thcmsrlrcs, and jicrplex tlio«e 
whom they profess to oppose. In one jiart of llieir scheme I know 
not but they in?y have succeeded, but in tlieoUicr it U evident bow 
generally they have failed. It must at least, Sir, be observed of 
these great patrons of the people, tliat if they expect to ^in them 
by artifices like this, they have no high opinion of their discernment, 
lunvever they may fiotnetimes magnify it as tlic,last appeal, and 
highest tiibuml. . ^ ^ 

With regard. Sir, to the manner in which the embargo was laid, 
and the expedients made use of to enforce the obsen ation of they 

were not the eflbcts of a sudden resolution, ^hut of, long and dehbe- 
late reflection, assisted by the counsels of the most c\pericnc«id and , 
judicious persons of both nations; so, that ifnny mistake was com,-t 
mitted, it proceeded not fromairt^nce or carelessness, buta,qonj-, > 
pliance \/ith reason", tluvt, jf laivl before the JIou«e, wopJd, 

just Or jiQj, be allowed to pc speoou'J.j f ^ j. 
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• Bntj Sir, it has not, a}>pcarc{l that any improper mcasuics liavc 
been pursued, or that any inconveniences ])as-c ari-cn .from tlicm 
which it was possible to have a\t)idec] by a dificrent conduct ; for 
when any expedient fails of producing the end for which if was pro- 
posed, or gives occasion to inconveniences which were neither ex- 
pected nor designed, it is not immediately to be condemned j for it 
might fail from snch obstacles ;is nothing could surmount, and the 
inconveniences which arc complained of might be the consequences 
of oilier cau=e3 acting at the same time, or co-operating, not by the 
nature of things, but by the practices of those who prefer their own 
interest to that of tlieir countr 3 ^ 

' But though it is, in my opinion, easy to defend the conduct of 
the ministry, I am far from thinldng this a projxr time to engage 
in their vindication. The important business before us, must now 
wholly engage us, nor ought we to employ our attention upon the 
past, but the future. 'Whatever has been llic ignorance or know- 
ledge, w'hatevcr tlie corraption or integrity of the minisliy, this 
bill is equally useful, equally necessarv'. This question is now con- 
cerning an act of the senate, not of the ministiy, and the bill may 
proceed without obstructing future crcaminalions. 

If the bill. Sir, ' now before us be so far approved as to be con- 
ceived of any real benefit to the nation, if it can at all contribute 
to the distress or disappointment of our enemies, or the prevention 
of those domestic disturbances which are naturrdly produced by 
Scarcity and miseiy, there is no need of argmnents to evince the 
necessity of dispatch in passing it. Tor if these effects arc to be 
produced by preventing the exportation of provisions, and a law is 
nccessaiy for that puipose, it is certain that the law must be enact- 
ed,' while our provisions arc yet in our own liands, and before time 
has’ been given for the execution of those contracts whicli are al- 
ready made. 

. That contracts. Sir, are entered into for quantities that justly 
claim the cave of the legislative power, I have been informed by such 
intelligence as I cannot suspect of deceiving me. In one small 
town in the western part df this kingdom fifty thousand bari-els of 
corn are sold by contiact, and will be exported, if time be allowed 
for collecting and for shipping them. 

■ A few contracts like this will be sufficient to store an army with 
brea(^, or to furnish garrisons. agmnst the danger of a Siege j a few 
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4X)ntracls like this will produce a considerable change in the ^Icc 
provisions, and plunge innumerable familira into* distress, rvhp 
might struggle through the present difficulties/ which unsuccessful 
liarvests have brought upon tlie nation, had we not sold the gifts of 
Providence for petty gain, and supported our enemies -with those 
provisions which were barely suHident for our own consumption.^ 

. I Iiare not heard many objections made against the intention cf 
the bill, and those which were offered, were mentioned with such 
.diffidence and uncertainty, as plainly showed, that even in the opi- 
nion of him that proposed them, they were of httle weight, and, I 
behove they had no greater effect upon those that heard them. It 
jnay therefore be reasonably supposed that the propuety of a law to 
^prevent the exportation of ■victuals is admitted, and surely it can be 
mo question, whether it ought to be pressed fonrard, or to be de- 
cayed till it will be of no effect. / 

Mr. rAZAKEM.'y spoke next, to this effect t — Sir, as the bill now 
under our consideration is entangled with a multitude of circum- 
/Stances too important to be passed by without consideration, and too 
.numerous to be speedily examined ^ as its effects, whether salutary or 
pcinicious, must extend to many nations, and be felt Inji feii weeks 
to the Tcmotest parts of th^ dominions of Britain, 1 cannot but 
think, tliat they who so much press for expedition on this occasion, 
consult rather their pa'ssions than their reason, that they discover 
rather enthusiasm than zeal, and that by imagining that they have 
already traced the effects of a law like this to their utmost extent, 
tliey discover rather an immoderate cooBdence m their own capacity', 
than give any proofs of Uiat anxious caution.^ and deUberate prq- 
'dence, which true patriotism generally produces. » , ' 

There is another method. Sir, of proceeding more proper 01^ thj? 
.occasion, which has been already pointed out m this debate, a me- 
thod of exerting tlie prerogatii’e in a manner allowed by law, and 
established by immemorial precedents, and which may therefore be 
revived without affording any room for jealousy or complaints. . 

An embargo imposeti only tlic prerogative may be relaxed or 
cnforceii ns occasion may require, or regulated according to the 
necessity arising from particular drcumstances , circumstances in 
tlieiusoUtt variable, and sulycct to the influence of a thousand .ic- 
^.cidents, and vvliidi tJierefore cannot be always foreseen, or proiidijd 
.against by a law positive .md fixed. 5 

VoL. I. * * C 
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■ Let us not subject the commonwealth to a hazardous and un- 
3 certain security, while we have in our hands the means of producing 
tiie same end, ;with less danger and inconyohiency; and since we 
^ay .^obviate the exportation of bur corn^ by nacthods more s])ccduy 
^‘efficacious than the forms of making laws can 'allow, let us not 
oppress our fellow-subjects by hasty or imprudent measures, but 
Jmake use_ of temporal^,- expedients, while we deliberate upori the 
^^tablishment of amorel^ting.reg^M . . , ; . 

M r. Campbell, spoke to the foilowing. purpose:— Sir, thak an 
' ernbargP,. on , finer Aandize or provisions may, upon sudden cmer- 
.^gencies, or irnpprtant occasions,, ^ be imposed by the prerogative^ 
.cannot.be doujjted by any man whose studies have made him ac- 
quainted with- the, extent of the regal power, , and the manner in 
' winch it has. been exerted , in all ages. 'Ilic chief vise of the pre- 
rogative is to supply the defects of the laws, in cases which dp not 
admit of long jConsidtations, which do not allow time to convoke 
senates, or .enquire into the sentiments of the people. , . 

For this reason, in times of war the imperial power is much.cn^ 
larged, and has still a greater extent, as. exigencies arc more, press- 
ing.. If , the .nation , is inyaded by-a foreign force, the authprity . of 
the crown is, almost yvithout limits: the whole nation is considered 

';y .;o .i.' - . ■■ , .u'; 

as an army of whicli the king is general, and which he thon go- 
’ v.erns^^by martial laws, by dccasional judicature, and extcmporai^’ 

M., .....U,.,.,-,. .,v :. ... . .... ■ w- 


lecrees. 


' Such, Sir,.is.the' pbwer bf the' King on particular emergencies, 
/'and such power the nature of human affiiirs must sometimes re- 
gunp ; for all forms of, government arc.intended for common good, 

' and calculated for the. established condition of mankind, but must 

t)U v-cm auj :r;a VUJ -L:;.!:: ; v - . -r -y.O:.-:’.: 

be .suspended .when they can only obstiuct the purposes for which 

..Wit; .v io iy.r.iu::- 

J,“py..'^ere^^cpntoiyed,,^an^d must. yipy^witli^tiic circumstances^ fo 

suited .in questions on which them happiness .depends^ ,, supposes 
' fetw.- ?W9V,‘ng.,,‘hsni ’ tazaiding 

libeyation. ^ ' ’ ' ' ‘ - - -■ 

ger of. the exportation of ,ur^iira^.spme, gendemeh. 

lave represented ^tj^^nnd so formidable as it appears to tlretvhoic 



'Aiintj: 

^ntf.hr. T.'i 


nffi toftPSiLu 


^derel'fiwn'belra’^g enem^^-.'and squanderi^ 

\Kose bl^ingf\vhich’'itfe f^Uity of our.^sbfl'Iia^ i^towedAipon 

,••;,• , -.y':f,^ ;. . -io '■’d c fo 

them.: ■ • .■■■ y..- i •; .• : 

sir lloBERT WAVpo^Lfi'Wpiij^d ih'th‘'4‘?olt?v^iB^^?ifi^nDer,: — ^Sir, It 

is so unusual among th6^ga^(i^ertHVhtfl{3^'6'*^^hseA';iny (Opinion 
^0 reiiomnfend ah^ exettion of -the abtliority/br Avillingly to 

en^riiH any power to" tiieadtouii5tiatSdfi>'thkt#itljOugh they have-on 

•tlilsioc^ion express^ . lh& ' wthout ‘any ambiguity of 

llah^age^ or perpl^^y ideas/ I doubt Whether 

%istake''th^r meauln^,' iind baaridt/xviUioiit Ih^sitktioa aiid 
'fainty,' propose the' motion to which all^their ar^mehts seemne- 
cwsanly to cdpduet ‘irte/mg'umei^^of whict^ f do not'.dcny-lie 

■force/and'iVliich 'rsiiail/nbtVttempt'to im^ by slight objec- 
tions. when I' ain cdnvinced in ’^neral bf lbeir feasonatilehwstaDS 

tiiat’dispatfch‘wWch 1 have endtoTdurejIio^re- 
fcbmEflend/'^’^not'ijniy'^hivyre^ 'nffinhed.ro lie 

prying/ tl^t/it'h3nubv'widt*foV'^ sdl^pity of debates,^©? Ihe 
com&oh fdnn's df pi^Mng^iawir ‘ Tlie badger Wlucb e\-ery tnoment 
Bbroa^ifl^fe(jiiii^Vih^h^e‘'dpihidhi6f.'tlirae gentIemen^^’{o^& obvi- 
ated by 'extraordiiwy rheasurw, ‘and that pernicious cominVrwl 
whiohHfireatens'tbe^di^ti-cy’tJf the community, ,is^ to' IjeidAjraih^ 
by ah irnmediate^act' of the preDO^tirel*'':*^^ - . •' 

-- ••' ••-- ^■•s.-.;(r4 n>;wl;V 


vini^ thV nbeSsity^of suc^'^^ti^vSuww^precautiohs 


yjr.'infcoafrijj vKi-; raur yuTf.SfS-i.f .. 

embar^ may be imposedi at once with the, expedition pecUi 

te^fe'pdireir/^and^ the Vuffiqnty wliich‘dahT)e]ranlSrt^ 


i^tidhs'^^i*^1liaVb‘ d^uced'‘if;^^n iittiy^K tfe'covereii*by^themse^!vfflj 
who, if they have'any other scheine.in View, must .explain %t,m 
Cle5rcr%yinii' th^ht'^th'e’Hduii'’^ydeUi>wntc*upo‘h-it^^ahdrgecl or 
aSb^t*i^,*a^b'irdi%'?o^*lts'cbnfi^ity^^^e laws of oufeduh^^ 

J'ic'uvv ant oj ji ct r,'rG 3 tai^]at srsd 
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V)0 DEBATE ON 

' < INIi-. PbjLTENEY spoke thus': — Sir, whatever may he the meaning 
‘Of other gentlemen, who thusl 'undoubtedly be left at full liberty to 
•explain their own expressions, I will freely declare, that I am suf- 
ficiently undei-stood by the right bon. gentleman, and that, in my 
opinion',' ’no. remedy can be applied to the present distemper of the 
nation, a distemper' by which it is hourly pining away, by wliich its 
vitals are impaired, and the necessary nourishment ^vithdrawn from 
it, that will operate with sufficient cflicacy and speed, except an em- 
‘bargo be imposed by the prerogative. 

• That this opinion, if received by the House, must be the subject 
of an address, is in itself manifest, and the reason for which an em- 
bargo is required, proves that an address ought not to be delayed. 

‘ I cannot omit this opportunity of remarking, how’ plainly it must 
now appear that many of us have been unjustly cluargcd with ob- 
structing the progress of the bill for pernicious purposes, with views 
of raising discontents in the nation, of exposing the administration 
to publick hatred, of obstructing the measures of the government, 
or hindering the success of the war, when we have receded from our 
general principles, and suspended tlic infiucnce of our established 
maxims, for the sake of facilitating an expedient which may promote 
the general advantage, by recommending his lilajesty to the aOcc- 
lions of his people. ' ' 

- Mr. PcLHAM here replied to this effect: — Sir, I am far, from 
blaming any gentleman for asserting, on all occasions, the intcgi’ity 
of his designs, or displaying the reasonableness of bis conduct ; and 
of what I do not disapprove I shall not decline the imitation.' 

■ It is not uncommon, in the heal of opposition, while each man 
is com inced of his own honesty, and strongly persuaded of the 
ti-uth of his own positions, to hear ‘each pai-ty accused by the other 
•of designs detrimental to the publick interest, of protracting debates 
hy artful delays, of struggling against their own conviction, and of 
obscuring known truth by objections wbiclt discover themselves to 
be without force. 

, -These accusations, which are on both sides frequent, are, T hope, 
oh both feides generally false 5 at least it must appear on this occa- 
sion, that those who press the bill had no rtews of strengthening 
■ wearying their o^ppnents by obstinacy, 

or of promoting'any private purposes by a new law j since an expe- 
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dienL by which time may he gametl, and the avowed end of hasten 
mg this necessary bdl secured, u no sooner proposed on one part^ 
than received on the other 

Xt '' 

/it the close of the dehoie, e^rm of an ad Irctjt tea# proposed bj Mtf 
h Clutterbuck , w/ae^, being approved bj the House, v:as presented to 
ix ch\s Hlajesti/ and an embargo teas la djtw all protfiion# am?rd- 
Tringlif j ^ , )? 

On the \7th day of sitUng the House proceeded on ihebdlfot prcicnt- 
%ng eipOrta/ion , and ordered an account of the com which had 
been exported for lyr years past to te laid before the commillee 
The House also addressed his Majesty to taJ e oJT tic embargo on shtpi 
■< laden tsiihfsA or riCe, whicA Ais Majesty had 6fore ordered to 6e 
• done ' 

iOft the Qlst the Com HtU was again the stdyect of deliberation, and 
( c some ammdments were o^ered by Mr Sand)#, corJamw^ not only 
*n exceptions of rtcc and fsh, wfiieA Aad been before admitted, but ItAe 
^rtilsobf butter, as d perishable commodtlf/, which tf tt were not al- 
Vj Udiied to be exported, would corrupt and become useless tn a short 
50 fjmc < { 1 I 

Hi proposed h/trettisc,^ that the <tco tstend# of Jersey ond Guernteif 
might coitlintie to be supplied, with certain r«tric/Jon#; /rewy ihe 
no-ypert of Soulhampton f , 

XUt'ibis preposed Ukcunsc, tn farour if some othef colonies, that they 
^ n mlglU tecetre provtstons frota iJrtfatn, lest there sAottW hi a steles- 
Slip for the inhabitant^ if tltose protinces to abandon £Aeir(jct/?e- 
rtTmtsifs * ri ? rrt 5 -] > t ) ’ r j i i 3l I 

ojfTAeipen&ht« of tftis toic, ind the manricr m which t{ ey should he rc 
; j '# cQikred and applied, seert likewise settled on this dayt H i tl it 

S')-* dabp M i.j} Hi n t)ft Hi (Mr! ,t i 

loLt loii/f y li /M Vi a 

oJ t 9 n modi ijv j ' d 1 1 « /CT-I i ' 

Tl c consideration of the Com Bill teas resumed, it was parjt^ 
dcba^tedj^oi^i what tunr i( f auld cpm.inenc^'^f soi^if the 
tcer^ inclined \ 9 fix on tlieHth^daj of the session, Qn^ichirli 
p^^i^oecflsiofiMr,CAMP|EL^sppZfeas/^Wou.s ^ ^ 

^that '■(hc'iaWsmay^be'obsOTetrby tiie'natio 

I i y pi V n « \J1l i jrji 




hdt f<i 

ri'intlrout'daily 



23' 


t)EBATE>0NJ4 


Nov. 25; 


violence and perpetual compulsion^ fthat our determinations may be 
received with ireverence^ and tlie regul.ationa: which^wc establish 


confiimed by the concurrence of our Iconstituents, it is necessary 
fhhthve endeavour to preserve their esteem, andeonviucc tliem that 
Uie publick prosperity may be safely trustedimour hands;-' 

This 'confidence is io 'be' gained as well in high stations, as in 
I’dw'tr conditiohsy'lby-lai'ge assemblies* as 'by indhiduals, only.by a 
<56hstant':practice'^of- justice, and frequent' exertion of superior wis- 
‘^fWhcnahy’raa’n'.finds'his friend oppressive and malicious, he 
'fiaturally withdraw^ liis 'affections froih liim;' W'hen he observes him 
advaheirig' absurd opinions, and adhering to them '.with obstinacy 
incapable of conviction, be falls unavoidably into a distioisL of his 
uhderkanding,' and no longer pays any deference. to his advice,, or 


considers his conduct as' worthy of imitation. •' ’ 

In thd’ same' manner. Sir, if the legislative powere shall, in mak- 
Ingdarvs,' discover- that they regard any motives before the advan- 
iage of theii’ country, or that they pursue the jiuhlick good ijy mca- 
S'ufes inadequate arid''ill-cbfiCcrtcd, w'hat can be expected from the 
pedplei'but that Uiey Should 'set up their own judgement in opposi- 
fibn to that of their governors, makc'themselves the aihUcrs in’ all 
doubtful questions, -tlnd -obey. or disregard .the laws at discretion ? *- - 
irthfs danger may arise fronvdaws -injudiciously drawn up, it may 
surely be apprehended from a compliance with this proposal > a pro- 
■po'^ai'-that the'operatioVof the law should commence eleven days 
before the la'w^tSelf is in being. ' v ■ < 'i ' 

I have liithertOj Sir, regarded it as a principle equally true in po- 
liticks as in philosophy, that nothing can act when it does not exist - 
^'d I did not suspect that a position so evident would ever stand in 
heed 'of a proof or illustration.' “ . 

'•'We^'hve indeed in an age of paradoxes, and havfehcard several nor 


tfohs 'seriously defended, of which s'dihe would, not many years ago, 
have condemned their abetter to a'prison or a madliouse, and would 
'have bfeCn'heardfby the^wisest-of-ciurianceStors with laughter or de- 
teSfatiSn I 'bur-Pdid-Spot "expect •tliat.'th'e most- hardy -innovator 
^buld have -shocked hsyfunderstanding with arposition like tliis„or 
have asserted that a law may operate before djbds made,' or before, it 

isp'fojectedpn :rnoj oi i-3£T . -y-, ni si v, i 


That ■where ihJereds-ijcnlhw. there is; no .‘transgression, isVinaxith 


to 7 Si j’i 


/isi/rricr oj o'dr.no- 
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not only cst»Wisbcd by unircrsal consent, but 5n itself evident imd 
undeniable} and it is. Sir, surely no less certain, that where there 
is no transgression there can be no punishment. - c 

If a man maybe punished, Sir, by a law made nflcr the fact, how 
can any nwn conclude himself secure from the jail or the gibbet ’ A‘ 
man mayeasily find means of beingeertoin that he tins offended no 
law In being, but that will aObrd i» great satisfaction to a mind 
naturally timorous} since & law hcrcaTlcr to be made, may, if this 
motion be sujjposed reasonable, lake cognliance of Ids actions, nnd 
how he can know whether he Im been equally scrupulous to obserre 
the future statutes of fulnre senates, he tvill find It tety difficult to 
determine. 

1 MT.PM.na» TCet:,aiidspoVeihus‘«^ir,iiolviitl«tarwJingtho«S>- 
curdit) which the honourable gentleman imagines himself to liavc 
disco\ercd in this proposal, nnd which he must be confessed to hive 
placed in a very strong light, 1 am of opinion, that it nwy with 
V ery lutle consideratioh be reconciled to reason and to justice, nnd 
that the vvit and satire that have been so libciflJly employed, w iU ap* 
pear to haro been lost In the air, wdthont use nnd without iryury. 

U TIjc operation of the law may stiy properiy cofmneneo from the 
day^n which the embargo was laid b) hU Majesty’s proclamation, 
lyhich surely sras not issued to no purpose, and svlilch ought not to 
bC'disobcycd without punishment.* -■ f •. 

''Sir JouN BA«KAjiPS]»ke next to this elTect Sir, I cannot but 
be somewhat surprised, (hat o gentl«nan "0 long com cnaot in na« 
Uonal affairs, should not ytl ha»c heard or Known the difierenco 
betweCn’n-proclamationrmd a penal law,^' . j 

By a proclamation lus Jlajesty fi»y prevent in some cases what 
be cannot punish j he may hinder thciexportntion of our com by 
ordering .sliips to be stationed at tbeentrouccof our harbours} but 
if any should escape with prohibited cargoes,* lie can \^lnUict po pc- 
Wdties'upon them at their return t 1 1 . * i - 

To enforce tills prohibition by the sanction of punishments lathe 
intention of the present bill } but a proclamation can nial^e noUiing 
criminal, and it is uqjust and absurd to punish an action >thich tins 
legal when it was done. > / j - oi o % a 

The Jaw ought, Sir, in my opinion, not to commence»UR tirajis 
6llowcd for dispersing it to the utmost limits ofithls jslahd }ffbr as 
it Is uftreasonable to puidsh without Jaw, it is not more equitable 
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to a fe bf 'thby 'tvlio liave unliiippiiy 'broken if^ 

could have no intelligence. ^ ^ ^ , . . 


" A' future day was agreed' to.’ ! 


: i ; '.y ”■ 




HOUSE OF COMMONS. 




' ' ; ’ December 2, 17401 ’ ■' 

nEB.4^fi BELATINO' to a seditious rAPEK OF THE SAMEi KIND 
■'^■ \VITM "the ■ CONSIDERATIONS ON ' THE EMBARGO ' ON PKOVI-' 
'■ "SIONS,'^ ^ • . . =.. . . 


XBj^-I’homson foo/i,* noh'ce of a paper whirli he Add 'in Jm handj and 
received it (it the door, where it was given ' tb the ynembers as 
"' '''^theij cahit i'f,' and, complaining of zi as an indignitij offered to Hit 
'^jkous'e, desired that it might lie redd. 'Which being doncj, lie rose v'p. 


i-r!: 


■ '‘‘dhd'spbfce hi substahce dsf(}llowf 


the crime of exasperating the' people against tlicir governors. 


of raising discontent, arid exciting muiTnUrs in a tiriie Of c 
danger, and Of atVemptirig to' represent ivise and salutary measures, 
'i^hich' hai% received the ‘approbation of the whole’ Icgislatut'e, as 
mean artifices, ‘coritnved only to mis'e the fortunes' of somfc faVbilr- 
i'tes of thC'miriiSteiv and ag^’andi^e the officers of state by the mi- 
series of the p&aple, is a crime too enormous to require or admit any 
aggravation froiriT'hetbric, arid ‘too' darigerotis to hope’ for’Uriy'e.x-- 

' crise frorii’Caridour ahdlemt 3 ^' ' ’ ’’'4 

of its 


"fixeci tipo^i’ particular eXpi-essi6ris'’capahle'bf ri Cloubtful mea'riirig, 
'arid^ivhicli llerit' or" iriadTOitency' imight casually 'have produced, blit 
^‘^p|) 0 ®f [ed' by 'ihS'grinCfd 'desigri^f the wh^^^ 

'^npea^ teriOrnf'thiargmm'erit;'vtIuch i^ erideriU 

y-ah’d 
hy the 
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ccncurTcafCfifnll Ihr* powxrj t>t llit* Irjtiilittin?; h jvjtWn^biit a 
achrme ofarrricc to rich l»f Ofptr*H»on. ‘ , / 

• Kor \s thl< writtirn tnmr confi^Va^ rM In- 

solence than U is »U»|»rr»rTl Nrlmntent, Sir, «il1i »ilifr'm;r 'be 
pnxTttlinrTt of t!*r (Ivcatittor lii« Ie<h!>lrinu*Ir|njlinO)ftl hts 
caltmtij* at mr tlorjr; the lltac lew brcn wlira <Irf <'nat Jnn >ku!lal 
in 'ccrct , and calumn’eiL ajninU Uw pitrmmrnt \me tti'jrfTvMi by 
^hi5pmor prir\lp et>njmwnicillnn i hot Urn tvntcr a*' Is insults to 
Vis Iryurir*. an 1 »! /filer rV^tfo.ic'.r< and sVIJh in/ ' ' 

1 bc^ Inse lo ninre, Iherrfonr, lint ifjc tin erntnre lIiLi 

paper as *' a mallcimi* ruid f><nmU!mi> bbcl. hlplilj* nni injuriously 
rcfiectjnjjupon aju«tand ttiseactof hUMijcs(j;’»fwernmvnt,wvl 
a\»o upon lliP jjroceetlinq^i nf boili Hmnn of scnitr > artltm(iiii|Tto 
crmlejcalousim tn tbr mlntl* of the pmplc.“ I also in<nr, " llrtl 
the author may be onlrfetl (o nttmtl, to Iw rxatrlnnl at ptir Iwr,” i 


: [Tlib wj tinnnlmtnuly aj^retd to l.y l!sr !lcni.«. Tl>e tlocr- 
3-frjser hm callol in, and brin^ fltown llj* pajirr, ssnt a»l.ftl from 
trhom 1 ) 0 nxeitcfl it ^ olio nntwrml, llct h" b IjctmI the pt-fyon 
Vfho dcUrerrJ it to liitn, irat tlien dctainr'l In one of the rornrnfllee 
rooms, upon uhichlw tvw onlcml to hwl. fur,ar'l fetch himtothe 
bar. 

taVinff noilce that the peron «ai almilyln c«i* 
1od», nt<l, tJut Lc ihouhl l>e pl-uJ lo hnoir l;y »»hM nulhorily. -It 
srnt not rcx«onah!c In punish firit, apti jiulj^e nflerJanis 
v.- Upon which Sir //'. .lonje tvj'Ued, tint he had eaus«l Ivim to Ixs 
drtained, in order to kno'v the pleasure of the llousci and tint 
he thought Jl his duty to tecutr to cnonnouj an offender from 
escaping. ^ 

Soon after the door-keeper brought the man in, irhen he de# 
chrctl, upon cxaminatcan, Ids ntme and his profe*ilon, ^ssldcU 
%s-ns that of a rernener, and ownnl, with great openness, tliat he 
Hat tlwj author of the iwpcr. Jle was then oikeil, who uus the 
, printer, and ariisrcrwl, that he printed it hlniidf. ll'lilcli he cx- 
•plftiooil afiensardv liy raying, that at lie h3«l rarrieil it to, iho 
prmlcr’e, he might, Iw tald, in the p’neral wceptation of the term, 
htn])pl»nl to an autlior, to bn tbe prioler, die then discorerctl tho 
Ipnnter, ami Hut asked, ulicrc ,tvi» the jorigimd ;nanu*cript, tvhiidi 
Jie {Aid hcjiaddcsjroicd^ as ly; did any other ^lcs3 piper. ^ ^ 
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It having been t>bserved by some of the members, that it-svas 
printed in one of the daily papers, he was->asked, 'tvho carried it 
Blither } and.answered/ that he carried it liimself. ' It "vvas then de- 
manded, what he gave for -having it inserted, ahd he answered that 
he gave nothing. : . " ■ ' > 

After many questions, Blr. Uenry Archer desired that he might 
be asked. Whether on the Friday before he was in the gallery ? 'at 
which some of the members expressed their disapprobation, and the 
man being ordered to withdraw, the following debate ensued upon 
the propriety of the question.] ' 

Mr. Sandys spoke first in substance as follows Sir, those.who 
are entrusted by their countiy with the authority of making laws, 
ought undoubtedly to observe them with theutmost circumspection,, 
lest they should defeat their own endeavoui's, and invalidate by their 
example their own dcci'ees. -- ' - ‘ 

There is no part. Sir, of our civil constitution more sacred, none 
that has been more revered by those that have ti-ampled upon other 
forms of justice, and w'antoned in oppression without restraint, 
than that privilege by vvlucli cvciy Briton is exempted from the 
necessity of accusing himself, and by which he is entitled to refuse 
an answer to any question which may be asked, with a view' to draw 
from him a confession of an ofience vvhicli cannot be proved. • ' - 
- 'Wliethei- tliis great privilege. Sir, is not violated j whether the 
nnalienable right of a free subject is not infi-inged, by the question 
putto the person at our bar, the House must decide. The punish- 
ment to which- intruders are subject by the orders of this House, 
proves that his presence in the house is considered as a crime, of 
which, as we have no proof of it, a confession ought not to ho ex- 
torted by an artful and insidious question, of which he may not dis- 
cover! the intention or the consequence. .Sucli treatmcnt>(Sir, is 
i-atker to be expected by slaves in the inquisition of Spain,^.than'a 
Briton aO the bar of this House'} ‘at'Hopsc instituted to preset-Vo' 
liberty, and to restrain injustice and-oppression. -■ • 

Mr. Campeele spokd next to this effect; — Sir, I cannot 'bUt^con-i 
cur withr the' opinion oflthe honourable gentleman] -that,'’’ in re- 
quiring an answer to this question, we shall expose a man to a pU.- ’> 
nishraent against vVhom we have no fevidciice but What is -eStorted 
fi-om'vhimselfpiand consequently no -knowledge ''of* his' 'crime -upon' 
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-wc can -ptocetd to inflict censures or penalties, without tie 
manirest infractibn faf our constitution. i r wu d' 

.It cannot be imiJ^ned, Sir, that he Intends to confess himself 
guiltyiof aiCrimelof uhich no proof has been brought, ’or that he 
will Toluntarily subject himself to punishments. It must/thereforc,' 
follow that he is intrapped in hisexanunation, by an artifice, svhich, 
1 hope, ivill never find any countenanfc an tHs House. ' M 

Mr. WxvNiKtJTON answered to the folloivxng purpose Sir, U 
is not impossible that the honourable gentlemen, liarjng not lately 
looked into tUe orders of the House, may mistake the tendency of 
the question •, I thcrefoTC mose, that the order mav be read. . 

< order being read by the clerk, he proceeded . , 

It is evident, Sir, that, by the order now read, the scijeantat 
arms attending on this House, may take into custody all strangers 
that shall be found in the house or gallery while we arc assembled ] 
tind that this order is pot tdways put in practice, must be attributed 
to the lenity of the House. But that this order extends to past of- 
fences, and subjects any man to imprisonment for ha> mg been pre- 
sent on some former day, cannot be conceived Tor how far may 
fiuch a retrospect be <;ttendcd? or at what time after haiing in- 
truded into the house, can any man presume to consider himself 
as exempt from the danger of imprisonment ? r r o 

j>Our order. Sir, r only decrees present pimishmcnt for present of- 
•ffpees;^ and therefore the question-asked by the honourable gentle- 
•man,- may be insisted on without scruple, nndanswered without 
hazard.' , Let then the tionourable gentlemen reserve their laudable 
2eal for our comtitutioa till it eliall be inroiicd by more important 
occasions, ' r ) ••> i* i i , - » i » i v - 7 

^ Mr/^StNpys Veplied i — Sir, wZiat victory the honourable gentle- 
man Imagines biraself'to liavo gained, or whence proceeds nil his 
Xrant0nnes3ofexultation,‘l am not able, to discover. The question 
only, relates to the interpretation of one of our own oidori, and is' 
therefore not of the highest iroportonCo; nor can his success in. so ’ 
trwwl a debate entitle lihn to gicat applauscfroni others, or ph)- 
duce, in a person of lus nbibtics, any uncommon salisfacUon to < 
himself ) /| I n f r f , {•)»,, 11 ! I i. » 

^Butwliatevcr may be the pleasure of the victdiy, itSnusbntleast < 
be gained before 1 1 can be celebrated; land it U bytno mcana evident'* 
•that he has yet any* reason to assure himself of conquest. 
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ttle braet^ Which?he:li!a^ScS;CM 
laid before^tTieTJbusej Seerns ^o’me ib have no 
bf^ justidd^^foPif if; agdinst th&'House to be preseM at 

'Mi^doHsultiatibnsi^aiia^ that Offence be justly punishable; why.shQnld 
any inan dje] exempt; from gust censure by: an , accidentaLescape ? 
of \vhati<bia'kes: !.the vdifference? between this;;crirbe :and any .other; 

thafedhisialorie mustfhemnihfediately^punigheay-ordniinediatelyiObr 

Uterated, and that a lucky flight is equivalent to innocence ? 

;>YrIt5iE :surely; SirjSmoreirationahrtO jbelievey jthat . thevHquse'may 
punish , any , breach obatsiordematia distant time ;; that;jLf qur,.Gen^ 
sure is .once:eluded;'it-may becafterwards:enforced; :^andi :therefpip,,- 
. that- the question.putto the person at thebar ought npt-tqbe asked, 

’ becausedt cannotiaafely be answered.n ;uj ' o - v : ' 

'.Mr. -PuLTENEY spoke next in words tpythis effect §u;, I;c^not 
but conceive that our order .may;, extend its influence}beyond vthe 
qjrteentmPment;' and that, intimsions, may be punished (by<the Dpuse 
c^nnianother day; thanithat :on whiph .they ..were j cprnmitted;;-; 

Epv i I; am iso far. Sir; from being; of ;opinion, that> tp; uiake the, (Oxecu- 
.r.tionvbfi this": order : valid; : the. House mustAsitrypthputjinterrpp^qn 
-frbin'the time of the.bffence to;tliat .of, the punishment, .ithat.,if 
•-^gentlemen.' in ' the ’gallery LVirere tO’be taken into custody,f|j.jShp,i^ld 
ir adtise the’serjeant to nyait till the House shpuld break up;, an^, seize 
..:^them as they should cOme out; rtwi.? uiOU ; ; 'dafri 

/.ii Sir;WiLLiAsr.YoxGE.'spOke nextjin the; manner fpllpwingtrijSir, < 
if anysuch punishment.were nowiintended; I'shpuld -adyise^/be gen- 
ertlemen-inthe gallery t6:retire,.indeedy but .not-tp hide; themselves 
Yvlikeifelonsy-jor^menproscribed by proclamation jiyfprryas, , the .power 
siof seizing.any.mandn thebouseis.sufficient-tp securejus-rffgm.in,- 
-otrusion/ there.is no rcasou:ctpiiextend.it|,farthen3:>and,penalties;are 
not withoutreason to be anflictedYPeithen has jthg iHpuse eyeypoypted 
:'t.the - power:; of ^oppressing ; .. and vwhat : else -jis; /unnecessa:^ pupish- 


;-';ibeilt.? ''••txj ii.> civ/ i'lit 

I n c If; therefore,. ;an intruder.- is' not. seized i in; ,th.e;act . pfrintrusipn, be 


VlfminotiegnllybejimprisPnecl-fPr.iitir.Andanyjpf-.the^strangem,.’^^^ 
s!inQunhcair’thi3;aebate;may.retire tora;veryjsm§ll distance, ^rqm^hc 



house; and s.ctthe%erjeant.'atarms)'at:.defiance?; .j-.'.r : I 

nfoSImRaBEHT’/WAtPontJsthen: spoke: to:ithis-.effecti^ir,, 3 whether 

thc^questiou be-prbpcrLor nobutJseems ;ve,ryjannec,essary to deb^itej 
because;;hQwevcr it be: ans^y.ered/ut ^cannot be of great importanee,; 
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jthe man has already confessed himself the author of the libel, and 
,may, therefore,' be punished wtbout farther exarmnaUon. ^ 

That Jie is the real author. Sir, J am not indeed convinced by^his 
-assertion, uifti whaterer confidence jit svas nwdej jfor so for asjiis 
(appearance enables ‘me to judge of his education and sphere of life, 
dt 13 not probable that he should be muchhersed in political in- 
‘quine", or that Ue should engage in the discussion of questions like 
this. I a 1 a r/ ^ ( I II , 

K'-Tiiere ^appears. Sir,' in the papenbefore us, a more extensue 
knowledge’ of facls,>a inore accurate attention to commerce, more 
artful’reasoning, and a more elevated style, tlian it is reasonable to 
expect from th'is mao, whom,'without pretending to determine tlie 
limits of his capacity, or the compass of his knowledge, 1 am, for my 
-part, inclined to look Upon as an agent to some other person of 
Uiigher station, and greater accomplishments. / i , 

is not uncommon, Sir, for gentlemen to exercise their abilities 
and employ their pens upon political questions, and when tliey have 
'^duced any thing, which their complaisance for thcmscUes 
"equally hinders tliem from owning and suppressing, they a^ekno^ra 
^to prochfesome person of inferior rank to take upon him in publick 
hie character of the author, and to stand the daugcr of the prose* 
•bution, contenting themselves with the applause and admiration of 
their chosen friends, whom they trust witli the important secret, 
and with whom they sit and laugh at the conjectures of the publick, 
■"^nd the ignorance of the ministry. • Oi • n r , . 

^ This,’ Sir, is a frequent practice, not only with those who havdho 
'Olhfer employment, but, as I Ita\e sufficient reasons tobeheTejamang 
■'^oriie’' gentlemen who ha'e seats in this house,' gentlemen' whose 
®1£biUties and knowledge qualify them to serve the publick in charac- 
^ 'iere''Tnuch superior to that of bmpoonera of the government, joo . 
^fr. PoLTENE Y answered in terms to the follo^ng'purpose-*— Sir, 
whether the man who confessed himself the author of the paperhas 
^'ac^dsed himself of wliat lie'dtd not* commit, hr’ lias ingenudu^ly and 
openly discovered the truth, it is beyond my penetration bbsolntely 
to decide;-the frarikness and unconcern with whichihe-raadelhe 
^ declaration, give it at least the appearance of truth/ nor doJL^'s* 
^ 'cbver any'reason for doubtin^diis sincentjv / Is there any Smproba- 
' bility iri the nature Of, the fact that shoUldincKne us.ta‘suspecthis 
"i cracity'yJIS^tUe^n^ apparent adnmtBgc.to be gained by assoiamg 



r 



-a false cliaracter 1 ISfeithcr of^'fliole circuinstaxic^ can be produced 
t^ainst himi and an assertion is to" be admitted for its own sake, 
hvben thfere is nothing to invalidate'it'. ’ 

But the honourable gentleman. Sir, appears to have a very parti- 
cular reason for liis doubts j' a reason, which will, I hope, have no 
'Weight with any but himself. By denying the paper to this man, he 
^giV& room for 'conjecture and suspicion to range far and wide, and 
wanton with whatever characters he shall think proper subjects for 
■^his auiHsemenl:. An author is now to be' Sought, and many divert- 
'ing" arguments may -be brought by the 'tlullcsfcnquircr for fixing 
•it Upon one man, or denying it to another. ’ 

The honourable gentleman. Sir, haS given us a bold’spccimcn of 
this kind of wit, by ‘insinuating that it is thd production 'of sduib 
k)ne of the members of this House-3 a conjecture of which’! aih not 
•able to find the foundation, and therefore imagine, that Taiileiy^ 
.'fathen than argument was intended: ' But let the hUnburahle gen- 
tleman recollect, that the chief excellence of raillery is pOlitene^, 
to which lie has surely paid little regard, in Supposing that njiat 
has been urtanimously condemned as a' libel, has oUe of tlwsc tvho 
censured it for its author, ' ' ' ' .. n . .'j 


- If I am particularly hinted at in this sagacious cohjeettu-e, I tiillc 
this '-opportunity of declaring that I am equally ignorant of Oie 
Wliole aflkir with any other gentlernamin this house ; that I 
Saw the paper, till it’was delivered to me at the ddor, northe'uil- 
thof till he'appeaicd at the bar. 'Having 'thus' cleared 'mysClf, Sir, 
from tills aspersion, I declare it as my opinion, that every gentleman 
in the house can safely purge himself in the same manner 3 for I 
cannot coheeiveV that any of them can have Wiitteh a libel like tliis. 
There *^afe,' indeedj fome passages which ht'ould not disgrace the 


greatest abilities, and some maxims tiue in theittselvefe, tlioughperi 
hapf fallafciongly applied,' and 'at leait ^uch an appearaiice of rcason- 
ing*ahafktlowiedgfe,'as sets the writer for aboveThe le% el of the con- 
temptible 'sefibbleTs '-of 'thS^’-niihi^tCrial' vindications : a’ liferd’ of 
wretches whdhv neilhfer-infofinatioii^ can' enlighten, hdr'afflueiice 
elelafesnbw^'dfudgcs '8f^scuh‘ilitj%’wh(ife'd scaiidal is ‘harmless for 
WdriKoTwltS-arid'vvhoSe-bppositibtt^ only troublesome • from tile 
peitihScxbMri^l'bfsfefp^dief!^^'^' "x.-' i 

^fm'fl\fchmilfeiise^ka^s^Src‘'dikrib‘Utedte 
it‘d£^ «kfoe''^‘d^rble'nbh-eh%h^ it caiidSt 'de'iihdpned ‘tliat 
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pay tlscin expect any support from thciTAbiUUca ■' If 
fbcir^patrons wopW read Ihcir untingSy their sabnes u-ould quicUy 
be NSithdrawi, for a few pages xvould cocirincc them, tbit they can 
^nerl|ier cttaidc^or defend, neither raise any ttians reputation by 
their panegjnc, nor destroy it by their defamation 
Sir RoBEcy W^miiE then apohe in the following manner —I 
jlujpc it 13 not expected, that the heat with which one class of our 
political jmlers hare been attached by tlic honourable gentleman, 
should engage m" to undertake their defence uith the same ear- 
nestness J bare neither interest enough in the question to awaken 
mj passions, nor curiosity or leisure sulhaent for such on exami- 
nation of the wilings on each aide, as « ntec^ary, before the su- 
pcnonly of an) author aboic hts brethren can be justly n««en<*d 
IS no part, Sir, of luy employment or amuccroent to compare 
their arguroeuts, or to balance their nbihbcs, nor do 1 often read 
the papers of either party, except when lammfurmcd lij some that 
haie more inclination to eueh studies Ilian myfclfi that tl cy Inrc 
by some accident nboic their common Icscl * 

^ f Vet that"! may not appear cnbrtly to desert the question, 3 can 
not forbear to say, that I Itaie neicr, from tlicsc acod’'ntat ins|)cc- 
tvw^of^hcir pejfonuaficc*, di co>cared any reason to emit llu. nu 
tliprjjvho ivnte agninst the udmuihtmtion/ to n higher degree ol 
yepujation tlian their opponents Hiat any of tlicm dc“mc Joitd 
appbtiscS/ I cannot assert, and am afnud tint alb Minch desenes 
to^Cjprescncd of the wntings cn either side, may bccon.tr$.ctedto 
few volumes ^ ^ » 

j The pnters for tlie oppotition appear to me to be nothing more 
than jlhe echoes of their prrdcccssois, or, what is still more dcspiC- 
ablc,of thciuseli es^ gpd to Imc produced nothing irt the la*t seieh 
5 ear«^ vtblcU had not been 2 Aid*eMJi ycara before > 

may, pciliap*, be thought by •some genthraen of each chss to 
contemptuousiy of their advocates, nor sliall I think my own 
opinion le«3 just for 'ucli a'censure, for tliq reputation ofeontnv* 
^ersial witers arises, generally, from tlje prepossession off their 
readers m favour of the opinions whi^h they cndcaiour to defend. 
Men easily admit |ie force of an argumcnt.nli{cli tends to support 
notions, that it is their interest to ditfusc, nndjtadily tlnd,>vit 
epirit m n satire pointed at eharacten ^vhich they desire to depress 
^ut to^tbe opposite party, and^cyea^to tlicmsc^vcsy whcn^tjicir 
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'Q false chara'cici' "t Neither of those ciroumsta’nc^ ean be producctl 
.'against liinii and an assertion is to be admitted for its o^sn sake, 
'Svlicn there is nothing to invalidate it. 

But the honoumble gentleman^ Sir, appears to have a verj’ parti- 
cular reason for liis dbubts; a'rcjtson, which Nvill, I hope, have no 
'WcightKvith any but himself. By denying the pajfcr to this man, he 
’giVes'room for conjecture and suspicion to range far and wide, and 
wanton with whatever characters he shall think proper subjects for 
his ainiisenjent. An author is now to be sought, and many divert- 
ing- arguments may be brought by the dullest fchqvmcr lor fixing 
it Upon one man, or denying it to another. 

The honourable gentleman. Sir, has given us a bold specimen of 
this kind of wit, by insinuating that it is the production of rdme 
^ne of the members of this House j a conjecture of which I hrn 'not 
^able to find' the foundation, and therefore imagine, that taillcry 
'Yather than afgun)ent was intended.' ' But let the hbriounablc gen- 
:tlcihan recollect, that the chief excellence of raillciy is politenosi, 
to which he has surely paid little xcganl, in supposing that 'wdiat 
has been unanimously condemned as a' libel, has 6n6 of those tvho 
censured it for its author. ' . . * * 


• If- 1 hm particularly hirilcd at in this sagacious conjecture, I hike 
this opportunity of declaring that T am ccpi.-illy ignorant of the 
whole affair with any other gcnilemau' in this house 5 that I iicvcb 
saw- the paper, till it iviis- delivered to nic at tlic dbor, nor thc’hU- 
thorTiU he appcaicd at the bar. Having thus' cleared myself. Sir, 
from tills aspersion, I declare it as my opinion, that cverj' gentleman 
ih'the Kotiae can safely puigc himself in the same numner; for I 
cannot conceive',- that any of them canhhvc wiiltcn a libel like this. 
There -’ai'e,- indeed, some passages wliich Svbuld not disgrace' the 
greatest abilities, and some maxims time in thcmselvcfe/Uioughperi 
•bap^ falldcibi61y applied, and at least such ah appcaraiicc -of reiison- 
ing-ahd'ktlbwleilge, as sets the writer far above the Ici'cl of the coii- 


tCih^ible'scribbldt^ ''bf'thfr-'hiiihislcrial’ vindications: a iiefil of 
wretches ■vvh'6m--heitli6r-ihforihatiod‘ chu’ chliglitcn, hbr'amuCn'ce 
ciev'dfe'j^roW-’di'udgcs bf'sdirrilitj^’whbsb scandal is 'harmless for 
w'diitiof wlt5-*aiidHvli6sc bpp'orifibn‘''is only troublesome 'irom the' 
pertiSaeiMfo'^f’bFsfupidhy:'— ■ = • ■'■s 

dVhy^sybh^^iktilhrise'kafris <irc ‘distributed ym'oh^t' fhcsc' reptiles, ' ' 
it'-ifi 6<jShle'^feible hot'cHtjuifcj-for it cabfiBt' b'c^iiiVd^hed'- thht 
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jTfh^ pay them expect any support from the^^ilitiea If 
t^r^pat^ons wopl^jread thejr wiatmgs, their salanes't’iould guicUy 
withdrawn, for a few pages would convincethem, thatthey can 
attack ^or defend, neilher raise any man s reputation by 
their panegyric, nor destroy it by their defamation ^ 

Sir RoBEny^WALroLB then spo^e in the foUowingjnaimet — I 
fkope it IS jHOt expected, Jbat the heat with which one class of tmr 
^poUhe^ jyntera ha\ e been attacked by the honourable gentleman, 
should engage me to undertake their defence wth the same ear- 
,nestnessi have neither mtere&t enough in the question toawaken 
my passions, nor cimosity or l^orc sulDcient for Such an exami 
^nj^onj of the writings on each side, na is necessary, before the su- 
periority of any author above his brethren can be justly asserted/ 
I^js no part. Sir, of my employment or nmufeement to compare 
thjjr arguments, or to balance. that abibtics, nor do Ij often read 
\he paper? ofeithei party, except when I am informed bysometliat 
^ip^inoi^ inclination to such studies than mjeelf^ that -they have 
by some Occident above their-comm^n level ^ j i 
^ appear entirely to desert the question, I can 

not forbear to say, that I haic neier, fiom these accidental inspee- 


ti<^ 3 ^of^heir pe^ormances, discovered any reason to exalt the au 
thpt^^who wiite aenmst the admiaistratioiv. to a higher degree of 
jt^putation tlian iheir opponent* TTiat any of them deserve loud 
app|aus«, I cannot assert^ and am afraid-tbat^lhSThich deserves 
to Jie^reser^ed of the vi nUngs on either side, may be contri cf ed to 
?£jf^ few volumes ^ ^ i pj. 

I ^vnters fprAhe oppoation appear to^roe to be nothing more 
than^tVe^-cchoes of fbeir jiredeces^ots or, what w still more de^pic 
able, of them®eh es^ qpd to have produced nothing id the last sej eh 
yeare^ n fiich had not been: said se\en jeai-a before 

may, peibap*, be thought by -some gentlemen of each cla's-to 
5peak rontemptuou^y of then, advocates nor shall I think my owa 
opinion less just for such a'cemure-, for thq reputation ofeontro- 
^e^ial wTiters arises, generally, from tlj 6 pryP9Ssfessii?i) ofrtheir 
readers in favour of the opinions nhi9b they endeavour J» defend. 
Men easily admit ^e force of an orgupientjvhicb tend* to support 
notions that it is their interest to diffuse, and j^dily ^pd, JY^t and 
epirit in ft satire pointed at ^hamctccs yvhich^hcy dcsjre tc^jdeprcaS 
hntji^tbe opposite patty, and even ^hen^elves^ wbra tjigr pas- 
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sions ha%'c snbpidcd, and tlit-ir inl"r>’r't n. di'ttnifcd front tbc ques- 
tion, tliopc niYriitriants ajqu'ar only loud a'^oriions, or empty roj.lii- 
strj'; andtliatv.it. vdiich v.as clamonni-ly prai'-rd, di-'-ovcn it.sdf 
•to be only iinpudence or low conccit.i ; tli-a .spinl ( i,ajM)ratf'i, ami 
the nwlignity only remains. 

If we consider, Sir, what ojijio'ilion of cbanu.lcr i" ner.f'--ary to 
xon-titutc a politictd writer, it will not lie wondcreri, that po few 
.excel in Ibat undcrl.ahinp;', lie that will write well in pditich?, 

■ must at the same time have u ctimplctc knowledge of the que.ition, 
and time to digest his thoughts into method, and poIWi lii-s style in- 
to elegance j which is little less llinn to say, he must be at once a 
man of business, and n man of leisure; for jiolitical tran<=ant ions arc 
not easily undemtood, but by those who arc engtiged in them, and 
•the art of writing is not attainable without long pmdicc, and tc- 
dontar)' apjilication. 

Thus it happens that political writings are generally defective : 

• for they are drawn up by men unacquainted with public!; business, 
and wlio.cnn therefore qnly amuse their readers ^vilh fallacious re- 
citals, specious sophistries, or an agrec.ablo style; or they are the 
.hasty productions of busy ncgociators, wlio, though llicy cannot 
-but excel the other class of writers in that wliich is of most import-, 
ance, the knowledge of their .subject, ai-c yet rarely at leisure to dis- 
•jilay that knowledge to ads'antage, or add grace to solidity. 

Writers of the latter sort appear hut seldom, and most of ourjx)- 

• litical papers are the amusements of leisure, or the expedient.s of 
want. 

Whether the paper now before us, is the produce of ease, or of 
.necessity, I shall not detei-minc ; I have already oRcred my opinion, 
.tliat the man tvho claims it, is not the author, nor do I discover 
any reason for changing my sentiment ; the quc.stion is a question 
.merely of conjecture, since neither 1 nor the honouraidc gentleman 
attempt to offer any demonstrative proofs of our opinion. If he 
hsis any to produce in favour of his own notions, let him lay them 

• before you ; but let him always forbear to impute to me as.sertions 

. which I never uttered, and beware of representing me as declaring 
that I believe tliis paper the composition of some member of this 
..House, ■ ' ' 
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[If tcfls then debated v>hether this ojence should be jiUnxshed by the 
mcthmty of the Home, or referred to the cogm-ance of some of ike 
courts of judicature iw Westminster Hall, on nhich occasion Mr 
Hoi\ E spoke as follows] 

Sir it IS the duty of eicry ^rt of thel^abfure, not only tojire 
eenc the whole sjstem of our government unaltered and unim-^ 
paired but to attend particularly to the support of their own pnn- 
Jeges pm ileges not cooferred upon them by oUr ancestors but for 
wise purposes < 

It 13 the privilege 6f this House that ue, and we only, are the 
judges of our oun rights and ne only, therefore, can assign the 
proper punishment when tliej shall be presumptuously invaded ^ 

^ If he remit this oflender, who has attempted to debase theHousa 
m tfie “opinion of the nation, to any infenor court, wc allow tliat 
court to determine, by the punishment tliat shall be inflfcted^ the 
importance of this assembly, and the i a!ue of the collective charac-, 
tci of this House f 

ft*lbere{bre concerns us, in reganl to our own dignity, nnd to ^ 
tlie^prmleg4s of our auccessoi-s, that we retain the cpgnizance of 
th^tiimCin our omi hands m which is placed by pei^etualpre-j 
ecriptidn and the onture of our constitution * . 

I 4 4 

[The Houe agreed to this, and the libeller teas sent to the common 
gaol of Middlesex, by icarrant/rom the Spea^erJ ^ ^ ^ , 

Sir lliLLXAM loNGE tlicti spokc to this effect ~Sir, I ,am 
pleastxl with finding that tlic malice and indecency of this libel has^ 
leased m tbs. Hwtos a tsssiUstvsnt, awd that tiis wssteb, ffbor , 
With a confidence «o steady, and such apjxiarance of satisfact^n jn 
his countenance, confesses, or rather jiroclaims, himself the author, 
is^ {rented as he descries But let us not forget that the same de^ 
gree of guilt al«a)s requires the same punishment, and tligt when 
the author of scandal is in pnson, the printer and propagator of it , 
ought hot io be at liberty ^ i 

<nje prinfer of the daily rieivs is surely the'" proper olyect of your*^ 
ihHign:ibon,“ivlio inserted ^lus hb^ in fils' p^dr,* ivlthout* the fond-\ 
ness of an author, and uithout the temptation of a bribe , a bribe, 
by the help of ivluch it is usual to circulate scurrility To this mf|n 
the expense or bbour of a*persuig tte government was recimpen- 
VoA I D 
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sctl by the pleasure, and he could not prevail ujion himself to omit 
any opportunity of incensing the pco])lc, and exjiosing at once the 
whole legislature to censure and contempt. 

Those, therefore, that have concurred in the imprisonment of the 
authol’, will doubtless join with me in requiring the attendance of 
his officious accomjdice, and I cannot forbear cvprcssing my hope.', 
that he will not meet Avith hinder treatment. 

It is far from being the first on'cnce of his licentious ])i-csc ; and 
the lenity of the government, by which he has been so long .sjiarcd, 
has had no other effect ujion him, than to add confidence to his ma- 
lice, and incite him to advance from one degree of im]nidcncc to 
anot her. 

lie has for several weehs jicrbistcd in misrepresenting the inten- 
tion of the embargo, b)' let tors jn-ctended to be written by friends 
of the government who arc injured by it. He has vented his in- 
sinuations hitherto, as with impnnity, so, as it appcar.s,^wit]ioul 
fear. It is time, therefore, to disturb his .security, and restrain him 
finm adding one calumny to another. 

Sir John Baknaud rose up hereupon, and opposed this motion in 
terms to the following eficct: — Sir, the end of punishment is to 
prevent a repetition of the same crime, both in the offcntlcr, and in 
those who may have the same inclinations, and when that end is 
accomplished, all farther severities have an appeamnee rather of 
cruelty than justice. 

By punishing the author of this libel, avc liaA C, in my opinion, 
sufficiently secured our dignity from any future attacks ; we have 
crushed the head of the confederacy, and prevented tlie subordinate 
agents from exerting their malice. Printers can do no inj 017 with- 
out authors ; and if no lUtln shall dare to write a libel, it is not wor- 
thy of our enquiry how many 'may be inclined to publish it. 

' But if the printer must necessarily he punished before the resent- 
ment of the House can be satisfied 5 if it shall not he thought suf- 
ficient to punish him’ without whose assistance the other could not 
have offended ; let us at least confine our animadversion to the pre- 
sent fault, without tracing back liis life for past misdemeanore, and 
charging him with accumulated Avickedness ; for if a man’s whole 
life is to be the subject of judicial enquiries Avhen he shall appear 
at the bar of this House, the most innocent will have reason to 
ti'emble Xvhen they appix)ach it. 
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E\cn uUh it^rd, Sir, to the oQcitcu of «Iuch he is ’now ac- 
cufcil, somewhat may, jKrltajH, be s-ud in evtenuation of hu guilt, 
which 1 do not oHer t<i gratify any personal aiToction or rcgartl for 
him, towhom I am equally a Urangcr with any other getulcmaii in 
this House, but to prc\cnt a pumshment w hicli may be hcrejitlcr 
Umught dlsproportloncd to tl»e crinw. 

It is. Sir, to be remembered, that Ivc was not tlic original printer 
of the libel, which he only i-eprintcd from a pcqicr, <»f which he hnew 
tiiat it NTas to be dispersed nt our door, an<l in uiiicli he could not 
naturvlly suspect any wtliiiovw or rlangcrous assertions to be con- 
tained. It is, therefore, probable tliat he fell into the ofTence ijy 
ignorance, or, at worst, hy inadierlcncy ; and, as lus intention was 
not criminal, he may properly be spared. 

Mr. IVisNisGTos tpoLc in answer, to this ctTcct 'Sir, I cannot, 
but think the honourable gentleman betrajed by his zeal for the 
defence of this man, into soma assertions not to be supported by law 
or reason. If it be innocent to print a paj»cr once printed", will it 
not incsitubly follow, that Utc most ibgitlous falsehoods, andtho 
most enormous insults on the crown itself, the most seditious ’in- 
seethes, and most dangerous posiUoas, may be dUiKWcd through 
the whole empire, without any danger but to the original printer ’ 
And what reason, Sir, can be assigned, whytliatwliich is criminal in 
one mao, should be innocent in another I 

. Nor is this the only position which lias been advanced contrary 
to the laws of our country } for it lias been a'serted, that tlic general 
cliaracter of an ofiender is a consideration foreign from tliat of his^ 
immediate crime; and that ulmtcicr any man’s ]iast life has been, 
he is only to be judged according to the ciidcncc foe the oirence 
which is then tlic subject of examination. 

•How much tills opinion Is consbtent uilh the pinctlce of our 
courts, n scrj' slight hnou ledge of tJrcir nictlinds of proceeding will 
readily dlscmcr. Is anj silliin there comirttd but by the influence 
of his diameter? And is not the chief question at a trial the jwst 
conduct of the person at the bar? » 

Sir Joiijj Bae.vako rose here, and sjioke thus Sir, I rise up only 
t{) answer a question, which is, whether properly or not, put to me, 
and hope the irregularity will not be imputed to me by the House, 
but to the occasion which produces it, 

, I am osked, whether it is not the chief question at the bar of oun 

Hi' 
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courts of justiccj what is the character of.the prisoner? and cannot 
but feel some amazement that any man should be so ignorant of 
common proceedings^ and so much unacquainted with the execution 
of our ]aws,*as,to have admitted a notion so chimerical. • , - 

The character of the prisoner is never examined, except when it 
is pleaded'by himself, and v/itncsscs are produced to offer testimony 
in his favour ; that' pica, like all others, is then to be examined, and 
is sometinies confuted by contrary evidence. But the character of a 
criminal, though it may be urged by liimself as a proof of liis in- 
nocence, is never to be mentioned by his‘ prosecutor as an aggrava- 
tion or proof of his guilt. It is not required by the law, that the 
general character of a criminal, but that the particular evidence of 
the crime with which he stands charged, sliould be examined j nor 
. is his character ever mentioned but by his own choice, 

Sir^WiLLiAM YoxVge spoke next, to the effect following : — Sir, 
to prove the malignity of the intention with which this libel was in- 
serted. in the daily paper, it cannot be improper to obsen-Q, that the 
embargo has been for many days past the . favourite toj)ic of this 
piinter 5 and that, therefore, it was not by accident that he admitted 
so zealous an advocittc for his opinions to be seasonably assisted by 
the circulation of- his paper, but tljat he doubtless was delighted 
with an opportunity of dispensing sedition by means of greater ahi- 
lities than his own. , / 

Nor can it be justly pleaded. Sir, in liis favour, tliat.he w-as en- 
couraged to publish it by, the confidence with ■which, he saw it dis- 
persed ; for it was printed by him in the morning, and not brought 
hither till > the afternoon. I cannot, therefore, but conclude, that 
his intentions were agreeable to his practice, and that he dcsen’es 
to accompany the author in his present confinement. 

The Advocate Camebell spoke next to this purpose 5 — Sir, I hope 
it -will not be imputed to me as disregard of the government, or 
neglect of the honour of this House, that I declare myself, on all 
occasions like this, inclined to lenity, and think it necessary always 
to proceed by regular methods, and known forms of justice, not by 
capricious determinations, and orders variable at pleasure. 

I opposed.the imprisonment of the man who just now appeared • 
at the., bar of our House, and am still more unwilling to proceed to -• 
severities against another, who is criminal only in a subordinate ' 
degree. The loudest declaimers against these men cannot havjj 
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stronger detestation of falsehood and sedition than myselfp'but 
however flagrant may be the crimes, they may be punished withnn- 
jtistifiahle ngour, and, in my opinion, we have already proceeded 
>vith severity sufficient to discourage any other attempts ofjtlie 
■same kind. m 

'‘WhetUer^it will promote the advantage-of the pubUck,'and the 
•efficacy of our deliberations, to,deteriany man from the common 
'practice of giving us information by delivering papers at our door, 
must be tonsidered by the House. «' ^ m ' 5t//ir''r 

" Nor is It less worthy of our most attentive enquiry, whether it is 
not more reasonable to prosecute this offender in the common forms 
of justicci than to punish him by any act of uncontrollable, unac- 
countable authority 5 Whether it, is uOt more reasonable^to have 
him prosecuted before a judge unprejudiced, and a disinterested 
jury, thanfto act at once as party, evidence, and judge > I ^have no 
“Sffesfre/Sivj of diminishing the privileges of this Housej and yet> less 
~ 'irdiild I cdQtnbute to establish any precedents of unlimited poweror 

* Arbitrary punishments. - j j ’ • 

I'VJThe AiTORtfEY^GENERAL then spoke to the following effect:— 
iSirJHvhence^ao much"' tendeme«3 can arise'fur an offender of this 
^ l^ihd^Fam at a loss to discover, nor am I able to conceive any axgu- 
meht’ that can be’ produced for*e'cempt5ng fiom punishment the 
printer of a paper, which has been already determined, ihyJthe rote 
of the House, to be a scandalous libel, tending to promote sedition. 

It has been, indeed, agreed; that there are contained in the paper 
’‘kome true positions, ahd some passages innoijent at least, andtper- 

• haps ratfonal and* seasonable. But this, "Sir, is'^nothing'more 
■* ‘than to say, that the paper, 'fla^lious as it is, might.ihave been 

swelled to a greater degree of impudence and ecuri ihty , that what 
" is 'already too heinous to be borne, might by a greater virulence be- 
come more enormous.’ JI “ { ' ‘ r, •* tj- 

'If no wickedness, Sir, is to be cheeked till it has attained the 
greatest height at which it can possibly nrrive,(our courtstof cri-? 
’ rainal judicature may be shut up as Useless ; and if a few innocent, 
paragraphs will palliate a libel, treason maybe written and dispersed 
n ithbut danger or restraint j for what libel was ev ec so crowded w ith 
sedition,' that a Few periods might not have been selected, which, 
upon this prihciple, might have secured it from censure } , 

The tianger of discouraging intelligence from being offered at tha 
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dnnr of our flousb^ docs nol alarm mo ^v^tll tiny aitjtrchcnsiort ol’ 
disadvantage to ihe nation : for I liavc nol so mean an opinion of 
the wisdom of this assembly as to imagine that they can receive 
any assistance from the informations of their officious instnictorsj 
who ought, in my opinion. Sir, rather to be taught by some sena- 
torial censure to know their own sfation, than to be encouraged fo 
neglect their proper emidoj'mcnls, for the sake oi directing their 
governors. 

When bills. Sir, arc depending, by which cither the interest of 
the nation. Or of particular men, may be thought to be endangered, 
it is indeed the incontestable right of every Briton to offer his peti- 
tion at tlio bar of the House, and to deliver the reasons upon which 
it is founded. TJiis is a privilege of an unalienable kind, and wliich 
is never to be infringed or denied; and this may always be supported 
without countenancing anonymous intelligence, or receiving such, 
papers as the aulhois of them arc afinid or asliamcd to own, and 
which they, therefore, cmiiloy meaner hands to distribute. 

Of this kind, Sw, iindoTibtedly is the paper now under our con- 
sideration, of which I am far from imagining that it was diann up 
by the man who declai'cs himself the writer, and am therefore con- 
vinced of tlie necessity of calling tlio printer to the bar, that what- 
ever the lenity or justice of tliis sissembly may determine with re- 
gard to his punishment, he may be examined wiili respect, to the real 
author of the libel; and that our resentment may fall upon him, 
who has endeavoured to shelter himself by exj’osing another. 

Counsellor Ojid spoke to this effect: — .Sir, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, that the persons associated in writing and dispersing this pa- 
per, whosoever they may be, arc of no high ranli, or considerable 
influence; as it is not likely that any man who had much to hazard, 
would expose himself to the i-esentment of the whole legislature; 
but let us not for that reason exert our superiority in wanton 
punishments, or tyrannize merely because nc cannot, be resisted. 
Let us remember that the same justice and the same Immanily is 
due to the meanest, as the highest, of our' fellow-subjects ; and that 
there is even less necessity of rigorous measures, as the attack is 
less fonnidable. 

V But, SiV, there is one motive to moderation that has seldom been 
found less efficacious than the consideration of the laws of justice 
or humanity. We ought to be withheld by regard to our posterity. 
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and even to onniclres, from any exorbitant extension of our pri>i-' 
leges. We know, that authority once cxcrte<l, is claimed aftenvards 
by prescription. And who knows by wliatsiidilcii rotation of jiowcr 
he may himself suficr by a prccwlcnt which he liaa concurred to 
establish, and feel the' weight *of lliat oppressive power which he 
first granted for the punishment of another? 

Mr. How’iJ spoke Ihu^: — Sir, 1 am always tmwilling to opjiosc 
any proposal of lenity and forbearance, nor have now auy intention 
of heightening the guilt of this jnan by cruel exaggerations, or in- 
citing the House to rigour and |>cv«ccu{ion. 

Buf let us remember. Sir, tliat justice and mercy are equally to 
be reganled, and while we jilty the folly of a misguided or pcrlia|» a 
thoughtless offender, let us not suffer ourselves to be betrayed by 
our compassion, to injure ourselves and our posterity; 

This House, Sir, has always claimed and everted the jirivikg^c of 
judging of every offence against Ueclf, a privilege eo long esta- 
blished, and so constantly excreted, that 1 doubt vvhellicr the infe- 
riour courts of judicature will take cognizance of an attack upon us } 
fbr how can they venture to decide upon a question of such im- 
portance without any form or precedent for their proecetiings 1 

Tliere seems also to be at this time, 8ir, an uncommon necc«sity 
for tenaciousntss of our privileges, when, as some whbpvi’s, which 
have been wafted from the other Homo, inform us, a motion has' 
been made in terms which might imply the subordination of lias 
assembly, an assertion without foundation either in reason or jus- 
tice, and which I shall always opjwsc as destructive to our rights^ 
and dangerous to our constitution. 

Let us, therefore. Sir, retain in our hands the pqgnizanco of this 
aifair; and let the criminal either suffer his punishment from out 
sentence, or owe his jrardon to ow mercy’. 

'It teas agreed that the printer of thedaUy paper should attend next 
day, tc/ien being called in, il teas proposed that he should he ashed 
tchether he printed the paper complained of. It teas objected to, for 
the same reason as the question atouf the author's Icing in the gallery, 
because the answer might tend to accuse himself { and he le'ujg with* 
drawn, <r delate of the same nature ensued, end the queslion being pu£ 
whether he should he ashed, tf he he Ote person that printed the daily 
paper shoun to him, which paper the IIousc the datj before resolred f# 
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contain amalidoiis' and scandalous Vthelr^c, it mas on a division car- 
ried in the affirmative, by 222 against 163 ; accordingly he teas called 
in again, and being asked the question, 'he oiuned /hat he printed /he 
said paper from aprinted copy which was left for hirti with one of his 
servants^; and being^asked what he had to allege in his jnslifiration or 
excuse for printing the said libel, he said that as he had before printed 
several other things which he had received from the said person, which 
had not given offence, he inserted part of the paper in his news, and 
which he shoidd not have inserted, if he. had thought it would have 
given offence to the House, and that he forbore to print the. remainder, 
having heard that it had given offence. Upon which he. withdrew, and 
the House, after some debate, on a division 1S8 to 145^ not only or- 
< dered him into the custody of the serjeant, hut resolved to present an 
address to his Majesty, that he would be pleased to give directions to 
fiis attorney general to prosecute him at law. 

The first printer of the libel was also ordered into custody. This 
was on the 3d of December, but the next day presenting his petition, 
expressing his sorrow for ihe'offcncc, whereby he had justly incurred 
the displeasure of the House,' and praying to be discharged, he was 
- brought to the bar on the following day, ^received a reprimand on his 
knees, and'was ordered to be discharged, paying his fees. , 


On the 12th Lord Barrington presented a petition from the printer of 
^ the daily paper, ^expressing his sorrow, promhing all possible care 
not to offend for file future, and praying to be discharged. ' ' 

This petition being read, a motion was made, that the serjeant at arms 
do carry the petitioner to some court of law, to give security for liis 
appearance to the prosecution to be carried on against him ht( the 


■ attorney general, which done, that he be discharged, paying jus 
. fees. 


Sir William Yonge spolcc to this effect : — Sir, I know not for 
what reason thisienormous offender is entitled, to so inucli regard, 
'-or by what interest he has engaged so many, who, I doubt not, ab- 
hor hife crimes to pity his sufferings. 

iHad shebeen young and unexperienced, and seduced into tiie com- 
mission of this offence by artifice, ov.persuasionjriiis act miglit have 
been reasonably ’considered rather as an error than-a crime, and it 
might have been proper to treat with lenitViU delinquent, neitlier 
’ bbstinatemor-malicious, , .‘h' -. 1 ' . 4 ',h v'io . ’ 
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But htsvr, Sir, can this pica ba urged in favour of a roan, whose 
daily croplorrocnt it has been, for these two j'ears past, to misre- 
present the pubhek measures, to disperse scandal» and excite rebel- 
lion, who has industriously propagated m cry murmur of disconlent, 
and presened ewry whisper of malevolence from perishing in the 
*^birth? .s , \ 

1 The proper judge, Sir, of this aflatr, is his Mryesty's attorney ge- 
ineral, who is not now in the House. I am, therefore, for detain- 
ing him in custody, and for referring the consideration of farther 
proceedings against him lotliat gentleman whose proper province 
it u to prosKUte for the crown. 

Mr.WALLEn spoke nett to the following purpose:— -Sir, it is un- 
doubtedly the duty of every man to oppo«o the introduction of new 
« law 3, and methods of oppression and severity, w hicU our constitu- 
tion does not admit j and what else is the mention of a prisoner's 
t character as an aggravation of his present ofTcnce^ 

It is well known, and has been alrcad) as»tTtcd, vipon this oecn- 
j filon, that in the lower courts of justice, though the prisoner may 
» plead Ids character in his own defence, his prosecutor is not at li- 
berty to produce it to hii disadvantage. Even thcRC who arc cited 
to the bar for murder or foe treason, arc tried only by the evidence 
of that crime for whiclv-tUcy arc indicted 
That this House is not bound to strict forms, and is not ac- 
countable for the evercisc of its power, is easily granted | but au- 
thority cannot change tlie nature of tilings, and wluit is unjust in 
-a lower court, would be in us not less ui^ust, though it may not be 
punishable. 

It was replied that thw qucslim had Veen hejore suJ^ciciithj discussed. 
The attorney general not being present, the debate teas adjourned to 
the next stiling. f i i, 

‘ On the next day of the session, the Lord Barrington proposed^ that the 
adjourned debate might be rciitmwl, and several members interceded 
for the petitioner, that he might be released ; to takteh tt teas oh~ 
-I' jected, that tl teas not proper to release him, lunless an information 
('teas lodged agmwt him, without which heetmld not be held to bail; 
f and the question being put, whether he should he released, was dc- 
^^icrmined^in the negative. . n 

At the Gth sitting the atilhor of the libel, who vaj cwnmifted fo the 
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' common f^rison of Middlesex, petitioned the House to permit him to 
implore pm don on his knees, and, promising by the strongest and 
■ most solemn assurances not to offend again, ivas ordered to be dis- 
charged the next day, paying his fees. 

On the 47th sitting, the printer of the daily paper again petitioned' 
the House, representing, that he most heartily bewailed his offence,' 
- that he mas miserably reduced by his confinconent, having borrowed 
V money of all his friends to support himself, his wife and children, 

' and praying the mercy of the IIo2isc. He was then ordered to he 
discharged, paying his fees, and giving security for his appearance' 
to answer the prosecution. 

On the Soth day Mr. George Heatlicole offered another petition for 
the said printer, and represented, that the fees amounting to X.lTii 
he was not able to pay them, that, therefore, he hoped the House 
woidd consider his case; but the petition was not allowed to he 
brought up. On which he remained in custody 14 days longer till 
the end of the session, and, the authority of the senate ceasing, had 
his liberty without paying any fees. 


HOUSE OF COiMMONS. 

December 4 — 11, 1740. 

Oir INCORPbRATING THE NEW-RAISED MEN INTO THE STANDING 

REGIMENTS. 

On the 4 th of December, Sir William Yonge, secretary at war, hav- 
. ing presented to the House of Commofjs an estimate of the expence 
of raising ten thmisa?id men, the same teas taken into consideration 
in a committee on the supply, and after debate agreed to. At the 
report of this proceeding, on the llth, another debate happened on 
a ^notion that the new-raised men should he mcorpoi atecl into the 
standing regiments, S^c. 
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Ai tJi t)ie<^e fiio (khates the or^wcMf* vere the same, they are ihroan 

iulo one, to prerent unnecessary repeUlioris. 

-'Sir WjLi-UM Yonge opened the debate vith t<si>cct to what he 
bad delhcrcd in the estimate after the manner follooini; — Sir, as 
this estimate has been draun «p after serj' neenrato ctdculitions 
and rarefol cnejuirics, 1 bojKi that no objections « Hi be rai-wl against 
it, and tliat the *.um ncccssar^ for raising the new regiments nill be 
\cry rcadiU granted by that House, a%tiich loted tlie unr necesaaiy 
for nliicli tlicy arc de«igned. 

1 hope it Uill bo admitted as some proof of fnJgalily, tliat this 
estimate rcquircs less money than one that was laid before the se- 
nate in the reign of King William j for if it be consldcnd, that 
since that time the neceswies of life arc become dearer, and tliat, 
tiiercforc, nil c^pcnces are cncrcaseil, it will appear to be the ciTcct 
of the cxactest ccconomy, that the sum requiivd for the same sen- 
Icc is less. 

I liatc heard Indoctl, Sir, that in conversation, the method of 
raising trooj)^ on this occasion has Iwcn censured as Improper, and 
that in the opinion of some, whose judgement cannot be entirely 
disregarded, it awjuld he more iwonablc to odd more men to our 
regiments already established, tlian to raise new rtgiments with 
new oHicers 

TJie chief aigumcnt. Sir, produced in support of llicir method of 
augmentation, is drawn fiom the necessity of publick fnigaliiy, a 
veiy popular topic, which ncicr huls to produce faiour and atten- 
tion} for Cicry man is naturally incline<l to licar his friOntl, and to 
Considei' that man as performing the office of friendship, who prO'** 
poses methods of alleidating his taxes. 

hVugality is undoubtedly a virtue very ncccs<;ai 7 to the happiness 
of tlic nation, and sudi as there occur frequent occasions of incul- 
cating to those vsho arc intnisted with the superintendence of pub- 
lick diabursements, but J am far from thinking that this estimate 
afforda 'ahy opportunity for declamations of this kind, and am of 
opinion that the addition of new soldiers to each regiment, would, 
in reality, be more expensiv c 

It cannot be dcnlei]. Sir, tliat by augmenting the regiments, 
there would he immediately saved to the publick the cxpcnce of the 
efficers which arc necessaiy in the nKth6d 'now proposed j but it is’ 
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to be considered how much the number of officers contributes to 
the regularity and discipline of the troops, and how much discipline 
and order promote their success. It is to be considered, Sir,‘ that 
the most successful method of malting war is undoubtedly the fchcap- 
cst, and that notl)ing is more cxjjensive than defeats. 

If by raising the .same number of men under ‘fewer officers, we 
should gi\c oilr enemies any advantage, if a single party should be 
cutoff, a garrison forced, an expedition Tendered fruitless, or the 
war protracted but a few months, where will be the advantage of 
this admired finigality? MHiat would be the consequence, but tire 
same or a greater cxpcncc, not to gain advantages, but to repair 
losses, and obviate’ the effects of our former parairaony? 

In private life, Sir, it is common for men to involve themselves 
in expence only by avoidinir it, to repair houses at greater cliarges 
than new ones might be built, and to pay interest rather than the 
debt. Weak minds arc frighted at llic mention of extraordinar}' ef- 
forts, and decline large expcnccs, though security and future afflu- 
ence may be purchased .by tliem-j as tender bodies shrink from se- 
vere operations, though they arc the certain methods of mstoring 
health and vigour. The effects of Ibis timidity are the same in both 
'cases, the estate is impaired insensibly, and tiie body languishes by 
degi'ces, till no remedy can be applied. - , 

Such examples, Sir, are frequent, and the folly of imitating them 
is therefore greater, for who would pursue that track by which he 
has seen others led to destruction ? Nor need we scai'ch for remote 
illustrations to discover the destructive tendency of unseasonable 
tenderness for the publick, for I believe the whole history of the 
wars of king WiUiam will prove, that too close an attention to par- 
simony is inconsistent With gi'cat achievements. - 

It may be^expected that I Wlio cannot claim any regard in this 
disquisition from my own experience, should, produce some decisive 
evidence in fa\our of the method which I have taken upon me to 
defend ; this expectation I shall endeavoui' tp satisfy by alleging the 
authority of the greatest commander of litter ages, whom neither 
his friends nor his enemies will deny to ^liave been well versed -in 
these subjects, and whose success is a sufficient proof of the sound- 
ness of his principles. 

The'' illustiibus duke> of. Slarlborough was-'of Opinion, that the 
whole force of the French armies consisted in the number of the of- 
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ficcrs, and that to be dwaj-s ajual to tliera in the field, it-n'as ne- 
cessary to form our troojw nearly ujwn i the same plan j to thU 
scheme he conformed in JiU proclicc-of and hommuch h'u prac- 
tice confirmed his opinion, let Ulciihctm and Kainillies attest. i 

As 1 pretend not to Iwc dt-tcrmincil mj'self on this fivicstion, 
othemise than byautho'ritj, and as I knon* not nnj authority equal 
to that of the duke of Marlborouglu I cannot disclnr^ the trust 
reposed in me by my country, any otherwise linn by juroposing, lliat 
on this occasion ne agree to grant his Slijcstj the sum calculated 
for raising the new regiments, as 1 bcliesc tliat method of augmen- 
tation most bkely to protlucc sxiccesa in our undertakings, and con- 
£C<iuently to procure n speedy conclusion of the svar. 

. Mr. PoLTESEY siwke next to the follow ing efiect:— Sir, I have 
been so long accustomed to the debates of this Hot|5c, and have so 
often attended to the eloquence of the right honourable gentleman, 
tlvat 1 am never startled at jiaradoxca, nor shocked at absurdities j 
I can now hear with great tranquillily an Inrangiic upon tlic ne- 
cessity of pbeemen in this Hoa<e, upon the tucfidncss of standing 
armies, and the happiness of a general excise. 

1 am no longer offended with facts quotol in op]>osition to his- 
tory, nor with calculations drawn up without regard to the rules of 
arithmetic j I know that llserc arc jicrsons in this House, who think 
themselies obliged to speak even when in their own opinion no- 
thing can be said with weight or with propriety, wlio come Jiithcr 
prepared against the shame of confutation, nod determined not to 
be cominccd. . , ,i . 

, 1 . Tg reason with such men, Sir, b indeed no pleasing task j it U to 
fight with cncliauted heroes upon whom the common weayions of 
argument have no affect, and who must be softened by a wmnlcr- 
charm before they can be attacked with any prospect of success. 

, Thero are some, however, of whom I amyvhhngtQ bebeve tliat 
they dispute only for (ruth, and enquire with the sieiv of attaining 
a solution of their doubts. For tlic sake of these. Sir, I think it 
necessary to declare my sentiments j as i shall be desirous, in my 
turn, to hear their sentiments: but with rt^rd to those whose.opi* 
nion I, know alr^y by their posts, I should think it of great ad- 
vantage to the dispatch of publtck alEiirs, if they would pontent 
themselves, with \oting fop; their, pay, without, any ambition of. 

ii' C ' a ou i.i . J liiHiin.lii vj 
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other service, or adding the praise of volubility to that of steadi- 
ness. 

- Having this opportunity. Sir, of declaring my opinion of the mea- 
sures pursued in regulating our military preparations, I shall not 
confine myself entirely to the present question, but lay before the 
House my thoughts upon some parts of the establishment, whieh 
may perhaps require a reform, and which are at least proper objects 
of consideration, though not absolutely necessary to the determina- 
tion of our opinion upon the present motion. > 

I have long ago. Sir, declared, wliat therefore it is scarcely of any 
use to repeat, that I know not any advantage to be hoped from a 
standing army, nor can discover why the ablest and most vigorous 
of the inhabitants of this kingdom should be seduced from the loom, 
the amil, and tlie plough, only to live at ease uj)on the labour of 
industry, only to insult their landlords, and rob the farmei's. I 
never could find why any body of men should be exempt from the . 
common labour of social duties, or why they should be supported 
by a community, who contribute neither to its honour nor its 
defence. 

I doubt not. Sir, but I shall hear*, on this occasion, of the serv- 
ice of our troops in the suppression of riots ; we shall be told, by 
the next pompous orator who shall rise up in defence of the army, 
that they have often dispersed the smugglers, that the colliers ha^’o 
been driven down by the terror of their appearance to theii- subter- 
raneous fortifications, that the weavei's in the midst of that rage 
which hunger and oppression excited, fled at their approach,” tliat 
they have at our markets bravely regulated the price of butter, and 
sometimes in the utmost exertion of heroic fury, broken those eggs 
which they were not suffered to purchase on their own terras. 

Some one perhaps of more penetration, may inform us of the use 
which has been made of them at elections, where the surly burgetes- 
es have been sometimes blind to the merit of those worthy gentle- 
men, whom the soldiei’s have known liow to esteem according to 
their deseil ; nor indeed do I see liow those can refuse their votes 
in favour of our troops, who are indebted for the power of giving 
them, to their kind interposition. 

To these arguments, Sir, I shall content myself \rith answering, 
thatthosc, who are vci-scd in the liistor}’ of Britain, know that we 
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Inrc lad colliers nml wm^ers fur lamyutjw lK‘fon*a8fandini:an«y 
•nushcanl of among u?,ond that il Hnrtrrtliclcs* no w here rt* conlat 
tlat any of our kings were tlcpO'^l by th<»«e furmid.ili’c UhUcs (if 
men, or that tiny rcntarkaUc clan‘;c% wm* made t»y jjv the 
form of our govmiment j nnd, thnrfnre, till some rr.wm skall tc 
x'hy fuch inmrrrclion* on* now moir dangirou.'i, nnd onr 
cull magiJtmtw more iu]]tn(ctit» llcin lit forinrr I limiibly 

■cuncehc tlat eren ullliout llir j»mlccli«n of it slanding nrmy ue 
might yet flccp in security, nottrilhsianding tlic plots of tin* cclltcn 
and the romhitialioru of the wetter*. 

Ilijt I mu't otm, .^ir, these are not otir only cncmirs, for there 
i<, somctthcrc, yet In es'istcuco, a j»ctMm lluit lay* cLum to the 
minion of these kingdoms, and plead* an l>ercdit.tiy title to disjii're 
tjf nwT Nvealtit, to stdjtTrt oar Ulxrttes, and d\'itrc«y tmr tvlighnt. 

If any fotvipier, Sir, unncqtcunl(*d with enir alTairN, tttre In l>c 
yit*scnt at our debates, nnd to Imrtvtlh nlal nuhnir uc nninufe 
each other to an ol»illnaterc»i*t.a»ccof this prrtentlcr lollje tlirnne, 
bow often he is rc|ircsentcd as botrringotrr u», and how often tvn 
late atught a general panick, and imapnn!onr*ch(si»|)on iJw tergu 
of destmetloTt, Inur often our ino*l realotts |nt riot* lake ni)|»)rttJnl« 
ties of deebring their resolution to die in defence of their Hliertictf, 
and hotr |ttlhcitcally our tnewt elegant deeWmer* Icuc c^Jaliat^l 
on tlie misery of that unhappy race whmn they should leatt Itchind 
to groan under the oppression of nliMilulc jion rr, w Int wouhl be hit 
ojjinion of this pretender, tthom lie mw ?o |»crj>cl»any drcadeil, 
against whom so many olfanccs were romicd, to nuny armies were 
levied, and so nuny luvlea c«juippc«l ? ; 

: tVoulil tic not bcJicre him t« be some ftirmiiLtUc tyrant in a 
ticighbouring country, the lonl of wide dominion*, nnd ll»e ntislcr 
of nniticnm* nmdos and powerful fleets? tfoidJ be not im.sginr* 
that lie cirild iPvscnihle half flic Confincni at that hvwui 

fiijiixn'tod by pmve.-fiil alliances, and ilral rmthlng but a f«lr wind 
v-itii ixupiircfl to land him on our .coast* at the he.*dof nullions? 
And would he not, even on Hal iupjiosiUnn, be inclined tocx-niuiv 
ns as timoTtnis, as^metvht.l rqrcnlJctiof thchnnonrof our nation, 

. and condemn us for giving way to sncli suspicions and cvchimationa 
have a natinnl tendenc) to hclghlcn thcnpjiix'licnMuii of d.tngcr, 

' And dejirc'jS the spirits of the jwplc? ■ / . 

• But *1131 wouH be hts exmdusion. Sir, when he ^'lionld be lolj. 
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what, in reality isirae/that this'dreadful pretender is an unhappy 
fugitive, driven in' his infancy from this country, and hy conse- 
quence without any personal interest ; that he is supported by the 
charity of a prince whose name is hated almost by every- inhabitant 
of the kingdom ; that lie has neither sovereignty, nor money, nor 
alliances, nor reputation in war, nor slcill'in policy ; that all his ac- 
tions are w'atched. b)’ British spies j and that the few friends that 
remain to support the farce of a court, are such only as dare not re- 
turn to their native countiy, and are therefore without fortune, 
and without dependants ? 

' What could a wise man conceive of a nation held in continual 
alarms by an enemy like this 5 of a nation alw'ays watchful against 
an invasion from a man who has neither dominions to supply, nor 
money to hire a single regiment j from a man whose title all the 
neighbouring princes disown, and ivho is at such a distance from 
them, that hecannot.be assisted :by them without open prepara- 
tions, of which we cannot fail of having intelligence, and w'hich 
may be defeated, without danger, by the vessels regularly stationed 
on our coasts ? . • 1 

Would not any stranger imagine. Sir, that we were a nation in- 
fected with a general frenzy, that cow’ardice had pen’erted bur ima- 
ginations, filled -us with apprehensions of impossible - invasions, 
raised phantoms before our eyes, and' distracted us with wild ideas 
of slavery and tyranny, oppression and persecution ?■ ' 

I have dwelt thus long on' this point; because I know the pre- 
tender is the last refuge of those who defend a standing army ; not 
that I propose to convince any man of the foUy of such apprehen- 
sions, or to fortify him against such terrors for the time to come ; " 
for if any man, in reality, 'now dreads the pretender, fear must be 
his distemper ; he is doomed to live in .tenors, and it is of no im- 
portance whether he dreads an invasion or a goblin, whether he is 
afraid to disband the army, or to put out his candle in the night; 
his imagination is tainted, and he must be cured, not by ai'gument, 
but by physick. . • . - . 

But the greatest part of those who disturb our consultations with 
the mention of the pretender, are men of a very different charac-. 
ter, "men equally unconcerned about his designs, or his motions, 
with those who are most desirous of setting the nation fi-ee from 
the burthen of an army, and very often such as we may discover. 
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from their conduct, to be determined to comply with every govern- 
ment, and such have therefore nothing to fear from a change of 
masters 

The men for who^^ sake I am now speaking. Sir, laugh equally 
with mjself at the apprehensions of those whom they contribute to 
terrify, they know too well the impotence of the pretender, to 
dread an invasion from him, and alfect only to continue their out- 
cries, tliat they maj not be deprived of a lopick, on which, by long 
practice, they have attained an •uncoimnon facility of haranguing, 
which they know how to diversify wath various combinations of cir- 
cumstances, and how io accommodate to any emergent occasion. 
Without the pain of torturing their lorentiong 
It may be useful. Sir, to inform these men, that their disguise 
ought at last to be thrown off, because it deceives no longer, and 
that the nation cannot be cheated but at the e^pence of more cun- 
ning than they are willing or perhaps able, to display A mask 
must necessarily be thrown aside, when, instead of concealing, it 
discovers him by whom it is used 
Those who are attempting. Sir, todewivc others, and whose clia- 
rac^er is exalted, in their own opinion, m proportion to Ihe sue 
cess of their entleavours, hare surely a sense of sliamc, though they 
have none of virtue, and cannot without pam find their artifices de- 
tected, and themselves made the objects of ridicule, by those strata- 
gems which they employ for the deception of others 
I hope, therefore, Su, that, for their own sakes, these declaimers 
on the exploded story of the pretender, will change their bugbear, 
that if it be necesoaiy to fnghten those whom they want art ot elo- 
quence to persuade they will hnd out some other object of terror, 
which, after a little pn^’lice in private meetings they maj first pro- 
duce in the court, and then Wn loo^ in the senate 
Tlie world methmks 'illows them a sufficient choice of tyrants 
inoi^tormilafale tlian the pretender Suppose they should revive 
the history of the Mohocks The Mofiocfc, nreadreadful race, not 
to be mentioned without horror, by a true lover of his countrv^and 
a steady adherent to the house of Hanover , they might then very 
easily encrca«e our armj, or enhance our taxes, for whowould not 
be urged byhis wife and daughter to agree to any measures that 
t *ecuTe them from the Mohocks’ 

Bur ts an aimj i& at present hkefy to be kept up for our defence 
lor I E 
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flc^insf. nn enemy 1e=.« f(»nnif1nb!c, i* inny ht: more '^ra onnWe lo 
propose tlic regulation tlnn (lie Wi'tni.-^ion of our (nr»p-, nful (jj 
mention thn»c evils ivliieli niisi- from I Ik- prc'-f-nt i-'.taWiAinunt, fa- 
ther thnn tho^e whicli are iubeparnWe from the expetiee of a stand- 
ing foret'*. 

If it be nece>5nr}’, Sir, to rnppoii foldier^, I nipjio >• shat it ^'.ill 
jiot be denied by the advfir-ite-, for an army, that v.e ouerht to levy 
.■^uch troops as may he of (fc; yet in tluir pmetice tla y o-ef in t<i 
have paid very little regard to thi- principle. Otir trigger, me 
7nnunled upon lioi'se^ which can rene no pvtrpo'e but tint of ; lsou, 
wliicli may indeed wbeel about in the park with a fonnidahlf nif , 
but can neillier advance upon an enemy with imjictuodty, imr re- 
treat from liiin with expedition; and wbich, (b'-rifori-, tho',!';;i 
purclnM'tl by the nation at a very high prlee, nm! Mtpportcd at a 
large expcncc, ran only grace a review, hut ate of very little u-e in 
an cnemy’.s C'oimtiy, and mu->t peii-h in the ninnh, or .'•land unrut- 
ivc in the battle. 

Nor is mucb more service to bo. expected, Sir, from tlu ir vidi i-. 
ih.an from the boiv=c.s, for there are very few of them anpi.iiid'd 
with the first elements of tlieir profo.—ion, or who have cut learn- 
ed more than a few jiostui'c.s of e\crci‘-e, and tlie nu-aning of a few 
vyords of command, hut have a number of oflietT-. nith large ap- 
pointment-s. 

The French troop.-, Sity if they arc doubly officered, arc oflict rt/l 
and maintained at a less c.vpenee, and to greater elTcct ; for the 
soldiers arc better instructed, and the .‘^ame nnmlxr of men eo-t 
not, pcrhajxs, much more thnn half the eliarge of a l>iili-h regi- 
ment. 

The guard«. Sir, that arc maintained about tlii'. metropolis, for 
no other purpo.=c than to keep up (he sjdendour of a modern com t , 
cost the nation yearly such a sum as would he suflicicat to suppou 
an army of Frenchmen, for the protection of their frontier towns, 
or the invasion of neighbouring countries. 

For my part, I cannot see what injury would be done to the. na- 
tion by abolishing an establishment at the same time useless and ex- 
pensive, and employing that money whhh is at prasent squandered 
upon idlers without effect, upon levies of useful soldiers for march- 
ing regiments, who might be employed, when occasion should re- 
quire them, in the service of them country. 
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• It will douttlcss 1)0 objected tint the oflicers of this body of men, 

• many of whom'arc i«.’rsons of the highest merit, and who have go- 
'nerally purdiaseii their commissions, might scry justly complain of 
' being dc}jrived, without a crime, of that w hich they Iiavc bought at 

its full r-alue, and to sshich therefore they imagine Ihcinsclvcs enti- 
tled, till they sliall forfeit their right by some offence against the 
;,lan-5, or some neglect of their duty. 

I shall not. Sir, at prwent enquire into the justice of this plea, 
-nor examine, whether he who purcliascs an employment, which he 
•knows to betucless, and therefore biirthensome to the publick, dc- 
•ECires tliat the pubHck should be solicitous to support him in the 
enjoyment of it : but 1 sliall declare, on this occasion, with conli- 
dcnce, tliat I know many of the officers of the guards to be men of 
honour, who would gladly exchange their jKKts, so chargeable to 
tlie nation, foe an opportunity of sen ing U, and who arc not very 
anxious for the cncrcasc of their pay, so they may not be dcgnulcd 
from their present rank. 

- If these gentlemen, Sir, might, in the regiments that should be 
raised by disbanding the guanU, be advanced to higher commis- 
sions, though with eomc diminution of their pay, they srould Ima- 
gine themsclrcs abundantly compcns.ited by the happiness of be- 
coming useful subjects, and serving that nation by which tlieyhave 
been hitherto supported only to fill up the pomp cf levies, and add 
. to the magnificence of drawing-rcoros, to loiter in anti-cliambm, 

_ and to <iuarrcl at gaming tables. 

If this scheme sliould not be opprovcil,- the method eligible, in 
the next degree, seems to be that of incorporating our new levies 
into the regiments already raised, that being associated with men 
already acquainted with discipline, they* may learn their duty much 
more expeditiously than in separate bodies, where one officer will 

• be obliged to attend to the- Instroction of great numbers, and 
where no man will be excited to application, because no man willsee 

' any degree of excellence which be may be ambitions of attaining. 

• • I have indeed heard no reason alleged for the neewsity of new lo- 
ries which appeared likcly’to comince even those by whom it was 
produced. It appears to me that our present nrmy is more tlian 
. sufficient for the publick scn ice without on augmentation, and tliat 
X some of our regiments might immediately embark, not only without 
danger to the nation, but with far greater hopes of. success, as our 
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enemies would have less time to strengthen their fortifications, and 
collect their troops, and as discijdined forces arc more formida- 
ble than trooj)s newly levied j for discipline must be of great effi- 
cacy to the success of military undcrlahings, or all arguments 
•which liavc been used in Mic defence of a standing army fall to the 
ground. 

In answer to this proposal, we shall probably be once again inti- 
midated wth an invasion, wlicthcr from the pretender, the Spani- 
ards, the French, or any other ])ower, it is of no great importance. 
An invasion is a formidable sound j the sack of towns, the destruc- 
tion of villages, the captivity of our children, the niin of our for- 
tunes, and Uie desolation of our countiy, arc fright ful images, and 
may therefore be successfully produced, on this occasion, to perplex 
our thoughts, and embarrass our cnrpiirics. 

To remove therefore this panicle, and to dissipate for ever the 
phantoms of invasion, I will lay before the House the opinion of the 
great commander whose name Inis already been introduced in tliis 
debate. In the late reign, on a day when the gi’cat officers of the 
crown and many of the council were at a publick feast in the city, 
a report w'as suddenly spread that the duke of Ormond had landed 
in the west with two thousand men. Tliis account was in appear- 
ance well attested, and universally believed j all jollity was, there- 
fore, at an end,. the company dcjiartcd, the council was summoned, 
and every man offered such expedients as his present thoughts, con- 
fused and oppressed with the proximity of the danger, suggested to 
him. One proposed that a body of troops should be sent to a dis- 
tant part of the kingdom, to restrain the seditions of the populace ; 
another apprehended more danger from a different quarter, and ad- 
vised that the inhabitants should be aw'cd by another detachment 
sent thither ; the most experienced easily saw the unprofitableness 
of the measures proposed, but could not so easily strike out more ef- 
ficacious expedients, and therefore sat in great pciqdexity. L'jid 
Somers particularly shook his head, and seemed to consider tlie 
kingdom as in the hands of the invaders, and the dreaded pretender 
as seated on the throne. 

At last the duke of IMarlborough, who had hitherto sat silent, 
asked calmly whether they were certain 4hat any forces were really 
landed, and was answered, that though it might not be absolutely 
certain, yet they were to consult and send orders upon that supyo'- 



A. 1740. 


I^.RArSCD MEN 


55 


siticm. Then, says he, I win by down this great nde to be observe 
ed invariably, wlicncn er 5011 arc Imndod Attend onlyto one point, 
nor have any other purpose in view than that of deslit^ing the re- 
gular forces that shall be landed In the kii^otn, without any re- 
gard to petty insurrections, uluch maybe always easily quelled, and 
which will probably cease of themsebes, wlien the army by wliich 
they werecxdicd is cut off Forthi»endlct it beyourmlc toheep 
your army undi«dcd, and to mahe no motion but towards the ene- 
mies"; Ifight them with the utmost expedition, before they can for- 
tify themseb es, or recclv c rc*inforccmcnta from the continent. By 
the observation of this plain method of operation, continued he, 1 
vnll engage, without any other force than the regiments generally 
stationed about the capital, to put astop to any troops that shall be 
landed on the coast of Britain, 

So far was this great oDicer, who was acquainted with the whole 
art^ o? wwr, from, sinking into astonishment at the sound of an in- 
TMion, and so far from thinking it ncccs«arj tliat the nation should 
be harassed by standing troops, to preserve it from being plundered 
by a foreign army. 

But though our troops, Sir, should net be necessary to prtventaa 
imasioa, they maybe useful in serviced of e<iual importance; the mi- 
nistry may think the suffrages of the officers more serviceable tlian 
their swords, and may be more afraid of exposing themselves thart 
the nation by any detachment of their forces. ‘ 

Such is at present. Sir, the state of this unhappy tountiy, that 
neither in peace nor war arc any rocnsurcs taken, but with a vieiv" 
of cncreasing or confirming the power of the ministry; for this pur-^ 
pose those troops wiiose officers have seats here, arc to be retained 
at home, and the fate of our American settlements to be committed 
to new-levied forces without military skill 

Tor this reason is an array to be raised without necessity, and 
raised in a manner that may furnish the court with an opportunity 
of extending its influence, by the disposal of great numbers of new 
commissions. By this plan every family that is burthened with a 
relation, whose vices have ruined his fortune, 01 whose stupidity 
disqualifies him for employment, will have an opportunity of selling 
for a commission its interest at tlie approaching election ; depend- 
ance will be propagated, and the troublesome spirit of liberty be 
depressed. 
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To little purpose will ifbe objeclcd, that soldiers and oflicers will ■ 
be equally ignorant, that discipline is not inftiscd instantaneously, 
that a military dress will not maltc a soldier, .that men can only 
know their duty by instruction, and tli.at notbiiig is to be hoped 
from ploughmen, and manufacturers, commanded by school-boys. 
The- success of the e.Kpedition is not so mtich considered by those 
w'ho have the direction of the levies, .as that of the election, and 
while they keep (heir posts, they arc very little concerned about the 
affairs of America. 

In defence of this method it has, indeed, been affirmed, that it 
was ' preferred by the duke of hlarlborough j but we arc not in-' 
formed to whom, or upon what occasion, he declared his opinion, 
and therefore are left at liberty to doubt, whether his authority is 
not pi-oduccd for a method which he did not apjirovc, or approved 
oiily'at some p.articular lime for some extraordinary scn icc. 

It is urged that he recommended it by his pnielicc, and that Ins- 
success IS a sufficient proof that his practice was founded upon right 
maxims. But if it be remembered what was, in tliat time, the me-' 
thod of obtaining commissions, and who it was that had the disjm- 
sal of them, it will appear not absolutely certain, that his practice 
ought to be produced as a decisive proof of his opinion. 

If the success of troops he properly urged as an argument for the- 
form' of their establishment, may not the victories of prince Eugene 
afford a proof, equally convincing, that a few officers arc sufli-' 
cient ? And if the arguments which arise from success arc equal on 
both sides, ought not the necessity of saving the publick money to- 
turn the balance ? ‘ 

War, Sir,, is in its oun nature a calamity vciy grievous to the- 
most powei'ful and flourishing people, and to a tiading nation is par- 
ticularly destructive, as it at once exhausts our wealth, and inter-- 
rupts our commerce, at oiice diinks up the -stream and choaks up 
the fountain.. In those countries, whose affaii-s are w'holly trans- 
acted within their own frontiers^ where there is either very little- 
money, or wkere their wealth is dug out of - their own mines, they 
are only weakened by the’ loss of men,' or by the diminution of their ' 
dominions, and in general can only suffer by being overcome. ■ 

But the state -of Britain is far different, it is not necessary to our-' 
ruin that an enemy should be stronger than ourselves, that he- 
should be able to pour armies into oiu' country, to cover- the sea- 
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with fleets, to burn our \illages by incursions, or destroy our fort- 
resses with bombs; for he that can secure his own dominions from 
our attacks, to which nothing but distance and some ad\antages of 
situation are necessary, maystipport, a war against us ; and he that 
can fit out privateers to interrupt our trade, may, without obtain- 
ing h victory, reduce us to distress. 

Our situation. Sir, as it preserves us from the danger of an inva- 
sion, except from that powerful monarch the pretender, who is in- 
deed always to be dreaded, lias likewise the effect of securing other 
nations from being invaded byus, for it b very difficult to transport 
in one fleet, and to land at one time, a number sufficient to foice 
their way into a country where the ports arc fortified, and the In- 
liabitants in arms. ‘ 

Our wars. Sir, are theiefore to be determined by naval battles, 
and those nations hav e v ery Httle to fear from us who hav e no trade 
to be ffisturbed, and no navies to be destrojed } if they can only fit 
out cruisers, which may always be done by granting commissions to 
foreign adventurers, thej may rum our merchants by captures, ex- 
haust the nation by the necessity of convoys, and give neutral trad- 
ers an opportunity of establishing their credit at those markets 
which have been hitherto supplied by our manufactures. 

. Tills is indeed far from being at present an exact account of the 
state of Spain, whose wide-extended dominions ateliable to insults, 
and from whom many of her most wealthy provinces may be torn 
without great hazard or difficulty. The paiticviJar state of her com- 
merce, which, being only carried on from one part of hej dominions 
to anothei, can only be for a time interrupted, but b in no danger 
of being inv aded by any viv al, or lost bj disuse, at least requires our 
consideration, and wc ought to make war vvitli the utmost frugal- 
ity against a people whom no Iiostilities can really impoverish, 
whose commerce may be said to he at rest rather than to be shac- 
kled, as it will rise into greater vigour at the end of the war, and 
who'e*trcasures, though tiic want of them is a present inconveni- 
ence, are only piled up for a time of security. 

As the only method. Sir, of reducing ihia nation, must be that of 
invading its colonies, and dismembering its provinces, by which the 
chief persons w ill be deprtv ed of their revenues, and a general dis- 
content be spread ov cr the people, the forces whirfi are levied for 
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this expedition, on expedition on wliich so much of the honour of 
our arms and the prosperity of our trade must necessarily depend, 
ought to be selected nilli the greatest care, and disciplined ^^ith the 
cxactost regularity. 

On this occasion, therefore, it is surely improjicr to etn[doy t loops 
newly collected from shops and villages, and jet more iiTutional to 
trust them to the diicrlinn of bojscilled on Ihi^- oeca'ion fioin the 
frolicks of a school, or forced from the bosoms of their mothers, 
and the softness of the nurscrj'. It is not w ithout comjm'^sion, com- 
passion very far extended, that I consider the 'unhappy ffj-jjilings 
doomed to a camp, from whom the sun has hithcito been .screened, 
and the wind excluded, who have been t.atight by many lender lec- 
tures the unwholesomcncss of the evening iniits and the morning 
dew's, who have been wrapt in fum in winter, and cooled with fans 
in summer, whp have lived witliout any fatigue but that of dress, or 
any care but that of their complexion. 

Wlio can forbear. Sir, some degrccof .sympathy when be sees ani- 
mals like tlicsc taking their last farewell of the maid that has fed 
them with sweetmeats, and defended them from iiwccts ; when he 
sees them drest up in the habiliments of soldiers, loaded with a 
sword, and invested with a command, not to mount the guard at 
the palace, nor to display their lace at a rc\icu’, not to protect la- 
dies at the door of an assembly-room, nor to show their intrepidity 
at a countiy fair, but to enter into a kind of fellowship with the 
rugged sailor, to hear the tumult of a storm, to sustain the change 
of climates, and to be set on shore in an enemy's dominions ? 

Surely, he that can sec such spectacles without sorrow, must 
have hardened his heart beyond the common degrees of cruelty; and 
it may reasonably be expected, that he who can propose any method 
by which such hardships may be escaped, will be thought entitled 
to gratitude and praise. 

For my part, I should imagine. Sir, that an easy method might 
he discovered of obviating such misery, without lessening that num- 
ber of officers, which, perhaps, in opposition to reason and experi- 
ence, some gentlemen will continue to think necessary, and hope 
that this may be no improper time to declare my opinion. 

I have observed, that for some time no private sentinel has ever 
risen to any rank above that of a serjeant, and that commissions 
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have been reserved as rewards for other scniccs than those of the 
camp. This procedure I cannot but think at once impolitick and 
uojusL 

It is impolitick, Sir, as it has a natural tendency to extinguish 
in the soldiery all emulation and industrj.T Soldiers have an 
equal genius with other men, and undoubted!}' there might be 
found among them great numbers capable of leamingand of improv- 
ing the military sciences j ibutithey liarc likemsc the^ame lo\e of 
ease, and the desire oPhonour and of profit, and nil! pot condemn 
themselves to labour without U\e preset of reward, nor saerifice 
their time to the attainment of that knowledge, which can have no 
other effect than to iriake them discos er the stupidity of tlieir com- 
manders, and render their obedience more difficult, as it will destroy 
that reverence which is necessary to subordination. 

It is unjust. Sir, because it is not to bo doubted, that some sol- 
ders, by the natural force of their facuKira, or by a laudable activ- 
ity of mind, have extended their knowledge beyond the duties of a 
'private station, and he tliat excels in his profession has an equitable 
claim to distinction and preferment. To ad^ance any man in the 
atmy, because his father is an orator in the senate, or the chief in- 
habitant of a borough, seems not more rational, than to make ano- 
ther roan a judge, because some of his ancestors w ere skilled in gun- 
neryj nor would the la>v}'crs have jusler reasons for complaint in 
one case, than the soldiers in tlie other, , . 

It 39 therefore. Sir, in my ojnnioD, necessary to the advancement 
of military knowledge, that, as a sentinel is, for, excelling in his 
profession, advanced to the degiee of a seijeant, the seijcant, who 
continues his application, and pejforms iiis duty, shcptdd, in time] 
be honoured with a commission. , 

It may be objected indeed, that serjeants, though they are skilful 
commanders in ivar, can very seldom arrive at any remarkable skill 
inipolitif.ks,T and though they should be so fortunate as to gain 
estates, could never be of any use as the representatives of a borough ; 
and to "what purpose should those men be advanced, who can only 
serve their country, but can contribute very little to the support of 
the court ? ' w 

This is, I own. Sir, an objcc1’on,which I despair of answering to 
the satisfaction of those by w bom it will be raised. The hardy ser- 
jeant woidd never ennge gracefully at a le\ec, would never attain 
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to any successful degree of address in soliciting voles, and if lie- 
should by mere bribery be deputed hither, Avould be unable to de- 
fend the conduct of his directors. 

In vindication of the present scheme, I believe fen' of those rug- 
ged warriors would find many arguments ; they -would not rccom- 
ihend to the nation a troop of boys, undcj’ the command of boys, as 
the most proper forces to be sent to make conquests in distant, 
countries, nor would imagine, that unskilful soldiers could, under 
the direction'of officers equally ignorant with themselves, attain the 
knowledge of their duty in the same time as if they were incorpo- 
rated with regidar troops, in which eveiy man might receive instruc- 
tions, and learn his business, fi’om his comrade, 

I had lately, Sir, the opportunity of hearing the opinion of one 
of the greatest generals in the world, on this subject, who declared 
with the utmost confidence of certainty, that raw troops could be 
disciplined in a short time, only by being incorporated with those’ 
that had been already taught their duty, and asserted, that with an 
army so mixed, he should think himself sufficiently enabled to meet 
any forces of the same number, and should not fcai' to acquit Ijiin- 
self successfully, cither in attacking or defending. 

Such are the sentiments of this great man, to wliom I know not 
whether any name can be opposed that deseia es equally to be re^'e- 
renced. He has had the honour of defending the rights of his 
country in tlie senate as well as in the field, has signalized himself 
equally in the debate and in the battle, and perliaps deserves less re- 
gard foi’ having hazarded his life, than for having been divested of 
his employments. 

Since, therefore, it is apparent that great numbers of .officers are 
by no means necessary to success in war, since they arc dangerous 
to our liberty in time of peace, since they are certainly expensive, 
and at best not certainly useful ^ and since the greatest general of the 
present age has declared, that our new levies ought to be mingled 
Avith our standing forces, I shall think it my duty to vote against 
the present scheme of raising new regiments, and shall agree to no 
other supplies than such as may be sufficient for adding the same 
numbers to the present army. 

General Wade then spoke as follows ; — Sir, though I cannot pre- 
tend to pursue the honourable gentleman through the Avhole com- 
pass of his argument, nqr shall attempt to stand up as his rival.^ 
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eiOicr in c:tlcnt’of VncnOcd^r, f>rfl<pincf nf lAnpiafrrj >rt m m)' 
course of life n«r'4',irily fumMicJ iiieMllh mujJc n?i'<-nulJon« 
to llicquoiion Itrforc u*. ond my jintscnl siatian in the 
army it»v, in jtiroe mraMJrc, lx? saw! to make it my <UUy to dechwe 
mv opinion, 1 shall Uy before ll»e lIotMc a few com’uh-nitlons sOlli 
the artless simpHciivof a pL\lnM)ltlicr,«itIioat in a formal 

debate. Of attempting to overthrow (he or^rntnents of others. 

It U ob‘cned, bir, tlml fur ll»c preatcal the farther any nun 
has ndmncTti in life, the lets conlldcoec Itt pbees In sprrtibtion, 
and the more he learm to rwt upon rs|«cTientr as the only inn? 
guide in hunwn atTaira ; and as the lrau‘af ilont In which he is rt\* 
gaged are more import.int, with the giratrr nn\irtir dr>r« he en- 
quire after preetilent“, and tltc uiorc limuriMtOy dfxn he jinnoetl, 
when ho is obliijrd to regulate liU conduct by roqjvcturx* orhj deli- 
Leraiiun. • 

Tlu« KmarV, Sir, though It may he ja*t with jvgarti to nil statn 
of life, is }tt more coii't-intlyand eeitainly apjdicihh* to lh.il of the 
joWiefj hecau‘e, ns hh profc^'ion Is more Itarartl'His than any 
ether, he invi*t \sith mote caution guanl agaiiul inlscaTTiajres and 
error*. TIjc old loldicr, therefore, sery rtrtly senlsirts l)evout! the 
»crgc of experience, unle*s io coniplunce tilth |nrticuLir acchJents, 
which does not make any change in hUijrnrml iclieme, or in situ- 
ations where nothing can prt«ertc him hut wunc new stratagem or 
unp/rreedented cflbrt, which nrr not to be inriilione»l ns |arl ofhU 
original plan of «j>cra(lnn, l>eou*e they are proluerd nluais by 
Unforeseen cuiergcndes. and nrr to be irnptitttj not to choice but to 
necessity j fur In con»cquenec of iny first principle, auoldioldlcr 
ncicrVillingly imohes himself in difTiadlit-s, or pjoexeds irjsucli n 
manner as that Itc may not expect suettis by the reguhir ojurations 
of w-ar. 

U'wiU not therefore he strange, if I, who, hasing rersctl in lha 
nnny in the wars of king WMbm, may justly claim the title of .m 
old loldicr, should not easily de|»art from the inctho<ls cstabHshe<l 
in ray jnutli, methods of wlilcli their eflt-cts linie ihoun me, lint 
thej’ at least answer the intention lor which they were cuntriicd, 
and which therefore 1 ihall he ofrald of njming, lest those which 
it Is proposed to‘std>slitu(c in tlieir pbcc, honcier probable In spe- 
pulation, should be found dcfectiio in praiUce, and the reasomngs. 
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\Yhicli indeed I cannot ansAver, slioxild be confuted in tlic field, where 
eloquence has very Utile power. 

The troops of Britain, formed according to tlie present cstablblx- 
jnent, have been found successful j they have preserved the liberties 
of Europe, and driven the armies of France before them j they have 
appeared equally foimidable in sieges and in battles, and with 
strength equally irresistible have pressed forward in the field, and 
mounted the breach. It may be urged, that this x-igour, alacrit}’, 
and success, cannot be proved to have been produced by the number 
of officers by whom they were commanded ; but since, on the con- 
trary,' it cannot be shown that the number of officcre did not con- 
tribute to their victories, I think it not prudent to try the experi- 
ment, which, if it should succeed, as it possibly may, would produce 
nty gi’cat adx antage ; and if it should fail, and that it may fail no 
man will deny, must bring upon us not only the exjjence w’hich 
we are so solicitous to avoid, but disgrace and losses, a long inter- 
ruption of our trade, and the slaughter of great numbers of our fel- 
low-subjects. 

Thus far, Sir, I haA'e prdcecdcd upon a supposition that the ba- 
lance of argument is equal on botli sides, and that nothing could 
be alleged on one part but experience, or oiyected to the other but 
the want of it ; but as I am now called to declai'e my opinion in a 
<luestion relating to my profession, a question of great importance 
to the publickj I should think that I bad not discharged my duty to 
my country with that fidelity wduch may justly be exacted from me 
if I should omit any obseivation that my memoiy may suggest, by 
which the House may be better enabled to proceed in this enquiry. 

I think it therefore proper to declare, that we not only, in the 
last great war, experienced the usefulness of numerous officers, but 
that we have likewise felt the Avant of them on a signal occasion, 
and that the only great advantage which our enemies obtained, 
was gained over an array rendered Aveak by the Avant of the usual 
number of officers. Such AA'ere the forces that AA^ere defeated at the 
fatal battle of Almanza, by Avhich almost all Spain was recovered 
from us. And it is. Sir, the opinion of veiy skilfiil commanders, 
that the Geimans, only by haring fewer officera than the French, 
did not succeed in those long and obstinate battles of Parma and 
Guastalla. 
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It is indeed natural to imagine, tliat a gixsitcr number of oITicers 
must promote success, because courage is kindled by example, and 
it is therefore of use to erciy man to have hU leader in his view. 
Shame at one .time and afiection at anotlicr, may produce Ihe 
effects of courage where it is.wanted, and those may follow t!\eir 
commander, who arc inclined to dcscit their duty; for it is seldom 
toowa that, while the . oflicws appear confident, the soldiers 
despair, or that thq^ think of retreating but after tlic example of 
their leaders. 

Where there ate only few officers, it is apparent that more is left 
to chance, in which it becomes not a wise man to place any confi- 
dence j for if the officers are killed at the beginning of the action, 
the soldiers must become an useless, defenceless herd, \n ithout order, 
without unanimity, and ;ritbout design } hut by the present metliod, 
if an officer liappens to fall, his place is immediately supplied by 
another, the action goes fonvard, and the enemy receives no adran- 
tage from confusion or delay. 

I am therefore of opinion, that in raising troops for the expedi- 
tion now iotended, the established method ought to be followed, 
ond that we ought not to hazard the success of our attempt by new 
regulations, of uhleh no human sagacity can forctcl the event. 

Though it cannot be denied, that some addition migbthc made 
to our companies without any \isible or certain inconvenience, jet 
the augmentation now intcmlcil is too numerous to be so incorpo- 
rated without some neglect of di>c5pJinc, as the officers would be 
charged with more men than they could pro[)erIy superintend. 

, There is indeed, Sir, another method of incorporation, by adding 
new companies to each regiment j but of this method the advantage 
would be small, because tlic number of cnptsiins and inferiour of- 
ficers must be tlie same, and the pay of only the field-officers would 
be saved, and this trifling gain nould be far orer-balanccd by the 
inconrenlenciea which experience has shown to arise from it. There 
have been regiments formed of thirteen corapauies instead of ten ; 
but it was found, tliat as the officers of a company may be over- 
charge with solffiers, a colonel may likewise have more companies 
than he can conveniently inspect, and the antient regulation was 
Testored, as the least liable to difficuItiCa and objections. 

Having thus endeavoured to vindicate the manner in which our 
new troops are proposed to be levied, it may be expected that I 



62 


DEBATE ON 


Drc. 4-11. 


should now rnnV.c some ob'^crvations on the service in which they 
are to be employed, which I cannot thinh liable to any unanswer- 
.able objection. It is now. Sir, in our choice, whether wc will .send 
the new regimenl.s abroad or keep them at home^ and our choice 
may easily be determined by comparing llic ■value of our colonics 
with that of their mother country. If ii. be not ncce.ssary to have 
any army here to defend us agjiinst insults and invasion'', the ques- 
tion about the manner of raising or employing new regiments is 
superfluous, because none ought to be mised, a.s oui' old troops are 
sufficiently numerous for foreign service. Bui if the security of the 
nation requires air army, would it not be madness to send those ( roops 
to a distant part of the world, in which wc e.m confide mo,->t? 
Would not those, who speak with .such contempt of an expedition 
undertaken by boys, have a better reason for their censure, if only 
bo 5 's were stationed on our coast.s to rcjicl the vctcmn.=; of France ? 
Would not such measures animate our enemies, and invite an in- 
vasion. 1 

It perhaps may be urged farther, that the troops wbicli .arc sent 
into America, arc more likely to succeed in their design, than any 
regiment of antient establishment. The chief danger to he feared 
in that part of the w'orld, is not from the enemy but the climate, 
with which young men arc most able to contend, though they may 
not be equally qualified for attempts in wliieh skill is equally neces- 
saiy w'ith vigour. 

I am convinced. Sir, that this war has liithcrto lx:cn prosecuted 
with ardour and fidelity, and that no measures have been taken but 
such as experience and reason have sujijiortcd, and therefore aflirm, 
without scruple, that if we are not successful, our miscarriages must 
be imputed to the chance of war, from which no prudence can 
e.xempt us. 

Lord Quakendox spoke next, in the following manner, being bis 
first speech -Sir, having but very lately had the lionourof a seat in 
this assembly, I am conscious how little I am acquainted with eilhex 
Die subjects or the forms of debate, and should therefore continue to 
listen to the sentiments of persons more c.xperienccd,' with silent 
veneration, did I npt observe with how much indulgence theyi\re 
heard who mean w^sll, how'cver deficient in knowledge, or in elo- 
quence. 

.As the honourable gentleman who spoke last. Sir, professes to 
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have formed his opinion rather from facts tlian arguments^ I hope 
, X shall be indvilgcd by the Hoaisc, in an attempt to examine those 
.facts which he has produced, because I think them not sufficient to 
sujiport his positions, which must therefore be established by some 
other proo& before a decision of this question pan be fixed by 
. them. 

With regard to his experience, to wliicli undoubtedly no small de- 
gree of \eneration is due, he confesses that ne ha^e tried only one 
of the tno forms of establishment now in competition, and that 
^therefore, though he has liad reason to approve that with whicli he 
is most acquainted, he has no certain proofs of the inefiicacy or im- 
perfection of^tlic other. 

But experience. Sir, maybe cxtendcfl much farther than our own 
personal ttauKictions, auA may very justly ctAwptcbcud those obscr- 
vations^rvliich we have had opportunities of making u])on the con- 
.ductancUucccss.of others. ,This geul!cmai\, thouglv heliasonly cora- 
mandedin the armies of CriLiin, has seen the forces of other nations, 
hasrematked their regubtions, and heard of their actions "nith our 
confederates in the list war j he has probably acted in conjunction, 
and lho\igh it is known that they differ from us in the jwoportion 
of soldiers and ofiicers, be luis mentioned no disadtantage svhich 
might be supposed to arise from their otablidmicnt, and thereforCi 
I suppose, he cannot deny th.it their bcliax iour and success was tlie 
. same with that of our omi troops. 

Tlie, battles <if .‘llmanza, Patau, and Ciuastalb, w Inch he has par- 
iiadarly mentioned, were lost, as he informs us, by armies not of- 
ficered according to the establiblvmcnt which he recommentls to us; 
but it is observable that his argument is defective in an essentLd 
part; for though he afllrnwtbatthe armies I'hichweredefeutcdhad 
fewer odiceie than the enemy, he has neither shown, nor attempted 
to show, that llie want of officers occa-ionetl the defeat, or that the 
loss would ha\e been prevented by a greater number. 

, Tlic'c instances, theieforc, can be of no efiett on the determina- 
tion of the pjc'cnt question; for though it is certain that at Ger- 
many, and at other places, armies with .few officers have lost the 
battle, it is ;\ot less common for t!jo=e troops that are more libe- 
rally supplied, .to be overtlirown by others which are difTcreatly 
modelled 

. regard, .^ir, to the troops of Gennany, I.havc heard them. 
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pi-aisecl in many pavts of Europe, ns not inferiour either to those of 
France, or of any oilier nation, and have been informed, that their 
ill success, both at Parma and Guaslalla, may be jastly imputed to 
other causes than the want of onTiccm. 

There has, perhaps. Sir, seldom been an example of finimcss, 
discipline, and resolution, beyond that which nns shounbythc Ger- 
mans at the action of Parma, where they attackeu the trenches of 
the French, sustained the fire of the lamparfs of tiio city, and 
though they lost tlicir commander in chief and two others toimrds 
the beginningof the action, they continued the fight for eleven 
hours, and at last retired only at the approach of night. 

At Guastalla, Sir, they al Inched the French in their trenches, 
even willi forces inferiour in number, so far were they from any dif- 
fidence in the form of their C3fabli4iment j and after a fight of 
seven hours, in which their loss was under all their disadvantages 
not greater than that of their enemies, they rctrcalctl to their 
former camp unmolested and unpursued. Tlic French, Sir, were 
preserved in both tlicsc battles, not by the number of their officers, 
but by their situation, by woods, cassincs, ditches, and intrench- 
ments. 

Nor do I discover. Sir, wliat. can be inferred from his obsonalion 
of the influence of example in the time of action, but that officers 
should be selected with great care, and not be promoted by favour, 
or interest, or caprice j for an cxamifle of cowardice in a leader 
must be pernicious, in proportion as that of bravery is beneficial ; 
and as, where more officers arc supposed necessary, there is less 
room for choice, it must be allowed that the troops, wbicb have more 
officers than other forces, are in more danger of being infected with 
cowardice. 

It appears therefore to me that the cxpencc of the present esta- 
blishment is a ceitain evil, and that the advantages are ven- doubtful ; 
it appears that the present state of the nation requires fnignlity, 
and therefore I shall vote for the incorpomtion of our new levies 
with the old regiments. 

By this incoiporation, Sir, our new-levied troops will be no 
longer distinguished from our veterans j they will be equally 
acquainted with discipline, and will learn, from the convci-sation of 
their associates, a spirit of .enterprize, and a contempt of danger ; 
ive may then employ forces equally formidable in all parts of the 
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publiek serrice, and invade the dominions of our enemies, without 
leaving our own country desolate. t 

Tlie argument which the lionmirable gentleman has offered in 
.^Icfence of sending our younger troops to America, which may hke- 
wise be used against an incorporation, is, in my opinion. Sir, far 
from being conclusive for it supposes, what will not be granted , 
that a'cold climate may be changed fora hottei with mote safety by 
a young than an old man. I have been told, on the contrary, that 
superabundant heat is the great disease of youth, and that thewant 
of it produces most of the inBrmities of age : and every one has 
known the lives of pel sons languishing with age, prolonged by a 
removal mto warm countries. I am therefore of opinion, that the 
honourable gentleman’s argument is defective in all its parts, and 
hope that T shall not be charged with ol»tiivacy or perverseness for 
dissenting from him. 

Mr.HowE spoke next, in substance as follows; — Sir, before I en- 
gage inn discussion of the question, I cannot but think it neccs- 
saty to observe, that the honourable ^nOeman, who spoke the 
second in this debate, has been very far from consulting either po- 
licy or justice in his declamation, and that he deviated from the 
subject only to ridicule his country, to esalt our enemies, and de- 
press our tlTorts. ' 

He has described, Sir, the Britbh youth, the sons of noble fami- 
lies, and the hopes of the nation, in terms too contemptuous to be 
heard without indignation ; he has amusi^ himself with displaying 
their ignorance and their effeminacy, and has indulged his imagina- 
tion in a malignant kind of gaiety, which, however it may divert 
himself, is very fiir from contributing either to the reformation or 
prevention ol those_praclices which he censures. 

I bdieve. Sir, it SvUl be granted, that nothing ought to please 
but in proportion to its propriety and truth j and, if we try the sa- 
tire that wc have lately heard by tlib test, it will be found to have 
very little claim to applause; for our armica must be composed of 
the youth of the nation and, for my part, I cannot discover what 
advantage w e shall gain over the Spaniards, by Informing them how 
little our troops are accustomed to danger, how short a'time they 
have been acquainted with fatigue, how tenderly they have been 
nursed/ how easily they may'be frighted, and how certainly they 
will be conquered, if they but meet with opposition. . 

VoL. 1. r 
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Nor, Sir, is sucli an account of (he youth of Britain more time, in 
iny opinion, tlian it is prudent. 1 am far from discovering any sucli 
remarkable degeneracy in tlic age, or any gi cat jircvalencc of cow- 
ardice and unmanly delicacy > nor do I doubt of hearing that our 
youth, if they are sent upon any expedition, liavc siiown that the 
British courage is not yet extinguished, and that, if they arc ranged 
on the plains of America, they will discover themselves the sons of 
those that forced those passes, and those trenches, that other troops 
would liavc failed in attempting. 

That the degeneracy of the British youth is at least not univer- 
sal, we have just now. Sir, received an incontcatahlc jiroof from the 
gentleman who spoke last, and spoke with so much elegance of 
language, and justness of reasoning, as shows, that there are to be 
found, among the youth of Britain, persons very well (pi.'dificd for 
the senate : and 1 have never heard that a post in the army re- 
quired greater abilities. 

The pleasure, however, with Avhich I have attended to his re- 
marks, has not so far prejudiced me in favour of his opinion, ns that 
I shall easily consent to change that method of discipline to wliich 
our troops have been accustomed, and of which we know, by expe- 
rience, that it is at least not less cflicacious than t hat of any other na- 
tion. Customs, if they are not bad, are not to he changed, because it is 
an argument in favour of a practice that the people have experienced 
it, and approved it} and every change is disagreeable to those who 
judge only by prejudice, of wliom I need not say how great is the 
number. 

Many arguments may. Sir, in my opinion, be added to our expe- 
rience in favour of the present establishment, 'flic number of of- 
ficer’s' ^but X find myself vmablc to pursue my design, because 

I can no longer read ray notes, which, being written by another 
hand, somewhat emban-ass me in this decline of the light, I shall 
therefore only makc.some observations upon the speech of the gen- 
tleman who spoke the second in this debate; and liojre that I sliall 
be allowed to deviate from the principal question, since I do it only 
in pursuit of another. 

He has observed, that our troopers are mounted upon horses that 
are of ho uSe ; a remark. Sir, which I never heard from any other 
person, and for which, I believe, no authority can be produced ; tircy 
are mounted, indeed, upon horses vei-y different from those which 
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are used by other natioas, because ecarcely any other country breeds 
horses of equalslzeand strength; and, therefore, I am informed that 
the French have purchased horses from this island, and believe that 
all the cavalry of Europe would be mounted upon our horses if they 
could procure them. 1 have been informed, that their pressure in 
the shock of battle is such as no forces in the world are able to sus- 
tain j and that it was not less by the strength of our horses than the 
spirit of our soldiers, that the squadrons of France were, in the 
battle of Blenheim, pushed into the Danube. , 

Nor do I less disapprova his censure of the choice w hich has been 
made of the troops intended forthe American serv ice, which, though 
ardently desire its success, I cannot think of equal importance 
with the defence of our own country ; for, though we may be dis- 
graced by a defeat, we can be endangered only by an invasion : and 
therefore I think it necessary tc> retain those troops on which wo 
triay best rely for the seem ity of tins island, lest our enemies should 
take the adv'antage of their absence, and sfet the pretender oa the 
throne. 

Sir WiLtiAM YoyoE next ro^e, and spoke to the effect following ; 
— Sir, it is a staad]ngnia.xim,both in private life and publick trans- 
actions, that no man can obtain great advantages, who is afraid of 
petty inconveniences j and that he that will hope to obtain hU 
end without e.xpence, will languish for ever in fruitless wishes, and 
have the mortification of seeing the adventurous and the liberal en- 
joy that felicity, which, though it is within his reach, he is afraid 
of seizing. 

When the depredations of the Spaniards became first the subject 
of our debates, nothipg was heard amongst us but threats of ven- 
geance, demands of reparation, assertions of sovereignly, and reso- 
lutions to obtain security; the importance of our commerce, the 
necessity of rigorous measures, the danger of pusillanimity, th * 


meanness of negotiation, and the dis^vantages of delay, .were 
thundered from every part of the House. Every man seemed to 
imagine that there was no mean between victory and, ruin, and 
that not to humble Spain was to betray our country to insults, ig- 
nominy, and slavery. , 

Far was I then, Sir, from suspecting, that when the war, thus 
vehemently urged, should be declared, that the prosecution of it 


would produce 


I doubted not but that every roan 
• F2 
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would be desirous of signalizing his zeal for the pi osiicrity of com- 
merce, by expediting tlie supjdics, and forwarding the prcjiarations', 
and that the only contention among us would be, who should aj?- 
pear the most ardent enemy of Spain. 

But no sooner are hostilities begun against this insolent and op- 
pressive nation, than those who exprassed most resentment at'the 
prudence and moderation by which they were delayed, those that 
accused every attempt for an accommodation, of cowardice, and 
charged the ministry with conniving at the mpinc of pirates, begin 
to enquire into the necessity of the cxpcnccs occasioned by the war, 
to harangue on the advantages of parsimony, and to think it of more- 
importance to case our titxcs, than to subdue our e 2 ienncs. 

In pursuance of this new doctrine they are now endeavouring to 
embarrass the measures of his Majesty, that they may save, according 
to their own computation, only thirty thousand pounds, W'hich in 
reality I can easily show to be no njore than fifteen thousand. 

For the sake of tht.s important sum, our anny is to be modelled 
by a new regulation, and the success of the war is to he imjiedcd, 
the security of our commerce to be ba'/avded, and our colonics ara 
to be endangered, 

Fiugality is undoubtedly a virtue, but is, like otbci-s, to be prac- 
tised on proper occasions: to comjiutc expenccs with a scrupulous 
nicety in time of Avar, i.s to prefer money to safct\-, and, bj- a very- 
perverse kind of policy', to ha-zard the whole for the preservation of 
a pai-t. 

The gentlemen. Sir, who have most cndcaA Ourcd to distinguish 
themselves as the constant opponents of the administration, have 
charged it, on all occasions, with giving encouragement to the Spa- 
niards, but can charge it with nothing so lilcely lo raise the confi- 
dence and confirm the obstinacy of the enemy, as the objections 
which they themselves have made to the present scheme of levying 
forces ; for to how great a degree of poverty must they believe that 
nation reduced, of which the. wannest patriots stniggle to save a 
sum so incorisiderable, by an experiment of so mucli uncertainty ? 
And how easily will the Spaniards promise themselves, that they 
shall gain the victoiy only by oblipng us to continue in a state 
of war, a state which, by our own confession, we are not able to 
support ? ' ■ , 

Had any other argument. Sir, been produced than the necessity 
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of parsimony, it had been less dangerous to bave agreed to this new 
scheme; but to adopt it only for the sake of sparing fifteen thou- 
sand pounds, would be to make ourselres contemptible, to intimi- 
date our allies, and to unite all those agaii^t us, who are inclined 
to trample on misery, and to plunder weakness. 

. -I am inclined to judge so favourably. Sir, of the intentions of 
those whom I am now opposing, that I believe they ha^ e only used 
this aigument, because they were able to produce no other, and 
that if either reason or experience had been on .their side, the po- 
verty of the nation had not been mentioned. 

But the honourable gentleman, who has been so long engaged in 
military employments, has shown that all our success has been ob- 
tained by the present establishment, and that the battle in which 
we suffered most, was lost by our unfortunate deficiency of officers. 

do his reasons. Sir, howe\er modestly offered, deserve less 
regard than his experience, for he has shown that a greater number 
of ofiicers naturally contribute to preserve discipline, and excite 
courage; and it is not necessary that a man should be much a sol- 
dier to discover, that discipline and courage united, must generally 
prevail. 

To the examples which he has produced in favour of his opinion, 
it has been objected, that victories equally wondeiful have been 
gained with fewer officers; and, by the honourable gentleman that 
spoke ,the second on this occasion, the actions of Eugene were op- 
posed to those of the duke of Marlborough. 

That victories have been gained by troops differently regulated, I 
cannot deny ; ^ victories have likewise been gained. Sir, under every 
circumstance of disadvantage, victories have been gained by infe- 
riour numbers, and by raw troojis, over veteran armies, yet no pru- 
dent general ever produced these instances as arguments against the 
usefulness of discipline, or as proofs tbatsuperiority of numbers was 
no advantage. 

The success of prince Eugene in the late war, was far from con- 
vincing the British general, that the German establishment was pre- 
ferable to our own ; for he required that the Hessian troops, which 
were paid by Britain, should be officered like our national troops. 
In this he could be influenced only by his own opinion ; for he nei- 
•ther nominated their officers, nor could advance his interest at home 
by creating new posts to which he did not recommend; he could 
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therefore only regard the success of the war^ and changed their 
model only because lie thought it defective. 

The 'Germans themselves. Sir, arc far from imagining that their 
armies might not be made more formidable by approaching nearer 
to the British methods j for one of their officers, a man of great re- 
putation and experience, has informed me, that they were con- 
vinced of their' defect, and that notliing hindered them from adding 
more officers, but the fear of expences j that they imputed all tlieir 
defeats to the necessity of ])ai'simony, that their men wanted. not 
courage but leaders, and that their enemies gained advantages 
merely by the superiority of their opulence. 

In the late war it was common for the auxiliary troops, when they 
were sent upon any expedition of importance, to be supplied with 
officers either from their other regiments, or by the Biitish forces ; 
so necessary did the dulce of Marlborough think a larger number of 
officers in time of action, that where he could not alter the esta- 
blishment, he deviated from the common methods of war, and trans- 
ferred his officers occasionally into troops over which they had no 
settled authority. 

It is therefore most erident. Sir, that the model on whiclr our 
troops arc formed, was, by this great commander, preferred to that 
which is now so warmly recommended j and 1 know not why we 
should recede from his pmctice. if we are desirous of his success. 

Nor can I discover. Sir, any better method of selecting officers 
than that which has of late been followed, however some may cen- 
sure or ridicule it. To advance gentlemen to command seenrs to be 
the most likely way to unite authority with rank j for no man will- 
ingly obeys those to whom he has lately seen liimself equal, or whose 
conduct in lower stations he has perhaps had opportunities of exa- 
mining too nearly. 

The distinction of birth, however chimerical in itself, has been 
so long admitted, and so universally received, that it is generally 
imagined to confer on one man an indelible and evident superiority 
over another, a superiority, which those who would easily imagine 
themselves equal in merit cannot deny, and which they allow more 
willingly, because, though it be ah advantage to possess it, to want 
it cannot be justly considered as a reproach. 

For this reason. Sir, men chearfuUy obey those to whom their 
birth seems to have subjected them, without any scrupulous enqui- 
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ries into their virtue or alillilics ; tliey liavc been, taught from their 
childhood to consider llkcm as placed in a higher rank than Ujcm- 
schcs.andarc therefore not disgusted at anj' transient bursts of im- 
patience, orsuildcn8t.arts of caprices which would pro<iuccat least 
resentment, and jjcihatrt mutiny, in men nnvly cvaltctl from a low 
station. Tlie more atienlhcly. Sir, we look ujion the world, the 
more strongly shall we he oonvincetl of the (ruth of llicsc assertions, 
and the more ciidchily slwll we discoicr the influence which ojv- 
latca, in a degree scarcely crctliblc, even to tlioic who Jjave experi* 
coced its jiow or, and w hich U intlectl one of the clficf means of subor- 
dination, by wluch society is licUl together. 

-Nor are officers oF birth, Sir, to be prcfcrrcil to njcn trljo arc re- 
commended by nothing but militurj' service, only bccau*c they arc 
more chcarfully obeyed, but for another reason of equal imporlanrc. 
It has been oir'crvxid, that, in reality, tl»cy di«cbarge tlsc duty of 
commanders in & manner more likely to presene dignity and cn- 
crease reverence j that they discover, on all occasions, a sense of ho- 
nour and a dread of dL<gn>ce, whicli are not eaMly to be found in a 
mind contracted by a mean educalion,a>nddcprc&sevl by long liabiu 
offubjcction. 

It U not indeed. Sir, universally nnd invariably certain, that a 
man raised from meanness and poverty, will l>c insolent nndoppres- 
sive } nor do I doubt but there ore many now languishing in ol«ai- 
rity, whose abilities might add new lustre to the highest honours, 
and whose integrity vvould very faithfully d'ucliargc the most im- 
portant trust, and in their favour, wherevrr ilicy can lic discover- 
ed, some exceptions ought to be maile; but as general rules arc 
generally to be followed, as well in military* regulations as other 
transactions, , it will be found upon the oxaclcst enquiry, by no 
means improper to advance gentlemen to jiosts of cojnnumd tnUicr 
tlian private sentinels, however skilful or couragtxni*. 

It is to be considered, Sir, that the present state of the continent 
lias for many years made it necessary to support an army even 
when we arc not engaged in an actual wars that (his army, (hough 
of late it has, for the ease of the people, been sometimes encamped 
during the summer, is for the greatest part quartcrctl in towns, and 
mingled with the rest of the community, but governed at tlic same 
time by tlie officers, und subject to the inartW law. It lias often 
been observed by those who have argued against standing forces. 
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hat this difTercncc of government makes difierent societies, vvhicli 
io not combine in the same interest, nor much favour one another 5 • 
md it is indeed certain that feuds arc sometimes j)roduccd, tliat 
ivhen any private quancl ha})pcns cither by drunkenness or acci- 
lent, or claims really disjmtable, between a soldier and any other 
person, each applies for supjjort and a‘=5istancc to those in the same 
condition with himself, the cause I)ccomes general, and tlic soldiers 
and townsmen arc not easily rcstmined from blows and bloodshed. 

It is true likewise that the rhetoric of the ])atriots has been so ef- 
ficacious, that their arguments liave been so clamorously echoed, 
and their w’cekly productions so diligently disjicrscd, that a gi-cat 
part of the nation, as men always willingly admit what will j)roducc 
immediate ease or advantage, believes the army to b(! a useless 
burthen imposed u])on the j)coplc for the supj)oit of the ministiy; 
that the landlord therefore looks upon the soldier as an intruder 
forced into his house, and rioting in sloth at his cxpcncc ; and the 
fai’iner and manufocturer have learned to call the army the vermin 
of the land, the catcr|)illars of the nation, the devourers of other 
men’s industry, the enemies of liberty, and the slaves of the court. 

It is not to be supposed. Sir, that the soldiers entertain the same 
ideas of their profession, or that they do not conceive themselves in- 
juT'cd by such representations: tlicy undoubtedly consider them- 
selves as the bulwark of their country, as men selected for the de- 
fence of the rest of the commimity, as tliose who liavc engaged at 
the hazard of their lives to repel invasion and rejiress rebellion, and 
who contribute more than their part to the gcnoi-al felicitj , by se- 
curing property and preventing danger. 

It is not to be doubted. Sir, but sentiments so widely different, 
must produce an equal contrariety of claims, and diversity of con- 
duct: the trader imagines, that the man wiio subsists upon the 
taxes which are raised only from his labour, ought to consider him- 
self as his inferior at least, if not as his hireling and his servant j tlie 
soldier wonders how he can ever conceive himself sufficiently gi-atc- 
ful to him that has de'i'oled his life to his defence, and to whom he 
must fly for protection whenever danger shall approach him, and 
concludes that he has an incontestable right to the better part of 
that, of which the preservation of the whole depends upon him. 

Thus does self-love magnify every man in his own eyes, and so 
differently will men determine when each is to judge in his own 
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cauje. of llicse competitors tliinks most justly of Ills oun 

station and cliaractcr, or wlictlscr both arc not mistaken in their 
opinion, 1 think it by no mcaas neccsisar)- to decide, nus at least 
is esident, that to preserse peace and liamiony beUveen two bodies 
of men obligctl to live together with fcntimcnts so oj)|K)'jite, there 
is required an uncommon degree of pttuicnee, wotlcmtion, and 
Know]e<lgc of mankind, which is cliiclly to be exerted on the jart 
of the soldiers, Ikcousc tlvey arc subject to more rigorous command, 
and arc more easily govemcil by the authority of tlicir superiors. 

. Let us eupjjosc any dispute of tliis ktnil. Sir, to lutppcn where the 
soldiers wxTC comnwndwl only by prisiitc scntlueLs, disgubcjl in the 
dress of officers, but retaining, what if cannot be cx^wetw! that they 
should suddenly be able to lay aside, the prejudices svhictt they had 
imbibed in the ranks, and all the aniour of trifling competition in 
which their station lad once ongagctl them, ^^^lat could be cx- 
pectetl from their coun«cU .and direction ? Can ji be lm.Tgtnctl that 
they would enquire Impartially into the original cause of the dis- 
pute, tlat they would attend equally to the p.irliw, endeasour by 
mildness and candour to soften the malevolence of each, and termi- 
nate the dispute by some addrrs'iful expedient, or tleccnt accommo- 
dation? tie surely must be scry little nrqaainletl with the vulgar 
notions of bravery and lionour, tlat could funn any ho|KS of such 
comluct. 

Tlic pbin soldier. Sir, las not accustomcd'himself to reguhte his 
motions by reason, nor has le.amc«l any more of honour, than that 
it consists in adhering invariably to Ids pretensions, even though lie 
should discover that they arc false; and in resenting aflronts with 
the utmost rigour, even when tlicywcrc provoked by himself: he is 
tauglit, that U ishis business to conquer in whatever raiisc, and that 
to desist from any of his attempts, or retract any of his assertions, 
is unworthy of a man of honour. 

• Warm with such notions as these. Sir, would Buch officers, as 
have Ijccn lecommcndcd by (he honourable gcntlem.an, apjdy them- 
selves to the tcnninalion of differences ? Without any knowledge of 
the laws of society, without any .settled ideas of the diflerent lights 
of different persons, they would have nothing in view but the ho- 
nour of their profession, nor endeavour to support it by any other 
method tlun that of violence. If a soldier was affronted by a farm- 
er, they would' probably lay his territories waste, and ’ravage his 



74 


DEBATE ON 


Dec. 4-11. 


plantations like an enemy’s country j if another disagreed with his 
landlord, they would advise him to maku good hh quarters, to in- 
vade the magazines of provision without restraint, to force the 
bavricadoes of the cellar, and to forage in the stables without con- 
troul. 

But gentlemen. Sir, arc proper judges of debates between the 
army and the rest of the community, because they arc equally re- 
lated to both parties, as men who possess or expect estates, or ^vho 
are allied to those whose influence arises from their jiropcily. As 
men bred in affluence and freedom, and acquainted ■with the bless- 
ings of our constitution, and the necessity of civil government, 
they cannot willingly conti'ibutc to the encrcasc of the militaiy 
power, and as members of the army they cannot but he desirous to 
shpport their own rank, and to hinder their profession from sink- 
ing into contempt} itis therefore their care to repress insolence on 
one part, and to prevent oppression on the other, to stop dissensions 
in.their beginning, and reconcile all the diflerent pretensions of Bri- 
tons and soldiers. 

I am indeed surprized. Sir, to hear the promotion ofserjeants re- 
commended by the honourable gentleman who has so often stniincd 
his lungs, and exhausted his invention, to explain liow much our 
constitution is endangered by the army, how readily those men will 
concur in the abolition of property who have nothing to lose, and 
how easily they may be persuaded to destroy the liberties of their 
country, who are already cut off from the enjoyment of them, who, 
therefore, can only behold with enry and malevolence those adwan- 
tages which they cannot hope to possess, and which produce in tliem 
no other effects than a quicker sense of their own misery. 

Upon what principles. Sir, any gentleman can form those notions, 
or with what view he can so long and so studiously disperse them, it 
is his province to explain, for the only reason that can be offered by 
any other person for his incessant declamations, the desire of secur- 
ing his country from the oppression of a standing army, is now for 
ever overthrown by this new proposal } .which, if it were to be re- 
ceived, would in a very few years produce an army proper to be em- 
ployed in the execution of the most detestable designs, an army that 
could be of no other use than to gratify an ambitious prince or a 
■wicked ministry, as . it would be commanded, not by men who had 
Idst tlieir liberty, but by men who never enjoyed it, by men who 
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would abolish our constitution without knowing tliat they were en- 
gaged in any criminal undertaking, who ha%e no other sense of the 
ciy oyment of authority than that it is the power of acting without, 
controul, ^vho have no knowledge of any other laws than the com- 
mands of their superiors. 

To men like tliese. Sir, to men raised up ftom poverty and servi- 
lity to rank and power, to ignorance invested with command, and 
to meanness elated with preferment, would any real patriot, any 
zealous assertor of liberty, any inflexible enemy to the corruptions 
of the ministry, consign the protection of his country, and intrust 
to these our happiness, properties, and our lives ? 

iVhether the honourable gentleman has changed any of the sen- 
timents, which he has hitherto appeared to admit with regard to 
the army, whether this new determination js only an instance of 
that inconsistency, which is scarcely to be avoided in the vindica- 
tion of a bad cause, or whether he was betrayed to it only by his 
hatred of the administration, which would prompt him to recant 
his own advice, if it should liappen to be approved, I will not pre- 
tend to determine j but I must lament on this occasion the enter- 
tainment which the House will lose, by the eternal cessation of any 
harangues on the army, since he cannot now declaim on either part 
without contradicting his former declarations. 

Nor will the honourable gentleman find less difficulty in proving, 
that justice, rather than policy, requires the promotion of serjeants 
to commissions. Military preferments ore always at the disposal of 
the crown, nor can any right be pretended to them, but such as 
arises from the'eustom which has been generally followed in confer- 
ing them, which is not only variable at pleasure, but has never been 
at any time regularly observed. The order of rotation has been suf- 
fered sometimes to proceed, because, of two persons otherwise equal, 
he that has served longest may plead the most merit j but the plea 
of service has been always over-ruled by birth or powerful recom- 
mendation. And though. Sir, it is natural for men disappointed to 
complain, yet as tliose officers, whose preferment has been delayed, 
were not thought in i-eality to have received any injury, their mur- 
murs have been the less regarded. 

It might be'evpected, Sir, from a patriot, a lamenter of the de- 
generacyof mankind, and an inflexible opponent of corruption, that 
he should consider rather facts than persons, that he should regu- 
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]ate his decision by the invariable principles of reason and-juslice, 
and that therefore he sliould not applaud at one time Avhat he con- 
demns at another. 

But this gentleman seems to have established some new maxims 
of conduct, and perhaps upon new notions of morality; for he 
seems to imagine, that his friends may seize as their right, what his 
adversaries cannot touch without robl)ciy, though t he claim of both 
be the same. 

It is well known. Sir, to the whole army, that a nohlc person 
whose abilities are so loudly celebrated, whose virtues are so libe- 
rally praised, and whose removal from his military employments is 
so solemnly lamented as a publick calamity, obtained his lirat pre- 
ferments by pretensions very different from military merit, and that 
at the age only of seventeen, a time of life in which, whatever 
might be his abilities, very little prudence or experience could be 
expected, he was advanced to the command of a regiment, and ex- 
alted above many officers whose known bravery and frcciuent ha- 
zards entitled them to favour. 

I dp not assert that he was undeservedly promoted, or condemn 
those who either solicited or granted his commission ; I maintain, 
only, that what was then reasonable and just, is not. now either ini- 
quitous or ridiculous, and different jicrsons in the same circumstan- 
ces have a right to the same treatment. 

In the reign of queen Anne, a reign. Sir, w'hich every Briton 
recollects with so much satisfaction, and which w’ill for eicr afford 
examples of the wisest counsels, and most successful wars, when 
new regiments were to be raised, it was far from being thought 
necessary to observe tliis gentleman’s favourite method of rotation ; 
posts were filled, not with the oflicci's of other regiments, that 
room might he left for the promotion of seijeants, but with gentle- 
men who had never seen a battle, or learned any p,art of the mili- 
tary discipline. • 

But though. Sir, the regulation of our army be thus violently at- 
tacked, the greatest crime of the ministry is, in this gentleman’s 
opinion, that of levying new troops, when we have no employment 
for our standing forces, of laying unnecessaiy imposition upon the 
nation, and alarming with the fears of an invasion, only that the 
army might be encreased. 

On this head, Sir, a declai’ation of the duke of Marlborough has 
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bmi niiJj a prmt cirrtJm'tantri, nntj mclj ii 

finnln:; accjrac) of tiarrallon, tlal ll»c nUrntion crtljc 
cngaptl, a^id ll»c acwanl trai rccrititl «jlh fl!5 tlic ^olrmnUy of 
unUcr'.'O and «ilh thrtrnmtJon i!»r toM» lii^h an anthor- 

Ity in n <jnf^tinn of mi TOticU lmp"ttano<‘ 

Tliriuhjcfi UintJml»<it\-orl1jj’ofrrcanl,l!~M I c^rry 

^nanovjplA tocontribntr to U» ri«ckUltnn» and. llictrfurr, I taVr 
Iji? Id^tr of aii'lmrj to the Imnnnraldc prntlrnnti** rrhflon, vlmt 
1 !>njw vtUl I)** limnlwith ewrimit y, lUr tnrtlj^l by wivlfUtlat 
drat eommintW I’Toj^n^^l to pul a *ln|> to an inmunn wii!i to 
*im\l a iiumWr. 

He «ai \rTy Cir, Sir, frotn hnapninq; tia! I.c tlumiif lx* aWe to 
iTpfl lijtm bj oprn foTtf /W vva^ Cat frtr.n iK’in.; »o«>n'“»ilml of b5^ 
injK'rinrity in mlllf.’ify iVill, a« to Ima^^iiic tlut !.p ‘houid iJefral 
tlrtin tiy »irata^.n, anti tUcrefutr, he by Injniinp tbc %ii« 

lajrts and «lntrtrtln^ ibe country, to i!rj)ti»c them of iIjc m«n« of 
j^inbtfnct-, anti laraM Vl>rm ^'Uh fwmna > to iitnrr at a dbtanrt*, 
ami oJt oIT Ihfor jurllfn nbirh nccr«ijty tlioubl futreout to ft>ra{’r, 
liil a Itotly of troops erndd l<m«<^»UoUufr»rirTit ino»TTtbrmr tbnn 
In n Intlle, or In dritc Ibrtn Imk to tbrir 

SucIj \rxi tbc *cVmr, Sir, a« 1 Kitr Wrn infunnptl, of tbl< prat 
nernj nor, |>f flap*, can anyoilicrlieitnick out b) buttian abjtlilci, 
nbetf prenter numijtrj arc to be n|*i>o«ctl by nnalbr. Ibst tbii 
rclinnc, though prcrmLlc in the Ivt c^tmnltjcx tful.ucr}, Usuch 
at cannot W rtjentinnoi liorror, and of ninth the mrmition 

otight to be amldrd by errry r<|«*«lirnt llrtl ran Ix? |'racti«<tlnith« 
out the danger of our liberiW. We ought certainly not to ttjfcl a 
naiL*coua tutxUcme, by w WcU lltit IwnUU U ptc^crvc^l, txUltb, if to*,t , 
can only !« rratored by the ainpiitatiun of o limb. 

As it «a» tliercfon: necessary. Sir, to scnin* oor coarts from an 
In^ailon, it nii necea«ary to tai'c ww troopi fur tbc American ex- 
pedition j nor (lid this method produce any dchy, for the regiments 
sscrc coinpltated a long lime behire the of nar and the (rnns. 
ports were ready to convoy and reedte them, nor could the utmost 
ardour and diligence dbpatch them sooner from our coasts. * 

Tlie ship. Sir, were, bytbesiolenccofa frent scarcely cxampled, 
retained for a long lime in the harbours, nitiiout a ixj^iihility of be- 
ing put to tea} when Ihcyncrc all assembled at the place appointed 
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for their conjunclion^ they waited for a wind ; all the delay that can 
be objected, was produced by the seasons, of which the rcgnlatioii 
was in no man’s power. 

But the time. Sir, which was unwillingly spent in the ramp, wae 
not however lost or miscmjdoycd, for the troops were, by the order 
of the general, every day exercised, and instructed in the arl of war, 
so that what was lost in lime, was more than recompensed by- the 
advantage of better discipline. 

Nor did these ti’oops appear a herd so ignorant and contemptible, 
as they have been represented by malicious invectives and ludicrous 
descriptions j there were not indeed among them many grey-headed 
wan'iors, nor were their former campaigns and past exploits the 
subjects of their conversation ; but there was not one amongst them 
who did not appear ready to suffer, in the cause of hi' count r}', all 
that the most hardened veteran covdd undergo, or whose alacrity 
and eagerness did not promise perseverance in the march, and in- 
trepidity in the battle. 

Their general, Sir, who saw them pursue Ihcii’ exercises, dccl.ared 
how much he was satisfied with their proficiency, aj)plaudcd tlicir 
appeamnee, and expressed his confidence in their connige ; nor do 
I doubt, but our enemies will find, that it is not ncccssaiy to send 
out our most formidable forces to humble them, and that the 
youth of Britain will compensate their want of cxi)cricnce by their 
courage. 

If I, Sir, have been draw'n aside from the present question, it is 
by following, perhaps, with an exactness too scrupulous, the ho- 
nourable gentleman, whose propositions I have now shown to he 
erroneous, and whose reproaches will, I believe, now appear rather 
the effects of disappointment than of zeal, and therefore I think it 
now necessary to return to the business before us, tlic consideration 
of the present establishment, from wbicb, as it was approved by the 
duke of Marlborough, and has been defended with very strong argu- 
ments by one of the most experienced officers of this time, I cannot 
think it safe or prudent to depart. 

Mr, Grenville spoke next, to the following effect : — Sir, as a no- 
ble person has been frequently hinted at in this debate, to whom my 
relation is well known, and whom, as I know him well, I have tlie 
strongest motives to reverence and honour, I cannot forbear to 
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gue, on this occasion, an attestation tvliich hcuill be allowed to 
desene by all those whom interest lias not blinded, and corruption 
depraved 

It.vrill be alloweil, Sir, tlvat he is one of thoic who arc indebted 
for their honours only torment, one whom the imllce of a court 
cannot debase, as its favour cannot exalt j he is one of those whose 
loss of employments can be a rcprmch only to those who tahe them 
from him, as he cannot forfeit them but by performing bis duty, 
and can only give offence by steadj integrity, and a r-csolufion to 
speak as he thinks, and to act as his con«cicncc dictates. 

Tliere are. Sir, men I know, to wliom this panegvric wdl seem 
romantic and chimerical, men towUom integrity and conscience are 
idle sounds, men who are content to catch theword of their leader, 
who have no sense of the obligation of any law but the supreme will 
of liim that pa}3 them, and who know not any virtue but Udigence 
in attendance, and readiness in obedience. 

It is surely. Sir, no loss to the noble person to be debarred from 
any fellowship with men like these. Nothing can be more unplexs- 
ing to virtue than such a situation as lays it under a necessity of be- 
holding wickedness that cannot be rcformctl; as the sight ofapesl- 
house must raise horror, thougli we should suppose the spectator se- 
cure from tljc contagion. 

Mr. Oao spoke next, in substance as follows Sir, as I cannot 
approve the scheme now proposed, for augmenting our forces, I 
shall endeavour to show why the arguments, by which it lias hitliei- 
to been supported, have failed to cominf« me, and sliall lay before 
the House some reasons against it, to which I sliall expect an an- 
swer, Iscfoie 1 llnnk, that \ can agree to It, withoat sijuander- 
ing the money of which my constituents liave intrusted me with the 
disposak 

Tile argument. Sir, with which this motion was introduced, 
which is indeed the strongest that has jet been oflered, was, that 
this estimate is less expensive tlian one that was laid before the 
House in a late reign, and tliat therefore it could not reasonably be 
charged with txtravagancc. 

Let us now consider this atgument with that care which is re- 
quired by the importance of the question, let us enquire vvliat con- 
sequences will follow from it, and to what prev ious suppositions it 
must owe its force. 
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The argument, Sir, cvlilcntly supposes tliat ilie estimate in l:ing 
William’s reign, was drawn up witlioiif, miy intention to dercivc 
the House, or to misc money for puiposi's diirercnt from Hiom: for 
which it was really cx])cnded. But if we suppose, that e-tirnateto 
be fraudulently calculated, this may contain the same fallacies in a 
lower dcgi-ccj and the onlymerit that ran he claimed by the amhom 
of it, will be; that they are not llie moM. i-apaciou‘- plunderer.- of 
their countr)', that however they may he. charged ^viih profu.-ion of 
puhlick money, they aic yet more morlest than .••t)mc of their i)rc- 
decessoi’s. 

But it is known. Sir, that in king M'ilHam’s icign, vciyfew tsti« 
mates were honestly computed ; it i.s known that the rotation of 
parties, and fluctuation ofmKisurcs, reduced the mini'-tiy to sub-i.'-l. 
upon artifices, to amuse the senate with exorhitant tiemand.s, only 
that they might obtain the ncccssaiy and to pretend ex- 

penccs which never were incurred, that the .supplies whieh the pui>- 
lick affairs really reejuired, might not he withheld j as fniudulent 
tradesmen fix immoderate prices, that the buyer may make ofierr. • 
proportionate to their demands. 

■ The estimates therefore of that reign are of veiyTillle anthority, 
though they might sometimes pa's the Mouse without ccn-urcj for 
it is to he considered, that by tlic frequency of new elections, the 
greatest pai t of the meinbera were often unacquainted with the 
state of puhlick accounts, and that an army was so little Icnown to 
this kingdom, that the true expence of it might easily be cois- 
ccdled. 

Nor is this. Sir, the only fallacy of this argument j for it su]q)0ses 
likewise, that the nation is no less wealthy than in the time when 
that computation was offered, with which this is so triumphantly 
compared. For every man knows that puhlick as W'cll as private cx- 
pences are to be proportioned to the revenue by which they arc sup- 
plied, and that the charges which arc ca.sily supported :it one time, 
may threaten ruin at another. 

But unhappily, Sir, it is evident, that, since the days of that sove- 
reign, the nation has been exhausted by a long and ;vasteful war, 
and since, by a peace equally destructive; it is embarrassed with an 
enormous debt, and intangled in treaties, of which the support may 
call every day for new expences; it has suffered since that time a 
thousand losses, but gained no advantage, and yet the c.\penccs of 



A. 1740. 


NEtV-llAISED MEN. 


that time are mentioned as an example to be compared nith tlio-e 
which are proposed In this. 

Tlje diETerencc of the condition of the Briti«h nation at those 
two periods of time. Sir, is not less th.in that of tlie strengtii of 
the same man in the >igour of }outh and the frigidity of old age, 
in the flush of health and the languor of disease j of tlic same man 
newly risen from rest and plentj, and debtlltated with hunger and 
fatigue. 

To make such a comparison. Sir, bctra}-s at least a %ery criminal 
insensibility of the pubhek misery, if it may not be charged with 
greater malignity. I know not whether tlio«e who blwll hear of 
this debate, may not impute such reflections rather to cruelty than 
Viegligence, and imagine that those who squander the treasure of 
tlic nation, take pleasure in reproaching tliat porerty which theic 
counsels produce, and indulge their own sanity by contemphting 
the calamities from whicli they are thcmschcs secure, and to srhich 
thejrirc indebted for opportimillcs ofcncrcnsing their own for- 
turles, and gratifylng-tfieir ambition. It U evident, that an esti- 
mate which requires less than that which has been mentioned, may 
ytt exact more tlian the ilation can now rahe, without feeling too 
great inconveniences to be compcn«atcd by the advantages whicli 
can be expected from our new forces Nor Is it sulTident that it 
is lower than tho«c of former times; for as it ought to be tlic care 
of the gOTcroment to preserre the case and happiness of tho people, 
It should be reduced in proportion to (he dimmucion of the national 
Wealth.'' 

• Tlie rigivt honourable gentleman confesses. Sir, tliat frugality is 
a viftne, and his argument supposes </ia( (o contract expences is an 
irgument of prudent measures; why (hen is be afraid of carrying 
tirtue to a greater height, of making the burthen still more light, 
and preferring the cheapest estimate that can be pioposed, vvlien it 
is dsserted by those.whose aiUhorily is most worthy of regard, that 
it will produce no weakness in our troops, nor give our enfctnies any 
superiority? 

I do not pretend any other skill in military afPurs, tlian may be 
gained by casual conversation with soldiers, and by a cursory ob- 
servation of daily occurrences ; but I Speak With greatet confidence 
oh tins occasion, because 1 do not think any other qualifications ne- 
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cessary for tlie determination of this question, than a habit of just 
reasoning, and freedom from the prejudices of interest. 

Every man knows. Sir, without a military education, that it is 
imprudent to purchase any thing at a greater price which may be 
procured at a less, and that when the same sum will buy two things, 
of which one is evidently preferable to the other, the best ought to 
be chosen, • , , j 

If the application of either of these two positions will decide this 
controversy, there will be no need of (recurring to experience, of 
citing the authority of foreign commanders,, of comparing the ac- 
tions of the German and British genemls, or of enquiring how bat- 
tles have been lost, or to what victories are to be ascribed. 

It is evident, Sir, that the scheme now proposed, is twice as v 
costly as that which is recommended in opposition to it, and there- 
fore, unless it will produce twice the advantage, it must be acknow- 
ledged to be imprudently chosen. The advantage in ■\yar, is to be 
rated by comparing the strength of different numbem, in differ- 
ent circumstances, and enquiring what degree of superioiity wUl^be 
found. , ,, ( , 

If we suppose, Sir, two bodies of men equally armed and disci- 
plined, opposed to each other without any advantage of situation, we 
must concei\e that neither party could be conquered, that the ba- 
lance of the day must remain equal, and that the contest would con- 
tinue undecided. , 

It cannot be objected to (his supposition. Sir, that no such event 
is recorded in histoiy, because in war many causes really act which 
cannot be estimated j one army may consist of soldiers more cou- 
rageous, and more confident in the justice of their cause j unfore- 
seen accidents may operate, orders may be mistaken, or leaders may 
be misinformed j but all these considerations are to he set aside in 
speculation, because they may equally be alleged on either part, j 
Two bodies of men. Sir, equally numerous, .being therefore sup- 
posed equal, it is to be enquired how either may be superior to the 
other. It is proposed on one part to produce tlnis elfect by doubling 
the number of officers rather than encmasing that of the soldiei's, on 
(he other to double the soldiers under the same officeis, the expence 
being the same of both metlioib. 

f , 

^Vhen two aiinics modelled according to these different schemes 

1 i 
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enter the fieldj what event can be evpected’ Either fi^Vtliousabd 
men with a double number of offiders^ miUt he equal Ho^eiP thou- 
sand dilFerently regulated, or tlie'publick has paid more for Uhe 
assistance of the ofTiccrs than its real value, and has chosen of tWo 
methods equally expcnsii e that which is least efBcacious. 

Tilts, Sir, is the state of the question now before 'us our ptresent 
deficiency is not of men but money, and we maj procure ten thou- 
sand men regulated hte the foreign troops, at the same evpence as 
^five thousand in the form propose^l , but I am afraid that no man 
will be found to assert, that the addition of officers will be equha- 
lent'^to a double'number of soldiers. •' ‘ > 

Thus it is evident. Sir, evident to dcmonslration, that the mcr«t 
"expensive method is at the same time the least advantageous,’ hud 
that the proposal of new regiments is intended to avigment the 
"Strength of the ministry rather than the army. ( 

we suppose, Sir,v.hat’is more 'than any foreigner will grant, 
thit 'the' additional officers raise a body of five thousand men to an 
e^^Ifty with 'six thousand, is not the pa> of four thousand men ap- 
parently thrown away^ And dir'not the officers receive a reward 
which' their service cannot deserve’ AVould'it not be far moie* ra- 
tional to niise seven thousand, by which our ai m j w ouM be stronger 
seventh part, and as the |ny of three thousand would, bfe'sav cd, 
the^blick would be richer by almost a third » i' , ‘ ' i ’ 

Surely, Sir, numerical arguments cannot but deserve some con- 
Bfderatidn, even from tliosc who have learned by long practice to ex- 
plain away mere probability at pleasure, ‘to select the circumstances 
of complicated questions,' and only to show those which may be 
produced in favour of their own opinion® ' ' ’ *" 

I In the present question. Sir, tli^re is very little'room' for fallaty'j 
nor do I see what remains to tJie dechton of it, but that thosd gen- 
tlemen who have been acquaintcdiwith'military opcmtio'nV inform 
ufe, what degree of superiority is conferred by any assignable mlm- 
ber of officers; that we may compaic'their service witK the price,* 
and discover whether the same'moncy will not purchase greater 
advantages. i . * » ' • . ‘ i J 

'The experience of the late wad may evince, Sir,’that those troops 
wluchhave the greatest number of officers artTnot’always ‘viclori- 
ouS; for onr establishment never admitted the sdrae, or nearly the 
same, number wl^ that of the Frendi our enemies j nevertheless we 

G2 
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still boast of our victwies j nor is it certain that ue might not liavc 
•been equally successful, though the number of our officers had been 
yet less. 

Foreigners, Sir, arc very far from disco\’cring’ the defect of their 
own establishment, or imagining that they should become more for- 
midable by imitating our methods. When I travelled, I took oppor- 
tunities of conversing with the genemis of those nations whicli are 
.most famous for the valour of tiicir troops, and was informed by 
them, that they thought a multitude of officers by no means use- 
•ful, and that they were so far from desiring to sec their OAvn regu- 
lation changed, that they should make no scruple of recommending 
it to other nations, who in their opinion squandered their treasure 
upon useless commissions, and enweased the calamities of w'ar by 
‘Unnecessary burthens. 

I hope no man will think it sufficient to reply to these arguments 
.with general assertions, or will deny the necessity of frugality, and 
extol tlie opulence of the nation, the extent of our commerce, and 
-the happiness of our condition. Such indeed. Sir, is the method of 
.’argumentation made use of by the liireling scribblers of the court, 
•who, because they feel none of the publick calamities, represent all 
complaints as criminal murmurs, and charge those ^vith sedition 
wffio petition only for relief. Wretches like these would celebrate 
our victories, though our countiy should be over-iun by an invader, 
would praise the lenity of any government by which themselves 
•should be spared, and would boast of the liappiness of plenty, w'hen 
half the people should be languishing \vith famine. 

I I do not suppose. Sir, that the despicable sophistry of prostitutes 
like these has any effect here, nor should I have thought them wor- 
thy of the least notice, had it not been proper to enquire, whether 
those may not be justly suspected of some inclination to deceive, 
even, in this assembly, by whom the most profligate of manldnd are 
•openly paid for the promulgation of falsehood, and the patronage of ' 
corruption. 

It is indeed, Sir, artful, in those who are daily impairing our ho- 
nour and influence, to endeavour to conceal fi-om the people their 
own weakhess ; that weakness which is so well known in foreign 
countries, that evei-y nation is encouraged to insult us, and by 
which it .may reasonably be imagined that new enemies ^viIl in a 
short time be raised. 
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- The late thaiiges in our -military regulations have indeed ‘taken 
away all the terror of our arms; those droops are now no longer: 
dreaded, by which the liberties of Eurojie were recovered, and the 
French i-educed to abandon their schemes of universal empire, _for 
the defence of their own country; becavise the officers by whom' 
they were formerly conducted to glory and to \ictory,.are now dU-, 
missed, and men advanced to their posts, who are neither feared 
nor known. : 

‘ When the duke of Argyle was lately deprived of his command, the 
Spaniards could not conceal their satisfaction ; theybestovved, how- 
ev er unwillingly, the highest panegyric upon his brav cry and con-) 
duct, by showing that he was the only Briton of whom they were 
afraid. Nor did their allies the French discover less exultation ; 
for by them it was declared, that the nation was now disaimed, that 
cither no war was intended, or that none could be successfully pro-»^ 
secuted, since, as they made no scruple to assert, tliough I know 
not whether 1 ought to repeat it, wc have no btlicr man capable of 
commanding armies, or conducting any great design, 

1 am informed that this illustrious warrior, whose abilities are 
sufTiciently attested by these enemies that have felt their preva- 
lence, is of opinion, that the number of officers now required is not 
necessary, and has declared that he should with equal confidence 
imdertake either invasion or defence, with forces modelled after tho 
German custom ; and since Ihaveshown, that, unless the troops so 
regulated are equivalent ' to a double number added to the standing 
regiments, part of the expence of the officej-s is evidently squander^ 
ed, I shall v ote against the motion, unless it be proved, -which I be- 
lieve will not be attempted, that the force of a regiment is doubled 
by doubling the officers. 

General Wade then spoke to the purpose following ; — Sir^ the 
learned gentleman who spoke last, must be acknowledged to have 
disco-vered a very specious method of reasoning, and to have carried 
his enquiiy as far as speculation without experience can hope to 
proceed, but has in my opinion admitted a false principle, by which 
all his aigument has been perplexed. 

He supposes tl^t the advantages must be always in. proportion to 
the money’ expended in procuring them, and that therefore if fire 
thousand men/ raised at any ^ven cost, will be equal to five .thou- 
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sand, they’ough't, if theyaie regulated according to an establish- 
ment of double the charge, to be able to encounter ten thousand. 

But in this supposition. Sir, he forgets that the possibility of loss 
is to be thrown into the balance against the ad%’antage of the ex- 
pence saved, and that though the strength of the troops be not en- 
creased in proportion to the cncieasc of the cost, yet the additional>- 
security against a great loss mayjtislly entitle the most expensiv'e.' 
regulation to the preference. . ' ' 

--Suppose five thousand men to be brought into the field against 
six thousand, if they can by multiplying their officers at a double 
expence be enabled to engage successfully a body superior in num- 
ber by only a sixth part, the nation may be justly said to gain all 
that would have been lost by suffering a defeat. ’ “ '' 

That u'e ought not to chuse a worse method when we can disco-; 
ver a better, is indisputably time, but which method is worse or bet- 
ter, can be discovered only by experience. The last war has taught" 
us, that our troops in their present establishment are superior to" 
the -forces of France, but how much they might suffer by anyalter- 
ation'itis not possible to foresee. ' 

Success is gained by courage, and courage is produced by an opL- 
nibn'J’bftsupCriority 5 and it may easily be imagined, that our sbl- 
diefs, who judge'of Iheir own strength only by e.xpeiience, imagine- 
their own establishment and' discipline advanced to the highest per-f 
faction 5 -nor would they expect any other consequences from an al-' 
tei'ation ofdt, but weakness and defeats. Jt is' therefore dangerous 
to change the model of our forces, because it is dangerous to depress 
th^'spiiit of our soldiers. ' - 1 > 

Though it is confessed. Sir, that the French, whose officers are 
still’more numerous, have been conquered by our troops, it must be 
likevvisC alleged, that they had yielded ms far easier victories hadf 
their officers been wanting j for to them are they indebted for their 
conquests wherever they have been successful, and for their resist- 
ance wherever they have been with difficulty defeatedj 'theirj sol- 
diers are a spiritless herd, and were they not invigorated by the ex- 
ample of their leaders, and restrained by the fear of ’instant punish- 
ment, would fly at the approach of any enemy,^without waiting for 
the attack. ^ '* ^ i j pf 

’!■ J cannot therefore. Sir, but be of opinion^ that the necessity; of a 
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largc'numberofiofficdrs may btf learned eten Horn the behaviour of 
thoictfroop^ which' have bccntun«mcecs3fiil> sintc it is certain, that 
tho\igh th'dy’have been oflfcn'ovcreonic, they !\avc generally resisted 
with gfeat steadiness, and retired with 'great order* f 
-df thoaOsVho arc only speculative warriors slnll imtiginc tliat their 
aiguments arc not confuted, I can only repeat what 1 dcclartsd when 
I first attempted to deliver my sentimentsdn this debate, tliat I do 
not pretend to be very skilful in the arts of disputation. I, who 
claim no other title than that of an old soldier, cannot hope to pre- 
rail much by my oratory} it is enough for roc that I am confident 
of confuting those arguments in tlie field, wliich I oppose in the 
senate. t r r r ^ 

Hfr. Fox spoke next, in tins manner : — Sir, I am far from tliink- 
ing that thb question has been hitherto fully explained by those 
who Iiave either considered it only as a dispute about money, or.a-> 
question merely speculathe concerning the proportions between dif-, 
ferent degrees of expence, and probability of success, t In a nnr of 
this kind cxpcncc is the last and lowest consideration, and where 
experience may be consulted, the conjectures of speculation ought 
to have no weight. > • • > t ' 

’< The method. Sir, by nbich our troops liave hitherto been regu- 
lated, is nell known to have produced success beyond our expecta- 
tions, hare exalted us to the arbitration of tbcwoild, to have re- 
duced the French to change their threats of forcing n-monarch upon 
us into petitions for peace, and to have establislicd the liberties of 
almost every nation of the w'orld tlral can call itself free. 

IVhether tliis method. Sir, so successful, so easy, and so formida- 
ble, shall be changed, whether it shall be changed at a time when 
the whole continent is in commotion, and every nation calling sol- 
diers to its standard j when the JVench, recovered from their de- 
feats; seem to have foigotten the force of that hand that crushed 
them in the pride of victory} when they seem to be reviving their 
former designs, and rekindling their extinguished ambition j , whe- 
ther, at such a time, the regulatioits bfiouc army shallibe changed 
to save, upon the highest computation, only thirty thousand 'pounds, 
is the present question. - «i j ,.o}*. kJj; v}U "v i , 
On such a question. Sir, 1 cannot observe, without astonishment, 
any man deliberating for.a single moment*^ .Tcsuspcnd oiu^c^fi- 
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nion in this case, would be to balance our lives, our liberties, our . 
patrimonies, and our posterity, against thirty thousand jiounds. 

The effects of our present method. Sir, arc well known to our- 
selves, 'our confederates, our enemies, to every man that h.a.s heard- 
the name of Blenheim and Bamillies; the consequences of the esta- 
blishment norv contended for, our most experienced commanders 
own themselves unable to foresee, and I am far from belie%’ing that 
theoretical disquisitions can enable any man to make great discover- 
ies in militaiy affairs. 

Our own inexperience of the method which is so warriilj’ recom- 
mended, is not the strongest objection to it, though even this ought,- 
in my opinion, to restrain us from hying it at. this hazardous con- 
juncture. But since arguments, merely negative, may be thought 
over-balanced by the prospect of saving money, I shall lay before' 
the House, what effects the want of officers has produced, "ivith re- 
gard to those nations whose povert)* has laid them under a necessity 
of parsimonious establishments. 

When the Gentians were defeated by the French, in the late war, 
I was at the Sardinian court, where the battle was, as it may easily 
be supposed, the reigning subject of conversation, and where they 
did not want opportunities of infoi’ming themselves minutely of all 
the circumstances which contributed to the event j it was tbei'c. 
Sir, rraiversally determined, that the Geimans lost the day merely 
for want of officers. 

It was observed also. Sir, that some troops, -which were once 
courted and feared by all the neighbouring potentates, had lost their 
reputation in later times, of which no reason could be alleged, but 
that they liad lessened the number of their officci'sj such is the 
change in the model of the Walloons, and such is the consequence 
produced by it. 

I am very far. Sir, from thinking, that reason is not to be con- 
sulted in military operations as in other affaii'S, and have no less sa- 
tisfaction than the learned gentleman who spoke last but one, in 
clear. and demonstrative deductions; but in this question, .reason 
itself informs me, that regard ought only to be bad to experience, 
and that authority unsupported by practice, ought to have no 
prevalence. ' ' 

I shall therefore, Sir> make no .enquiry into the abihties of the 
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generals, by whom these contnry opinions arc dcfcntlctl, nor draw 
any parallel between their notions or (heir knowledge. It Is siifli- 
cient for me that the one is proposing a nc\s' scheme, and that the 
opinion of the other can plead the pr.\cticc of king William ond the 
dnke of Marlborough, and the rucccss of the last rmr. 

Yet, bir, if parsimony he a sirtue at this time so eminently ne- 
cessary, it may be urged In favour of this estimate, tliat it will lx* 
less axpensiic than tlio^ that have boon formerly ofiered, and that, 
as all changes ought to be gradual, tliis may be considered as the 
first step towards a general reduction of the publick charge. 

Mr. IlEATircoATE spoke, to the following p^r^^oec : — Sir, it is not 
without astonishment, that I hcanl the honourable gentleman who 
spoke lately, corvcludc Wa Tomarks with on attempt to rervew our 
apprehensions of tlie pretender, a chimerical invader, an enemy in 
the clouds, without spirit, and without forcts, without dominions, 
without money, and vritlwut allic^i a miscmblc fugilirc that has 
not a friend in this kingdom, or notre but such ns arc oxaspemtod 
by those whom the men, that mention him with so much terror, 
are attempting to vindicate. 

. The vanity, Sir, of such fears, the folly of admitting them, if 
(hey are real, and of counterfeiting (hem, if they are fal-e, has 
been sufficiently exposed in this debate, by my honoumhlc friend? 
but as he thought it unnecessary to employ arguments in proof of 
what cannot be dcnievl, and belicvcvl it sulficicm toritUculo a panic 
which he supposed merely )x)litical, I who judge, ]icrhapg, mnro 
favourably of the sincerity of some, and more tenderly of tho cow- 
ardice of others, shall endeavour to show, that the fiefjucnt rcvo-^ 
Jiitions which have liapponevl in this nation, nfTord us no reason 
for fearing another equally sudden and unforeseen iu f.ivour of tho 
pretender. ’ 

The government. Sir, b aivvap stronger, as it b complicated with 
the private interest of moiw individuals? Ijecauae, though there arc 
few tliat have comprehension sufficient to dUcern the general ad- 
vantage of the community, almost every man U civjxvhlc of attend- 
ing to hU ownj and though not many have virtue to stand up in 
^opposition to the approach of general calamities, of winch every 
one may hope to exempt himself from his iiarticular rfwrc, yet tho 
most sanguine are alarmed, and tho moot indolent .atvakcnccl, at any' 
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danger which threatens thcmselvesj > and will exert their ritmost 
power to obviate or cscajic it. ■ * • • - 

For this reason, Sir, T have long considered tlic publick funds 
established ih'this' nation, as a barrier to tlie governmonf, wliich 
cannot easily be’ broken : a foreign jwince cannot now be placed 
upon the throne, but in opposition almost to every wcaltby man, 
wh'o> having trusted the government with his money, has reposited 
a pledge of his own fidelity. ’ 

Dut to this gentleman. Sir, whom I am now answering, argu- 
ments can be of veiy little importance, because, by bis own con- 
fession, Tie is retained as a merc'inacbine, to speak at the direction 
of another, and to utter sentiments uhieh be never conceived, and 
wliicb bis hesitation and aiirupt conclusion shows him to admit with 
very little examination. lie had not even allowed himself time to 
know the 'opinion which he was to assert,' or to imprint upon his 
memory those arguments to wdiich he Avas 1o add the sanction of ' 
his authority. He seems to have boldly promised to sjicak, and then 
to have enquired what he Avas to say. Yet has this gentleman ofteii 
declaimed here Avith all the apparent ardour ofintcgi-ity, and been 
heard Avith that regard Avhich is only due to A'irtuc and independ- 
ence. . . ■ 

Some of his assertions are such, hoAA'evcr, as require confutation. 
Which is, perhaps, more necessary since he has pi'oduced tm author- 
ity for'therai which many of those Avho heai’d liim may think of 
much greater weight than lus oAvn. He afiinns, tliat aa'c can siifier 
only by an invasion, and infers from this jiosition, that avc need' 
only to guard our OAvn coasts. I am of an opinion very diffci’cnty 
and having not yet prevailed upon myself to receive notes from any 
other, person, cannot forbear to speak Avhat I think, and-Avhat the 
publick prosperity requires to be generally knoAA’n. We may surely 
suffer by many otlrer causes, by tlic ignorance ortrcacbery, or coAvard- 
ice of the ministry, by the negligence of that person to AA’hom this 
gentleman Avas probably indebted for his notes. ; We may suffer by 
the loss, of our sugar colonies, AA’hich may be justly valued at ten 
millions. ^ ' , ,, 

irThese plantations, -Avliich afford us almost all the profitable trade 
that is noAV left us, have been exposed to -the insults of the enemy,' 
without any, other guard than two ships, almost junfit -for service. 
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They haveibeen left to the protection of chance, withjio btherse^i? 
curity, at a time when the Spaniards had fitted out a/squadron, tor 
infest and rarage our American doaiimon3.( rtos ' nf! ol 

jThe admiral, who >vas sent into America, was confined foralmost ^ 
a ^ear in the ports, without forcts, ships, or ammunition, •jwhich 
yet might ihave been sent in a few montlis, had not pieterices ofi 
dfeby been studiously invented, had not the preparations been ob- 
structed by clandestine expedients, and had not every man been 
tacitly assured, that he should recommend himself to his superiors, 
by raising difficulties, rather than by removing them. < j j ^ * i 
tSuch ^vas the conduct of those, who now stand up in the fiice of ? 
their country, and, without diffidence or shame, boast of their zeal,' 
their assiduity, and their dispatch ; who proclaim twith^ an air of 
triumphant innocence, that no art or diligence could have been f 
more expeditious, and that the embarkation was only impeded by' 
the seasons and the winds. * < t i » ,mj * 

With assertions equally intrepid, and arguments equally contemp- < 
tlble, has the same person who boasted ins eitpedition, endeavoured 
to defend the establishment of new raiments, m opposition to 
the practice of foreign nations, and to the opinion of the greatest 
general among us j and, to show how little he fears confutation, hai 
recommended his scheme on account of its frugality. ' ‘ o > i " 
It'is not to be wondered. Sir, that such an oratoi should under-* 
taka^to defend the .model of ifie troops sent to America,' that he 
should prefer bojs to veterans, and assert the propriety of intrust- 
ing new; levies to unexperienced commanders, for he has given Us 
inrthis'debate such proofs of controversial courage, that nothingi 
can be now imagined too arduous for him to attempt, i ^t' ,jq£, 
‘His strength. Sir, is' indeed not equal to his spirit, and he is fre-o 
qufently unsuccessful in hWiinost vigorous efforts, but it must'be^ 
confessed that he is generally overborne only by tlie’force of truth, 3 
by a power which few can resist so resolutely as himself, andji 
which therefore, though it makes no impression upon liim, prevails^, 
upon others to leave hint sometimes alone in the vindication of hi^ 
positions. •• Oi bu 

The example. Sir,* of those noble persons who were advanced 
early to commissions, will be produced by him ivithout effect,' be- 
cause the cases are by.no means parallel. They were.not invested ' 
with command till they had spent gome time m the service, and ex- 
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liibilcd proofs of 1 heir courage and their capacity j and it cannot he 
doubted, but some men may discover at seventeen more merit, than 
others in the full strength of manhood. 

But, Sir, there is another, consideration of more impoi-tancc, 
which will annihilate the parallel, and destroy the argument found- 
ed upon it. At the time in wliich the.se persons tverc j)rcfcrrcd, the 
nation liad but newly seen an army, and had therefore veiy few old 
officers ^vjiose experience could be trusted, or wliose services re- 
tjuireclto be rewarded; the ministers were obliged to .select tlio^e, 
who, though tbey did not understand the military sciences, were 
likely to attain them in a short time, and the event has sufficiently 
proved, that in the choice no gicaler regard was paid to intere.'t 
than to judgement. 

It was ]n*udent likewise, Sm, to clmsc young persons, supj)o-ing 
their abilities equal with those of others, bctau.'^c the n.ation wa.s 
likely to possess them longer, and would, not be reduced by an in- 
terval of peace to make wav agiiin with raw forces under the direc- 
tion of ignorant commanclcj-s. 

But this provision, however reasonable, the wisdom of this mi- 
nistry has found means to defeat, by detaining at home the disci- 
plined troops, and depriving the most experienced generals of their 
commands, at a time when they are most necc-S.^aj-)’, at a time when 
the whole world is in arms, when the ambition of France is 
reviving its claims, and the Spaniards are preparing to invade our 
colonies. 

But, Sir, though our generals arc discarded, we are sufficiently 
informed, that it is not because we arc imagined to be in a state of 
safety ; for the cncroaso of our army betrays oiu' fear, of w’hich, 
whether it will be di.spellcd orjrencrcased by such measures, it is not 
difficult to determine. 

An army thus numerous. Sir, is, in the opinion of evciy honest 
Briton, of eveiy man that reveres the constitution, or loves his li- 
hert}', an evil more to be dreaded, than any from wliicb we can be 
defended by it. The most Unpopular act of the most unpopu- 
lar of oui monaichs, was the establishment of a standing armv, nor 
do I know any thing to be feared from the exaltation of the dread- 
ful pretcndei' to the tbrone, but that he will govern, the nation with 
an armed force, - . ' . 

. If our troops continue to be enci-eascd, which we may reasonably 
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suspect, since, if tw^uments like these be admitted, pretences for 
augmentations can never be wanting, the consequences are easily 
foreseen} dieyvvill grow too numerous to be quartered in the 
towns, and, witli an affectation of easing tlicm of such unwelcome 
guests, it w ill be proposed, that after hav ing spent the summer in 
a camp, they shali retire in winter to bamcks. Then w ill the bur- 
then of a standing army be imposed for ever on the nation j then 
may our hberti(S be openly invaded, and those who now oppress us 
by the povver only of money, will then throw aside the mask, and 
deliver themselves from tJic constrmnt of hypocrisy; tlioso who now 
sooUi xis with promises and protestations, mil then intimidate us 
with tlirealenings, and, perhaps, revenge the oppo«ition of their 
schemes by persecution and sequestrations. 

Mr. Gage spoke next, to the following effect Sir, if tljc weak- 
ness of arguments proved the insincerity of those who produce 
them, I should be inclined tosuspect the advocates for the cstabtbh- 
xnent of new regiments, of designs very different from the defence 
ijf their country } but as their intentions cannot be known, Uiey 
cannot be censured, and 1 sftall therefore confioe misclf to an ex'- 
amination of the reasons which they Ime offered, and the author- 
ities wluch they have cite<L 

The German general, who has been mentioned on tjiis occasion 
with so much regard, is not less known to me tlian to the honour- 
able geutleman, nor Iiave I been less diligent to improv e the hours 
in wldch I eojojed his friendship and convereation. Among other 
questions, wliich my familiarity ‘with him entitled me to propose, I 
have asked Wuj to what causes he imputed the ill feueccis oS the 
last war, and he fi-anklj ascribed tJie miscarriages of it 'to the un- 
happy divisions by which the German counsels were at that time 
embarrassed. '' 

. Faction produces nearly the same consequence in all countries, 
and had then influenced the Imperial court, as of late the court of 
Great Britain, to dismiss the most able and experiCnceil command- 
ers, and to intrust the conduct of tlie war to men unequal to the 
undertaking, who, when thiy were defeated for want of skill, en- 
deavoured to persuade their patrons and their countrymeUi that they 
lost the victory for wunt of ofhceis. ’ i 

Tliey might, perhaps, think of their countrymem, what our mi- 
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msters 'scem to imagine of' us, that to gain Ijclicf among tiicm, it - 
was sufficifcnt' to 'assert boldly, that they bad not any memory of past 
transactions, and tliat therefore tiicy could not observe, (bat tlir* 
Bailie troops were victorious under Eugene, which v/ere defoated un- 
der the direction of his successors j nor could disemer that the rc- 
gulation'was thC sarac, where the clTecls were difiercnl. 

" ’’ Thus, in every place, it is the pmcliccof men in power, to blind 
the people by false representations, and to impute the piddieli cala- 
mities rather to any other cause than their own misconduct. It is 
every where equally their practice to oppress and obscure those uho 
owe their greatness to their virtue or abilities, bcciiuse thej qan 
never be reduced to blind obedience, or taught to be ercatuivs of 
the ministiy, because men wlio can discover truth, will somt times 
speak it, and because those are licst qualified to deceive oilier^, who 
can be pei-suaded that they iwc contending for the right. 

But it is surely time for this nation to rou'-c from indolence, 
and to resolve to put an end to fmuds that ha\e been so long 
known. It is time to watch with more vigilance the distribu- 
tion of the publick treasure, and to consider xuther liow to cord met 
the national expcnces, than upon what pretences new offices may 
be erected, and new dependencies created. It is time to consider 
how our debts may be lessened, and by what expedients our ta\r.-? 
may be diminished. 

' Our taxes. Sir, arc such at present, as perhaps no nation was ever 
loaded with before, such as never were paid to raise forces against 
hin'inVader, or imposed by the insolence ofYictoiy upon a conquered 
people. ' Eveiy gentleman pays to the government more than two 
thirds of Tiis ' estate by various exactions. — ^Tlie assertion is re- 
ceived, i see, with surprise, by some whose ample patrimonies have 
exempted them from the necessity of nice computations, and with 
an affected appearance of contempt by ' others, who, instead of pay- 
ing taxes, may' be said to receive them, and whose interest it is to 
keep the nation ignorant of the causes of its 'miseiy, and to extenu- 
ate those calamities by which themselves are enriched. 

. But, Sir, to endeavour to confute demonstration by a grin, or to 
laugh'away the deductions of aritliractic, is’ surely such a degree of 
effrohteiy, as nothing but a post of profit can produce ; not is it 
foT thc'^ake of these men, that' I shall endeavour to elucidate my 
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assertion j for they cannot but be well informed of the state of our 
^taxes» whose chief, employment is to receive and to squander the 
money which arises from them. 

, It is fiequcnt> Sir^ amon^ gentlemen to mistake the amount of 
the taxes which arc laid upon the nation, by passing over in^their 
’estimates all those winch arc not paid immediately out of thq xvii- 
ble rents of their lands, and imagining that, they aro in no degree 
interested in the imposts upon manuCicturcs or other commodities. 
Tliey do not eonsider that whencTcr they purcliasc any thing of 
which the price is enhanced by duties^ tJiosc duties aro levied upon 
them, ond that there is no dilTcrcncc between payingt^ten shilh'ngs' 
a year in land taxes, and paying five sMUmgs in land taxes, ’and five 
shillings to manufacturers, to be paid by them* to the government. 

It would be in reality equally rational for a man to please himself 
with his frugality, by directing half bis expcnces to be paid byjbia 
steward, and .^tlie event is sudi as might be expected from such a 
method of occonomyj for, os the steward might probably bring in 
fel«e accounts, tlie tradesman commonly adds twopence" to live 
pnee of Ills goods for^ ev ciy penny which is laid on tlicm by the go- 
vernment j as it is easy,to fhow, particularly In the prices of those 
two great necessaries of life, candles ond leather, v. 

^Jiiow, Sir, let anyg 9 ntleraan add to the hmd tax the duties raised 
from the malt, candles, salt, soap, leather, distilled liquors, and 
other commodities used in his housc j let 'him add the cxpcnccs of 
travelling so far as Uiey are piicreascdby the burthen laid upon inn- 
heepors,^and the extortions pfitlip tradesmen winch the excises 
haveoccasioned) amlhc.wiU casilyog^ce with me tlvat-ho pays more 
than two thirds Of his estate for the suppoitjoF the government, [fj 

It cannot tlicj^efore^bc doubted that it is now necessary to stop in 
our career of cspcncfifl, and to enquire how much longer this woiglit 
of imposts can possibly be supported., It has already. Sir, depressed 
our commerce, and overborne our manufactures, and if it-be yet 
encreased, if there be no hope of semng it alleviated, every wise man 
will geek a milder government, and enlist himself amongst slaves 
that ^aye masters more vvisq Or more compassionate. > 

c,,,We ought, tp 'consider. Sir, iwhether some of^our present^ ex-^ 
peaces are pot , superfluous detrimental, whether many of pur of- 
fices^are merely pcnsiojWfVrilbout einploymejit,«)fuid>whether 
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•multitudes do not -receive salaries, who serve the government only 
by their interest and their votes. Such offices, if tlicy arc found, 
ought immediately to be abolished, and j;uch .salaries withdrawn, by 
which a fund might be now established for maintaining the war, 
and afterwards for the payment of our debts, 

. It is not now. Sir, in my opinion, a question whether we shall 
chuse the dearest or the cheapest method of cncreasing our forces, 
.for it seems to me not possildc to supply any new c.xpcnccs. Now- 
troops will require more money to raise and to pay them, and more 
jnoney Oan only be obtained by new taxes ; but what now' remains 
to be taxed, or what tax can be cncreascdl The only rcfottrcc left 
;us is a lottery, and whether that will succeed is likewise a lot (cry 5 
but though folly and credulity should once mot-c operate accorditig 
to our wishes, tiic nation is in the mean time impoverished, and at 
-last lotteries must certainly fail like other expedients. When the 
.publick wealth is entirely exhausted, mlificc and violence will be 
equally vain. And though the troops may possibly be iwiscd ac- 
eording to the estimate, I know not how we .“hall pay them, or 
•from what fund, yet unmortgaged, the offiecis wlio will be entailed 
•upon Us, can hope to receive their half-pay. 

For my part, Sir, I think the question so cosy <0 be decided, that 
;I am astonished to see it the subject of a debate, and imagine that 
the controversy might be ended only by asking the gentleman, on 
whose opinion all his party appear to rely, witliout any know-ledge 
or comaction of their own, wlicthcr, if,he were to defend a nation 
from its enemies, and could procure only a small sum for the war, 
he would not model his forces by the cheapest mctliod, 

Mr. Slofer then spoke thus: — Sir, I cannot without the highe.<t 
satisfaction observe any advances made in riseful knowledge, by 
my fellotv-subjects, as the glot-y of such attainments must add to 
the reputation of the kingdom which gives rise to such elevated 
abilities. 

/ This satisfaction I have received from the obseivations of the 
right honourable member, whose accurate computations cannot 
but promise great improvements of the doctrine of arithmetic; nor 
can I forbear to solidt him for the sake of the publick, to take into 
his consideration, thfe .present methods of traffick vised by our mer- 
chants, and to.Strike.out some more commodious method of statin^ 
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Oie flccompts bet»vcfn tlio^c ttro contcndio]* parties debtor and cre- 
ditor. TJii? lie^oxilddoubtle^scxccutcitithiTcnt n-putation, 

IiM ixTorcd from tlie Jtalo of our laxc*, that oexv ford's require nexv 
fundi, and that nw funds cannot l»c cstablishctl without n loUcrj*. 

J am imlt'cti inclined In differ from him in the lait of his posi- 
•tjorw, and liclicie the nation I'ot jet to mucli exlauitcd but that it 
may ^ih bear lb'* cxjjcncf of the war^ and ■l»iU fl.cn/orcxotc for 
tint cfteblbhmcnt of «ur XThkli 'till be ini>t like!) to pro- 

tore succc-j, wiihoijt the legist apprehnwlon of beir^ ccnsuml ei- 
ther bj the ntc*<nt ai^e, or by |KMtuily, ai a machine of the mini- 
f tn', or an oppre*5or of my conntiy. 

General tVAOc fiwkc again thtn:— 5ir, since the J^'ght iMinour- 
jible number Ins l«n ptnued lo insinuate, that bj ans^reringn 
.plain question I max ]iut an end to the debate, I amxxilhng togirc 
.a proof of my de?irc lo pmmotc unanimity in our coimcUs, and dis- 
patch in ournP-drs, by compljlng txilh Idi propaal. 

If I xTcrc obliged xxiih a tmall sum to rai'c an nnny for the de- 
fence of 0 kingdom, I should undoubtedly proccctl xx-ilh the utmost 
Xnigality; but this noble i>er!on*s ideas of fr.ipdity \xould pcrliaps 
ibe scry diffcrint from nunct he xxnnld think those txj)cneesinij>cr- 
•fluous, xxliich to me xvotddscero lndis|tcn«ably nccc#iary,nnd Ujougli 
.src should l«th intend the prexenation of the coimtrj, ue shoxdd 
iproTuIo for its security by diflcrcnt methods. 

He xxould employ the inoncyin such a manner ns might procure 
•the grvatest numbers; J should make mj first enquirj’ after tlie 
mo>t skilful ofllccrS; oud should imagine mjself ohligcd bj my fide- 
•lity to the nation, tliat cnlrxistcd me xvlth its defence, to procure 
.their nssi5(ance,'lhough at a high price. 

Jt is not easy for persons xtho liaxc neter seen a battle ora siege, 
.wliatcTcr maybe their natural abilities, or hoxxcTcr cultixntcd by 
reading and contempbtion, toconcchc the lulx-antage of dbcipUne 
and regularity, xvhich is such, that a small body of \ctcran trooju 
will drive before them multitudes of men, perhaps equally bold and 
, resolute viith thcnisclm, if thcyarc unacqxialntcxlxxitli the rules of 
oxar, and unproxided xxilli leadere to direct their motions. 

,I should therefore, in the ease xxhlch he has mentioned, prefer 
.discipline to numbers, and lather enter the, field xxith a fexx* troops 
well governed and xxell instructed, than ivith a confused multitude 

VOL.I. It 
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able to cottco'ire hmv our comtitiition can be cncling<'rcd h}* ntjg- 
mentin^ an army, wbldi, as it t'an only act in confurmity to it, can 
act only in tlcffnee of it. 

The <juc»tiou at Last was put, tliat Ihc ncw-m-ctl troops he in- 
corjwtntrsl into the slan-Kii,^ cnqt*, Init it in the ue^* 

tire, S32 to ICC. 


HOUSE OF Lonos. 

• n« ctMOl R 9 , 17 -tO. 

OCBATC O.V TAKING THE STATE Of Tiff. ATMT INTO COSStltKE- 
■ ATIOS. 

Tlje Puheof AnnYtE msc first, .ami fpoLe to the fijlIosTini; ef- 
fect ^^y LonU, as tl»e present tllnation of our afTtiw tuny rwpilre 
an auffmontatlon of our forc<-s, ft««I ns the sncce«s of oiir mans and 
the prcscnalion of our liberties, may rqtnlly ilcpentl upon the 
manner in which the new forces shall l>e rai'csl, llicrc ts. In my 
opinion, no question more worthy the ntlciition of tins au^«t as- 
sembly, llian what may be the most im)i>cr method of cncrcasinfj 
our army, 

'On this' question, my Lortls I shall oFfiT iny otvn scnlimenls 
with greater confidence, ns there arc few men w-lin ha^c Jiad more 
opjxutumties of being acquainlotl with it in Us whole extent, as I 
have spent great 'part of my life in the field nn«I in the camp. I 
commanded a regiment under king William, and Ime long been 
either the first, or almost the first, man In the army. 

• 1 hojie, my lA)rd<, it'will Iks nllmvcil without difiictiliy, that I 
hare at least been educated in the licst school of war, and that no. 
thing but natural iricap-acitj can Imo hindered me from making 
some useful oij^rvations iqNjn the dhdpUnc .and government of ar- 
mies, and the aihauteges and incomenienrw of the various plan? 
upon which other nations regubtc their forces. 

112 
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■ I linvc always niaintaintd, my Lords, tliat it. is necessary’, in (he 
present state of the neighbouring countries, to keep \ip a body ol 
rcgiilar troops, that we may not be less able to defend ourecives, 
than our enemies to attack ns. 

It is wdll known, my Lords, that states must secure themselves 
by difierent means, as (hey arc threatened by dangciss of different 
kinds : policy must be opposed by policy, and force by force ; our 
fleets must be cncrcascd when our neighbouj's grow foi-midablc by 
their naval power, and armies must be maintained at a time like 
this, in which every prince on the continent estimates his gi'catness 
by the number of his (roop.s. 

But an army, my Lords, as it is to be ndmillcd only for the secu- 
rity of the nation, is to he so regulated, that it may produce the end 
for which it is established ; that it may be useful without danger, 
and protect (he people without oppressing them. 

To this purpose, my Lords, it is indispensably necessary’, that the 
military subordination be inviolably preserved, and that discipline 
be discreetly exercised without any partial indulgence, or malicious 
severities 5 that every man be promoted according to his desert, 
and that militaiy merit alone give any pretensions to military .pre- 
ferment. 

To make the amiy yc(. more useful, it ought to be under the sole 
command of one man, exalted to the im])ortant trust by bis known 
sldll, courage, justice, and fidelity, and uncontroulcd in the admi- 
nistration of his province by any other authority, a man enabled by 
his experience to distinguish tlie deserving, and invested with power 
to reward them. 

Thus, my -Lords, -ought an army to be regulated, to which the 
defence of a nation is entrusted, nor can any other scheme be formed 
which will not expose the publick to dangeis more formidable than 
revolutions or invasions. And yet, my Lords, how widely those 
who have assumed the'direction of affiiirs have deviated from this 
method, is .well (known. . It is known equally’ to the liighcst anil 
liieanest officers, that 'those wlio 'have 'most opportunities of <jb- 
se'rving military .merit, have no power of rewarding it 3 and, therc- 
fore,' every man endeavours to obtain other recommendations than 
those of his superiors in the army, and to distinguish himself by 
other sciwices 'than attention to his duty, and obedience to his 
commanders. 
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Our gcocmls my Lords, ore only co'oncls '\vUl> a lip'lier title, 
without jiou’cr, anti without command; they can neither make 
themselves loved nor feared in Ihcir troop**, nor ha*e either lewanl 
ot pvmwhmcnt in tlicir power. Wlnt discipline, mj* Lonh, can l>o 
cstnWuhed by men, wht)m ihwe who fometiuus net the farce of 
obedience, know to be only phantoms of anthurity, and to be rc- 
fttrained hyan atbUrary minister from the exerebe of those commir- 
aions whidi they arc intested with? And what is an army without 
disdpUoc, subordination, and ol)edicnccl What, hut a raWde of U-* 
centious rxigrants, set free from the common restraints of elccency, 
exempted from the necessity of labour, betmyed by Idleness to dc- 
bancherj', and let loose to prey upon the people? Such a herd can 
only awe the villages, and bluster in the streets, but can nctcr.be 
able to oppose an enemy, or defend the nation by which tivey arc 
supported. 

TJjcy may, indccti, form a camp upon some of the neighhouring: 
heaths, or pass in review with tolerable rt^darilyj tlicy may some- 
times eeltu a smuggler, and sometimes assist o cnnsl.xblc with >1- 
gour and iucccm. Hut xmliapK- would be the people, who had no 
other force to opjnsc against an army luabltuatcd to dUclpline, of 
which ctery one founds his ho[)cs of honour and reward upon the 
approbation of the commander. 

.Tliat no man will labour to no pur^xjsc, or tindergo the latigue 
of military vigilance without an adctjwatc motive j that no man tvill 
endeavour to learn stiperiluaus duties, and neglect the easiest road 
to honour aud to wealth, merely for the sake of encountering difll- 
cuUies ; is easily to be imagined. And, therefore, my Lords, it can- 
not, be conccised, lliat any roan in the army will verj’ solicitously 
iftpply himself to the duties of his profession, of which, when he lias 
, learned them, the most accurate practice will avail him nothing, 
.and on srhlch he must lose that time, which might have been cm- 
ploywl in,gaininganinteresl in a borough, or in forming an nlli- 
{■aoce with ^omc orator in the senate, t 

,1 For nothing, my Lonls, is now considered b\tt senatorial inter- 
. cst, nor is any subordination desired but in the supreme council of 
' the empire, . ,For the cstabllslimcnt of this new regulation, the ho- 
. Hours of every profession are prostituted, and e*cry commission is 
become merely nominal. To gratify the leaders of the ministerial 
party, the most despicable trUlcrs are CN.\ltctl to authority j ami 
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those ^Yllose want of understanding excludes them from any other 
employment, arc selected for military commissions. 

Mo sooner ha\e they taken possession of their new command, and 
gratified wi! h some act of oppr&ssion the v/ant^onness of new au- 
thority, but they desert their charge with the fnmvality of demand- 
ing a permission to be absent, which their commander dares not 
deny them. Thus, my Lords, they lca%e the care of the tioops, and 
the study of tlie rules of war, to those unhappy men, who have no 
other claim to elevation than knowledge and braver}', and who, for 
want of relations in the senate/ arc condemned to linger out their 
lives at their quarters, amuse themselves with recounting tlicir ac- 
tions and suffeiings in former wars, and with reading in the papers 
of evei’y post, the commissions which aie bestowed on those who 
never saw a battle. 

For this reason, my Lords, preferments in the army, instead of 
being considered as proofs of merit, arc looked on only as badges of 
dependence 5 nor can any thing be infen ed from the promotion of 
an officer, but that he is in some degree or other allied to some 
member of the senate, or the leading voters of a borough. 

After this manner, my Lords, has the army been modelled, and 
on these principles has it subsisted for the last and the pi'esent reign} 
neither myself, nor any other geneml officer, have been considtcd 
in the'distribution of commands, or any part of militaiy regulations, 
Our aimies have known no other power than that of the secretary 
' of war, who directs' all their motions, and filL up every vacancy 
without opposition, and without appeal. 

- But never, my Lords, rvas his power more conspicuous, than in 
'raising the levies of last year ; never was any authority more despo- 
tically Cxeried, or more tamely submitted to 5 nevqr did any man 
more wantonly sport with his command, or more capriciously dis- 
pose of posts and preferments ; never did any tyrant appear- to set 
•censure more openly at defiance, treat murmurs and remonstrances 
with greater contempt, or with more confidence and security distri- 
bute posts among his slaves, witliout any other reason of preference 
than his own imcontroulable pleasure. 

• And surely no man, my Lords, could have made choice of such 
wretches for military commands, but to show that nothing but his 
own pi-ivaie inclinations should influence his conduct, and that -he 
'considered himself as supreme and unaccountable; for we have 
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seen, my Lonlv tLe same nnimals to-<lay cringing bcl»ind a counter, 
and to*morro^v su-clling in a milltar}' dress ; «c ha\esrcn bojssent 
from tdiool in dcajxtir of improvement, and cntmslcU military 
command; -fools tint cannot learn (licir duly, nnd children that 
cannot iJcrform it, ha\o been indiacilminatcly promoted ; the dro«5 
of the nation has been snept togctlier to compose oar new forces, 
and c'cry man nho rvaa too 5tu|ml or infamous to learn or canyon 
a trade, has been pbcetl by Uib great disposer of honours above Ujc 
necessity of application, or the reach of censure. 

Did not sometimes indignation, and fometimes pity, check (ho 
sallies of mirth, it would not be a dhagrctabln entertainment, ray 
Lords, to observe, in tlic Park, thevarious appearances of these raw 
commanders, when they nip; cxjKJsing their new eearlel to wcw, 
and strutting nilh the first raptures of sudden elevation ; to see the 
mcdianic ncw-modcUing bis mien, and the stripling tottering bc» 
ncath (he ucight of hU coclcadcj or lo hear the conversation of 
these new adventurers, and Ute lastrucUve dialogues of scIioal.bQjs 
and 8ho|)*kcciKr3. 

I take this opportunity, ray Lonb, of clearing my-sclf from nny 
suspicion, of having contributed by my advice to this stujvcndaus 
collection. I only once inlcrpoeed with the tvcommendalion of a 
joung gentleman ulio had learned his profession in two campaigns 
among the Muscovians, and uhoin jet ncitlicr hU (nvn desert, nor 
my jKvtronagc, could advance to o commi'sion. And, 1 Wiovc, iny 
Lords, all tlic other general ofKccrs uerc cqualJj unconsultcd, ant! 
would, if their advice had been asked, cfjually luve dUapptoved the. 
measures that Ivavc been pursucvl. 

Dut thus, my Loids, were our new regiments complcated, in 
whicli, of two hvmdrcd and lift) officers wl;o Irne subaisted upon 
half-pay, on!) tluily-si\ lave been promoted; though surely they 
might liave pleaded a jiister claim to employment who had learned 
their profeesion in the sen ice of their country, and hail long lan- 
guished in penury, than tlujsc uIh> liad neitlter knowledge ntir ca- 
pacity, who had neither nettd nor sufltred any lliiug, hiid who 
miglit have heai dcfctiuetl (o the hnm/iier or the plough, with- 
out any dUicputiition to their families, oi.dbappoinuiient to them- 
selves. ^ , 

1 have been' told, indeed, tnyLot^a, (hat to some of these olficcrs 
wmmiisions were oQcrcd, which they refused, and for tins, refusal 
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ever}' I'casbn is alleged" but the ti-ucr-somc, indecd> excised tbdm- 
selves as disabled by age and infirmities from military service y nor 
c&n any obje6ti6n>be made to so just a plea. For how cbuld lliose 
be refused in their age the comforts of ease and repose^ who have 
seiwcd their country with them }outh and vigour? 

Others there are, my Lords, who refused commissions upon nio- 
tiv^is very diCeieh’t, in which, nevertheless, some justice cannot be 
denied. They who had long studied and long practised their pro- 
fession ; they, who had tried their courage in the breach, and given 
p'roofi of their skill in the face of tlie enemy; reftiscd to obey the 
command of novices, of tradesmen, and of school-boys : they ima- 
gined, my Lords, that they ought to govern those whom they 
should be obliged to instruct, and to lead those trbops whom they 
must range in order. But they had forgot that they had out-lived 
the time when a soldier was fornied by study and experience, and 
had not heard in their retreats, that a colonel or a captain was now 
foimed in a day ; and therefore, when they saw and heard their 
new commanders, they retired back to their half-pay, with smyirizd 
and indignation. 

But, my Lords, the follies of last year cannot be easily rectified, 
and are only now to be exposed that they may not be repeated. If 
We are now to make new levies, and encrease the number of our 
land-forces, it is, in my opinion, incumbent upon us to consider by 
what methods we may best augment our troops, and hoW we may 
be able to resist our foreign enemies, without exposing the natiori 
to intestine miseries, and leaving our liberties at the mercy of the 
court. 

There are, my Lords, two methods of encreasing obr foi'Ces ; the 
first is, that of raisings new regiments; the othfer, of adding neW 
men tO those which akeady subsist. 

By raising new regiments, my Lords, we shall only gratify the 
minister With the distribution of new commissions, and tile esta- 
blishment of new dependants ; tve shall enlarge the influence of the 
court, and encrease the charge of the nation, which is already loaded 
with too many taxes to support any unnecessary expence. ' 

By the other method, of adding a hundred men to every com- 
pany, we shall not only save the pay of the officers, which is no Slight 
consideration, but, what seems (if the reports raised by the mini- 
stry, of om present danger, be true) of far more importance, shall 
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foi’Ai file nc\V forces tvifh more expedition into regular trooi^ j for, 
by distributing them among those who are already instructed iw 
their flutj, we shall gi\c them an opj’ortunity of hourly improtc- 
njent, e^ery man’s comrade nlll be his ula'jtcr, and eveiy dno will 
be ambitions of furming hira^clf l>y tiie cxamjvle of those stho Tnve 
been m tlic army longer than tl.ciii«clics. 

If H be objected, inj J^ords, that the fitunbcr of officer!, will not 
then bear ajuat pro^ioTtion to tliat of the soldiers, it may be an- 
euCrCd that th^ foreign troops of llie greatest reputation ha<c JiO' 
gi-catcr numberof o{heera,ase7cryonenmst knowwho»is actjaaint-^ 
ed with the constitution of the most foraiiibblO ariniW of Europe/ 
Those of tho Pni'sian monarch, or of the rarioifs natibns by st Inch 
we were assisted in the late war,* cither as eonfederafes of mercena-' 
lies, have but feiv officers. And I Tcry well remember, my LotdS,^ 
tliat wlitnci er they were jdncil parties of our own nation, the 
inequality ia the number of the oflicers pfoduecd contests ot«t 
disputes. 

The only troops of Europe, my Lords, tliaf swarm wilh oflicCrs 
arc those of France, but c\en tliesc have fewer oflicers in propor* 
tlon to thfeir private men in time of war j for when they disband any 
part of their forces, they do not liKe us reduce their officers to half- 
pay, hut add them to the raiments not reduced, that thd famUIcS 
of their nobility tnay not be burthened with needy deiiendatits, aCd 
that they may never want offioers for new levies. 

There arc many reisons, ir»y Lords, that make this ptd6(icc in 
Trance more reasonable than it would be in our Kingdom. It is the 
chief view of their governors to continue absolute, and thcrcfbre 
their constant endeavour to keep great numbcH itl dependence j it 
dught to be our care to hinder the encreasc of the inriuence Of the 
Court, and to obstruct all measures that riiay extend the authority 
Of the tUinistry, and therefore those measures arc to be pUfsued by 
which independence and liberty wiU be most supported. 

It is likewise to be remembered, my Lords, that a French dfllccr 
is supjKirtcd with pay not much larger than that of a private SOldlef 
among n'», and that therefore the argument which arises from Ih^ 
tiCtfasity of frugality is not of the iame force In both nations. 

Titcrfe is Jet another tcasonwhy tlic French arc under tho hcciJS- 
sity of employing more oBicert than any other nation } the strength 
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of their armies consists in their gentlemen, who cannot be expected 
to serve without some command : the common soldiers of the French 
anny are a mean, spiritless, despicable herd, fit only to drudge as 
pioneers, to raise intrenchments, and to dig mines, butwdthout 
courage to face an enemy, or to proceed with vigour in the face of 
danger.. 

Their gentlemen, 'my Lords, are of a vciy dificrent character j 
jealous of their honoiji’, and conscious of their birth, eager of dis- 
tinction, and ambitious of jireferment. They have commonly their 
education in the army, and have no expectations of acquiring for- 
tunes equal to their desires by any other profession, and are there- 
fore intent upon the improvement of every opportunity wdiich is 
offered them of encrcasing their' knowledge and exalting their 
reputation. 

To the spirit of these men, my Lords, are the French armies in- 
debted for ail Ibeir victories, and to them is to be attributed the 
present perfection of the art of war. They have the vigilance and 
perseveiunce of Romans, joined w'ith the natural vivacity and expe- 
dition of their own nation. 

. We are therefore not to wonder, my Lords, that there is in the 
French armies an establishment for more gentlemen than in other 
countries, \vheie the disparity between the military virtues of the 
higher and lower classes of men is less conspicuous. In the troops 
of that nation nothing is expected but from the officers, but in ours 
the common soldier meets clanger with equal intrepidity, and scorns 
to see himself excelled by his officer in courage or in zeal. . . 

We are thei’cfore, my Lords, under no necessity of burlhening 
our covmtiy with the expence of new commissions, which in the 
army will be superfluous, and in the state dangerous, as they wall fill 
our senate. w'ith new' dependairts, and our corporations with new ad- 
herents to the minister, w’hose steady perseverance in his favourite 
scheme of senatorial subordination, w'ill be peihaps the only occa- 
, sion of these new levies, or 'at least has hindered the right applica- 
tion of our standing' troops. For what reason, my Lojds, can in- 
vention or I imagination assign, why the troops who had been for 
some time disciplined were not rather seirt to the assistance of Ver- 
non than Ltho'-new.' .marines, except that some of them were com- 
mandedfrbyixnen who had obtained seats in the other House, and 
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vIjo by their eettled adherence and avowed fidelity to the minister 
had recommended themseUes too |xm'erfully to be rashly exposed 
in the sen’ice of (heir country to the bullets of Uic Spaniards ? 

• . So great, my Lords, has been tlin min'totcr’s K^nl to senatorial 
abilities, and so strict his gratitude to liis friends, that ^kno^Y of 
but one member of the other House tliat has been hazanled in this 
expedition, and he a hopeless, abandonetl patriot, insensible of the 
capacity or int<^ity of onr ministiy, and whom nothing l\as been 
able to reconcile to our latq measures. He, 'therefore, who has never 
exerted himself in defence of the Muntstry, was in his turn thought 
unworthy of minkteriai protection, and .was gUen up to thccliancc 
of war without reluctance. 

But I hope jour Lordsliips will concur with me in the opinion, 

: that it is not always necessary to gratify the minUtry, but that our 
country claims some part of our rcgaitl, and therefore that in csLa* 
blishing our army we should pui>uc that method uLiich may be most 
accommodated to our constitution, and, instead of imitating the mi- 
litary policy of the Tfcncb, follow the tvamplc of thosC nations by 
whose troops they liave been conquered. 

Had this scheme been hitherto followed, liod oui' new levies, in- 
stead of bring put under the command of bo^-s, been distributed in 
jmt proportions among the standing regiments, where they might 
soon liavc been qualified forfcnice by the insi’cction of experienced 
ofiicers, V7c‘ might now have seen au nrmy.capahle of awing the 
court of Spuin' into submission, or, if our demands liad been still re- 
fused, of icvenging our injuries, and punishing those wlm ha\e in- 
sulted and desjiised us. v ' - i 

r«5m ou’army'thus rrised and disciplined, detachments, my 
Lords, ought to liavc been sent on board of all our fleets, and jrar- 
ticulariy that which is now stationed in the Meditcmnean, which 
would not then have coasted about from one jjort to another, with- 
out hurting or frighting the enemy, but might by sudden descents 
iiave spread terror through' a gicat p.nrt of. tiie kingdom, harassed 
their troops by continued marches, and by frequent incursions have 
plundered all the maritime provinces, driven the inhabitants into 
•the inland countrj’/and laid tlic villages in ashes. , . 

There is yet, my Lords, no appearance of a peace, for our success 
4ias not,enahlcd us to prescribe terms, and I hope we are not yet 
, fallen £0 low as to receive them j it is therefore proper to form such 
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resolutions as may influence the conduct of the war, and enable tis 
to retrieve the errors of our past measures. 

Tire minister^ ray Lords, is not without panegyrists,, v/ho may 
perhaps endear om* to persuade us, that we ought to resign all our 
understandings to his superior uTsdora, and blindly trust our for- 
tunes and our liberties to his unshahen integrity. They will in 
proof of his abilities produce the wonderful dexterity and penetra- 
tion which the late negotiations have discovered, and v/ill confirm 
the reputation of his integrity by tlic constant parsimony of all his 
schemes, and the unwillingness with which he at any time cncreascs 
the expences of the nation. 

But, my Lords, it is the great duty of your high station to watch 
over the administration, and to rvam those, who are more immedi- 
ately entrusted with the publiclc affairs, against measures which may 
endanger the safety or happiness of the nation j and, therefore, if I 
have proved to your Lordships, that to raise new regiments is dan- 
gerous to our liberties, that a multitude of officers is of no use in 
waiv and that an army may be more expeditiously disciplined by 
adding new men to evei’y company, I hope your Lordships will 
agree to this Resolution, which I have drawn up with the utmost 
brevity, and of which the meaning cannot be mistaken : 

That the augmenting the army by raising regiments, as it is the 
most unnecessary and expensive method of augmentation, is also 
the most dangerous to the liberties of the nation.” 

The Duke of Newcastle next spoke, to this effect :-^My Lords, 
as my education and emplojments have afforded me no opportunity 
of acquiring any skill in military affairs, it will not be expected by 
your Lordships, that I should be able to confute the arguments of 
the noble Duke, Whose acknowledged superiority in the art of war, 
and the abilities which he has displayed in the administration of 
every province which he has undertaken, give him a claim to the 
highest deference. ’ < 

But, my Lords, afe I cannot assume the province of disputing on 
this question, so I cannot without longer consideration form any 
resolution concerning it j for arguments may be fallacious which 
yet Lcannot confute, and to approve without knowledge is no less 
Weak' than to censure. > e 

There is not any present necessity, my Lords, of forming a i-eso- 
•lUtioU on this subject 5 we are not now called upon particularly to 
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conader it, and cewainly it csnnot be prudent by so detenninatc a 
decision, pronounced \%ithout reflection or deliberation, to -prediide 
a fuller examination of tins important question. 

X»ord CARTfiBET rose, and spoke in tliis manner •* — ^My (Lords, ibe 
noble Duke ■who made the present motion, has supported it by such 
strength of argument, and so fully explained the advantages of the 
method which it tends to Tceomxnend, that not only tiie present age 
hut posterity nuiy probably be indebted to him, for juster notions 
ofaiuilitary establishment, than have been jet attained eien by 
these -whose profes^on obliges them to such enquiries. 

Nor, my I»ords, could weexpect less from his long experience and 
extensive capacity, experience gained in the heat of war, and in the 
midst -of danger; a capacity not only cultivated by solitary disquisi- 
tions in aretirement and security, but exercised by difHculties and 
quickened by opposition. 

Such Abilities, -my Loids, matured by such an education, hove 
justly made the noblcDuke the Oracle of war, and procured him the 
esteem and ireverence of all the powers upon earth. 

<As 1 dldaiotirec^vejfiom my education any military knoafledge, 
] am notable to add much tothc aiguments which your Lordships 
hai e already 'heard •, -but nevertheless, having been under the neces- 
sity rof relating -thcanny when! bad thehonourio be employed 
ittlreland, and haiiug made, id those icounlries uherei transacted 
the businfess of the -crown, some observations -upon the ‘different 
forms 'of imiUtary sestablishments, d hope I shall be ttllowed'to offer 
what my experience orroyTeroarks may suggest to me, in confirma- 
tion -of the sentiments of -the noble Duke 
Whend wasiin Jreland, inyLords, Uhe troops mf that kingdom 
consisted of twenty-one regiments, of which ten wcre,'asila 3 t year, 
brought into Britain, and the Irish forces were to bfe'filled up by 
new levies, which weretiaised in the manner -now proposed, ''by cn- 
creasing every regiment •from three hundred and forty to -sLx hun- 
dredmen, sothatthenleven.r^d“Pnt9i^niaimng, con)po«ed& body 
of nearly the ■same number»wilh the twenty-oneiregimenti as'for- 
itrerly -constituted. * • . j .t- j’ 

Of the Swedish establishment, my Lords, the reputation and suc- 
<A33 of their troopsnre an uncontrovertible vindicationlAndT^iave 
often diad nn opportunity of conqiaring'the number oToffiiiers Vdh 
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that of ours, and found their private men to be far more numerous 
in praportion to the officer. 

In Hanover, my Lords, I have seen his Majesty's troops remarh- 
able for the elegance of their appearance, and being once asked b}' 
the commander at what expcnce one of those gallant troopers and 
his horse was supported, was told, after confessing my ignorance, 
that he cost no more than fourteen pounds a year, who could not in 
this country be maintained for less than forty. ' 

I believe, my Lords, that the Fi’cnch forces arc not more expen- 
sive than those of Hanover, and therefore we are by no means to 
imitate their establishment, for the price of provisions and habits of 
life do not admit of any diminution of the pay of either our officoi'S 
or soldiers, and we can only lessen our expences by reducing tlieir 
number, to which I shall for my part most willingly contiibute. ' 

But as this, my Lords, is not the proper time for disbanding our 
forces, of which the present state of our aifairs may perhaps demand 
an augmentation, it is necessary to compare the state of our forces 
with that of foreign troops, and supply by prudent methods the dis- 
advantages to v/hich wc are subject by the peculiar condition of our 
country. For if the French can support an army at a fourth "paili 
of our expence j what must be the consequence of a war, supposing 
the wealth of the two nations nearly equal r It will be to little pur- 
pose that we boast, however justly, of the superiority of our troops j 
for though it should be granted that the British cannot be resisted 
by an equal number, yet it can never be expected that they should 
conquer troops four times as numerous as themselves.' ■ 

Thus, my Lords, it appears with all the evidence of aidthmetical 
demonstration, that the method now proposed is highly expedient, 
nor can any objection, in iny opinion, be made to the resolution 
offered to your Lordships, 

That this is not a proper time for this enquiry, has been indeed 
urged, but surely no time can' be more proper than when we‘ may, 
by a resolution unanimously passed, regulate in some degree tli’e 
conduct of the other House, and hint to them the opinion of tliis 
assembly on a question which is perhaps to-morrow to be brought 
before them. 

Lord Cholsiondeley then spoke thus: — My Lords, though I 
was once honoured with a coimuand in the army, and consequently 
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ought to Iiare attained some rrulitary knowledge, yet I ha% e so long 
resigned my commi'ision, possessed it hn* so short a lime, and ha>e 
suffered my attention to be dnerted finm enquiries on that subject 
by ernploymcnts of go different a kind, that I cannot presume to op- 
pose any knowledge of my own to the reasons which ha^ebeen 
offered j but I cannot think tliat the conclusions drawn by die 
noble Duke are so oidenlly tmew* lo force comiHion, and exclude 
all po«sibUity of replyj nor can I conceive it consistent with the 
dignity of this assembly, to yield implicitly to anj man’s assertions, 
or to pass any resolution without an accurate enquiry. > 

Some objections, my Lords, arise upon reflection from my narrow 
observation and transient reading, and these I slull by before your 
Lordships, with an open acknowledgement of my insufficiency to 
discuss the question, and a sincere desire of being instructed where 
I may, be mUtaVen , 

Tlie subordination of the army, my Lords, appears to me in ge* 
jioral'to be sufficiently maintained, nor is if ever infringed but by 
particular partlalitj, 'that can never be prevented, or a casual dif- 
ference in tlie circumstances of the officers, which, themgh not j-e- 
lative to their mililarj’ characters, will always produce some degree 
of Influence/ ; 1 1 ' - ■ '» > i 

* I know not, my Lords, how the general regulation of our forces, 
oud the distribution of military honour*, can be condemned with- 
out extending some degree of censure to a pci-soa who ought not to 
be mentioned as concurring in any measures injurious to tlic j)ub- 
lick. Our army, my Lords, is maintained by the paribmcnt,.but 
Commanded by the Kii^, who has not citlier done or directed any 
thing of which his people may justly complain. 
nHere the Duke of Argylc intemipted him* — MyLord*. it is 
necessary to clear myself from misrepresentations, ami to 'preserve 
at the same time tlie order of this assembly, by remindmg the noble 
Lord tliat his Majesty is never to be introduced into our debates, be- 
cause he is never to be charged with, wrong,, and by declaring to 
your Lordships, tliat I impute no part of the errors committed in the 
regulation of the army to his Majesty, hut to those mimsters, whose 
duty it is to advise him, and whom the law condemns toansuer,foi' 
the consequences of tlieir counsels, ^ , 

, Liord CHoLMONDauzY immqd:— My^rds, if.LmisTqprcsented 
anyassertion of the nobleDulte, it was by misapprehension, or fall- 



•au'fi.of .memoiy, and not by malice' or design ; a'hd if in any other 
objections wbich I shall make, I shall fell into any .error of the same 
kind, i desire that it may be ascribed to thc same cause. 

TKie ignorance and inexperience of our present officers have been 
(exposed with great gaiety , of imagination, and with the true spirit 
,of satirical rhetoric, nor can I presume to support them against so 
dbrmidable. censures. But, my Lords, I cannot discoA'ci- any method 
•of protracting the lives of our old .officer’s beyond the usual term ^ 
.nor ofsnpplj'ing the loss of those .whom death takes away from the 
ai’my, but by substituting others, who, as -tlicy have seen ^lo-tvais, 
\can have little experience. 

iVVith regard to tlie nurribci' of officer’s in 1 Ire foreign ti’oops, 1 
have been informed, that they were by an express stipulation to he 
■constituted in the same manner with .the British and Dutch .forces. 

Then the Duke of Air gyle again interrupted him; — My Jjords, 
■as it .was iny .province in the .late war to superintend the pajTncht of 
'the foreign troops, I may be allowed to have some knorvledge of the 
-establishment, and hope J shall not be imagined ,to need any infor- ^ 
•mation on that -subject. 

Lord CHOLMONDELEy said ; — My Lords, >1 do not presume to dis- 
pute any assertion of the noble Duke, for whose knowledge I have 
.the highest veneration, but only to offer such hints for enquii-}' as 
•may he pursued by other Lords of greater abilities, and to show that 
as .some difficulties may be raised, the resolution ought .not .to be 
•agreed to >without farther deliberation j since it.only tends to ju’e- 
-scribeithe measures which .will ;be hereafter taken, and prohibit a 
'method .of .raising forces, which, when diligently e.\amincd, may 
perhaps appear most .eligible, but to censure the metliods, which, 
iwhen-they were-put in practice .the last year, .received the approba- 
itionof all the-powersofthelcgislature. 

■LordlW-ESTMORELAND spokcncxt, as follows : — My Lords, fhave 
for my-own satisfection-stated the difference of the.exjjence between 
fhefwo methods of raising forces, and 'find it so great that. ^^he 
•method -proposed by the noble Duke ought undoubtedly to be .pre- 
ferred, even though it were -attended with some inconvenience, 
’from which -he has sho\yn it to be free. 

• Frugality, my Lords, is one of-.the chief.virtues.of an -administra- 
f ion j a virtue without which no goverumeht can be long.supported r 
’thepuhlick expence -can .never he too accurately .compared, or the 
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fir>t tendency to profusion too rigorously opposed j for, as in private 
life, so in political a'conomy, the demands of necessity aie easily 
supplied; but if once the calls of wantonncss and caprice are com- 
plied u-itli, no limits can be fi\ed, noi will any treasure be sufficient. 

^Tiether the burthens under which the people are now toiling 
were all imposed by necessity, I will not enquire, but 1 think, my 
Lords, we may readily determine, tliatwliatcvcr is not necessary, is 
cruel and oppressive, and that tlierefore, since the eviicuce of raising 
new regiments appears at least not to be necessary, it ought to be 
opposed ; and how can it be opposed more properly or cfTeclually 
than by the noble Duke’s resolution ’ . 

Lor^ Hervey spoke, to this cflect: — My Lords, I do not claim 
any superiority of knowledge in any aifaiis that Tclate to the pnb- 
lick, but have less acquaintance with the mihtaiy establishment than 
with any other jiart of the government, and can thci'cforc neither 
oppose the resolution now oflered to your Lordships by such argu- 
ments as may deserve your attention, nor agree to it with that de- 
gree of conviction wluch the importance of it seems to require. ’ 

That the chief argumenfwhich has been produced against ndslng 
new regiments, ia less formidable tlian it has' been represented, will, t 
believe, appear to your LordsWps, when it is considered that the of- 
ficers are always gentlemen of the first families in the empire, who, 
therefore, cannot be supposed voluntarily to give up their relations 
and posterity to the power of any ministry , or, for the sake of tijeir 
commissions, to betray tliat constitution by which their own pro- 
perties are secured. 

Whether every other avgument may not with equal justice be 
controveitcd, is not, without longer consideration, possible to be' 
determined; aud therefore it cannot be reasonably expected that'wc 
should agree to the resolution, vriiicli would be only to decide with- 
out examination, and to deterraine wliat we do not understand; for 
I am under no apprehension of being imagined to reflect unjustly on 
this assembly, in supposing that many of your lordships may be 
strimgers to the question, *w4uch, when the last levies were made,- 
was neither discussed nor proposfed 

I therefore move, that the previous question may be put, which 
may perhaps gain time suffident fo^.a more exact enquiry upon this 
important subj^t. ' v rS i , 

' Lord Taebot replied, to this purport : — My Lonis, if, in imita- 
VoL. I, I 
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tion oi'some noble Lords, I. profess my ignorance of the snbjccfc on 
^vhicli I am to speak, may it not yet be allowed me, after the ex- 
ample of others, to employ the little knowledge which lhave in the 
defence of a resolution, Avhich appears to have no other tendency 
•than the advantage of the imblick, and to show my zeal for the hap- 
piness of my country, though perhaj)s without the time knowledge 
of its interest ? 

The noble Lord, who spoke last, is too great a master of elo- 
quence not to be heard with all the attention which pleasure na- 
turally produces, and a reasoner too foianidablc not to raise in his 
hearers all the anxiety which is produced by the fear of being de- 
ceived by partial reprcseirtations, and artful deductions, I am al- 
ways afraid, my Lords, lest error should appear too much like truth 
in the ornaments which his Lordship’s imagination may bestow, and 
lest sophistry should dazzle my undcrstandingwhilst I imagine my- 
self only guided by the light of reason. 

I shall therefore endeavour, my Lords, to review his ornaments, 
and try whether they owe their influence to the force of timtli, or 
to that of eloquence. 

His Lordship has observed, that (he objections which are now 
made to the^ method of raising new regiments, were not produced 
last year upon a like occasion. I know not, indeed, what can be 
infeiTed from this assertion ; for surely it will not maintiun, that an 
error once admitted is to become perpetual. 

But, my Lords, another reason may be assigned for which the ob- 
jections that occurred. last year might not be produced. The mini- 
stry, after a long course of disgraceful negotiations, and artful de- 
lays, w'ere, at length, compelled to a war, by the general clamours 
of the whole nation; but they acted as men unwilling to execute 
what they did not approve. They proceeded so slowly in their pre- 
parations, and were so languid . in all their motions, that it was evi- 
dent how wUlvngly they would have improved every opportunity of 
retarding the vengeance which they were forced to threaten ; and 
with what artifices they would have protracted any delay, which 
they could have imputed to those by whom they were opposed. It 
was, therefore, to the last degree improper to embarrass their mea- 
sures of themselves .sufficiently perplexed. Or to day any obstacle in 
the way of those who, would gladly be stopped. 

That the army is filled with gentlemen is so far, my Lords, from 
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proiing that there is nothingtobc feared from it, that it is the only 
foundation of all our solicitude. For none but gentlemen can in- 
jure our liberties, and \\hlle the iKwts of the army are besto^red as 
rewards of senatorial sla\ety, gentlemen will aluuj-s be found who 
will be corrupted themselves, -and can corrupt a borough j who 
will purchase a ^ote in the House, and sell it for luilUary prefer- 
ments. By the posts of the army the senate may be corrupted, and 
by the corruption of the senate the army be perpetuated. 

Those, my Lords, who arc the wamvest opjioaents of the amry, 
apprehend not any danger fi-om their swords, but from their ■>otes. 
'As they hare been of late regulated ivithout discipline or subordi- 
xiation, I should not feel such aruiety at seeing them led on by their 
new commanders against a Irody of honest ploughmen, united in 
the cause of virtue and of lUrcxly; I should with great alacrity 
draw my s^vord against them, and should not doubt of seeing them 
in a short time heaped vipon our litlds. 

But, my Ixrrds, thov are employed to ruin us by o moro slow and 
silent method j they arc directed to influence tliclr relations in the 
senate, and to suborn the voters in our small towns; they are dis- 
persed over tiie nation to iiwtU dependence, and, beiog enslaved 
themselves, willingly undertake Uie pi-ojxagation ofsla\cry. 

That the army is instrumental in extending tlic influence of the 
ministry to tlie senate, cannot bcdcnicd.whcn military prefermenta 
are held no longer than while he that possesses them gists a sanc- 
tion by big vote to the measures of the couit; when no degree of 
merit is suflicicnf to balancea single act of senatorial opposition, 
and when the nation is rather t« be left to the defence of boys, than 
the minister be suspected of muconduct. 

Could either bravery or knowledge, reputation or past services, 
known fidelity to his Majesty, or the most conspicuous capacity for 
Hgh trust, have secured any man in the cryoyment of his post, the 
noble Puke who made the motion, had carried liis command to his 
grave, nor had the nation now been depriv ed either of his arras oc 
of his counsels. 

But,asheha3nowofi'eJed his advice to his country, and supported 
his opinion wjfh proofs from reason and experience, which even 
those who oppose them have confessed themselves unable to answer; 
as the justness of his reasoning,' apd the 'extent of his knowledge, . 
have silenced those whose prejudices will not suffer them to own 
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themselves convinced j let us not, my Lords, reject ^vhat we can- 
not condemn, nor suffer our country to be defrauded of the advan- 
tage of this resolution, by that low senatorial craft, the previous 
question. 

Then the Chancellor spoke, to the following purpose My 
Lords, I am fer from suspecting, that an open })rofession of my in- 
ability to examine the question before us, in its full extent, will be' 
imputed to an affectation of modesty, since any knowledge of mili- 
taiy affairs could not be acquired in tliose stations in whicli I have 
been placed, or by those studies in which the gi'eatest part of my 
life is known to have been spent. 

It will not be expected, my Lords, that I should attempt a formal 
confutation of the noble Duke’s positions, or that I should be able 
to defend my own opinion against his knowledge and experience j 
nor would I, my Lords, expose myself to the censure .of having ha- 
rangued upon war in the presence of Hannibal- 

The noble Duke has explained his sentiments to your Lordships 
with the utmost accuracy of method, and the most instructive per- 
-cpicuity of language j he has enforced them with a strength of rea- 
soning rarely to be found, apd with an extent of knowledge pecu- 
liar to himself. Yet, my Lords, as his arguments, however power- 
ful in themselves, do not strike me with the same force with which 
others may be affected, who are more capable of receiving them, I 
Lope that your Lordships' will allow me to mention sucli objections 
as occur to me, that in voting on this question I may at least pre- 
serve my conscience from violation, and neither adopt the opinion 
of another, however gx’eat, without examination, nor obstinately re- 
ject the means of conviction. 

Every Lord who has spoken either in support of the noble Duke’s 
opinion, or in opposition to it, has confessed that he is veiy little' 
acquainted with the subject of our debate j and it may not there- 
fore be an improper or useless attempt, if I endeavour by objections 
however injudicious, or by arguments however inconclusive, to pro- 
cure some illustration of a question so important, and at the same 
time so little understood. 

The objections, my Lords, wdiich I shall produce, are such as I 
have heard in conversation with those whose long acquaintance with 
military employments gives them a just claim to authority in all 
questions which relate to the art of war^ among whom I find no 
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imiformity of opinion ^\jth regard to the most proper method of 
augmenting o«r forces. And, Lords, ^^ben ^^c obsene tliose 
to differ in their sentimenfs, whose education, experience, and op- 
portunities of Knowledge, hare been nearly the same, and nho lia\c 
all obtained a very great degree of reputation in their profession, 
wluit can be inferred, but that the question is in its own nature ob- 
scure and difTicult j that it inroUcs a tnuUitude of relations aod is 
diffused tlirough a great variety of circumstances} and that, there- 
fore, it is prudent for crerj' man, who can judge only upon the au- 
.thority of others, to suspend his opinion ? 

Tlie chief argument, or tliatat least which impressed itself most 
strongly on my mind, against any innovation in our military con- 
. ftitution, was dnuvn from thesucccss of our armies in their present 
form, witli that prop^utlon of soldiers^and ofltccrs, which the pre- 
sent motion tends to abolish. Ourforccs, say the advocates for the 
present establishment, have afforded us a suflicicnt testimony of the 
propriety of their regulation, by their frequent victories over troops, 
whose discipline has been studied with the utmost vigilance, and 
which have been trained up to war with a degree of attention not 
dbproporlioned to the mighty design for which they were raised, 
the subjection of the world, and attainment of universal monarchy. 
•These troops, who have been taught, almost from their inlaney, 
that cowardice and flight arc the greatest crimes, and persuaded by 
national prejudices, and principles studiously instilled, that no fo- 
icign forces could witlistand them, have fled before equal numbers 
of Britons, and been driven from one province to another, till, in- 
stead of grasping at general dominion, they were reduced to defend 
Iheir wives and cliildrcn. 

How much of this success was to lie ascribed to that part of the 
.regulation wluch this motion proposes to be changed, it is not, my 
JLords, within my province to determine} the great commander 
.whom I have tlie honour to oppose, can best explain to your Lord- 
ships the province of every ofliccr in the field, and how far the 
number of jnferiour officers may influence the success of a battle 
and the fate of a Kingdom. 

V But to me, my Lords, the establishment of our armies compris- 
ing different views, and connecting various subordinate regula- 
.tions, may be compared to a medicine composed of different ingre- 
^dleuts, and found infallibly eflirocious in a dangerous disease, in 
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which, (hough some of the paVIs may seem to physirifujs of the 
profoundcsl learning, suporlhrous or imjjroprr, it would he no h- ii 
than the folly of jtrofcmng cxjiennicnt^ to life, to mahe an} altcr- 
ation. 

The wautonness of innovation, my Lon’s, h n flangrtous 
of the mind : in a private station, it prongj*'. men to he ai’.vays tfh- 
contented with what they fintl, and to iO'f tlie enjtjyinonr of trond 
in search of sonicf liirig better; it im-ites them to U-ave the safe and 
beaten Iraclts of life, in search of tlio-c which they imagine ncarrr, 
but whicb arc at be^it Icsi ‘^ecurc, and whieii gem rally Lad th.em to 
points far dilforcnt from that to nhicli *hf\ nrirnnally intended to 
direct their conr.-c. 

Il is dangerous, my Lords, to admit any alteiation wlufdi b not 
absolutely ncccissaiT, foronc intimation inakro way for another. The 
parts of a const itiil ion, like a cnni])lirntod machine, are fitftd to 
each other, nor can one he chansred witiinnt changing that \'.hich 
cori’csponds to it. 'I'his necessity is not aiw.ays foies'Tn, but wlnm 
discovered by exjicricncc is generally complied with ; for cveiy man 
is more inclined to hazard further changes, than to confess hinwclf 
mistaken by ret meting his fchcmc. Tims, my Lords, one change 
introduces another, till the original constitution is entirely de- 
stroyed. 

By the ambition of innovation, my l^mis, liavc almost all those 
empires been destroyed, of v.bicb nothing now is left but the mc- 
moiy. Every human ostablisinncnt ha« its adianfagcs ami it-^ in- 
conveniences; and by wc.ak attempts to renic.lv tlie?e defect. “i, which 
notwithstanding the utmost attention ivill enibari.a-s the machine 
of government, alterations have been inlrotluccil whicb ha\e been 
quickly followed by a total dissolution. 

There seem, my Lords, to be fcAV regulations on whicb it is more 
dangerous to make experiments than on that of the armies of a 
nation. We are sufficiently convinced how much of succc-S-s is the 
consequence of courage; and that courage is only ail opinion of onr 
own snperiorit}', arising from certain circumstances, cither Imagi- 
nary or real. 

'The courage which at present animates our forces, arises, my 
Lords, from a very proper gi'otrnd, their fonner victories over the 
enemies ivhich they are now to combat, and will tbercrore, doubt- 
less, continue while they can consider themselves as enjoying the 
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same advantage with those parUcular men by whom the victories 
u*ere obtained. I>ut, my Lords if any cs>ciilial pait of their cstn- 
hHshm‘'nt be changed, they will be considered, both by themselves 
and their enemies, as a difTcrent arm} j they uill then charge with 
less alacrity, and be opposi-d with lc«s dejection ; (hey will consider 
themselves a§ fighting withmit that certainty of sucress which arises 
from experience j and their enemies will resolve to trj’, by an obsti- 
nate resistance, nhether tliej'arc now equally formidable as in their 
former state. 

Tlius, my Ixirds, I have attempted, however weakly, to represent 
the arguments which I have hearil for the continuance of the esta- 
blishment, of which jxmr Lordships will c-xamine the validity, and 
shall now proceed to consider the noble Duke's sjstcra of a military 
fcubonlination in time of peace. 

Whether a standing ni-mj in time of peace is made nccess.irj' by 
the change of conduct” in foieign courts, it is now useless to en- 
quire j' but it will be easily granted by pur Lordships, that no mo- 
tive but necessity, nccc'Sit)' absolute and Inevitable, ought to in- 
fluence us to support a standing boily of regular forces, which have 
alwaj-sbccn accounted dangerous, and generally found destructive, 
to a free people. 

' The chief reason, my Lords, of the danger uTising from a stand- 
ing army, may be ascribed to the eircunvstanccs by whicli men, sub- 
ject to military laws, are distingvtishcd from other memhers of the 
same community} they me by the nature of unvlial government 
exposed to punishment which other men never incur, and tried by 
forms of a diRcrent and more rigorous kind tlvan those which are 
pmetised by the civ il power.' Tlicy arc, if not exempted from the 
jurisdiction of a magistrate, jet subject to another authority which 
they sec more fieqiicntly and more severely exerted, and which, 
thercrore, they fear and reverence in a liighcr degree. They, by 
entering into the army, lay aside for the most jiart all prospect of 
advantage from commerce or «vil employments, and, in a fcwycars, 
neither fear nor hope any thing but from the favour or illsplcasure 
of their own ofiicei's. 

Tor these, my Lords, or.for other reasons, the soldiers have al- 
vvaj-s been Inclined to consider themselves as a body distinct from 
the rest of the community,' and independent on it j a government 
regubted by their own bws, without regard to the general consti- 
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(ution of Ihcir country; (licy have, therefore, f)i’cn ready to sub- 
vert (he con.s(ittition from which they received little advantage, anti 
to oi)prcsg the civil niaijistnite,-, f(»r whom they had lo?t their reve- 
rence. 

And how soon, my I/jrds, might Pitch outrage^ ijc expected from 
an army formed after tlic mttdtd of the noble Duke, rtdcapcfl from 
the common oldigaliong of piK-iidy, diMtni'otd from the bulk of the 
nation, directed solely by their own oflicerp, and ultimately com- 
manded by a man who had the right (»f commanding no other ? 
Would they not soon consider themselve.- as a ssjKiratc community, 
whose interests were, no less than their laws, peculiar to themselves ? 
Wotild they not consider him fnnn whom liny received all their re- 
wards, and all their ]mnishmfnl.s, as the projier object of their su- 
preme regard; and endeavour to exalt him to the same dominion 
over others, which he enjoyed in regard to themselves, that they 
might share in his snjicrlority r 

A body of men, my Jjords, thus sepanitcfl from the rest, of the 
people, must consider themselves ns cilia:!' ennobled or degraded by 
such distinction, and would soon find themselv, ,• inelined louse the 
power of their arms, cither in the exertion of thrir piivilcgos, or 
tlie revenge of tlieir disgrace. Tlien, my Lonb, would they set at 
defiance the laws of the nation, nor would one of these noble Lords 
be able to disband, nor the other to resist them. 

Tlic army, my I^ords, is, in lime of jicacc, then best regulated 
vvhen it. is kept under the strictest, subordination to the civil power, 
that power which It is instituted to protect and to jircservc. 

Thus, my Lonls, have I examined the jirojiosal and reasons of 
tlie noble Duke, jierliaps not inueli to the information of your J>ord- 
ships; but it cannot be expected that any capacity should be able, 
in an nncx])ectcd and sudden debate, to dispute on a subject, which 
the noble Duke’s education gave him jiarlieular opportunities of un- 
derstanding far beyond almost every other man, and which he has 
had time to consider with respect to this present motion. 

For this reason, my I^rds, I cannot but think the previous ques- 
tion liighly e.xpcdient, but not for this reason alone ; for as the state 
of the army, and the proper methods of augmenting it, arc soon to 
be examined by the otlier House, to prejudice their determinations 
may raise a contest about iirivileges, and oblige us either to persist, 
for our own honour, in ojiposition to measures necessary to the sc- 
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curity of the publick, or, in compliance with the present exigence, 
accept their scheme how c\cr opposite to our own rcsoluion. 

Lord CAnTEBET spoke in su1)stancc as follou's : — Jly Lords, the 
known abilities of that noble Lord incline me always to hear him 
with uncommon expectation and attention, tvhich seldom foil to be 
rewarded by such pleasure and information as few other men are 
able to afford. But his obscn-ations on the question before us, my 
Lords, hare only convinced me, that the greatest abilities may be 
sometimes betrajed into error, and the most candid disposition be 
sitiated by accidental prejudices. For his own arguments neither 
appear just, nor his representation impartial, of those adtanced in 
favour of the motion. , . 

inth regard to the number of officers necessary in time of ^var, 
his Lordship asserted nothing from his oun Knowledge, nor do I 
believe that any other Ixinlwillim-Tginc himself qualified to dispute 
with the noble Duke upon questions purely military. Ills experience 
entitles him to the highest authority in debates of this kind j and 
if cvety man has a claim to credit in hU own profession, surely, ho 
who has gi^en evidence of hU proficiency in the art of war in the 
eyes of the whole world, wilt not be dcn!c<! in this House that supe- 
riority which would readily be allowed him in any other part of the 
universe. 

And }ct less, my Lords, can it be sttspcctcd that he intends to de- 
ceive us, than that he can be deceived himself j for not only his 
probity, liis love of his country, and lus fidelity to the crown, con- 
ciu* to secure him from any temptations to make an ill use of his 
credit, but his own, interest obliges l»im to offer that scheme for the 
regulation of our forces, which in his own opinion will mo«t cer- 
tainly contribute to their success. For, it is not to be doubted, my 
^Lords, that when we sliall be engaged in w*ar too far for negotia- 
tions and conventions, when wc shall be buiroundcd by enemies, and 
terrified at the near approaclv of dxnger, he will be callcil ujvon 1o 
lead our armies to battle, and attack once more those enemies that 
have fled £0 often before him. 

Then, my Lords, if he has contributed to form a weak plan of 
our military constitution, must he atone for it with the loss of his 
reputation j that reputation, for which lie has undergone so many 
fatigues, and been exposed to so many tUingcrs. 

But, my Loids, it is ridiculous, to suspect where nothing appears 
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to provoke suspiciorij and I am v'cry far from imagining (hat (he 
dangers of innovationj however artfully magnified, or the appre- 
hensions of The soldiem, however rlietorically l eprcsented, will be 
thought of any Aveight. 

The establishment of the arm}-, my Lords, is an innovation, and, 
"as the noble Lord has justly repi'csented it, an innovation that 
threatens nothing less than the dcstniction of our libci ties, and the 
dissolution of our government. Our r-igilance ought, lhei;efore, to 
be very anxiously employed in regulating this new part of our govern- 
ment, and adapting it, in such a manner, to the national constitu- 
tion, that no detriment may arise from it, and that our civil lights 
may be protected, riot oiipresscd, by the militaiT power, 

■ To this purpose, saj-s the noble Lord, the soldiers are to be re- 
strained by a due subordination to the magistrate; a position un- 
doubtedly true, birt now superfluously urged. For it Avas never 
controverted by the noble person Avhosc opinion he intended to 
oppose. 

Should any man assert, my Lords, that the army ought to be 
formed into a distinct and independent society, Avhich should re- 
ceive laws only from a council of Avar, and have no other governor 
than their ofiicers, none should oppose such an assertion Avith more 
ardour or constancy than myself ; but Avhat Avas never adi anced it 
is unnecessary to confute. 

Yet, my Lords, to obA-iatc those dangers from the army Avhich 
have been so strongly and justly represented, it is ncccssaiy', not 
only that a legal subordination to the ci\il authority be firmly 
established,' but that a personal dependence on the ministry be 
taken away. 

Hoav readily men learn to reverence and obey those on Avhom 
their fortunes depend, has been already shoAvn by the noble Lord ; 
and therefore it Avill folloAA', that a minister Avho distributes prefer- 
ments at his pleasure, may acquire such an influence in the army, 
as may be employed to secure himself from justice by the destruction 
of liberty. And unless it can be proved that no such minister can 
eA^er exist 3 that corruption, ambition, and perfidy, haA-e place' only 
in the military race 3 eveiy argument that shows the danger of an 
army dependent only on the general, Avill shoAV the danger like- 
Avise of one dependent only on the minister. 

The influence of the minister, my Lords, is known to arise from 
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the number of the officers, and to be proportioned to the value of 
the preferment Which it is in hh power to bestow ; it is therefore 
evident, b\ adding new officers to our army, «e shall throw neight 
into the scale, which nlread> U, at least, an equal balance to our 
constitution, and enable the ministry either to employ an army in 
defence of their measures, or to obiain Such an influence in the se- 
nate as shall make any other security «uperfluou3. 

Such, mj Lords, U the danger of a multitude of officers, a dinger 
which surely deserves more attcniion, than the imaginary prejudice 
of the soldiers in favour of the present establishment, a prejudice 
represented so powerful botli m our ov\n forces, and thoee of our 
enemies, that the future success of our arms may probably depend 
upon it. ' 

Surely, my Lords, that cause maybe allowed indefensible which 
such a patron defends «o vvciklr. What can be more chimerical 
than^to imagine that men would lay down tlieir arms, and forsake 
their standards, because ttierc arc tvrenty more in a company than 
have formerly been ' That such a panic from such a cause was neier 
found, I need not prove j and T scarce think it necessary to a«8ert, 
that, without supposng a umvcr-al depravity of reason, it never con 
be found. 

The estabh-'liment propo-cd by the, noble Duke, U the Mmc with 
that of most foreign troops, and particularly with that of his Bla- 
jestj's forces in his foreign dominions, and, therefore, cannot but 
be approved by him, if it should be propo-ed by your Lordships, 
For why should he imagine a girafer number of officers necessary 
to the troops of Britain, than to those of any other nation ^ 

The c'ipediency of the motion, my Ixiids, is, in my opinion, so 
obvious and incontestable as to require no farther consideration } and 
therefore it is no argument against it, that wc were not previously 
informed of tlie questlrin 

hlucli less, my Lonls, can I discover the force of the assertion, 
that by such a resolution wc shall fjtcite the displeasuie of the other 
House ; we have, my Lords, at least an equal right with them to 
eicamine any position relating to the public security, a right wliich 
we may exert with less danger of disgusting them, while tliey have 
yet formed no determination, and with less danger to the nation 
than when their opinion, wliatever it may be, cannot be contro- 
verted without retarding the important bill against mutiny. 
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"We are never offendedj my Lords, at receiving tlic opinions of 
the other House, which wc often adopt without any alteration, and 
often make use of for our own instruction, and now are wc become 
so contemptible as that no regard should be paid by them to our 
resolutions ’ 

It is' Well known, ray Lords, that this assembly is an essential and 
constituent part of the legislature of this kingdom, and that we re- 
ceived from our ancestors a great extent of power, •nhich it ought 
to be our care not to suffer to be contracted by degrees, till this as- 
sembly shall become merely formal, and sit only to ratify implicitly 
the determinations of the other House, 

Several other Lords spoke in the debate, and the president hav ing 
put the preno\is question, Wliether the question should be then 
put!” upon a division, it passed in the negative. Content 42 . 
Not content 59. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

December 12, 1740. 

RESPECTING OniCERS ON HALF-l’AY. 

Mr. Sandys this day moved for an humble address to his Majesty, 
that, for the future case of his Majesty's subjects, all officers noic 
subsisting upon half-pay, S^c. might be employed in the army, and 
supported it to the folloiuing effect : 

' I 

I 

Sir, though I have often known motions opposed \vithout any 
just objections, or at least without any proof of such inconveniences 
likely to arise from them, as were equivalent 'to the advantages 
'which they would have produced, yet I cannot but confess, that 
any opposition to this will be unexpected and surprising j for it is, 
in my opinion, supported by every laAv of justice and humanity. If 
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we regard the imblick in general, it cannot hut produce some aUc- 
viition of the national etpencej and if we consider the particular 
persons to whom it immediately relates, they lune certainly a just 
claim to that regard which it is the tendency of this motion to 
procure them. 

To burthen with supernuous officers, and unnecessary cxpcnccs 
a people already ovcnvhclmcd with tares, and oicr-mn n-ilh the de- 
pendants on the crown, is snrelytothe highest degre^ cruel and ab- 
surd. And to condemn those men to contempt and penury, who 
liase served their country with bravery and fidelity, to prefer iine,x- 
pencnccd striplings to those commissions, wluch would gladly be 
accepted by men who have already tried their courage in the battle 
and borne the fatigues of marches, and the change of climates is 
surely not only to oppress the deserving, and scatter promotion 
without jrist distinction; but, what is jet more enormous, it is to 
wanton with the publick safety, and expose us to our enemies 

Nor docs it appear to me sufficient, tirat the veteran officers be 
rratored to the commissions which they formerly eryoyedt they 
ought; upon an augmentation of our troops, to be recompensed by 
someadrancement for their services and their sulferines ■ the en- 
sign ought to become a lieutenant, ami the lieutenant' bb exalted 
to a captain ; 'stations wliich they will surely fill with more dignity 
and greater abilities, than boys newly disehaigcd from school; and 
entrusted with unapected authority. 

If it be reasonable. Sir, that cxpcnce sliould be spared in a time 
of generf poverty, if it be politick to carry on war in the manner 
most likely to produce success, if it be just, that those who have 
served their country should be preferred to those who have no me! 
nt to boast, this motion cannot be rejected. 

Sir William Yohoe answered to this purposc;-Sir, to the mo 
tion now made, it will not, I believe, be objected, that it is unrea- 
sonable or unjust, hut that it is unnecessary, and that it is not 
drawn up wth sullicient consideration. 

It is unnecessary, because his iilajesty is adv Ised by it to no other' 
measures than those which he lias already determined to pursue- 
for he has declared to me. Sir, his intenUen of eonfening the nev! 
commissioiw upon the officers who receive half-pay, before any other 
officers shall be promoted. ^ 

Tlie motion appears to me not to be very attentively considered,'- 
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or drav\'n up with great propriety of expression j for it supposes all 
the half-pay oflicei’s fit for the service, which cannot be imagined 
by any man, who considers that there has been peace for almost 
thirty 5’ears 3 a space of time, in which many vigorous constitutions 
must have declined, and many who were once well qualified for 
command, must be disabled by the infirmities of age. Nor is the 
promotion of one of these gentlemen considered always by him as 
an act of favour; many of them have in this long intennl of peace 
engaged in methods of life very little consistent with military em- 
ployments, many of them have families which demand their care, 
and which they would not forsake for any advantages which a new 
commission could afford them, and therefore it would not be very 
consistent with humanity to force them into new dangers and fa- 
tigues which they are now unable to support. 

With regard to these men, compassion and kindness seem to re- 
quire that they should be suffered to spend their few remaining days 
without interruption, and that the dangers and toils of their youth 
should be requited in their age with ease and retirement. 

There are others who have less claim to the regard of the pub- 
lick, and who may Jje passed by in the distribution of new prefer- 
ments without the imputation of neglecting merit. These arc they 
who have voluntarily resigned their commissions for the sake of 
half-pay, and have preferred indolence and retreat to the service of 
their country. 

So that it appears, that of those who subsist upon half-pay, some 
are unable to execute a commission, some do not desire, and some 
do not deserve it; and with legard to the remaining part, tvhich 
can be no great number, I have already the intention of his Majes- 
ty, and therefore cannot but conclude tliat the motion is needless. 

Mr. PuLTENEY spoke as follows : — Sir, I know' not by what fa- 
tality it is, that all the motions made by one party are reasonable 
and necessary, and all that are unhappily offered by the other, ai’e 
discovered either to be needless, or of pernicious tendency. When- 
ever a question can be clouded and perplexed, the opponents of the 
ministjy are always mistaken, confuted, and, in consequence of the 
confutations, defeated by the mtyority of votes. When tmth is too 
notorious to be denied, and too obvious to be contested, the admi- 
nistration claim the honour of the first discovery, and will never own 
that they were incited to their duty by tlie remonstrances of their 
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opponents, though they never before those remonstrances had dis- 
covered the least intention of peiforming it. 

But that the motion is allowed to be just ami proper, is sufficient j 
the importance of it vriW be easily discovered. For my part I shall 
always consider that motion as important> which tends to contract 
the expcnccs of the publick, to rescue meiit from neglect, and to 
Iiinder the encrease of the dependants on the ministry, - i 
Sir Robeet Walpole answered : — Sir, there is no temper more 
opposite to that incessant attention to the weffare of the publick, 
which is the perpetual boast of those who have signalized themselves 
by opposing the measures of the administration, than a lust of con- 
tradiction, and a disposition to disturb this assembly with superflu- 
ous debates. > 

Whether thb disposition is not discovered in the reply made to 
the declaration of hia Majesty’s intentions, and the confession of the 
propriety of the motion, let the House determine. It must surely 
be confessed, that it is not necessary to advise wtot is already de- 
termined. ' 

Nor is it less evident, that many of (he officers whose interest 5? 
now so warmly solicited, must be incapacitated by their age for set- 
vice, and unable to receive any bcoeflt from* the offer of new com- 
missions. To deny thls^ is to question the fluv: of time, or to ima- 
gine that the constitution of a soldier is exempt from Its injuries. 

Mr. Sandys explained himself to this effect i— Sir, I am far 
from Intending by this m<>tion to fill the army with decrepit offi- 
cers, or to obstruct in any manner the service of the publick? nor 
have I any other intention, tlum to secuie to those whose years per- 
mit, and whose inclinations incite them to enter once more into 
the army, that preferment to which they have a claim, not only 
from their past services, but from the state of pemu-y and obscurity 
in which they have languished. 

I desire to presene those, whose valour has heretofore made our 
nation the terror of the woild, from the mollification of seeing 
themselves insulted by childhood, and commanded by ignorance ; by 
ignorance exalted to authority by the countenance of some rhetori- 
cian of the senate, or some mayor of a borough. , 

Whoever has observed the late distribution of militar)’ honours, 
will easily discover tliat they have been attained by qualifications 
very different from bravery, or knowlt^c of the art of war ; he w iU 
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find that regiments and companies are the rewards of a seasonable 
vote^ and that no man can preserve his post in the army^ whether/ 
given him as the reward of acknowledged merit, or sold him for the 
full value, any longer than he employs all his influence in favour of 
the ministry. 

Sir Robert Walpole then said : — Sir, it has been already ad- 
mitted, that the motion can only be objected to as superfluous, and 
therefore all ferther debate is mere waste of time ^yithout any pro- 
spect of advantage j nor is any thing now necessary, but to review 
the motion, and correct such expressions as may be thought inaccu- 
rate or improper. 

That all the half-pay officers are not able to enter in the senice, 
has been already shotvn, and therefore I should imagine, that, in- 
stead of all the officers, \v& might veiy justly substitute officers 'pro- 
perly qualified. 

Sir John Barnard replied : — Sir, though I cannot discover the 
necessity of any alteration, since it cannot be conceived that the se- 
nate can adrise impossibilities, yet since so much accuracy is affect- 
ed, it may be allowed that the w'ord all shall be left out, as seeming 
to imply more than can be intended. 

But the honomrable gentleman is not, in tny opinion, so happy in 
his amendment, as in his objection j for the words properly quali- 
fied convey to me no distinct idea. He that is qualified is, I sup- 
pose, properly qualified, for 1 never heard of improper qualificatioiis ; 
but if the word properly be omitted, I have no objection to the 
amendment. 

This motion was agreed to. 


/ 
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Mr. Wallfr /All datj offered the following motion in writbig, That 
an AttniAZe address he presented to his Majesty, that he will he gra- 
ciously phased to gke dircclioni iAai there may be laid before this 
House copies of tao particular letters written by his Majesty's se- 
cretary of slate to admiral HatWockj which had been addressed for 
before, and of the letters receiicd from admiral Ogle mentioned 
therein i together with all letters written ly ac?mj>al Haddock to 
cifAer of his ilajesly't secrelanet of state, concerning the said let- 
'ters, and the execution of the orders contained therein. 

This motion lie supported by aigumenla to the following cflect j 
—Sir, no man who considers the present situation of our foreign 
affairs, the expence and inefficacy of our military preparations, the 
appearance of negligence in our naral expeditions, and the general 
disappointment of the hopes wlitch the nation had concdied of 
\Ictories, vengeance, and reparations, can, in my opinion, doubt 
the expediency of the motion which I ha% e taken the liberty to 
make. * 

When the expectations of the nation art decci\ ed, it certainly be- 
comes those wiio are deputed to watch over the prosperity of the 
publick, to enquire wlience the disappointment proceeds, and eltljer 
to inform their constituents tliat their uneasiness arises from their 
own error, and that their hopes are destrojeU because they had no 
rational founiition j or to detect the weak management of those hy 
whom the publick measurci have been ill-conducted, or the national 
treasure lias been misajipliedi , i 

With regard. Sir, to the present war, I know not how the nation 
can be charged with having formed uni’casonalile expectations. If 
they considered the speech from the throrle, the most autlientick 
declaration of the intentions of the, government, they found tlwie 
VoL. I, 
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the warmest resentments of the injuries which they had sustained, 
and the strongest assurances of a vigorous prosecution of all those 
measures which might produce s})ccdy recompence and inviolable 
security. 

If they reflect, Sir, on the preparations for war, on the multitude 
of ships, the demand of materials for naval equipments, and the high 
prices at which workmen were retained, they could not but imagine 
that either some mighty attempt was designed, or some formidable 
enemy dreaded, and as tlicy know not whom they had to fear, they 
ascribed the vigour of our proceedings to a resolution of humbling 
om* enemies by one fatal blow, and i‘e-cstablishing our naval domi- 
nion by a single effort. 

And justly. Sir, might they indulge this pleasing imagination, 
with reason might they anticipate a triumph over an enemy whose 
strength beai-s no proportion to the force thatwns fitted out against 
them, and expect that in a few months they should see the ambas- 
sadors of Spain supplicating for peace. 

To raise their expectations yet -higher, their trade w’as suspended 
by an embargo, long continued, and in the strictest manner enforc- 
ed, and the impresses were let loose upon the sailors ,• they saw no- 
tliing omitted, however grievous to the nation, that could contri- 
bute to make it formidable, and bore part of the miseries of war 
without impatience, in hopes of being rewarded by militajy glor}*, 
and repaid by tlie plunder of Spain. 

But, Sir, when so long a time has elapsed, and no account is 
brought of either a victory or a battle, when they hear nothing bbt 
that our fleets have visited several neutral poits, and those of tlie 
enemy sailed unmolested from coast to coast, and when they are 
every day told of the losses of our merchants, are insulted in our 
own channel by the Spanish privateei-s, and receive no relations 'of 
our success upon the shores of our enemies, can it be wondered that 
they suspect the i-eality of our designs, or enquire whence it pro- 
ceeds that their money has been wasted, their trade interrupted, and 
the liberty of their fellow-subjects invaded, to no purpose ? 

But how much more justly. Sir, are they inflamed when they 
hear of the lucky stratagems, or 'daring enterprizes, of those enemies, 
which a just sense of their own superiority had induced them .to 
consider -as vanquished before the battle, and of whom they hadiio 
appreheUsions but ‘that their cowardice would always secure them 
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from vengtance* Horr justly may tlic)' murmur sslicn they read, 
that our fleets leas-cocryiiart of thccncm}*sco\stsshcrc their pre- 
sence js necessary, and liase aflorded the SJnn^aTd^ an opjjortunity 
of ciianging one port for another, as it is most conrenicnt, and at 
length of joining the Frcnc^i squadroas, anti sailing to the defence 
of their Amcncan dominions * 

Alay they not justly, Sir, require of llicir repreaentalires eomo 
leasons for such ine.xplicable conduct "* Maj they not rca‘onabl) de- 
mand an nccount of the arguments which procured their npprobi- 
Hion of measures, which, so far as they can be c\.nmined bj those 
wlio liarc no opportunitj of perusing llie ncccssarj' paixrrs, ap^wnr 
either conardly or lrcacl\crous * 

And what ai^ncr. Sir, can \rc return to such rtmonstranees un- 
less tliii motion be agreed to ’ Urns can we apin-asc the dhoonfcnls 
of our constituents, or dischaige the tnist reptved in us, x>Ithr»ut .a 
very minute and attcntisc cnqulrj into qxtestions thus olncuiaand 
thus important ’ 

* Are we to tell our constituents, that we absohitcl) rely ujHm the 
prudence and fidelity of tla* ministry and admirals, and recommend 
to them the same implicit d«.i>cndcncc ? Arc uc to confess tluit we 
liavc now for two Bcasions xoted In the dark, and apj>ro\cd wKA we 
were not suficred to examine and understand 1 

5 ucl> anwvcr*, ^r, to questions so irasomibie, w ill not contribute 
(o enercase theTcncratlon of the pco;jlc either for oursehes, or our 
constitution} and jet tUU answer, and (his only, thej can rcceixc 
from us, if the papers mentioned in tiie motion I have made arc 
dcriicd. 

Mr. ELUTTEfBucK replied in (he follow ing manner Sir, this 
motion, though so xsamily inged, and so artfully supported, 1 can 
consider only as a repetition of a former motion w hicU was nj»provcd 
by the assembly, so far as it could properly be complied w ith, nor 
wa4 any paper then concealed which it xvould not liavc been ah in- 
jury to the nation to ha\e divulged ’ 

If the design of this motion be fo'prcfenotc the success of the pre- 
sent war^ and the teal with which l£ has been pressed, be incited 
only by the ardour oftrufe patriotism, I doubt not but it will easily 
bexvUhdrawn by (hbSe who arc now^most inclined to support it, 
when they shall reflect that it tdndstothedbcovcry of our scheme*, 

" ^ * K2 
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and to the overthrow of our designs, that it will expose all our con- 
sultations to our enemies, and instruct them how (o annoy us with 
most success, and how to shelter themselves from our intended 
attacks. 

It is the first care. Sir, of every administration, that their mili- 
tary designs should only be tliscovcrcd by the execution of them, 
and that their enemies, by being obliged to guard all parts, should 
be weak in all. If, by laying our papers before ( his House, the Spa- 
niards should come to be informed against ^vhat part of their domi- 
nions our expeditions arc designed, will they not encrease their 
strength, improve their fortifications, and double their vigilance? 
And if we are thus obliged to form new sebemes, must ^vc not im- 
pute the defeat of the former to our outi imprudent zeal, or unsea- 
sonable curiosity? 

Mr. Sandys spoke, to this effect: — Sir, that wc should demand 
the schemes laid for the future conduct, of the war with Spain was 
never propo.scd, nor, as it may reasonably be concluded, ever ima- 
gined ; for what is mentioned in the motion but the papere relat- 
ing to the ti-ansactions of the two hast years ? 

That it should be nccessai 7 to remind gentlemen of the dificrcnce 
between ihc future and the past, would hardly be suspected by any 
man. not accustomed to senatorial controversies and artifices of 
stnte ; and yet in the argument which has been oficrccl against the 
motion, nothing has been asserted but that the ordcis relating to 
past transactions are not to be laid before us, lest the enemy should 
thereby gain intelligence of what we now design against them. 

The nece.ssit.y of secrecy in war needs not be urged, because it 
will not be denied ; but when designs have been laid, and miscar- 
ried, the reasons of that miscarriage may surely be enquired, v^ith- 
out danger of betraying tlic counsels of our country. 

If the negligence of our councils, and the misconduct of our com- 
manders, has been such, that no designs have been pi'emeditated j 
if a \rar has been carried on by chance, and nothing has succeeded 
because nothing has been at tempted ; if our commanders have not 
done ill, and have only done nothing) if they have avoided loss by 
avoiding danger ; wc may surely enquire to whom such proceedings 
are to be imputed Avhetlier the defeat of our designs is to be. 
charged upon the strength of our enemy, or the cowardice of our 
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ofTiccrs,' orwhcll)cr the JnactWityamd npjnirnt ncutraUly of our 
forcfs ij ocfa‘lonrtl by tljc nfj;V»^ncir of our admirals or 0»c iire- 
K)IuUon of our o»vn minbtf}'. 

Tlicre hate l»crn, Sir, nnnj* inrulenta in lliese U<1 two j«r*. of 
^^hicU the ruamlrvatKiU can Ik* of trry little ml\auta;;c to the Sj'a« 
nhrdi. I do not hnmv nhat j>ftmciou» inlellipmcc they can glean 
from an enquiry Inlo the rm'ont fur uhlcli IliddotVo fleet di- 
vidcil. and Ogle ‘cnt to the tlffmce of Minorca, or for nlilch he 
aflcptanls rvlumrd. 

Nor can I conccltc that anro/bantn'^r, except tiat of tc.etrlmcnt 
andditcplnn, can he thmm> Into the liandt oftmr memK-*, thcn>gh 
we «ho»ld 5criou*ly enquire Into no man )i.a« yet pretended to 
undcPfand, the wonderful r*capc«»r tIieSj«anl»hiquat!rou; n tmn»- 
actinn on a\Wrh we had <h\rlt long enotjgh atjtli lliat admiration 
which ignorance prtxluccx, and on which it m-ay not be UuprujJcr at 
length to cnaWe ms (o reason. 

Tint is an allilr, perhaps much better undfr#loo<l by our ene- 
mies than by’oupfchcs, and #5trtly we cannot thrrrforc be afraid of 
informing them of it j at Ica*t finer tlj? fleet las long *I/ice railed 
mtt, and left their cart, we can lianlly be rcstralnrtl In our enqui- 
ries by the fear of dbcuacring smr/uluTf design*, 

‘ Jf, therefure, U Ik* the incontr»tab1r right of the fcnatc to exa- 
mine the conduct of ptibllcl: afTilrf, sshlcli I fuj>j>o^c will fcarcely 
be denied, this ninllofj cannot be njeclril as unscasoaablc, nor can 
the papers be rs'fioetl sslih'mt r«crea«ing Diene »u»picions svidch ore 
already too presalent thiwugh<mt the station. 

Nor, ImWd, for mir tmn raVea, ought we to delay this enquiry 
any longer, leit, by basing long acted ssilhoul 1»cing accountoble, 
the miniiter should form a prescription ngnjust our jirisilcgc, and, 
in lime, (ell us in pLsIti tenus that ssc are his sltscs, and Dint we 
ore not to presume to carry otir examinations, howcsir xolcmuand 
important they may esmtinue to appear, further than he fhall be 
pleased tn permit } and Diat svhatrrcr may be the oplnlim of the 
people that deputes us, or ssbalcs'cr ontirnt clilms we may plead to 
autliority, we arc nosv to ctmslder otirschcs only as tlit* fip]»rcj‘ors 
of the nation, and (he panegyrbfs of the court. 

Mr. WALroLP next rose, and sjkiIvC to thU purpose t— Sir, It can- 
not he denied to be re-wonablc that all Dime ]>apcrs shovdd lie laid 
Iwfore the tciiatc, sshlch can be commmilrntcd ssUhout Iryury to 
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the pubhck. Of this number we may justly imagine the orders 
•sent to the admirals, in which the time of their departure is fixed, 
and many others which may be of use to inform tlie House, but 
cannot enable the enemy to judge either of our force or our 
designs. 

But it is evident, that there must be others included in this mo- 
tion, which our regard for the success of the war, and the prosper- 
ity of our country, ought to determine us to conceal, and such as 
are never exposed by any administration 3 it is therefore proper to 
limit the address to papers of a certain kind, or a cerlain date, 
which may be considered by the House without benefit to our ene- 
mies, and for the examination of which a day or two will be more 
than sufficient. 

Mr. PuLTENEY spoke in substance as follow's ; — Sir, I know not 
what number of papers the wisdom of the administration will allow 
us, but, if we judge by the time proposed to be spent in examina- 
tion, we shall not be distracted with a great diversity of subjects ; 
intelligence will be very penuriously dealt out ; and if we submit to 
their choice of the \vritings wliich shall be laid before us, our en- 
quiry will probably end without any discoveries made either by our 
enemies or ourselves. 

But I hope. Sir, w'e shall not be so cheaply satisfied, nor exposed 
by the fear of one enemy to the insolence of another. I hope w’e 
shall resolutely continue our demands of information, wliile a single 
line is concealed from which any light can be expected. 

There may indeed be circumstances in which our demands, how- 
ever loud, will necessaiily be vain. It is not impossible that we 
may suspect those transactions of deep art, and secret contrivance, 
v/hich have been the consequences of mere indolence, and want of 
consideration. Our great ministers have been perhaps only doing 
nothing, while we have imagined that they were working out of 
sight. 

Misled, Sir, by this notion, we may call for the order's that have 
been dispatched in these' last two years, when perhaps our secreta- 
ries of state have been fattening on their salaries without employ- 
ment, and have slept without care, and without curiosity, .while we 
have been congratulating ourselves upon their vigilance for our 
preserr'ation. 

Or if orders have been given, it is to be considered, that the end 
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of iospecting orders is to compare them with the conduct of the 
admirals to whom they were directed, fewm this compai bon I doubt 
not but many gentlemen expect uncommon dbco'crics; but to 
check all unreasonable hopes before they hare taken possession of 
their hearts, for unreasonable hopes are the parent of disappoint- 
ment, I think it proper to remind them, that to draw any conclu- 
sions from the orders, it is necessary to understand them. 

This consideration alone is suilicient to repress the ardour of en- 
quiry, for every man that has had opportunities of knowing tho 
nxjndeiful accomplishments of our ministjy, the depth of (heir de- 
signs, the subtility of their stratagems, ant! the closeness of their 
reasoning, will easily conceive it probable th-at they might send such 
orders as none but themselves could understand; and what then^ 
will be the consequence of our idle curiosity, but tliat we be led into 
a labyrinth of endless conjectures! For we ha\e long ago found • 
tliat no explanations are to be expected, and that oxw ministry' are 
too wise to dbeover their secrets to their enemies. 

I^t us, therefore, examine the naked facts which ha\c fallen' 
within our observation, and endeavour to inform ourseltcs of the 
meaning of these secret orders by the execution of them. 

Admiral Ogle was dispatched from Haddock’s Hcct to protect lili- 
norca, and, in his absence, the Spanbh squadron sailed away. Per- 
haps ho was ordered to watch Ferrol and Minorca at the same time, ‘ 
and not understanding how tliat was to be done, neglected one 
part of his charge by an attention to the olher ; as a watchman who 
should be employed to guard at once the bank in Zxmdon, and the 
treasury in Westminster. 

Admiral Norris, Sir, sailed latdy forth, I suppose, in pursuance 
of orders, Nvith a very formidable fleet, and after having lost sight 
for some days of the British coast, sailed back again w ith great pre- 
cipitation. Whether his orders were only to sail forth, or whether 
when he examined them farther he could not understand them, I 
pretend not to determine | but it may reasonably be imagined that 
his orders were of the same kind with those of our other admiralj, 
because they produced the same consequences. 

I have been told, that formerly our commanders w ere ordered to 
huTn, sinU, and destroy, and that in those times it was not uncom- 
mon for a British admiral to do much mischief with a strong fleet;' 
but it is evident that the style is since changed, for our admirals are 
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now very inoficnsivoj nnd go out only 1o come back. I therefore 
think the motion higldy necessary., and such as ought to be com- , 
plied with. 

Admiral Nonitis here rose up, and spoke thus: — Sir, I am not. 
conscious that my conduct in any part of my life has exposed me to 
bp justly treated with contempt and ridicule, and what I have not 
deserved I will not bcay. 

If any gentleman in this House can accuse me of having ne- 
glected my duty, or dcseitcd it, let him not spare insults or invec- 
tives, let him now expose my cowardice or my carelassncss, let him 
prove me unworthy of trust or of command. 

But my own conscience acquits me, and I defy any man to pro- 
duce and support his accusation j nor can you. Sir*, who have tims 
cpntemptuously treated nie, allege any thing against me that may 
justify your neglect of decency: that you have transgressed the rules 
of decency is the softest censure that your behaviour admits, and I 
tliink it may with equal propriety be asserted, that you have broken, 
the laws of justice. 

Mr. PuLTENBY replied in this manner: — Sir, I shall submit to 
you, and all w’ho hear me, whether I have treated the honourable 
gentleman’s name with any contemptuous freedom of speech. The 
usual method of mentioning an expedition is that of naming the 
commander, who is not thereby necessarily included in the censure 
of an unsuccessful attempt, and I am very far from calling his cou- 
rage and capacity into question. 

Not that I shall ever think it necessary to make an apolog}' for 
expressing my sentiments with freedom as a member of this House, 
in which I shall, always speak what I think, and in what manner it 
shall appear to me most proper, nor shall I fear to repeat without, 
doors what I say here. 

Sir E-obeht WALroim next rose up, and spoke to this purpose : 

Sir, as I am not acquainted with any measures j)urstied by the 
adrninistration, which it is their particular interest tp conceal, I. 
ani desirous that all papers should be laid before . the House which 
will not aiford our enemies any opportunity of obviating our 
designs. '■ 

What necessity there is for this address I cannot indeed discover, 

* Addressing himself to Mr. Pultency. 
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cause I know not any foundation for suspicion of either JicglU 
nco or treachery, which liave been both insinuated in tljis 
bate. ^ ’ 

Nor are the ministry, however ludicrously their abilities ha^e '• 
en treated, afraid of discorcring^ tlieir ignorance, by lajang before 
e Ho\ise the orders which they haie giten to our adroiralsj orders 
which they are far from doubting that they will appear, upon a 
ndid examination, rational and proper. 

The chief objection to this motion arises from its nnreasonable- 
ss, and the necessity which it ^vJU produce of assigning to a fruit- 
53 enquiry those hours that may be more usefully employed. 

Mr. Pitt replied in terms to the effect following:— Sir, it is my 
jjnvon, that our time cannot be more usefully employed during a 
ar, than in examining how it has been conducted, and settling the 
jgree of confidence that may be reposed in those to whose care are 
atrusted our reputations, our fortunes, and our ]i\es. 

There is not any enquiry, Sir, of more importance than this : it 
not a question about an uncertain privil^e, or a law, which if 
)und incons enient may hereafter be repealed j we are now to e.xa- 
line whether it is probable that we shall preserre our commerce 
nd our independence, or ivhether we are sinking into suty ection to 
foreign power. 

But this enquiry. Sir, will produce no great infoj*maUoa, if those 
diose conduct is examined are allowed to select the evidence. For 
-hat accounts will they exhibit but such as haie often already 
een laid before us, and such as they now offer ivithout concern ? 
ccounts obscure and fallacious, imperfect and confused j . from 
^hich nothing can be learned j and which can never entitle the mi- 
lister to praise, though they may screen him from punishment. 

Mr. PEtHAM spoke as follows ; — Sir, 1 am confident that no man 
ngaged in the administration, desires to be screened from the most 
igorous enquiry, or would defer to exhibit the papers a moment 
or any other reason than his regard for the publick. 

I am confident, that nothing could so much contribute to adrance 
he particular and distinct interest of the ministry as the publication 
)f all the writings that relate to the present ivar, by which it would 
ncontestably appear, that nothing has been omitted that could pro- 
[note our success, that our commanders liave been sent out with 
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orders to net with the utmost %-igour, and tliat our preparations 
have been not disproportioned to the importance of our design. 

It will appear that no former ministry have given greater j)roors 
of their zeal for the publick interest, or have more steadily ptir- 
sued the most proper measures by which it might be advanced. 

I am uot indeed certain that, tliosc who no^vcall so loudly for in- 
formation would be prevailed on by any degree of evidence to sus- 
pend their censures, Tliem, v/bo arc now dissalislicd, I shall de- 
spair of intlucncing by reason or testimony; for they seem to en- 
quire only to condemn ; nor is this motion, perhaps, made so ranch 
for the sake of obtaining information, as of harassing the ministry 
with delays, and suspending affairs of greater importance. 

This motion w.as .agreed to, and upon another motion made by 
Tvlr. Sandys, it was resolved, 

" That an humble address be jwesonted to liis IMajesty, that 
lie will be graciously pleased to give directions, that tlierc 
may be laid before this House a copy of the reasons sent by 
admiraLCavendisb, in pursuance of an order from the cont- 
missioners of the admiralty, which had retarded tiic sailing 
of admiral Ogle’s squadron, so much beyond expectation.” 

Likctvisc, 

“ That an humble address be presented to Ins Majesty, that he - 
' will be graciously pleased to give directions, that there 
may be laid before this House a copy of the reasons trans- 
mitted by admiral Ogle, that did prevent him from sailinrr, 
pursuant to Ins repeated orders for that jjurposc, anti parti- 
cularly to those sent him by the commissioners of the 
admiralty.” 
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Mr. Sandj-s this (lay presenled a Ptotion in tcriling, Jar peliliomn^ 
his Majesty to inform them alien the rcsency recciceil inteWgenee 
that the French and Spanish squadrons sailed, tchek teas seconded 
asfollotcs by Mr. IVallcr : 

Sir, the information no>v morej for, apponrs to me an necessary 
in our deliberations on the conduct of the irar, that witliout it we 
can only conjecture in the dark, and enlan^lc ouraclt cs In an inex- 
tricable labjTinth. - - 

It is well known, that in war all motions art in a great degree to 
be regulated by tho?e of tlie enemy, and tliat therefore no ilgilance 
is to be spared by which any knowledge con be gained of ilicir de- 
signs, nor any methods omitted of communicating Uiem to those 
who lutve the direction of the war. 

A ministry may, in conducting military operatinns, disappoint 
the expectations of their countiy, cither by ntgiecling to procure 
inteUigence, or hj failing to make use of those opportunities which 
seasonable information jmls into llicir ponei, and they may, when 
their designs failof success, justify tbcmsclvcs, by proving tint they' 
■were deceiied by intelligence which it wws reasonable to belieie, 
or that better intelligence waa not attainable, or that the}* made 
use, however unsuccessfully, of all the forces that could then be 
employed, and of all (Iw advantages that were then in their pos- 
session. 

But how shall wc ju^ of our admini'itratioo, how shall wc 
know what conBdence we ought to repose in their prudence and 
fidelity, and what miscarriages arc to be attributed to the chanco 
of war or superior force of our enemies, if we cannot be informed 
with what diligence they endeavour at information, and how early 
they harx notice of the motions of the enemy ? 

The sailing, or rather escape, of the Ftrrol sqiiadroni and depar- 
ture of the French fleet, arc the most important’events of the pre- 
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jcntwarj events that threaten very tlanp'rmi- con-cquenrts, no 
less than descents upon onr American colonic-!, the coiKpie^t of our 
dominions, the slaveiy of our fellow-sulijcetf, and p-nhaps the de- 
struction oflhc l)rave Vernon, who is scenic in the ininyiucd vigil- 
ance of the other commanders, and may perhaps jn a few days fc'- 
himself surrounded hy formidable septadrons of difli-reul. nation^, 
and exposed to (he attack of forces to wliieh his little fleet benmno 
. proportion.' 

Nothing' a jipcais more evident, than that we had ojtjiort unities 
of observing at least all the pj-epanilions of the IVeneh, and of 
watching the moment of their departure, and that oitr force on the 
c'oast of Spain was sufiicionl to have ennfiriod their fieets for ever 
in their harboui's, or to have dcsti-oved them at their fir-t enfianco 
into the open seas, of which wo may juMly enquire, why It nas not 
attempted, hut shall cmiuirc to no purj)OFc till we know when they 
departed, that, we may consider the state of our own forces, arul • 
whether our enemies escaped by our negligence, eowanlicc, or 
weakness. 

Mr. WiNNiNGTON then spoke, to the following puiqinsc: — Sir, 
that we cannot' dclibcnitc upon subjects which we do not under- 
stand, and that, therefore, no nccr««ary or u.=efnl infomiation ought 
to he denied to the House, I shall readily admit ; hut umst ohsen'c, 
at the same time, that the reputation of the House vvould he verv' 
little consulted, in demanding information which cannot be given. 

,To address his Majesty to inform us of the lime at which the 
squadrons of our enemies sailed, i.s to enquire of him what it ought 
to be the highest care of those jirinccs to conceal from him, and 
which he can only know, hy having si)ic5 in their privy councils. 

And of what importance is it to enquire wliat intolligcncc w.as 
brought him, or wlien he received it, if it ajiprars that his intelli- 
gence must be in its own nature uncertain and duhitahlc ? 

. That they have left their ports is now ccitain, because they have 
been twice discovered in different parts of the woild ; hut, as we can 
now only form conjectures on their designs and courses, so, before 
they sailed, it was impossible to know when tliey were fully equip- 
ped, or what time was fi.xed for their departure. It is to he remera- 
•bered, that they form their measures, and make their preparations, 
in their own dominions, and therefore, have more advanta"-cs of 
concealing their sphemes, than -we of discovering them. 
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Mr. Atlrocate Campbeii. then;Spoke thus; — Sir, this mofion, 
which has beea represented as unreasonable and absurd, is, in my 
opinion, not only proper, but important, • . 

It is important, because it will enable ns to judge, upon sufficient 
foundations, of the conduct of the minlstr)', who arc censured by 
the voice of the nation, for hasdng been either defecthc in vigil- 
ance or in activity, for having been either ignorant by their own. 
feultofthe designs of the enemy, or perfidiously passive in per- 
mitting the execution of them. » 

- I am far from believing tliat such intelligence, as our minbtry is 
expected to procure, requires any uncommon subtilty, or any other 
agents than are dways emplt^ed by every minister, to tvansrait to 
them informations fiom foreign courts. Such, I am afraid, aie 
always hovering about our consultations, and I know not why our 
ministers should he less diligent or less successful than those of 
other princes. 

. If, therefore, such intelligence might have been obtained, it tvas 
criminal not to obtain it j and if the departure of the Spanish squa- 
dron was foreseen, it ought to be enquired, why it was not pre- 
vented } and if it was only known when it was too late to hinder it 
from sailing, why it was not pursued, or why succours were not im- 
mediately dispatched to admiral Vernon. 

All these questions can only be resolved, in consequence of the 
information which his Mjyesty shall give us j and for which, it ib 
therefore, in my opinion, necessary to petition. 

Mr. Henry Pelham spoke next, to this purpose -Sir, how tlie 
regency could he informed of the intention, of the Spaniards, to lea.ve. 
their ports till it appeared by their departure, or by what means it 
can be e,xpected that his Majesty should be now acquainted with 
their particular course, or farther designs, I confess mjself unable 
to conceive. 

With regard. Sir, to the intdligence trasmitted from foreign 
courts byagenta and spies, a little consideration will easily disebver 
that it is not to be trusted Fop what can be generally expectevl 
from them, but that th^ should catch flying reports, or by ciiance 
intercept uncertain whispers; that they should enquire timorously, 
and therefore, for the greatest part, of those from wliom no satisfac- 
tory accounts can be reedvedj and that they should often endeavour 
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to deserve tlieir salai’ies iby such information as is Tather pleasing 
than true ? 

All the knowledge that can he obtained of an enemy"’ s designs, 
must arise from a- diligent comparison of one circumstance with an- 
other, and from a .general view of his force, his interest, and his op- 
portunities; And that such conjectures will be often erroneous, 
needs not be told, 

. Probability, therefore, is, in such enquiries, all that can be at- 
tained j and he that sits idle in the time of war, expecting certain 
intdligenoe, will see his enemies enjoying the advantages of his 
folly, and la3dng hold on a thousand opportunities ^Yhich he has 
neglected to improve. 

- The w-ar in which we are now engaged, has been carried on by 
the administration with thc utino-steliligence and vigourj nor have 
any measures been omitted that could probably produce success, 
and the success of the wisest measures is only probable. 

^ .Should the great admiral who is now present in the house, have 
met the French and -Spaniards in the open seas, by what art could 
he arrive at a certain knowledge of their designs ? He might by his 
acquaintance with the situation and^tate of neighbouring countries, 
tlie observation of tlieir course, the periods of particular winds, and 
other hints of observation, form probable conjectures, but could 
nevei’ reach to certainly or confidence. 

It seems to me, therefore, Iiighly improper, to petition his Ma- 
jesty for intelligence which he cannot be imagined to have received j 
and I cannot agree to any motion for Hiat purpose. 

Mr. Sandys then made another motion, to address his Majesty, 
that there may be laid before the House copies of all letters 
received from, or written to, admiral VernOn since his go- 
ing to the West Indies. Which being seconded, 

Mr. Pelham spoke to this effect: — Sir, this motion, if the inten- 
tion of it he limited by proper restrictions, is -doubtless reasonable 
and just 3 for the right of .this House to examine into theconduct of 
publick affairs, and consequently to call for the papers necessaiy to 
enlighten their enquiries, is arot to be disputed. 

But, as tlie end of all such enquiries is the promotion of the pub- 
lick welfare, so they are not lobe made in a manner by which that 
end inay -be defeated. Papers are not to -be demanded, which can- 
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not be produced without diseo^eringourown secrets, and acquaint- 
ing our enemies either with that weakness wliich wc ought care- 
fully to eonce^ or that force which will be most eflcctnally em- 
ployed if it is notknmMi, and therefore no preparations arc made 
to oppose it. • 

It cannot be imagined, Irut tint many of the papers which havo 
pas’^ed between the admiralty, and tl\c commander in America, 
contmn plans for the prosecution of the war, observations on the 
conditions of our own colonics, and, pcrliaps, intelligence of the 
estate of the Spanish fortresses and towns. Many informations of 
the utmost consequence to our enemies may be ■collected from 
those papers, but nothing can be expected from them, that will 
onable us to pro'ecutc a senatorial enquiry with more success, 
tliat will put it in our power to disemer frauds, negligence, or 
treacheiy. , 

Tlierc arc, Sir, oUierpapere which may indeed be laid before us. 
Without any bene'fit to our enemies, and perhaps witli some adran- 
tage to ouRches : the papers which contain the oecompts of our 
pTepatations and stores, the lists of our forces, and the calculation 
©four expellees, are the proper subjects of senatorial enquiries -j and 
if the motion be restrained to those, I beltere it wilt not be oppo«cd 
by any gentleman engaged in the adminlstralion of our afiairs. I 
shall beg leaic to propose thcsc'Words may be addeil, " So far as 
the same relate to a supply of ships, marines, orTand iora*s." 

The motion, thus amended, was agreed to. 
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February 13j 1740-1. 

UEBATE ON ADDRESSING IIIS MAJESTY TOR REMOVING SIR ROBERT 

WALPOLE. 

The opposition which for a long time had been made in the Com- 
mons to the measures of the administration, was, on this daij, 
pushed to a crisis, and produced a motion in both Houses. In 
the House of Lords it occasioned the following debate. 

Lord Carteret began in this manner: — My J.Drds, as the mo- 
tion which I am about to make is of the highest importance, and of 
the most extensive consequences ; as it cannot hut meet with all the 
opposition which the prejudices of some, and the interest of others^ 
can paisc against it j as it must have the whole force of ministerial 
influence to encounter, without any assistance but from justice and 
reason 5 I hope to be excused by your Lordships foi‘ sjiending some 
time in endeavouring to show, that it wants no other sujiport, that 
it is not founded upon doubtful suspicions, but upon uncontcstable 
facts j that it is not dictated by private interest, but by the sinccrest 
regard to publick happiness j not abetted by the personal malevo- 
lence of particular men, but enforced by the voice of the people j a 
voice which ought always to be attended to, and gcneiully to be 
obeyed. 

To endeavour, my Lords, to remove from places of publick trust 
all those who appear to want either the virtues or abilities necessary 
for executing their offices, is the interest of every member of a com- 
munity. And it is not only the interest but the duty of all those 
who are either by the choice of the people, or by the right of birth, 
invested with the power of inspecting publick affairs, and entrusted 
with the general happiness of their country. That therefore every 
motive combines to make it the duty, and every argument concurs 
to prove it the privilege, of yoin- Lordships, is too evident to be 
doubted. 
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How often tlvis privilege lias been exerted by this House, and how 
often it lias rescued our countiy from oppression, insolence, and 
rapine; how often our constitution lias been re-animntcd, and im- 
pending ruin been averted by it, a svijxsrficial acquaintance vvith 
history may inform us. And wc are now called upon by the uni- 
versal cty of the nation, and urged by the perplexed and uncertain 
state of our foreign affairs, and declension of our wealth, and attacks 
upon our liberties at liomc, to recollect tlicse prccetlcnts of mag- 
nanimity and justice, and to make anotlvcr effort for the relief of 
o'ur countrj'. 

This House, my Lords, lias proceeded against ministers whose 
conduct they disapproved, by methods of greater or less severity, 
according to the necessity of affairs, or the supposed malignity of 
the crimes alleged against them; and therefore haic sometimes 
thought it necessary to deter posterity from imitating them by 
rigorous censures and cvcmpbiy punishments, and sometimes hmq 
thought it sufficient to set the nation free from its distresses, with- 
out inflicting any jicnallics on those by whose misconduct they 
imaginctl (hem producctl. 

\Vliat were the more violent and vindictive methoiU of jiro* 
ceeding it is not necessary, with rcganl to this motion, to c.vaminc j 
since I shall only propose, that we should, in imitation of our pj*c- 
deccssors in cases of this nature, humbly aiklrcss his Majesty iw re- 
move tlie minister from hu presence and councils. 

Nothing, my Lords, can be mom moderate or tender than such 
an address, by which no punishment is inflicted, nor any forfeiture 
exacted. The minister, if he be innocent, if his misconduct be only 
the consequence of his ignorance or incajiacity, may lay down in 
jicace an office for wHcb nature b.'is not designed him, enjoy the 
vast profits of long employment in tranquillity, and escape the re- 
sentment of an unliappy people; who,whenirritatcdto the highest 
degree, by a continuation of the same miscarriages, may, perhaps, 
in the heat of a more malcv olent prosecution, not sufficiently dis- 
tinguish between inability and guilt. 

Those, therefore, among jour Lordships, that tliink him honest ' 
but mistaken, must willingly agxtjc to a motior\ like this, as the 
best expedient to appease the people Without the ruin of the mi- 
nister. For surely no man who has read tlie lustory, or is 
acquainted with the temper, of tins nation, can expect (liat the 

VoL. 1. ' L 
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people will always Fear to sen honduis, favmns, and preferments, 
distributed by the direction of one «niver.sally suspect ed of cornip- 
tion and^ arbitraiy measures j or will look only xvitb silent cn^y 
upon the afliuence of those wdiom they bclic\c to be made great by 
fraud and plunder, swelled to insolence by the prosperity of guilt, 
and advanced to wealth and luxury by publiclc miseries. 

■ Such of your Lordships who join with the people in ascribing our 
present unhappy .sl.'itc not to the errms, Imt to the crimes, of the 
minister, and wlio therefore think a bare removal not .suflicicnt to 
satisfy the demands of justice, mush doubtless give their consent to 
the motion, for the sake of obtaining ])ro]ier Cv idcncc of his wick- 
edness, which cannot be ex):cctcd while he stands cKalted in piuspc- 
rity, and distributes the riches of the nation, and the gifts of his 
sovereign, at his own choice; while he is in posses.sion of cvciy mo- 
tive that can influence the mind, enforce secrecy, and confirm fide- 
lity; while he can bribe the avaricious, aud intimidate the fearful ; 
wliilc he can'cncrcase the gratification of luxury, and enlarge the 
pi'ospects of ambition. For, my Lords, if it be considered from 
whom this evidence must be drawn, it will soon ap])car that no 
very important discoveries can be made, but by those vvhom he has 
eutrastecl with his secrets, men whose disregard of virtue recom- 
mended them to his favour, and w'ho, as they arc moved only by 
interest, will continue faithful while they can hope for rccompencc; 
but may, perhaps, be willing to buy their own security by .‘sacrificing 
their miister, when they shall see no farther prospect of advantage 
from serving him, or any other method of escaping punisliracnt. 

But, my Lords, all must allow this motion to be I'casonablc, 
whatever they think of the minister’s conduct, who arc of opinion 
that a free people have a right of complaining when they feel op- 
pression, and of addressing the crown to remove a minister that 
lias incurred their universal detestation. 

■ That such is the condition of the present minister, I believe, 
will scarcely be denied ; or may be discovered by those who find 
themselves inclined to doubt it, by asking any man whom they 
shall accidentally meet, what ai’e his sentiments on the situation of 
national affairs, and of the hands by which they are administered. 
What answer he will receive is well known to most of your Lordships. 
Let him not be satisfied with a single suffrage • let him repeat the 
question to ten thousand persons, different in their ages, their con- 
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ditions, and religioxis opinions, in every thing that produces con- 
ti-ariety of dispoaitlohs and aOectiofas, he will ^el find ihem Uh&ril- 
tnous in complaining of publick misasnduct, and in censuring onb 
gentleman as the author of it. 

Let us not my Lawk, that these, accusations and tmlt- 

murt are confinetl to the lowest cla<3 of iKc people, to men hhose 
constant attention tO more iimncdialc distresses hinders them fvoni 
making ekeursions beyond their own emplo)rachts. For though 
perhaps it might be made evident from the dccounU of pait times, 
that no general dis;aUsfaction, men among men of this rarik, \\t^ 
e\er groUndle&>} though it might beurgedthht those who iCc 1 Vtle 
can only damour, because they feel themselves oijprOs®edj and 
though it might hot unseasonably be hintM that they are ht least 
FormidaWe for their numlicrs, nndliave somfcthncs executed that 
justice which they had not interest to ptociirc, and trampled Ujwn 
that insolence that has darc.l to defy thcnij jtl 1 shall not ih^ht 
upon such motives, because it is notorious that di'content il cpidc* 
mical in ill ranks, and that condition and obscrvalion arc far from 
appeasing it. 

Whether the dlscohtcnt lh(is general is groundlctj, ivhtlhcr it is 
raised only by the false in-lmiations of the disappointed hnil the 
wicked aits of the envious, tvhtlher it 1', id exception to nil thO 
maxims of govelnmcnt, the firet dislike of ari adminlstratiori that 
dver oveispitad a naliolt Without just reasons, deserves to be en- 
quired into. ' 

In this enqUir^, nly Lords, it will be nbccs^aiy to fconsider not 
only tlie state of domcstick aflairs, cncrcase or dimmutioii Of bur 
debts, the seemity oi violation of our liberties, the freedom tir d^- 
jicndencc of our senates, ahd the prosperity or dcclensidn bf d(ir 
trade, but to examine the State of this nblion with regatd to fb- 
feign pdWOrs , tOeiiquIih,whctHcr Weare cljually feared ahU et^uillj’ 
trusted now as in former administrations, whether our allidnccd 
have Contributed to secure u^frbnt ouf inveterate ahd habitual ehe- 
mies^ or to expose US to thcmj whether the balance oFEiunpe be 
s'till in our hands 5 and vvhctlier, dtirlfrg this long interval 6f peace/ 
our power lids enef^fed in the same Jiro^ortion with tliat of oUr 
neighbours. 

'France, rny Lord^, is thfe constant ahd hereditary Cnemy of Brli 
tons, s6 much divided ff oih her ia religion, ^o\ erntrieht, and ift- 
. L2 
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terest, that they cannot both be prosperous togethei;; as the in>- 
fluence of one rises, that of the other must by consequence decline. 
Alliances may form a temporary show of friendship, but it cannot 
continue: for their situation produces a natural rhalship, which 
every accidental circumstance has contributed to encrease. Long 
wars for many reigns after tire Conquest established a radical and 
insuperable hatred between us ; nor did those wars cease till the Re- 
formation produced new occasions of jealousy and aversion. France 
was by these reasons obliged for many ages to employ all her in- 
fluence and policy in' strengthening herself against us, by treaties 
and alliances j and in our tiiuQS has given us a new reason for jea- 
lousy by extending her commerce, and improving her manufactures 

It has been, therefore, my Lords, the settled principle of e\ery 
wise administration, of every Briton whose opinions wei'e not regu- 
lated by some other motives than those of reason, to attend with 
the highest degree of vigilance to all the designs of the French, and 
oppose with incessant diligence every attempt to encrease their force, 
or extend their influence, and to check their conquests, obstruct 
their alliances, and forestal their trade. 

For this great end it has been our constant endeavour to support 
the Austrian family, whose large dominions and numerous forces 
make a counter-balance on the continent to the power of France. 
For this end we entered into a long war, of which we still languish 
under the consequences, squandered the lives of our countrymen, 
and mortgaged the possessions of our posterity. For failing in the 
prosecution of this purpose, for leaving France too formidable, and 
neglecting the interests of the Emperor, was the ti’eafy of Utrecht 
censured, and the authors of it prosecuted, by the present minister j 
but how much he has improved the errors of his predecessors to his 
own advantage, how diligent he has been to rectify the miscarriages 
of their conduct, and supply the defect, I shall endeavour to ex- 
plain. 

It is well known, my Lords, that dui’ing the regency of the Duke 
of Orleans, we had nothing to ajiprehend from French machina- 
tions ; his interest, a tye which that nation is seldom found to 
break, held him steady to his engagements with us ; nor is it less 
known how much he distrusted Spain, and how little by conse- 
quence he favoured her. We had at that time no necessity of 
anxiously attending to every whisper of tlie French court, which 
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^tvs sufllcien'tly engaged in regulating their domestick afikirs, and 
repairingthe ruins of a (lestructhe %\ar} but, my Lords, ive ought 
to obser\e, that it liad been hapj^ for us had our minister laboured 
with equal address at tlic same employment. 

After the death of this Duke the affairs of Prance were restoied 
to their former situalion, her old schemes were re\ived, her ancient 
alliances cultivated, and her general interest pursued. Spain was 
again considered as the power which had the same views with her, 
and which could neverrtval, but might ahmjs assUt her. 

Tills alliance, my I^rdj, was intended to have been unalterably 
confirmed by a marriage, but ns no iiuman policy can fomr measures 
certain of success, an irrcconcUeable hati’cdwa^ neaily produced by 
the measure intended to confirm a settled and indissoluble friendship. 
The Infanta was sent hack after her arrival in France, an affront 
which no nation would sOon hare forgot, but 'which the general 
character and habitual sentiments of the Spaniards inclined them to 
wsent bejond any other ))eoplc. To any one acquainted withtlieir 
character in this respect, it will readily appear, that no other insult 
nr injury could so sensibly affect them, or excite so eager a desire 
ofievenge. This, my Lonls, the sagacity of our minister should 
hare discov cred : thb opportunity should have been improv ed witli 
the utmost care, by which Spain and France might possibly liave 
been tlisunited for ages, and Britain have gained such advantagesas 
would have mavie her the sole arbitress of Eurojvc. 

The Spaniards were not deficient on their side, nor did they ne- 
glect to court our friendaWp, but gave us the highest jiroof of their 
confidence hy offering ua the sole mediation of their differences with 
the Emperor of Germany ; but at this time it vvas,‘that the gentle- 
man whose conduct I am examining, obtained the chief influence 
in our councils, and by his j/cculiar penetration discovered, tliat 
nothing was to be done which might give the least offence to the 
French. We therefore refu'ed to mediate, unless French ministers 
might be associated with ours, which the Spaniards had too much 
spit it to consent to. « , > 

>. Thus, my Lords, was neglected the first opportunity of forming 
gainst the French an alliance by which they might have been aw ed 
in all theii designs, .and by which the peace of Europe might have 
been long pi-eserved. 

‘ The Spaniards, finding that wcwould not undertake to reconcile 
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tbcir differences with the Emperor of Germany, and continuing 
their abhorrence of French mediators, concluded, wi( hout. the inter-, 
vention of any other power, a ti’caty both of peace and alliance with, 
his Imperial Majesty. 

This, my Lords, was the famous treaty of Vienna, the so\ircc of 
so many projects and expedients, of so much terror and solicitude, 
of such immense expences and perplexed negotiation's. This treaty, 
a paper, innocent and well-meaning, which related only to the con- 
tracting parties, kept, for some time this nation in alarms, in ajiprc- 
hensions of conspiracies, and expectations of invasions. 

To this treaty, had we singly regarded our own aflairs, withovit 
ajjplying to France for instructions, we ought to have acceded, by 
which we should have divided the interest of the House ofBourbon, 
broken the combination of these pontifical powem, and, by improving 
one lucky incident, ol)tained what our aims and our politicks had 
never hitheilo been able to accomplish. 

But the Ercncli, sensible of their danger, and well acquainted; 
with our minister, contrived an expedient which indeed, wpuld not 
.often have succeeded, but which was so well .adapted to, the intel- 
lects of this gentleman that it extricated them from all tjicir diffi-. 
culties. • 

They, told us, ray Lords, and, what is yet more wonderful, they 
prevailed upon us to believe, that in this dreadful treaty of Vienna, 
it was stipulated between the German Emperor and Spain, that they 
should employ, their joint forces against Britain, that they should 
exalt the Pretender to the throne, take immediate possession of 
Gibraltai’, and ■without mercy debar us for ever from our trade both, 
in Spain, and in tlie VYestern Indies. 'Pli.is his late Majesty was ad- 
vised to assert in his speech from the throne, which I desire may be 
read. 

Of which the following clauses were read, : 

"• My, Lords and Gentlemen, 

The distressed condition of some of our religious brethren; 
abroad, and the negotiations and engagements entered, into by 
some foreign powers, which seem, to have laid, the foundation, 
of new troubles and disturbances in. Europe, and. to- threaterr 
my subjects with the loss of several of the most advantageous 
.branches of their trade, obliged me, without any loss of time. 
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to concert with other powers such measures as mlglitgirea 
cheek to the slew oF those who are endeavouring 

to render themselres formidable, and put a stop to the farther 
progress of such dangerous designs, > For these ends I have eni 
tered into a defensive alliance with the French King, and the 
King of Prussia, to which scvcfral oilier powers, and particu- 
larly the Dutch, have been invited to accede, and I have not 
the least reason to doubt of their concurrence.^ This treaty 
shall in a short time be laid befhre you. 

** By these means, and by your support and assistance,’! trust in 
God, I shall be able not only to secure to my own subjects the 
enjoyment of many valuable rights and privileges, long since 
acquired for them by the most solemn treaties, but effectually 
to preserve the peace and .balance of Europe, the only view 
and end of all tny endeavours. 

** It is not to be doubted, but the enemies to my government 
will conceive hopes, that some favourable opportunity for re- 
newing their attempts may offer, from the prospect of new 
troubles and commotions : they are already very busy by theitr 
insiTuments and emi«saries in those courts whose measures 
seem most to favour their purposes, in soliciting and promot- 
ing the cause of the Pretender; hut I persuade myself, notwith- 
standing the countenance and encouragement they may have 
received, or flatter themselves with, the provision you shall 
make for the safety and defence of the empire, will effectually 
secure me from any attempts from abroad, and render all such 
projects vain and abortive. 

“ When the woild shall see that you will not su05r tlie British 
crown and nation to be menaced and insulted, those, who most 
envy the present Iiappincss and" tranquillity of this, empire; and 

- arc endeav'ouring to make us subservient to their ambition, 
will consider their own'intercst and circuinstanrcs before they 
make any attempt upon so brave a people, strengthened and 
supposed by prudent and pov.cifiii alliances, and, though de- 
sirous to‘ pieservc the peace, abk and ready to. defend thent- 
selves against the cUbrts of all'aggrcs’ois. Such resolutions 
and such- measures timely taken, I am satisfied,, zye the most 
efll'ctual means of preventing a wur, and continuing to us the 

‘ blessingt of ijcaco and prosperity.’* , 
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Wio' would not have been terrified, my I^ords, at' a treaty like 
•this ? Our religion was to be destroyed, our government subverted, 
and our trade reduced to nothing. What could a ministiy thus in- 
timidated do, but resign themselves implicitly to the direction of a 
kind neighbour that promised to shelter them from the storm ? 

There have been ministers, my Lords, in former times, ^vho, upon 
hearing such a representation, would have considered, that Britain 
was an-island, that tlie Pretender could not be forced upon us ^vith- 
out an army, and that an aimy could' not be transported without 
ships, that the Emperor of Germany had neither navies nor ports, 
that Gibraltar might be easily supplied with every thing requisite 
for its defence, and that any attempt made by S])ain to injure our 
trade, might easily be punished by intercepting their plate-fleets. 

They would then have considered whether attempts so imj)ro- 
bable, and stipulations so absurd and ridiculous, ought to be credited 
upon the information of an ambassador’s secrctaiy, who, as he jjro- 
posed to reveal his master’s secrets for a bribe, might as probably 
take another reward for imposing u])on those whom he pretended 
to inform. Those, therefore, who advised his Majesty to assert to 
the senate what they knew from no better authority, those whose 
daring insolence could make their sovereign instrumental in alann- 
ing the people with false terrors, and oppressing them with un- 
necessary burthens, well deserve to feel a senatorial censure. 

But our ministers, my Lords, were too much frighted to make 
such reflections : they imagined that destruction was hanging over 
us, and, in a dread of arbitrary government, ojjpression, and pcmc- 
cution, concluded at Hanover a treaty with tlie Fi ench. 

Thus the French gained, our confidence, and raised in us n dis- 
trust of both the powers with whom it was our interest to be united 5 
but the alliance of the Emperor of Germany with Spain made them 
still uneasy : and therefore they detennined once more to make our 
credulity instrumental in procuring a reconciliation between them 
and the Spaniards. 

To effect this, they kindly gave us intelligence, that when the 
Spaniards should receive their treasure from the Western- Indies, 
they designed to employ it in favour of the Pretender, and that 
therefore it was necessary to intercept it. This advice was thank- 
fully listened to, a fleet ^vas fitted out, and thousands were sa- 
crificed without any advantage j tor the French not only forbore 
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to assist us in the expedition, but forbade us to seize the treasure 
\vhcn v> e had found it. 

The Spaniards, apprehendm^thcmseltcs attacked, omitted no op- 
portunity of sliowing their resentment; they seized our ships, 'and 
laid siege to Gibraltar, while our new alhcs looked quietly on, and 
expected the e\ent of their Qv\n scheme, which was far from being 
defeated by our poUcy j for the Spaniards, finding the return of 
their American re%enues lusujicrably obstructed, and knowing that 
the Ernperor of Germany, that emperorwho was to imade Britain, 
had not any power e>cn to assist them, were obliged to have re- 
course to tlic nation which thc\ then hated, and to forghe the past 
affront, that they might obtain their ^>od offices in this exigence. 

But, my Lords, it iras not sufficient for the designs of theErench, 
tJjat they had rccorercd their ancient allies the Sjanianls, unless 
they could disunite them from the Emperor of Germany ; thisitrvas 
likewise oar interest to prevent, and )ct this likewise we enabled 
them to effect; for they prerallcd upon us to promise in our stipu- 
lations watU the Spaniards, what they had not the least claim to de- 
mand, that Spanish, instead of neutral troops, should be introduced 
into Italy, to secure certain successions there to a son of the queen 
of Spain, 

With what reluctance the Emperor of Germany would consent to 
sec troops placed in the proMiiccs bordering upon his dominions, 
which would certainly on the first occasion be employed to insade 
them, it was easy to foresee, and with what degree of good-will lie 
would regard those by whom they were introduced ; yet, my Lords, 
such was the influence of Trance, and so ardent our desire of di- 
serting Spain from setting the Pretender upon the throne of Bri- 
tain, that we complied at all esents, without any prospect or pro- 
mise of advantage. 

Thus were the Spanmnls, by being persuaded to make this de- 
mand, and we, by granting it, brought equally to ill terms with 
the Emperor of Germany j and France was, by procuring such 
agreeable conditions to the Spaniards, again considertnl as tbtu 
most useful ally. ; 

That nation, my Lords, is in a very unhappy state, which is re- 
duced to admit such termsas mediators are pleased to prescribe. We 
durst not refuse the introduction of Spanish troops, nor durst we 
introduce them without the Emperor of Germany’s wnsent, which. 
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however, he granted at an easy nite, for lie demanded only that we 
should become guarantees of (he Pragmatic Sanction. I'liin we 
gladly agreed to, and thought oui'sclvcs so happy in inrrcha^ing so 
cheaply an opportunity of ingixiliuting omvclvcs with Spain, that we 
dcsii'cd no other rccoinjicncc. 

This treaty with the Emperor of Germany was however, by no 
means improper, nor coulil we, after the errors which harl been 
committed, do any thing more clTectual to prcsenc the balance of 
Europe, and re-establish our credit. 

But, my Lords, this only treaty, which it was for our interest to 
make, seems to have been made without any intention of ol>.cning 
it ; for about this time all the northern powers were alanned by the 
approaching election of Poland, and every nation that had any 
thing either to hope or fear from the event of it, endeavoured to 
influence it. 

How’ this election was determined, my Lords, and by what mean-', 
it is unnecessary to rclatc ; hut it may not be improper to vemarl:, 
that whatever cause we may have to congratulate ourselves upon 
the choice, it docs not appear that we had any jiart in promoting it. 
Nay, as it is not common for ministers to kccji tlic best jiart of (heir 
conduct secret, there is reason for suspecting that t hey were not al- 
together without foundation reported to h:ivc favoured I'ranc'c. 

TlieEinperor of Germany, sensible of his own interest, piomotcd 
the election with vigour and resolution, jn-oportioncd to tlic great- 
ness of the danger that might, have arisen from neglecting it. By 
tills conduct he drew upon himself the resentment of the French, 
who had now a pretence for taking me.Tsurcs which might cflbctiially 
re-unite them to Spain, and, as the event showed, alienate us from 
the Emperor, and therefore, in. vindication of the claim of Stanislaus, 
declared war upon Germany, in conjunction with Spain. 

Now, my Lords, the Emperor learned to set the true l alue u])on 
his alliance with Britain, aud all Europe had an ojiportunit}’’ of re- 
marking our spirit, our power, and our ligilance. The troops 
which we prevailed upon his Imperial hlajcsty to admit into Italy, 
were now drawn out of the garrisons against him, his dominions 
were attacked on each side by formidable enemies, and his British 
allies looked with tranquillity andi unconcern upon the difflculties 
into wliicli they, had betrayed him. The liberties of Europe were 
endangered by u new combination of the houses of Bourbon j and 
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th? grej\t protectresa of the rights of mankin^l^ the great 
arbit^-ess of t}ic balance of poweao eithpr neglected or feared to in- 
terpose. ' ' 

Of the event of the war, my Lords, I need only observe, tliat it 
added new strength to France, and contributed to such, an union 
between her and Spain, as thjs most ajtful politician, cannot hope 
to.d^oRe, I ( >- 

Thus, my Lords, whether by negligence, ignorance,. eoiwat:dice, or 
treachery, it is not easy to detcjipAoe, v\o were made the instru-. 
meots of the French policy Thns. tliat power enabled by our 
assistance to retrieve all tlwt she bad lost by the ill success of lier 
arms, and by her indecent and contemptuous treatment of Spain. 
Thus was the German Emperor dispirited and weakened j thus were 
we d^prhed at once of our allies and our reputation.. > > 

Our loss of reputation, tlie greatest loss that bad measures-can 
bring upon, a nation, is made evident bejond controversy* bythe ini 
science with which the Spaniards have treated ;us while we were 
flattering, enriching, and supporting them. While wc were filling 
out squadrons to convey their princes to Italy, and encreasing 
their dominions at our own expence, they seem to have considered 
our good offices, not as the benefits of friends, but the drudgery of 
slaves, and, therefore, could scarcely refrain fi om insults while they 
employed us, at least when they no longer wanted our unmediato 
assistance. They icnewed their contempt and cruelty, tUeir rob- 
beries and oppressions j they prescribed laws to our navigation, and 
laid claim to our colonies, ^ i 

To these ravages and injuries what did we oppose? What but 
bumble eotreaties , yaclfick.nei 5 ,QUaliQns> and, idle remnnstranpes. ’ Iwr, 
stead of asserting our just claims and incontestable posscssioos, in.-% 
§tcad of presenting war by threatening it, and. securing oursdvci 
ffom a second iojury by punbhing the first, we amused ourselvca 
with enquiries, demands, representations, and disputes, UlL We bc-» 
came the jest of that nation* which it was in our powCr to distress, 
by intercepting their treasure, and to reduce to terms almost wutb- 
. outi bloodshed. , , 

Thus, my Loick, did we proceed; new questions evec arose, and 
the controversy became more intricate; commissaries weredispatched 

tC $pain, who returned withoutobtainlngqUher rcstitutionorsecu-. 

tUy, and in the mean time no opportunity was neglected of plun- 
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dering our incrchants and insulting our flag ; accounts of new con- 
fiscations and of new cruelties daily arrived, the nation was en- 
raged and the senate itself alarmed, and our ministers, at length 
awakened from their tranquillity, sent orders to the envoy at the 
Spanish coui’t to expedite aiV accommodation; these directions were 
immediately obeyed, and produced the celebrated convention. 

What was given up or what was endangered by this detestable 
treatyj your Lordships have often had occasion to observe, and tlie 
consequences of it were so obvious, that the nation Avas astonished. 
Every man saAV, that we Avei'c either ti'cacherously betrayed by our 
OAAUi ministry, or that the minister were almost the only men in the 
Idhgdom utterly unacquainted Avith our claims, our injuries, and 
our danger. 

A AA’ar could. nOAV nO longer be avoided ; it Avas not in the poAver 
of the ministry any longer to refuse to send out our fleets, and make 
an appearance of hostile measures ; but they had still some exjic- 
dients remaining to shelter the Spaniards from our resentment,- and 
to make their country yet more contemptible : tliey could contrive 
such ordeis for their admirals as should prevent them from destroy- 
ing their enemies Avith too little mercy ; and if any one AA-as sus- 
pected of intentions less pacifick, there Avere methods of equipping 
Ids fleet in such a manner as AA'ould cllectually frustrate his schemes 
of revenge, reprisals, and destruction, 

- These, my Lords, are not the murmurs of the disappointed, nor 
the insinuations of the factious ; it is Avell knoAvn to our countiy- 
men and to our enemies, hoAv ill admiral Vernon Avas iurnished Avith 
naval arid military stores, aiid lioAv little his iinjijortunate demands 
of a supply Avere regarded. What oppoj tunities Avere lost, and Avhat 
advantages neglected, may be conjectured from the success of his 
inconsiderable force. A very little reflection on the situation and 
state of those counti-jes Avill easily satisfy your Lordships, hoAV for 
a STriall body of land forces might have penetrated, Avhat treasures 
they might have gained, and Avhat consternation they might have 
spread over the, Avhole Spanish America. 

That our squadrons in the Mediterranean have been at least use- 
less, that they have sailed from point to point, and from one coast 
to another, only to display the bulk of our ships, and to show the 
opulence of our. nation, can require no proof: I wish, my Lords, 
there AA'as less reason for suspecting that they acted in concert Avith 
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our enemies, that they retired fiom before tiidr ports only to gi\c 
them an opportunity of escaping, and tliat tlicy in mlity coiinhcd 
at some attempts nhtclt they ume in appearance sent to jnoMcrit. 

There arc some miscarriages in tvar, my Lords, inch e'cry rea- 
sonable man impute-, to chance, or to causes of nhiciv the influence 
rould not be foreseen j Thete are othets that may justly be termed 
the consequences of misconduct, hut of wi«conduct in\oIuntaT 5 ’antl 
parilonable, of a disregard perhaps of soirtc circumstances of an af- 
fair produced by too close an attention to othciu. But there arc- 
miscarriages too for whicli candour it«clf can find no excuses, aiM 
oF which no other causes can be assigned than cowardice or treach- 
ery. From the suspicion of one, tlic past actions of the adiniml 
who commands our fleet in those seas will secure him j but I know 
not whttlicr there are now any that will attempt to clear the mi- 
nister’s diameter from the imputation of flic other. 

All the insolence of the Spuniattl^, a nation by no means formid- 
able, is the consequence of the re union of the houses of Bourbon ; 
a re-union rvhidi could not easily Ime been accompliobcd but by 
the instrumental offices of our mini»tr}, t^hom, thcrefoic, the na- 
tion lias a rigid to chsigc with the diminution of its honour, and 
the decay of its trade. 

Not has our ti-ade, my Lords, been onlj contracted and ohstrucletl 
by llie piracies of Spain, but has been suflered to langui'ii and d<'» 
dine at home, either hy ciiminnl negligence, or by thdr complai- 
sance for France, which has gUen ri«c to our other calamitits. 

- The state of our woollen, manufactures is well known, and tho-^ 
wliose indolence or lo>c of pleasure keeps them strangers to the 
other misfortunes of their country, mu^t jet haie been acquainted 
with this, by the daily accounts of liols and insuncctions, raised by 
tlio«e who, hming been emplojcd hi tliat manufacture, can provide 
for their families by no other business^ and arc made desperate by 
the want of bread. 

Wc arc told, my Lords, by all parties, and told with truth, tliat 
our manufictuics decline, because the French Ime engrossed most 
of the foreign markets; and it is not denied even hy those wrlioso 
interest it might be to deny it, that the cfoth whicli they ruin us 
by vending, is made of our own wool, wliich tliey are suffered to 
procure either by the folly of an uiuikilful, or the connivance of a 
treacherous administration. 
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If ouv o\\ n uWinifnctul’csj my Lords, Lad been caiefully promoted, 
if tbe whole influence of our govemment had been made to co-ope- 
rate uitli tlic industry of our traders, there liad always been sucli a 
flemaud ibr our wool, that they could not have aflbrdcd to purchase 
it at a price equivalent to the danger of c5.porling i1 : and if any 
means were now steadily practised to prcicnt the exportation, our 
trade must consequently ie\b’e, because cloth is one of the neces- 
saries of life, which other nations must have from Britmn when 
•France can Uo longer supjfly them. 

But, my Lords, notwithstanding the decay of trade, our ex- 
pences ha^c ne\ei* been contmeted 5 we have squandered millions 
in idle prci)arations, and ostenflitious hilly j We have equipped fleets 
which never left the harbour, and raised armies which were never 
to behold any otlier enciUy than the honest traders and husband- 
men that supjjort them. \Vc have indeed heard many I'casons al- 
leged for oppressing the empire with standing troops, which can 
have little elfect upon those Who have no interest to promote by ad- 
Initting them : sometimes Wa are in danger of invasions, though it 
is not easy to imagine for what purpose any prince should inradc a 
nation, ■'Vlilch he may plunder* at pleasure, without the least appre- 
hension of resentment, and rvhich will resign any of its rights wlicn- 
cver they shall be demanded j sometimes, as v.c hare ah eady heard, 
the Pretender is to be set upon the throne by a sudden descent of 
armies from the clouds j and sometimes the licfentibusncss and dis- 
obedience of the common people, require the restraint of a stand- 
ing army. 

That the people are to the last degree ex'asjierated and inflamed, 
I am far from intending to deny, hut surely they have jet been 
guilty of no outrage so enormous as to justify so severe a jmilish- 
ment j they have generally confined themseh es to haiiuless com- 
plaints, or at least to executions in effigj'. 'I'lie people, my Lords, 
are enraged because they are impoverished 5 and, to prevent the con- 
sequences of their anger, their poverty is encreased by new burthens, 
and aggravated by the sight of an useless despicable herd, supported 
by their industry, for no other purpose than to insult them. 

' By these useless armaments and militaiy farces, om' taxes, my 
Lords, have been continued without diminishing our debts, and the 
nation seems condemned to languish fbr ever under its present mi- 
series, winch, by fui’nishing employment to a boundless number of 
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commissioners, officers, and slara to the court under a thousand 
denominations, hy diffusing dependence mer the whole countrj’, 
and enlarging the influence of the crown, arc too evidently of u«e 
to the minister, for us to entettmn any hopes of his intention to re- 
lieie us. 

Let it not be boasted that nine millions arc paid, when a new 
debt of icien millions ojipears to be contracted ; nothing is more 
easy than to clear debts by borrowing, or to borrow when a nation 
is mortgaged for the payment. 

But tlie sYcighl of the piescnt taxes, my I^rds, though Uoa^ Icr 
than wTis pcrhaiis ever supported by any nation for so long a time, 
taxes greater than ever were paid to purchase neither conquests not 
honours, neither to pi event mrasions from abroad nor to quell re- 
bellions at home, is not the most llagrant cliarge of this wonderful 
administration, which, not contented witli most exoibilant exac- 
tions, confiires to make (hem jet more oppressive by tjraniiieal 
methods of collection.’ With what rca«on the ,a«tIior of tlm excUc 
scheme deeadi the resentment of the nation, is sunicientl) obsioitsj 
but sorely, in a virtuous and benevolent mind, the first sentiments 
tliat would hai e aiven on that occasion, w ould not ha\ c been emo- 
tions of angcr'but of gratitude. A whole nation was condemned 
to slavery, their lemonstranccs were neglected, their iictillons Hdi- 
culcd, and their detestation of tyranny ticatctl ns disaflection to the 
established government j and ytt the author of this horrid BChcmt 
jiots in affluence and triumphs in authoiity, and, without fear as 
without bhame, lifts up his head with lOnfidence and security. 

How much, myLonU, is the forberJ-ance of that people to bcad- 
niii-ed, whom such attacks as these have not provoked to transgress 
the bounds of their obedience; who liaie continued patiently to 
hope for legal methods of rcdiess, at a time wlien they saw' them- 
selves thicatcned with legal slavery; when they raw fhc'logislatlvO- 
power, establislied only foi tlieir protection, influenced by all possi- 
ble methods of corruption to bettay them to the mercy of the 
ministry ! ’ , 

For, that corruption has found its way into one of the houses of 
the legislature, ds universally believed, and without sCmple’main- 
tained by every man in the nation, who H not evidently restrained 
from speaking as he thinks; and that any man can even be of a dif- 
ferent opinion, that any man can even affirm, that he thinks other- 
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wisc,wouldbc,3n any other age, the subject ofastonisbment. Tliatan 
immense re\en\ic is dhided among the members of the otlicr House, 
by known salai ics and pviblick cmi)loymcnls, is ap))avcnt j that 
large sums arc privately scattered on pressing exigencies, that some 
late transactions of the ministry wcic not confiimed but at a high 
price, the present condition of flic cinl list, a civil list "vastly supe- 
rior to all the known e\:pcnccs of the crown, makes highly proba- 
ble. That the Commons themselves suspect the determinations of 
their assembly to be influenced by sonic other motives than justice 
and truth, is evident from the bill this day sent hither for otir con- 
currence; and surely no aggravation can he added to the ciimcaof 
that man who has patronized our enemies, and given up our navi- 
gation, sunk his countjy into contempt abroad, and into poverty at 
home, plundered the people, and corrupted the legislature. 

But, my Lords, the minister has not only contributed by hb 
wickedness or his ignoiance to the present calamities, but has ap- 
plied all his art and all his interest to remov c from posts of honour 
and trust, to banish from the court, and to exclude from the legis- 
lature, all those whose counsels might contribute to restore the pub- 
;iick affairs, without any regard to tlic popularity of their cliaracters, 
the tisefulncss of tlicir talents, or the irojiOJtancc of their past ser- 
vices to the crown. Had any of these considerations prevailed, we 
had not seen tlie greatest general in Britain dis])osscsscd of all his 
preferments, dispossessed at a time wlicn ue arc at "war with one 
nation, and in expectation of being attacked by another far moi’c 
powerful, which will douhtlc'^s be cncoumged, by his removal, to 
more daring, contempt, and more vigorous measures. 

What were the motives of this procedure, it is easy to discover. 
As his open defence of the present roval family in the late rebellion 
exempts him from the imputation of being disaffected to the crown; 
the only crime with which he can be charged is disaffection to the 
minister. 

Perhaps, my Lords, the minister may have detennined to have no 
need of generals in his transactions wit h foreign powei*s ; • but in 
propoi'tion as he relies less upon the sword, he must depend more 
upon the arts of peaceable negotiation ; and surely there has been 
another person dismissed from his employments, whose counsels it 
had bem no reproach to, have asked, and to have followed, 

■ The nature of my motion, my Ixirds, makes it not necessary to 
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produce evidence of these facts, it is sufficient that any mimstep is 
uaUersally suspected j foruhcn did an innocent man, supported by 
power, and furnished with every advantage lliat could contribute to 
cKalt or preserve his character, incur the general hatred of the peo- 
ple ? But if it could ever happen by a combination of unlucky acci- 
dents, what could be more for the Inppincss of himsclf,'hi3 roaster, 
and the nation, than that he should retire and enjoy the conscious- 
ness of his own virtue? 

•His own intei-cst in such a retirement I have already considered, 
and that of both the prince and the people is no less apparent : 
while a hated minister is employed, the king will always bo distrust- 
ed by the nation, and surely nothing can so much obstruct the pub- 
lick happiness, as a want of confidence in those who arc entrusted 
with its preservation. 

That common fame is in this case sufficient, will not be ques- 
tioned, when it is considered that common fame is never without a 
foundation In facts, that it may ^rcad disquiet and suspicion over 
all Ihekingdom, and tliat Oie satisfaction of millions is veiy cheaply, 
puTCbased by the degradation of one man, who was exalted only for ' 
their beneilt. , 

The objection, that there is no sole minister, will create no 
greater difficulty} if there be many concerned in tlicsc transactions, 
respondeal superior.’ but it is loo apparent that there is in reality 
one whose influence is greater tlian tliat of any other private man, 
and wlio is arrived at a height not insistent with tlie nature of 
the British government j it is uncontested lliat there is one man to 
whom the people impute their miseries, and by whose removal they 
will be appeased. , 

The affairs of Europe, my Lords, will probably be so much em-' 
barrassed, and the struggles between tlie different designs of its 
princes be so violent, that they will denumd all our attention, and 
employ all our address, and it will be to the highest degree danger- 
ous to be distracted at the same time with ajiprehensions of domes- 
lick. troubles j yet such is the present unhappy state of this nation, 
and such is the general discontent of the people, that tranquillity, 
adherence to the government, and submission to tlie laws, cannot 
reasonably be hoped, unless the motion I shall now take leave to 
make your Lordships, be complied vrith : And 1 move, "That on 
humble address be presented to his lltyesty, most humbly to advise 
VoL. I. , 
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and beseech liis Majesty, that he will he most gniciously jdca'cd to 
remove the rigid, hononrable Sir Ilo!)crL Walpole, knight of the 
most noble order of the blue ribband, lii-st conimis'ioncr of his Ma- 
jesty’s treasury, and chancellor of the exchequer, and one of his Ma- 
jesty’s most honourable privy council, from his Majesty’s presence 
and councils for ever.” 

He was seconded by Lord AnixoDON in the following manner : 
— ]VIy,Lords, the copiousness and ])er»pieuity with which the noble 
Lord has laid down the reasons of his motion, make it neither ca‘'y 
nor necessary to enlarge upon them. I shall Ihcreibrc only offer to 
your Lorddiips a few tlioughts upon t lie authoiity of common fame, 
as the evidence ujion which the motion is in jiarl founded. 

That all the miscarriages of onr late nicasnrcs arc by common 
fame iinjiutcd to one man, I suppose, will not be denied; nor c*an it, 
in my opinion, be reasonably reejuired, that in the prc'-ent circum- 
stances of things any otiicr proof should he brought against him. 

Common fame, my I.,ords, is admitted in couils of law' as a kind 
of auxiliary or supplemental evidence, and i< allowed to corroborate 
the cause which it apjicars to favour. The general regard which 
every wise man has for his chai'actcr, is a proof that in the estima- 
tion of all manldnd, the testimony of common lame is of too gmat 
importance to be disiegardcd. 

If w'e consider the nature of popular ojiinions on publick afTaim, 
it w'ill be difficult to imagine by what means a pcrsmision not 
founded on truth should unhcrsally take possession of a people j it 
W'ill be yet more difficult to believe that it should jircsonc its em- 
pire, and that in opposition to every art that can be made use of to 
undeceive them, they should pertinaciously adhere to an eiTor not 
imbibed in their education, nor connected with their interest. And 
how has any man been originally prejudiced against the present mi- 
nister r Or wdiat passion or interest can any man gmtify, by ima- 
gining or declaring his country on the verge of ruin ? The multi- 
tude, my Lords, censure and praise W'ithout dissimulation, nofw'cre 
ever accused of disguising their sentiments ; their voice is at least 
the voice of honesty, and 'has been termed the voice of heaven by 
that party of which those affect to be thought whom it now 
condemns. 

Let it not he urged, that the people are easily deceived, that they 
tliiuk and speak merely by caprice, and applaud or condemn with- 
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owt any calm enquiry or scUlctl determination j these censures are 
applicable only to sudden tumults, lyiwl gusts of zeal excited by fal- 
lacious appearances) or by tlic alarms of a faUc report industrioxuly 
disseminated, but ha>c no relation to opinion^ gradually propagated,, 
and slowly recc'ued. 

If the credulity of the people exposes them to so easy an admis- 
sion of erery report, ulij liave the uriters for the minister found so 
little credit^ Wiy haxe nil the load declamations and the laboured 
arguments, the artful insinuations, and positiro assertions, which 
have been ffir many years circolatcd round the nation, at tlie ex- 
pence of the government, prodneed no clTect upon the people, nor 
convinced any man who was not apj>arcntly biibcd to resign hU 
priv ate Opinion to that of his patrons > Whence comes if, my Lords, 
that falsehood is more successful than truth, and that the nation is 
inclined to complain rather than to triumph^ It is well known tlmt 
the pcop’e liavo been charged in all former pges, xvith being too 
much dazzled by the glitter of fortune, and the splendour of suc- 
cess, and bestowing their applau«es not according to ll»e degrees of 
merit, hut prosperity. Tlie minister, my Lords, lias defeated Ids 
opponents in almost all their attempts j his friends liave Sounded 
victory every session, and yet tlie people declare against liimi hU 
ndversaties have retired Into the country w ith all the vexation of dis- 
appointment, and have been rewarded for their unsuccessful tflbrts 
with general acclaroationa^ Wbai is U, my Lords, but the power 
of troth, tiiat can pfescfiC tho vopnquished from ridicule, and influ- 
ence the mtion to believe tiictn tlie only patrons of their commerce 
and liberty, in opposition to oil the vmtery and voters for the 
ministry"' ' 

If we consult history^ Lords, how seldom do we find an inno- 
cent minister 01 erwhelmed With infimy^ Innocent men bavesonle- 
tiraes been destroyed by the hdsty fury, but scarcely ever by the set- 
tled hatred, Of the populace. EvCn that fury has geijcrally been kin- 
dled by real grievances, thougR imputed to those wlio had nosliarO 
in producing them : but Wheii the tempest of their first rage liaS 
^ubsnled, they have seldom refused to licar tiblJi, and to distingUUIi 
the patriot from thd oppressor. 

Bat though it should be acknowledged, my Lords, that the peo- 
ple' hax t beeil blinded by false ftprcscntatkjns, and that some causes 
. M3 
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yet undiscovered, some influence which never hns been known to 
operate in any slate before, hinder them from behohlin”: their own 
felicity; yet as pnblick ha])pincss it, llie end of jjovcrnincnf, and 
mo man can be ha])]n' that thinks himself miserable, it i*- in'niy opi- 
nion necessary to the Ijononr of liis I\IajcsLy, and to the tranrjuillity 
of the nation, that your I^)rdship5 should agree to the ijrcscnt 
motion. 

The Duke ofNp.wcASTLE answered to this ctfeot: — My Lords, it, 
is hot without wonder that I he.ar a motion so uncommon and im- 
portant, a motion which may be reasonably su])poscd to have been 
long pvemeditiitcd, and of which such affecting expectations have 
been j'aised, so weakly .supported by c\idcncc. I cannot think that 
any other attestation is necdftd for the vindication of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, whose conduct is this day to be examined, than 
the declaration of the noble Lord, that there a])i)ear3 no jiositive 
evidence against him. 

The pretence that no evidence can be c.x])ected while he conti- 
nues in Ids present station, is too openly fallacious to im]) 0 sc upon, 
your Lordships ; for why should his influence be gi-catcr, and his 
power less resistible, than that of other ministers, ^vho arc well 
known to liave found accusers in the height of their authority, and 
to have been drag^d to punishment almost from behind the throne ’ 

It is sufliciently known, that during the continuance of this ad- 
ministration, many have been' dismissed from their employments, 
who appear not altogether unaflcclcd with the loss, and from whoso 
resentment a discovery of wicked mc;isures might be retisonably ex- 
pected, as their acquaintance with the secrets of the government 
must have given opportunities of detecting them. If, therefore, no 
particular crimes are charged upon him, if Ids enemies confine them- 
selves to obscure surmises, and general declamations, we may rea- 
sonably conclude, that his behaviour has been at least blameless. 
For what can’ be a higher, encomium than the silence of those who 
have made it the business of years to discover something that might 
be alleged against him on the day of trial ? ■ 

I suppose that no man can question the penetration of those 
noble Lords who have opened this debate; and I, my Lords, shall be 
very far from insinuating' that cowardice suppresses an}'' of their 
sentiments. As the lughest reproach that can be thrown 'upon any 
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man, is to suggest that he speaks what hftdocs not tlimki,the next 
degree oi jneannes.^ ^qulcl jbe ,to think ivhat'he dares not speak, 
when the puWick ^oice of hU countiy,calI> nponjhira.t ^ 

When therefore ')> 0 ]»nhr reports arc alleged as the foundation of 
the address, it js probable ithat it is not founded in. reality uj^n 
known crinics or altfoted'facts, and if the sudden blasts of fame may 
be esteemed equnaltnt, to attcste<} accusatioas, uhat degree of vir- 
tue can confer security! I j f 1 / f i( f f rj < , 

That, the chmour is so loud and bo general as it i-> repTCscntcd* I 
can. discoser nonnecessity of admitting j Imtfhonevcr the populace 
may base been exasperated against !um» no are surely not to be in- 
fluenced jby their complaints, without enquiring intOjthe cause of 
them, and infoiming ourselves whether they proceed from ^ real 
hardships,; unnecessary severities, and cabmities too heavy to be 
borne, or fiom caprice and inconstancy, idle rumours and artful 
ropresentations.r < . « • / j 

I,}ery readily allow, my Lords, that nothing has been left tinat- 
tempted tltat might HU the people with^usjuclon and discontent. 
Tliat inevitable calamities have been imputed to misconduct, or to 
treachery,' nnd c'cn the incunstancy of the winds and scNcrity of 
tlietvrfaUier charged «i>on the nght honourable gentleman, the 
daily libel* jtlsati are in every man’s land, arc a standing, evidence | 
anr| tliQugh I should grant tltat the people never complain without 
cause, /lod that their burthens ai<* alwajs heavy before they cntlca- 
vourtto glcike them yfT, )ct it will by no mcan> follow, that they do 
not somctimesimi»take the cause of tliur miseries, and impute their 
AiuiUiensjtojthp cruelty of , those wliosc, utmost oppluation k cm- 
liJojcd^tqiJighlen ticro,,, „ , , 

Common fame js therefore, my Lords, no, sufficient ground for 
such a^densure as this, a censure that condemns a man long|\CTScil 
inriiigh iemploynjentgjvlong Itonourcd with the confidence of liU 
soveieign, and distinguished With tJic friendship , of jtlie most illus- 
trioua persons in the nation, to infamy an^l, contempt, unhcanl.ond 
even unaccibed 5 ,foi lie against, who}ajnqUung-^jpi^uced^ but ge- 
neral charges) supported byi the evidence of coqimon fame, may bo 
justly esteemed to be^ftee from accusation,, n t , i v 
lliat other qvidtncc will appearjOgainst him when he shall be je- 
ducedj in consequence of our agreeing to this motion, to the level 
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with his fellow-suhjccts, liiat. all informations nrc now precluded by 
the terrors of resentment, or tlic expectations of favour, has been 
insinuated by the noble Lord, w'ho made the motion : whetber his 
insinuation be founded only upon conjecture, whether it. be one of 
those visions which are raised by hope in a warm imagination, or 
upon any private infonnations communicated to his lordship, I 
pretend not to determine; but if we may judge from the known 
conduct of the opposition, if we consider their frequent tnumphs 
before the battle, and their chimerical schemes of discoveries, or 
prosecutions and punishments, their constatit assurance of success 
U])on the approach of a new contest, anil their daily predictions of 
the nun of the administration, we cannot but suspect that men so 
long accustomed to impose upon themselves, and flatter one another 
with fallacious hopes, may now likewise be dreaming of intelligence 
which they never will i-ccoivc, and amusing themselves with suspi- 
cions which they have no reasonable expectation of seeing con- 
firmed. 

And to confess the truth, my Lords, if I may be allowed, in imi- 
tation of these patrons of their country, to indulge my own imagi- 
nation, and presume to look, forward to the future conduct of those 
who have exerted such unwearied industry in their attcmjrts upon 
the administration, and so long pui'sucd the right honourable gen- 
tleman with enquiries, examinations, rhetorick, and ridicule, I can- 
not but find myself inclined to question whether, after their motion 
shall have been received in this House, and their petition grimtcd 
by Iris Mqjesty, they will very solicitously enquire after endcnce, or 
be equally diligent in the discor’cry of truth, as in the pei’secution 
of the minister. 

I am afraid, my Lords, that they rvill be too deeply engaged in 
the care of making a dividend of the plunder in just proportions, to 
find leisure for pursuit of the enemy, and that the sight of vacant 
posts, large salaries, and extensive power, will revive some pas- 
sions, which the love of their country, has not yet wholly extin- 
guished, and leave in their attention no room foy deep reflections, 
and intricate enquiries. There have formerty, my Lords, been pa- 
triots, who, upon a sudden advancement to a- place of profit, have 
been immediately lulled into tranquillity, learned to repose an im- 
plicit confidence in the ministers, forgotten to liarangue, threaten. 
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enq^uire, and protest, and spent the remaintng part of tlieir lires in 
the harmless amusement of counting their salaries, peiquisites, and 
gratuities. 

How great, my I.firds, A^ould be the disappointment of the peo- 
ple, that unhappy people which has been long neglected and op- 
pressed, which so justly detests the minister, and calls so loudly for 
■vengeance, when they shall sec their defenders remit the ligour of 
the pursuit, when once the minister flies before them, and instead 
of driving him into exile, contend about his places ! 

Unhapp) then surely, my Lords, would the nation be : the admi- 
nistration, we arc told, is already universtlly abhorred, and its hope 
is only in the opposition j but should the 2eal of the patriots once 
grou cold, should they discover to the publjck, that they have been 
labouring not for general liberty, but for private advantage; that 
they were enemies to power only because jt was not in their hands; 
and disapproved the measures of the government only because they 
were not consulted j how inevitably must the people then sink into 
despair I how certain must they then imagine their destruction I 

Jt seems therefore, my Lords, equally prudent and just to rqject 
this motion, till better proof shall be brought to support it ; lest 
by complying with it, we should heighten rather than appease the 
discontent of the people; lest we should too soon deprive them of 
their only consolation, and expose the patriots to censure, without 
vindicating the ministry. 

In my opinion, my Lords, aJI who have approved the conduct of 
the present ministry, must necessarily join in rejecting the motion, 
•as cruel and unequitable, and incline to suppoil, a just, and conti- 
nue a wise, administration ; and all thosewhom the restless clamours 
of the opposite party have persuaded to regard them as arbitrary, 
corrupt, and perfidious, inustr if they are true friends to their coun- 
tiy, and steady cxacters of justice, resolve to defer their compliance, 
in order to bring to light the evidence necessary for a legal convic- 
tion, and severer punishment. 

That these evidences will never be found, and that therefore no 
legal punishment will ever be inflicted, we may reasonably collect 
fiom the injustice of the laboured charge which your Lordships 
have now beard ; a charge drawn up with all tlie assistance of sena- 
torial and political knowle^c, and displayed with all the power of 
eloquence; a collection of every occurrence for many year®, of 
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wiiicli any circumsfance conlcl bo' showi in an nnnivourablc light, 
and a recapitulation’ of !all the measures wliich have miscarned by 
unforeseen events, or ■which' liic populace have been j)cimiadcd‘’to 
dislike. (' i' . 

In the administTalion "Of gbvcrnnVenls, my Lords, many measures 
reasonable and just, planned out in pursuance of a very exact know- 
ledge of the stale of things then prcsent, and very probable conjec- 
tures concerning future events, have yet failed to produce the suc- 
cess which was expected ; they have been sometimes defeated by the 
inconstancy or dishonesty of those who arc equally engaged in them, 
and sometimes frustrated by accidents, of which only Providence 
has the disposal. It will even be allowed, my Lords, that the mi- 
nistry have been sometimes mistnken in their conjectures, and per- 
haps deceived by their intelligence, but I will presume to say, it 
never will be discovered that they willingly betrayed, or heedlessly 
neglected, their trust, that they ever oppressed tlicir countiy with 
unnecessary burthens, or exposed it to he insulted by foreign pow- 
ers. Nor will it, perhaps, be foimd that they ever ai)pcarcd grossly 
ignorant of the puhlick interest, or failed to discover any ob^•ious 
tnilh, or foresee any probable contingencies. 

But, my Lords, I am walling to confess that thc)' cannot judge 
of events to come with such unerring and dcmonstiulivc knowledge 
as their opponents can obtain of them after they have happened j 
and they are inclined to pay all necessary deference to the great sa- 
gacity of those wonderful prognosticators, who can so exactly /ore- 
see the pasf. They only hope, my Lords, that you will consider 
how much harder their task is than that of their enemies 3 they are 
obliged to determine very often upon doubtful intclbgcnce, and an 
obscure view of the designs and inclinations of the neighbouring 
powers 5 and as their informei's may be either treacherous or mis- 
taken, and the interests of other states' are subject to alterations, 
they may be sometimes "deceived I'dnd disappointed. ' But their op- 
ponents, my. Lords, lare exeihpt. by their 'employment from th& la- 
borious taskiof searching into futurit)'] and 'collecting their resolu- 
c'tionsv^bmjta Jongccoraparison'of dark' hints and minute circum- 
stances.- Their business is not to lead or show the way, but to fol- 
.tclow abiaidistancey and ridicule the perplexity, and aggravate the 
juaistakes/ of theln guides.-'..,They are only to-waitifor consequences, 
?uivVliich|'ifthfey are; prosperous, they misrepresent as not intended, or 
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•pass over-in silence, and arc glad to bide them from the notice of 
^mankind. i iBut if anj miscarrir^ arise, their penetration imme- 
diately awakes, tUeyseeat the first glancc.the fatal sourecofallour 
miseries, they are astonished at such a concatenation of blunders, 
and alarmed witli the, must distracting opprehensions of the dan- 
ger of their, countrj'. 1 ' •hiffif ' ill I ' r • 

Accusation lof political mcasum b an-casy proAincCj wsy, my 
LorcU; in the same pcoi>ortion os the administration ofiollairs is dif- 
ificult-j for where there arc difliadtics, therc'vill hesomc rn'istakesj 
, and where there are mistakes, Ihert* will be occasions of triumph 
- to the factious and the disapi^ntcil But the justice of your Lord- 
ship4 rwill certainly dblinguish between errors and crimes, and bc- 
'tween-errors of weakness and inability, and such as arc only dLsco- 
(Terable by consequences. • ' ■ i ^ 

iv I may add, my Lords, (hat your ivisdom will easily find the dif- 
ilierence bctw'een the degree of capacity requisite for recollecting Uie 
-ypa^t,iand foreknowing the futurcj andtc%pect' that those whose 
^'ambition incites them to endeavour oflcr a share in the government 
, of their country should gi^e better pioofs of Ihcir qualifications for 
that high trust, titan mere s(»ecimcns of their memorj’, their rheto- 
• rick# or tlieir malice.' t - r >... , t,i \ < I'/t 

' ' Even the 'noble Lonl who mustibc confesswl to ha\c phown a 
very extensive acquaintance with foreign olTairs, tand j to Ivavetcry 
accurately considered the interests and dispositions of the, princes of 
'Europe, has yet failed in the order of time, and by one error very 
much imnlidated his charge of misconduct in foreign aflairs.'i 
The treaty of Vienna, my Lords, was not produced by the rejec- 
tion of the Infanta; unicis a trcaly.'tbat ivas made before it could 
be the consequence of it; so that, there whs'Jlo 'sucli opj>ortunity 
thrown into our hands os tlic noble Lord has been pleased to repre- 
sent.; j Spain (had discm’crcd liersclf our encm)*, and our enemy in 
the highest degree, before the FrcncI* provoked her by that insult; 
and Uiercforc, how. luudi- soever she might be enraged against 
Trance, there wnS noprospectilhat she would favCunhs; nor could 
we havc'courted her alliance without the lowest d^ec of-mcanness 
•Itanddishonour.iDvmi x-. » •» ..> t. n m-ud in.iT 
!ii Se©i then, [ my Lords, tlm atrodousi-acctisation, founded ,upon 
falseijiatcs,>upon a preposterous annngcnicnt’ of occfurrences j "be- 
'oldildJt vanish into smoke at the approachiof;tnith, and let this 
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instance convince us how easy i( is to form chimerical hlnndcrr^ 
and impute gi-oss follies lo the uiscst administration j hou’ easy it 
is lo charge others with mistakes, and how diflicult to avoid 
them. 

But we arc told, my Lords, that the dangci's of the confederacy 
at Vienna were merely imaginary, that no conf l act ^v•as made to the 
disadvantage of our dominions, or of our commerce, and that if the 
wcahness of the Spaniards and Germans had contrived such a scheme, 
it tvould soon have been discovered by them to be an aiiy dream, a 
plan impossible to be reduced to execution. 

We have been amused, my Lords, on this occasion with great 
profusion of mirth and ridicule, and have received the consolation 
of hearing that Britain is an island, and that an island is not to be 
invaded without ships. We have been informed of the nature of the 
king’s territories, and of the natural strength of the fortress of Gi- 
braltar j but the noble Lord forgot that though Britain has no do- 
minions on the continent, yet our .•sovereign has there a veiy exten- 
sive countiy, which, though we arc not to make war for the sake of 
' strengthening or enlarging it, we arc surely to defend when we have 
drawn an im'asion upon it. 

The w’cakness of the Spaniards, my Lords, has been also much 
enlarged upon, but the strength of the Jacobites at home has been 
passed over in silence, thougli it is api)arent how easily the Pre- 
tender might have landed here, and witli ■what •warmth his cause 
would have been espoused, not only by those whose religion 
avowed and professed makes tliera the enemies of the present royal 
famil)^, but by many -whom prospects of interest, tlic lo\ e of novel- 
ty, and I’age of disappointment, miglit luivc inclined to a change. 

That no such stipulations were made b}' that treaty, that no in- 
jury was intended to our commerce, nor any invasion proposed in 
favour of the Pretender, are veiy' bold assertions, and tlioiigh tliey 
could be supported by all the evidence tliat ncgati^•cs admit of, j et 
will not easilj' be believed by your Lordships, in opposition to the 
. solemn assurances of his late hlajcsty. ' It is evident fi'om this in- 
stance how much prejudice prevails over argument j they are ready 
to condemn the light honourable gentleman to wdiomtliey give the 
title of sole minister, upon the suffi-age of common fame, yet will 
not acquit him upon the testimony of the King himself. 

But, my Lords, the arguments alleged to prove the improbability 
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of such a confederacy, arc so weak in themselves, that they require 
no such illustrious csidencc to overbalance them, roi* ujwn what arc 
they founded, but upon the impossibility of executing such de- 
signs ? 

It is well known, my Lords, how differently different parties 
consider tho same caiue, the same designs, and the same state of 
affairs. Every man is partial in favour of hU own equity, strength, 
and sagacity. Who can show tliat the same false opinion of their 
own power, and of uur intestine divisions, vvlilch now prompts the 
Spaniards to contend with us, might not then incite them to in- 
vade us, or at least to countenance the attempts of one, whom they 
are industriously taught to believe the greatest part of the nation is 
ready to receive? 

Tliat they might have injured our trade is too evident from our 
present experience, and that they would have atipportcd the Ostend 
company, which they espoused in an open manner, b undcniahle. 
Nor ii it in the least unlikely, that, elated with the certain power 
of doing much mischief, and with the imaginary’ prospects of for 
greater effects, they might engage in a confederacy, and f.irther at- 
tempts against us. 

I am far from imagining, roy LorvU, that it was in tiie power of 
the Germans and Spaniards united to foi-ce the Pretender uj>on us, 
though we liad stood alone against them ; but the impossibility of 
succeeding in their design was not then so nppaient to tiicm as it 
b at present to usj they had many reasons to wish, and thcieforc 
would not be long without some to believe, it practicable} and it 
was not the danger but the insult tliat determined hb late Majesty 
to enter into an allhince with France. 

War, my Lords, is alwajs to he avoided, if the possessions and re- 
putation of a people can be preserved witliout it; it was therefore 
more eligible to oblige them to lay aside their scheme while it was 
yet onlyin idea, than to defeat it in it« execution. And an alliance 
with Prance effectually restrained the Emperor, as our fleets inArac- 
rica reduced the Spaniards to desire peace. 

, IVhy vve did not seize the cargo of tlie galleons, has been often 
asked, and as often such answers have been returned as ought to 
satisfy any rational examiner. We did not seize them, my Lords, 
because a brger part belonged to other nations than to tlie Spa- 
niards, and bccause.thc interests of our trade made it convenient 
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not to exaspeintc (he Spaniards so far as to render a rcconeiliation 
veiy dinicull, ^ 

In tlVe’lcruis of tins jcconeiliaHon, iny Lords, it is charged iij)on 
the ministry, that they nerc guilt} of cf)ntributing to the power of 
the house (if Bourbon, by stipulating tliaf Sjiain, instead of neutral 
trooys,’ falvould be inirodue’ed into Italy. 'That those troops were 
Icss'ji^eeable to the Empeior cannot be denied, but it has already 
been 'shown liow iitllci reason wc had to consult hi« satisfaction j 
and with regard to the ad^i'antagcs gained by the Ficnch and Spa- 
niai'ds in’the late war, a vciy small j)ait of them can be ascribed to 
' six thousand troo})s. 

Witli (IS little reason, my Louis, is the charge advanced of nc- 
giccting' to prcscn'c the balance of Europe, by declinitig to assist 
the ’Empe'ror against tlie Ficnch; for the intention of the war 
seems to'hdvc been rather revenge than conejuest, and the Emperor 
awiber exchanged tlian lost his dominions. 

That we declined engaging too far in the affairs of the continent, 
pvoceediid, my Lords, fiom a logaid to the trade of the nation, 
which is not only suspended and interrupted dining the lime of war. 


{It' 1 ' 

but often throwm into another channel, out of which it is the hu- 
sihefeVof many years to rccoi cr it, , 

'N’or have tlie ministry, my Lords, deviated from their reganl to 
trade, in their ti'ansactions with Spain^ which have been Ihesub- 

' t' 1 . ) ’ 

iecl of so much clamour, and such nathctic declamations : they al- 

’’ hVr (' / ^ '1> f ' bl 

ways Knew what the nation now' feels, that the merchants would 

j ji- 1 I • 4 ) 1' “ ' -’ll 

suffer much more from a war tlian fi-om piracies and depredations, 

!( Ji' ,1 <> 1 i' , > ‘ ' ‘ ' * ' 

which, however, they w'ere far from submitting: to, and for which 

'’iimiioi ,u.(’ \ ii 

they constantly made demands of satisfaction. To these demands 

i/> I/O' U ,1} j ' i<i ' , , ' * ' 

they received sucli answers, as, if thev' had been sincere, would have 
left the nation no room to complain ; hnt when it was discov ered 
that nothing but verbal satisfaction w'as to be exjieeted, the securitv 

fV J'v/Iy 1 / I *■ I 

or our trade, and the honour of our countiTj demanded that war. 
should be declared, , , , .'r- 

t ; " J'!! ciJIj etb . L ('/ )''sl >' " t ’ K( 'i I o O, 

Ihe conduct, of the w'ar, my Lords, has been li'equently the suh- 
ject of censure ; we are told of the inactivity of one fleet, and the 
imperfect equipment of another, the escape of our enemies, and the 
interception of our trading ships. War, my Lords, is confessed to 
be uncertain, and ill success is niJt always tlie consequence bad 
measures b naval wars are, by the nature of the eleipent on which 
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they are to be conducted, more uncertain than any other j so that, 
though it cannot but he suspected lliat the common people will 
muimur at any dhappointment, call e»crj' misfortune a crime, and 
think IhcmsehM bctniud i>y the ministry*, if Spain is not rcihiccd 
in asingie summer, it might bercasonablj liopcd, tliat men enlight- 
ened by a long familial ity wit^i the accounts of past, and instructed 
by personal experience in national tnin5.actions, will produce 
stronger aig^imcnts than uant of success, uhen they cliargc tlic mi- 
niatiy uitli misconduct in war. 

But, iny Lortls, they have not any misfortunes to complain of; 
nor is the accus.ition, that we have been defeated ourselves, but that 
we Inve not cnougli mnlcstcfl our enemies. Of this, my LonU, it 
is not easy to judge at a distance from the scene of action, and with- 
out a moreaccumte knowlc<lgeofat)iou«and minute circumstances, 
which may promote or retard a naval expedition. It is undoubt- 
edly true, my Lonls, that many of our nicrchant-«hips have b«n 
taken by tliecnomy} but it is not ccit.iin tlmt thej do not miuTOur 
equally that thej have been ohatnieted in their couuncrcc, and hare 
been so little aide to iutomipt ottrs, since the) have <o man) advan- 
tages from the situation of tlieir coast*. 33licn vve reckon tho*c 
that arc loit, kt u- net forget to number lJio<c that have escaped* 
If admiral Vernon’s Heel was ill provided with aim* and ammuni- 
tionj even then, ht all cemurc be suspended till it can be jirovctl 
that it was ill furnished by live f.mlt of the ministiy. ^ ^ ^ 

Nothing is more common, wy Lords, in all naval wars, than sud- 
den clianges of fovtnnc j for on many occasions an accidental gust 
of wind, 05 unexpected darkness of the wcatlver, way dektroy' or 
preserve a fleet from’ destruction j or may make the most formida- 
ble armaments absolutely lueless ; and in the present vUspositvon of 
some people towards the mint-try, I should nol' wander to hw an 
alteration of vrind charged upon' them. ^ 

For what objections may tlicj' not expect, my Lords, when all 
the di-advantages which the nation sulTere from the (^nemics of his 
Majesty, arc imputed to them; when dailj endeavours pre used to 
make them susiiccted of favouring arbitrary jwvv'er, for maintaining 
an army which nothing has made' nc^skry^but^ the ‘stiiig^lM of 
tlvose men, whose principles Iiave no other tendency t'lian to enslav o 
their country’ Let not'bur Uomestick’animositics'be kept r^ivean'd 
fiiroentcd by 'a constant’ opfj&itio’n to^eVery design oV 'ille' a^'mini- 

* > iUi> •ijJM.'lt’i. f 'l^rUui 
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stfation, nor our foreign enemies incited by tlic observation of our 
divisions, to treat us with insolence, interrupt our trade, prescribe 
bounds to our dominions, and threaten us with invasions, and the * 
army may safely be disbanded. 

For the ministiy, my Lords, are not conscious of having con- 
sulted anything but the happiness of the nation, and have there- 
foi’e no apprehensions of publick resentment, nor want the protec- 
tion of an armed force, Tlicy desire only the supporl. of the laws, 
and to them they willingly appeal from common fame and unequi- 
table charges. 

I mention the ministry, my Lords, because I am unacquainted 
with any mau who cither claims or possesses the power or title of 
sole minister. I own in my ])vovincc no superior but his Majesty, 
and am willing and ready to answer any charge which relates to 
that part of the publick business which I have had the honour to 
transact or direct. 

A gi-eat part of what I have now offered was thciefore no other- 
wise necessary on the present occasion, than because silence might 
havd appeared like a consciousness of misconduct, and have afforded 
a new suljject of airy triumph to the enemies of the administration 5 
for very few of the transactions which liavc been so sc\ crely cen- 
sured, fell under the particular inspection of the i-ight honourable 
gentleman against whom the motion is levelled 5 he was not other- 
wise concerned in counselling or in ratifying, than as one of his Ma- 
jesty’s privy council j and therefore, though they should be defectite, 
I do not see how it is reasonable or just, that he should be’ singled 
out from the rest for disgrace or punishment. 

• The motion therefore^ my Lords, appears to' me neither founded 
on facts nor laW, nor reason, nor any better grounds than popular 
caprice, and private malevolence. 

If it is contrary to law to punish without proof, if it is not agree- 
able to reason that one should be censured for the oifences of ano- 
ther, if it' is necessary that some crime should be proved, before any 
man can' suffer as a criminal, then, my Lords, I am convinced that 
your Lordslpp.s will be unanimous in rejecting the motion. 

■ The Duke of Aa gyle spoke next, as follows : — ^My Lords, if we 
will obstinately shut bur eyes against the light of conviction, if wc 
will resolutely admit every degree of evidence that contributes to 
support the cause which we are inclined to favour, and reject the 
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plainest prooFs when they are produced against it, to reason and de- 
bate is to little purpose . as no innocence can be safe that has in- 
curred the tlisplear,ure of partKl judges, so no criminal that lias the 
happiness of being faiouied by them, can ever be in danger. 

Tliat any Lord has already determined how to vote on the present 
occasion, far be it from me to a«sert r may it never, my Lords, be 
suspected that prnate interest, blind adherence to a party, personal 
kindness or malevolence, or any otlier motive than a sincere and 
unmingled rcgaitl for the prosperity of our country, influences the 
decisions of this assembly; fbr it is irell known, my Lords, that au- 
thority is founded On opimon ; when once we lose the esteem of the 
publick, our votes, while ne shall be allowed to gite them, will be 
only empty sound-*, to which no other 'regard will be paid than a 
standing army ahall enforce. *’ i > 

The vcncratlott of the people, my lords, will not ensfly ht lost r 
this House has a kind of heredtfary'elaim to their confidence and 
respect; the gieat actions of our ancestors are remembered, and 
contribute to the reputation of their successors ; nor do our coun- 
trymen willingly suspect that they can be betmied by the descend- 
ants of tlwse, by uhosc bravery and counsels tliey hnve been rescued 
finm destruction ’ 

'But esteem must languish, ami confidence decline, unless 'they 
are renewed and rc-ammated by new acts of beneficence ; and tho 
higher expectations the nation may liaie formed of our penetration 
to discover its real advantages., atad of our steadiness to puisue 
them, the more violent will be its resentment, if it shall appear on 
this important question, that wc arc either ignorant or timorous, 
that we are urrconccmed at the miseries of the people, or content 
ourselves- with pitying what our ancestors nev'er failed to- redress. 

Let us therefore, my Lord-, for our owrr interest, attend impar- 
tially to the voice bf the people; kt us hear their complaints with 
tenderness, andif at last wereject them, let i{ be evident that they- 
were impartially heard, and that we only differed from them becaitse 
We were not convinced. 

Eien then, ray Lords, we shall suffer for some time under the* 
suspicion of crimes, from which I hope t\ e shall always be free, the 
people will imagine that we were mfluernced by those wliose-inter- 
est it appears to continue their miseries, and, my Lor^, all the 
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consolation that will be left us, must arise from the consciousness 
of having done our duly. 

But, my Loi ds, this is to suppose what I believe no history can 
furnish an example of, it is to conceive that we may enquire dili- 
gently after the true state of national affairs, and yet not discover 
it, or not be able to prove it by such evidence as may satisfy the 
people. 

Tlie people, my Lords, however they arc misrepresented by those 
who, from a long practice of treating them with disregard, have 
learned to Ihinlc and speak of them with contempt, are far from 
being easily deceived, and yet farther from being easily deceived 
into an opinion of their own unhappiness : we have some instances 
of general satisfaction, and an unshaken affection to the govena- 
ment, in times when the publick good has not been veiy diligently 
consulted, but scarcely any of perpetual munnurs and universal dis- 
content, where there have been plain evidences of oppression, ne- 
gligence, or treachery. 

Let us not therefore, my Lords, think of the jjeople as of a herd 
to be led or driven at pleasure, as wj’etches whose opinions arc 
founded upon the authority of seditious scribblers, or upon any 
other than that of reason and experience 5 let us not suffer them 
to be at once oppressed and ridiculed, nor encourage by our exani- 
ple the wi'etched advocates for those whom they consider as their 
enemies, nor represent' them its imputing to the misconduct of the 
ministry the late contrariety of the winds, and severity of the 
winter. 

Tire people, my Lords, if they are mistaken in their charge, arc 
mistaken with such evidence on their side, as never misled any na- 
tion before; not only their reason but their senses must have be- 
trayed them, and those marks of certainty that have hitherto esta- 
blished trath, roust have combined in the support of falsehood. 

They are persuaded, my Lords, too firmly persuaded, to yield up 
their opinions to rhetorick, or to votes, or any proof but demonstra- 
tion, that there is first, or to speak in the language of the nation, 
a sole minister, one that has the possession of his sovereign’s confi- 
dence, and the power of excluding others from his presence, one 
that exalts and degrades at his pleasure, and distributes for hisbwn 
purposes the revenues of his master, and the treasure of the nation. 
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Of tins, myl^rds, can it be maintained that thej have no proof’ 
Can this be termed a chimencal suspicion, nluch nothing can be 
produced to support ’ Hop can powerappear hut liv the c;cerci«<jof 
it ’ R liat can prove any degree of influence or authontj , but uni- 
v*ereal submi sion and acknowleclRcmcnt ’ And snixly, tns Lords, a 
vei^ transient survej of the court and its dependants, must afTord 
sufficient ^conviction, that this roan is considered b\ all tint aic cn« 
gaged in the administratjon,aa tbconlj dispo«erof bonoui'S, favours^ 
and employments \ 

Attend to any man, ray lords, who lias htelybecn preferred re- 
warded or caressed, jou will hear no evpre.sions of gratitude but 
to that man , no other benefactor is ever heaid of, the TO>al bounty 
Itself IS forgotten and unmenfioned nor is any return of Jojaltj, 
fidelity, or adherence, professed but to the nimistcr , the minister* 
a term which, lionever lately introduced, la now m use m cveiy 
place in the kingdom, except this House 
Preferments, my Lords, whether civil, ctclcsiastical, or military, 
arc either wholly m ins hands or those who make it the business 
of their lives to discover the high road to promotion, are univcrs’iUy 
d^cewed, and ore daily offering their adorations to in empty phan^ 
tom that I as nothing to bestow for, no sooner is any roan infected 
with avarice nr ambition, nosooncr is extravagance reduced to beg 
nevv supplies from the publick, or wickedness obliged to seek for 
shelter, than this man is applied to, and honour, conscience, and 
fortune, offei'ed at his feet 

Did either those whose stuiUes and station give them a ebun to 
advancement in the church or those whose braicrj and loug serv- 
ice entitle them to moi-e honourable i»sts in the army, did either 
those who profess to understand the laws of their own country, or 
they who declaie tliemsehcs versed in the interests and Iransactioiu 
of foreign powera, apply tomy Other man for promotion or employ- 
ment, he might then indeed be called the chef, but not properly the 
sole minister 

But It IS well known, royJLords, many of us know it too well, 
that whatever be the profession or the abilities of -my person, tliere 
IS no hope of encouragement or reward by any other nielhod -than 
that of apphcation to this man, that he ^hall certainly be disap- 
pointed who shall attempt to nse by any other interest, and vvho- 
VOL I 
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ever slinll dare to dcjicnd on his lioneMy, ))ravi'ry, dilii^chce, or ca- 
jiacity, or to boast any olher merit tlian flsat of implicit adliorcncc' 
to his measures^ sliall inc\i<ably Ho ncgleclcd and olFeure. 

For this raison, my I^ords, every one whose adrnne-s of leniju-r 
can enable him to sujiport the sijht, ivithoul. stalls of indtgnalifm 
and sallies of contempt, may daily see at the loiy of this great man, 
what I am ashamed to mention, a mixture of men of all ranks and 
all professions, of men whose birth and titles might to exalt them 
above the meanness of cringing to a mere child of fortune, men 
whose studies ought to have taught them, that true honour is only 
to be gained by steady virtue, and that all other aids, nil the low 
apiilications of flatf ciT and senility, will terminate in contempt, dis- 
appointment, and jeniomc. 

This scene, my Lords, is daily to be viewed, it is ostentatiously 
displayed to, the sight of mankind; the minister aimises hiinKcIfin 
publick with the siilcndour, and number, and dignity, of liis slaies j 
and bis slaves with no more sliainc pay their prostrations to Ibcir 
master in the face of day, and boast of llieir resolutions to gratify 
and support him. And yet, my I^ords, it is eiujuircd why the pco- 
]ile assert that thei'o is a solu minister ? 

Those who deny, my I^rds, that there is a sole minister to whom 
the miscam'ages of the govenunent may justly be iinjaifcd, may 
easily persuade themselves to believe that (here have been no mis- 
carriages, that all the measures were necessary, and well formed, 
that thci-e is neither poverty nor ojiprcssion felt in tlic nation, that 
our compliance with France was no weakness, and that our dread 
of the treaty of Vienna ivas not chimerical. 

The treaty of Vienna, my Lords, wliich has been the parent of so 
many teiTors, consultations, embassies, and alliances, is, 1 find, not 
yet to be acknowledged what it certainly was, a mere phantom, an 
empty illusion sent by the arts of the French lo terrify our mini- 
stry. His late Majesty’s testimony is cited to prove that stipulations' 
were really entered into by the two powers allied by that treaty, to 
destroy our trade, subvert our constitution, and set a new kinir 
upon the throne, without consent of the nation. ' 

Such improbabilities, my Lords, ought indeed to be proved by a- ' 
high testimony, by a testimony which no man shall dare to question 
or contradict; for as any man.is at liberty .to consult his reason, it. 
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'ivill alvvfl}3 remonstrate to him, that it Is no less ahsunl toltnjiulc 
the Folly of designing imjmssibUitics to any powers not remarkable 
for weak counseL, than unjust to suspect princes of intending in- 
juries, to which they ha\'e not been incited by any ptn\ocalion. 

But, my Lords, notniUistanding the solemnity nith wliieh his 
late Majesty has been introduced, his testimony can pro\c nothing 
more than that he believed the treaty to be such as he represents, 
that he had been deceived into false apprehensiohs and unnecessary 
cautions by his own ministers, ns they irnd been imposed uiKin by 
the agents of Prance. 

Thu Is all, my Lords, that can be collected TrCnn the ToyaSfepccchi 
and to infer more from it is to suppose that the King was himself a 
parly in the designs formed against Mm j for if he was not himself 
engaged in this treaty, he could only be informed, by another, of 
^he stipulations, and could only report what lie Iiad been told upon 
the credit of the infonner, a man necessarily of very little credit. 
Thus, my Lords, all the cridence of hU late Majesty taniahes into 
nothing more than the whisper of a spy. 

But as great stress ought doubtless to b® laid upon intelligence 
which the nation is believed to purchase at a very high price, let it 
be entpdred, what proofs those iiavc who dare lo Suspect the saga- 
city of our ministers, to put in the balance against their intel- 
ligence, and it will be discovered, tavy Lords^ that they have a testi- 
mony no less than that of the German Emperor liimsfilf, who fcould 
not be mistaken with regard to the meaning of the treaty concluded 
at his own court, and to whom it will not be Very decent to deny 
such a degree of veracity as may set him at Rast on the level with 
a tiaitor and a hireling. ' 

If the treaty of Vienna was an imposture, Most of our misfortunes 
arc evidently piuduced by the vveakueas of the ihinlster j but ^ven 
supposing it real, as it was only a formidable tnotkery, hn idl6 
threat that could never be executed, it was not necessaty, that in 
order to obviate it, we should give ourselves implicitly into the 
hands of France. 

It was not necessary, my I^rds, that wd should suffer them fiiat 
to elude tlio tre.aty of Utrecht, by making a port at Mardyl<e, hnd 
then duectly ahd openly to vlolatbht by rcpaiiing Dunk’nk Tliat 
this latter is a port contmrv t6 tieatv, the bills Of entrj the cus- 
tom-house daily ahow j and as the cu>toins are partieulaMy under 
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the inspeclion of th'o cominissioner.'i of the treasury, 

not plead ignorance of tliis infiaction, were no gi'cn 

him by other means. If it should now he a-jked, m|J Bold.-, uh xt 

in my oj)inion ought to he done, I c.'lnnot advise that 

tempt to demolish it by force, or draw upon oui'scj'*^’’ ^'hoio 

power of Ibimce by a declaration of war, but what, i’^ difli- 

cult now to remedy, it, was once c.'isy to obviate. , 

Had wc shown the same conlcmid. of the FR*nch nit horn 

ancestor, and the same steadiness in our councils, pan.c iitm- 

ncss in our alliances, and the same spirit in our Irca^*'^^’ court 
would never have ventured to break a known sole/''*^ st ijml.it ion, 
to have c.\aspcrdted a brave and determined advcv.s^^ 
injustice, and to have exjioscd themselves to the hazs’’‘^ 
which it would have been the interest of evejy pji'“^^‘ kauope 
who regarded justice or jiostcrily to wi.sh their defe:'*' 

Now they sec us engaged in a war, my Lord.';, tll^.''' ”'‘‘'3'’ 
mated to a more daring contempt of the faith of tF*''**'’-' 
suit us with yet greater confidence of succcs.s, as theji ^"^^not but ic- 
■mark the cowardice or- the ignorance with which w^ hitherto 
carried on this war. They cannot but observe that- ^'*^'**^^ 
nister means in reality to make w'ar rather ujion the E’ i^ons than the 
Spaniards, or tiiat he is totally unacquainted with nfiiiii.-,, 

and too vain to ask the opinion of others who have gr^-’^tci know- 
ledge than himself. 

Nothing, my Lords, is more apparent than that tV*^ mmiatcr was 
forced by the continual clamoiu's of the nation to 
trary to his own inclination, and that lie always charge 

it upon others, and to exempt hinrsclf from the 
It is therefore probable that he has not acted on t*”'’ f’^casion so 
wisely as even his own experience and jienetration i^bght, if they 
were honestly employed,, enable him to act, and that sufibred 

our counsels to be embarrassed, that he sees with gr^'^*^ tranquillity 
those suffering by the war, at whose request it was ima- 

gines it a proof of the excellence of his ow-n scheme, those who 
, forced him to break it, may in time repent of their bnportunitics. 

For that in the management of the war, my regard 

has been had either to the advantages which the cod*'®*^ 
inevitably gives to our enemies, or to the vveakne®^ which the 
extent of their dominions necessarily subjects them, i^^ither the 
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interest of the merchant has been consnUcil.'nor the case of the na- 
tion in general regarded, tliat the treasure of th6 pubJick has been 
squandered, and that our military preparations have intimidated no 
nation but our own, is evident beyond contradiction. 

It is well known, my Lords, to every roan but the minister, tlvat 
wc bare nothing to fear from either the fleets op armies of the Spa- 
niards, tliat they cannot imadc us except in America, and that thtj 
can onl} molest us by intercepting our trailers. 'I his they can onh 
efToct by means of their privateers, whose vessels being light and 
active may be easily fitted out, niiubly seize their prey, auti siwcdily 
retire. 

The experience of the last rrendi war, my Lords, might have 
taught Its how much vve liave to fear from the activity of men in- 
cited by prospects of private gain, and cquipi)cd vvitii that care and 
vigilance, which, however omitted in national afiltirs, the interest 
of particular men never fails to dictate. It U well known, my Lords, 
bow much WG lost amidst ourvictoricsand triuin]>iis,and how small 
security the merchants received from our magnificent navies, and 
celebrated commanders. It was therefore surely the part of wise 
men, not to miscarry twice by the same omission, when tlicy had on 
opportunity to supply it. 

I need not inform your Lordships of what every reader of news- 
papers can.tcl!, and wliich common sense must easily discover, that 
^ privateers are only to be suppressed by ships of the same kind with 
their ovvTi, winch may scour the seas with rapidity, pursue them in- 
to sliallow water, vviierc great shqo cannot attack them, seize them 
as they leave the harbours, or dcstroj them upon their onn coasts. 

That this is in its own nature at once obvious to be contrived, 
and easily to be done, must appear upon the bare mention of it, and 
tliat it has been either trcacbeiomly neglectctl, or ignorantly 
omitted, the accounts of creiy day Iiavc long infojmed us. Not .a 
week passes in which our shi|K arc not seized, and our sailors c.ar- 
ried into a state of slavery. Nor docs this happen only on the wide 
ocean which Is too spacious to be g.irri\oncd, or vqion our enemies’ 
coasts where tlicy may have sometimes insuperable advantages, but 
on our own shores, within sight of our haibouw, and those seas of 
which we \alnly style our nation tijc sovereign. 

VVlio is there, my Lords, whose indignation is not raised at sucli 
jgnominj ?.Who is there by whom sucli negligence will not be re- 
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scnled } It cannot be alleged that we had not time to make better 
preparations ; we had expected war long before we declared it, and 
if the minister was the only man by whom it was not expected, it 
will make another head of accusation. 

Nor was his disregard of our dominions less flagrant than that of 
our trade 5 it Avas publicldy declared by Don Geraldino, that his 
master would never give uj) his claim to part of our Aracncan co- 
lonies, which yet were neither fortified on the frontici-s, nor supplied 
with arms, nor enabled to oppose an enemy, nor protected against 
him. 

One man there is, ray Lords, whose natural generosit)', contempt 
of danger, and regard for the publick, prompted him to obviate the 
designs of the Spaniards, and to attack them in their own territo- 
ries, a man whom by long acquaintance I can confidentlj’’ affinn to 
have been equal to his undertaking, and to have learned the art of 
Avar by a regular education, Avho yet miscamed in his design, only 
for AA'ant of supplies necessaiy to a possibility of success. 

Nor is there, my Ixirds, much probability that the forces sent 
lately to Vernon Avill be more successful, for this is not a Avar to be 
carried on by bo3'S^ the state of the enemies’ dominions is such, 
partly by situation, and partly by the neglect of that man AA'hose con- 
duct Ave are examining, that to attack them Avith any prospect of 
advantage, Avill require the judgment of an experienced commander, 
of one Avho had learned his trade, not in Hyde-Park, but in the field 
of battle, of one that has been accustomed to sudden exigencies 
and unsuspected difficulties, and has learned cautiously to form, and 
I'eadily to vaiy, his schemes. 

An officer, my Lords, an officer qualified to invade kingdoms is 
not formed by blustering in his quarters, by drinking on birth- 
nights, or dancing at assemblies } nor even by the mure important 
services of regulating elections, and suppressing those insuiTections 
Avhich are produced by the decay of our ntanufectures. Many gal- 
, lant colonels haAe led out their forces against women and children, 
Avith the exaetest order, and scattered terror over numerous bodies 
of colliers and weavers, who Avould find difficulties not very easily 
surmountable, Avere they to force a pass, or storm a fortress. 

But, my Lords, those Avhom we have destined for the conquest of 
America, have not eA^en flushed their arms AA'ith such services, nor 
have Icained ^vhat is most necessaiy to be learned, the habit ofobe- 
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dienccj they Jire only such as the lUe fitost liiodercd from the exer- 
cise, of their trades, and forced to seek for bread in the senicej 
they ha\ e scarcely had time to learn the common motions of the ex- 
ercise, or distinguish the wortls of asmmand. 

Nor arc their ofTieers, my Ijords, cxtrcincij\well qualifunl to sup 
j)ly those defects, and establish discipline and ortler in a bodj of new 
rai'cd forces j fur they are absolutely fitra»iger« to service, and taken 
from sciiool to rcceiv e a commission, or, if transplanted frovn other 
regiments, hare had time only to Kram the art of dress, \Vc li.«c 
rent solditraundiscijiUncd, and officer* unable to insti-uct them, and 
■sit in expectation of conquests to be made by one boy acting under 
the direction of another. 

To their commander in chief, my Lords, I object nothing hut his 
inexperience, nhicli is by no means to he lovputcd to lii-i negligence, 
hut his want of opportunities; though of the rest surely it may be 
said Uiat they are such a enarm as were never before sent out on 
military designs; and, in my opinion, to the other equipments, 
the government should liave added provisions for women to nurse 
tlmm. 

Had my knowledge of war, my Lords, been thought suflicfent to 
liare qualilicd me for the chief command in thb expedition, or luul 
my advice been asked vvitii rcganl (o the conduct of it, I should 
willingly have assisted my country with my person or my counsels; 
hut, my Lords, this num who engrosses all authority, seems like- 
wise to believe that he is in possession of all knowledge, and that 
lie is equally cairable, as he is equally willing, to usurp the supreme 
and uncontroulable direction both of civil and militar)’ alEiirs, 

Why new fo'rees were raised, my Lords, h very easy to judge; 
new forces requirctl new commmions, and new commissions ))ix)- 
'duced new dejiendencies, whiclv might be of use to the minbter at 
the approaching clctlion ; but why the new-raisetl tjoops were sent 
on. this expedition rather than tliosc which had been longer divi- 
plincd, it is very difficult to assign a reason, unless itwasconsidcix*! . 
that some who had commands in them liad likewise seats in tho'^ 
senate, and the minister was too grateful to expo«e hU friends to 
flangcr, and too prudent to hazard the loss of a single vote. Be- 
sides the commander in chief, there is but one senator in the expe- 
dition, and, my Liorcls, he is one of too great integrity to be cor- 
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rupted, and, though sensible of the weakness of the troops, too 
brave to quit his post. How much our country may suffer by such 
absurd conduct, I need not explain to your Loidsliips^ it may 
easily be conceived how much one defeat may dispirit tlie nation, 
and to what attemj)ts one victory may excite our enemies, those 
enemies whom, under a steady and wise administi’ation, we should 
terrify into submission, even without an army. 

I cannot forbear to remark on this occasion, how much the ig- 
norance of this man has exposed a very important part of our fo- 
reign dominions to the attempts of the Spaniards. Gibiultar, my 
Lords, is well known to be so situated, as to be naturally in veiy 
little danger of an attack from the land, and to command the coun- 
try to a great distance 3 but these natural advantages arc now 
taken away, or gi'eatly lessened, by new fortifications, erected with- 
in much less than gun-shot of the place, erected in the sight of the 
garrison, and while one of our admirals was cruizing upon the 
coast. 

The pretence, my Lords, upon which they were erected, was, 
that though Gibraltar was granted to Britain, yet there was no dis- 
trict appendent to it, nor did the British authority extend beyond 
the walls of the town : this poor excuse did the chicanery of the 
Spaniards invent, and with this, my Lords, was our minister con- 
tented, either not knowing or not appearing to know what, I 
hope, the children whom wc have dispatched to America, have been 
taught, and what no hian versed in national affairs can be ignorant 
of without a crime, that when a fortress is yielded to another na- 
tion, the treaty always virtually includes, even without mentioning 
it, an extent of land as far as the guns of the fortification can 
reach. 

Whether this man, my Lords, was so ignorant as to be deceived 
thus gi'ossly, or so abandoned as willingly to deceive his country, 
he is equally unqualified to support the office of first minister, and 
'almost equally deserves to be prosecuted by the indignation and 
justice of this assembly in the -sev erest manner ; for how great 
must be his wickedness who undertakes a charge above his abilities, 
when his country may be probably ruined by his errors? 

Your Lordships cannot but observe, that I make use rather of 
the term minister than that of the administration, which others 


( 
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arc so desirous to substitute in its place, ‘Citlicr to elude all enquiry 
into the management of our afliurs, or to cover their own shameful 
dependence. 

Administration, my Lords, appears to me a tenn without a 
meaning, a wild indelerminate word, of which none can tell whom 
it implies, or how widely it may extend : a cliatgc against the ad- 
ministration may be imagined a general censure of cry officer in 
the whole subordination of government, a general accusation of in- 
struments and agents, of masters and slai cs j my charge, my Lords, 
is against the minister, against that man wlto U believed by every 
one in the nation, and known by great nunvbers, to iiavc the chief, 
and whenever he pleases to require it, the sole, direction of the jmb- 
lick measures j he, to whom all the other ministers owe their eleva- 
tion, and by whose smile they hold their power, their salaries, and 
their dignity. 

That this appellation U not without suflicient rca.son bestovml 
upon that man, I liavc already proved to your LordsUijK ; and os it 
Ivas already been made appear t!>at coojmon f.vmc Is a sufficient 
ground of accusation, it will easily be shown that this man lias n 
just claim to the title of minister, for if any man be fold of an ac- 
cusation of the minister, he vvUl not ask the name of the )>cr&on 
accused. . ■ 

But there is in the motion one title conferred upon him, to 
which he has no pretensions j for there is no law furstjUog him 
the first commissioner of the treasury. The com\nissvoners, my 
Lords, who discharge in a coUecUve capacity the office of lord high 
treasurer, arc constituted by the s.amc patent, invested with equal 
power and equal dignity, and I know not why this man should be 
exalted to any superiority over las assoebtes. 

'If we take, my Lords, a review of our affairs, and examine the 
state of the nation in all its relations and all its circumstances, we 
cannot surely conceive tliat we are in a state of prosjKuity, unless 
discontent at home, and scorn abroad, the neglect of our allies, and 
insolence of our enemies, the decay of trade, and multitude of our 
imposts, are to be considered as proofa of a pi*Oai»creus and flourish- 
ing nation. 

Will it be alleged, my Lords, has this man one friend adventur- 
ous enough to assert in open day, that tlie people arc not starving 
by thousands, and murmuring by millions, that universal misery 
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'does not overspread (he nation, and that this horrid series of cala- 
mities is not universally among all conditions imputed to the con- 
duct of this man ? 

That great evils arc felt, my Lords, no Briton, I am certain, uho 
converses promiscuously with his countrymen, will attempt to dis- 
pute, and until some other cause more proportioned to the cflcct 
shall be assigned, I shall join with the publick in their opinion, and 
while I tliink this man the author of our miseries, shall conclude 
it necessary to comply with the motion. 

Lord Haiidwigk spoke next, to the following circct; — hly Lord<, 
though I very readily admit, that crimes ought to be punished, that 
•a treachci'ous administmtion of publick ailliirs is in a very high de- 
gree criminal, that even ignorance, where it is the consctpicncc of 
neglect, deserves the severest animadversion, and that it is the pri- 
vilcsce and duty of this House to watch over the state of the na- 
tion, and inform his Majesty of any errers committed by his mini- 
sters j yet I am far from being convinced either of the justice or 
necessity of the motion now under consideration. 

The most flagrant and invidious part of the charge against the 
right honourable gentleman appears to consist in this, that lie has 
engrossed an exorbitant degree of povrcr, and usui’pcd an unlimited 
influence over the whole system of government, that he disposes of 
all honours and prcfcimeiits, and that he is not only Jirsl but sole 
minister. 

But of this -boundless usurpation, my Lords, what proof has been 
laid before j’ou ? M'hat beyond loud exaggerations, pompous rheto- 
rick, and specious appeals to common fame ? common fame, which 
at least may sometimes err, and which, though it may afford sufli- 
cient ground for suspicion and cnquiiy, was never yet admitted as 
conclusive evidence, where the immediate necessities of the publick 
did not preclude the common forms of examination, ■where the 
power of the offender did not make it dangerous to attack him by 
a legal prosecution, or where the conduct of the accusers did not 
plainly discover that they were more eager of blood tlian of justice, 
and more solicitous to destroy than to convict. 

I hope none of these circumstances, my Lords, can at present ob- 
struct a candid and deliberate enquiry : -vvith regard to the publick, 

I am not able to discover any pressing exigences that- demand a 
more compendious method of proceeding, than the established laws 
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of the land, and the 'nisdom of our ancestors, liavo jircscribetl. I 
know not any calamity that will be aggravated, nor any danger 
that nill become more formidable, by suffering this question to be 
legally tried. 

Nor is there, my Lords, in the circumstances of the person ac- 
cused, any thing that can incite us to n liasty process; for if what 
is alleged by tlvc noble la)Tds, is not exaggerated beyond the tnith, 
if he is universally detested by the whole nation, and loaded willi 
execrations by the publick voice, if he is considered as llic author 
of all our miseries, and U\c source of all our corruptions, if he has 
ruined our trade, and depressed our jxjw er, impoverished the peo- 
ple and attempted to enslave tlicm, thetc is at least no danger of 
an insurrection in his favour, or any probability that his parly will 
grow* stronger by dela)‘s. For, my Lords, to find friends in aclter- 
iUy, and aasertors in distress, is only the prerogative of innocence 
and virtue. ' • 

The genUeraan against whom this formidable cliaige is drawn 
up, is, I think, not eusjtectcd of any intention to have recourse 
either to force or (light ; he has alwavs appeared willing to be tried 
by the laws of his country, and to stand an impart ial examination { 
lie incither opposes nor eludes enquiry, neither flics fiom justice 
nor defies it. 

And yet less, my Lords, can I suspect that those by whom ho is 
accused, act from any motive that may influeticc them to desire a 
sentence not supported by evidence, or conforinible to trvilb; or 
that they can wish the ruin of any nwn whoso aimcs nre not noto- 
rious and flagrant, that they persecute from private malice, or en- 
deavour to exalt themselves by the fall of another. 

, Let U3 therefore, my Lords, enquire before we deformino, and 
suffer evidence to precede our sentence. The cliarge, if it is just, 
must be by its own nature »$ily proved, and that no proof is 
brought, may perhaps be sufficient to nwke us suspect that it is not 
just. > 

Tor, my Lords, vvliat is the evidence of common fame, which has 
been so much exalted, and so confidently produced ^ Does not eveiy 
roan, see that on sucii occasions two questions may be asked of 
vyhich perliaps neither can easily be answered, and vvliich jet must 
both be resolved before commoa &me can be admitted as a proof of 
iacts 1 i. , 
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It is first lo be enquired, my lairds, wlietiier the reports of fame 
ni'c necessarily or even ])robably truer A (|Ucstion "veiy intricate 
and diffusive, entangled with a thousand, and involving a thousand, 
distinctions; a question of which it may he said, that a man may 
very plausibly maintain cillier side, and of which perhaps after 
months or years wasted in disputation, no other decision can hi' ob- 
tained than what is obvious at the first view, that (hey arc often 
true, and often false, and, therefore, can only he grounds of cnqnir)’, 
not reasons of determination. 

But if it appear, my J^ortls, that thin oracle cannot he deceived, 
Wc are then to enquire after another difficulty, we arc to enquire 
what is fame ? 

Is fame, my Lords, that fame which cannot err, a report that 
flics on a sudden througli a nation, of whleh no man can di->eover 
flic original, a sudden blast of niniour, that inflames or intimi- 
dates a people, and obtains without authority a gcneial credit ? No 
man versed in history erm enquire whether such irports may not 
deceive. Is fame rather a settled opinion prevailing by degrees, and 
for some time established ? How long then, iny Ivords, and in what 
degree; must it have hcen established to obtain undouhtnl credit, 
and when does it commence infallible ? If the people arc divided in 
their opinions, as in all puhlick questions it has hitherto liajipcncd, 
fame is, I supjiose, the voice of the majority ; for if the two jiartics 
are equal in their numhem, fame will he equal ; then liow grc.at 
must be the majority before it can lay claim to this powerful auxi- 
liary ? And how shall that majority he numhered ? 

These questions, my Lords, may bo thought, pcrliaps with jus- 
tice, too ludicrous in this place, hut in my opinion they contribute 
to show the precarious and uncertain nature of the evidence so 
much confided in. 

' I 

Common fame, my Lords, is to every man only what he himself 
commonly hears ; and it is in tlic power of any man’s acquaintance 
to vitiate llic evidence which they report, and to stun him with 
clamours, and terrify him with a])prchensions of miseries never 
felt and dangers invisible. But without such a combination, wc 
are to remember that most men associate with those of their own 
opinions, and that the rank of those that compose this assembly 
•naturally disposes such as are admitted to their company, to relate, 
or to invent, such reports as may be fiwourahly received; so that 
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Avhat appears to one I-ord tlie general aoice of common fome, may 
by another l>c thought only the murmur of a petty faction, despic- 
able mth regard to their numbers, and detestable if ne consider 
their principles. 

So dilRcult is it, my Lords, to form any solid judgment concern- 
ing the e\ti.nt and prevalence of any particular report, and the de- 
gree of credit to be given to it. The industrj' of a party may sup- 
ply the defect of numbers, and some concurrent circumstances may 
contribute to give crcvlit to a false report. 

But, my Lords, nc are onrsehes appealed to as witnesses of the 
truth of facts which prove him to be toU minblcr, of the number 
of hU dependants, the adv-nnccmcnl of hU friends, the disappoint- 
ments of his op]>oncnts, and the dcclantions made by his fol- 
lowers of adherence and HJelit)'. 

If it should be granted, my lyords, that there Is nothing in these 
representations CNaggcratetl b^ond the truth, and lliat nothing is 
represented in an improper light, what consequence can we draw', 
but that the follow cr^ of this gentleman makcibcor t)io»c artswiilch 
have always been practUevl by live candidates of preferment, that 
they endeavour to gain their patron's smile by flattery nnd i>ane- 
gyrie, and to keep it by assiduity and an appearance of gratitude. 
And if such applications exalted any man to the authority and title 
of first minister, the nation Ins never in my memory been without 
some man in that station, for (here L always some one to whom 
ambition and avarice have paid tlicir court, and wlmse rcgnnh have 
been purchased at thccxpcncc of truth. 

■Nor ia It to be wondered at, my Lnrd^, that jw-t-, ot Iwvnovw and 
profit have been bestowed upon tlic fritntls of administration; fin 
who enriches or exalts his enemies * Who will cncrcasc the influ- 
ence that is to be exerted agvinst him, or mid strength to the blovr 
that is levelled at himself? 

That the right lumourabic gentleman Is the only disposer of 
honours has nevci jet ap}jearcd j it is not pretended, my Lords, th vt 
he distributes them without the consent oF his hhjesty, noi even 
that Lis recommenthtion is absolutely necessary to the success of 
any man's applications. If he has gained more of hts Rltycsty’^cOn- 
fidence and esteem than any otlier of Ids serv ants, he has done only 
what every man endeavours, and what therefore L’not to be juj- 
puted to him as a crime. 
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It is impossible^ my Lords, that Icings, like other men, should 
not have particular motions of inclination or dislike ; it is possible, 
that they may fix their affection upon objects not in the highest 
degree worthy of their regard, and overlook others that may boast 
of greater excellencies and more shining merit 3 but this is not to 
be supposed without proof, and the regard of the king, as of any 
other man, is one argument of desert more than he can produce 
who has endeavoured after it without cfiboi. 

This imputed usurpation must be proved upon him either by his 
own confession, or by the evidence of others j and it has not been 
yet pretended that he assumes the title of prime minister, or indeed^ 
that it is ajjplied to him by any but his enemies j and it may easily 
be conceived how weakly the most unconupted innocence would be 
supported, if all the aspemions of its enemies were to be rccei\ ed 
as proofs against it. 

Nor does it appear, my Ix)rds, that any other evidence can be 
brought against him on this head, or that any man will stand forth 
and affirm that either he has been injured himself by this gentle- 
man, or known any injury done by him to another by the exertion 
of authority with which lie was not lawfully invested} such evi- 
dence, my Lords, the laws of our country require to be produced 
before any man can be punished, censured, or disgraced. No man 
is obliged to jiro^’c his innocence, but may call upon his prosccu-, 
tors to support their accusation } and why this honourable gentle- 
man, whate\er may have been his conduct, should be treated in a 
different manner^ than any other criminal, I am by no means able 
to discover. 

Though there has been no evidence offered of his guilt, your 
Lordships have heard an attestation of Ijis innocence, from the 
noble Duke who spoke first against the motion, of whom it cannot 
be suspected that he would, voluntarily, engage to answer for mea- 
sures which he pursued in blind compliance with the direction of 
another. The same testimony, my Lords, can I produce, and affirm 
with equal truth, that in the administration of my proi ince, I am 
independent, and left entirely to the decisions of my own judg- 
ment. 

In every'govcrnment, my Lords, as in every family, some either 
by accident or a natural industry, or a superior capacity, or some, 
other cause, will 'be engaged in more business, and treated Avith 
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more confitlcncr^than otlicrsj but Ifetirf}’ m-in ii ttHlin^toaniwcr 
for the comUtet of his pmxlncc.tltcrc U«U t!ic‘ccurity tigaliut 
corrupfion that can po«Mhly br obtaincxlj fnr If every rr-in'* n-^rJ 
to \ih own nafety and n.*piitaHon vriil prevent htm from Iwtroy- 
inff his lm‘t or abuiln^ his |*)nTr, much motr will it Indtp him 
to prevent any mfwndtict Inanoiliirrirnljicli hr inuvt himself l)c 
aecounlaWe. Mm arc tivuaUysufhclmtly tenacious of jwwcr, and 
ready to viwbcntc tltelr tejniutc iT;hI», wlun nothing but tlr-if 
prulc Ls atTected bribe avurpatbrnt Imt surely no roan will iiatk-nily 
furt-T hW prminre to be Inrailed when he may blm»elf be mined by 
the conthici of the Invader. 

Tim*, my U appears to me to !>e not only wlthmsi proof, 

but vriihotit prnhabilityi and the fin! minUterran, in iny opinion, 
be nothing more than a formidnlile lUo«ion, which, when one man 
thinks Ite has wn ll, Ik: shotrs to nnolherns m*iiy fri^hlal as him- 
Kir, who joins with him In projicifpiilnt^^lhe notion, and sprcadlnj^ 
terror and rc'entmcniuvrr the nation, till at Ivl the ^aniek bewmes 
gcnrnvl, and wlwt wasat fir'tonIyivljI*[ierctl hy milire or prejudice 
in the cars of Ipnoranee or credulity, U subijitesl Ijv cumtoon fame, 
and cchocil Inck from the pMiple to tl>e smatc, 

1 have iiUlierto, my confined myself to the conddmlton 
of one sitigk art icic of tins complientwl clarge, l>cta»\i»R it appears 
to me to lx* the only |iart of It nece»viry to W l■^tar^»llIcdJ for If 
once it beacknawlcfl^vllhaltliranilrstif the nation aw* trtiuwLlcil 
not In themini-terhut the ndmlnbtralion, by the cmincil In which 
every man lint sits llicrr has aii equal voice and equal mUhorify, 
the blame nr pral-cofoll the mwinuvs must be l^an^fi:rTtd from Inm 
to the rouncil, and every man th.it lues ndvUcd or ttincurml In 
tlicnt, will defcno tlie i;unc ccmorc or flu: #ame :t|q>Iau‘e j tu it is 
unjust to punish one man fur llie crimes of another, ll Is unjti«t in 
dime one m:m out fur punMnnmt from umon^ ntnny others cqu-dly 
guilty. ' ' ‘ . 

llul I doubt not, my Lords, whfn all those ine.a’nirrs arc cqviit* 
ably con'icJervd, there will be no punishment to lx: dreaded, liccausi 
neither negligence nor trwehery will be di>ct>v cml. For, my l^nb, 
with rcjpird to the tivaty of Viciuw. let us sup|XHc our ministers 
dcccival by Ignorant or corrupt intelligence, let us admit that they 
were cautious where Uierc was no iLmgcr, and neglected some o]i.' 
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ilizing France by depTeoamg Sj^in, and \vc \Tonder now how so 
mudi policy could fall into so gross an error, as not rather to sulFei 
powei to lemain in the distant cnemj, than transfei it to another 
crjually divided fiom ns by interest, ind far more foimidable by the 
situation of Jus dominions 

Cromwell my Ixirds, suffered himself to be hurried away by the 
near prospect of present advantages, nnd the apprehension of pre- 
6ent dangers , and e%ery other man lias been, in the same manner, 
sometimes deluded into a preference of a smaller present advantage, 
to a greater winch was more remote 

Let it not be urged, my Lords, that politicks are ndv’anced since 
the time of Cromwell, and that errors which might then be commit- 
tejl by the wisest administration, arc now gross and reproachful , 
wc are to remember that every part of policy has been equally 
proved, and that if more methods of discovery have been struck out, 
there have been likewise jnoie ‘urts invented of eluding it 
JVhen, therefore, we enquire into the conduct, oi esamine the 
abilities, of a minister, we aie not to expect that he should appear 
never to have been deceived, but that, he should nevcj be found to 
have neglected any proper means of, information, nor ever to have 
willingly given up the interest of his country , but we are not to 
impute to Ills weakness what only to be 'iscnbed to the wudom 
of those whom lie opposed 

If thisplci, mv I Olds, is reasonable, it will be neccssaiy fur those 
who supiioit the motion, to prove, not ^only^ that the treaty of ^ i- 
enna w as ucv cr made, but tba\ the fal'^bood of t he re jiort cither was 
or mijjlitjhiie been known by our nnmaters, othervyise those who 
4irc jinclmcd Jo retain a favourable opinion of then mtegnty and 
nbihtios, uny conclude that they vvere either not mistaken, jir were 
led into cmii by such delusions as would no leas easily hav e imposed 
on tli^ir accuser®, and that by Cialtmg thuir enemies to their sta- 
tions, they “Inll not much consult the advant ige of their countiy 
Tills motion, theicfore, mfjLords, founded njxm no acknow- 
ledged, no mdisput iblc facts nor supported by legal evidence, tins 
nintion, which by appealing to common fame, as the ultimate judge 
of ei cry mans actions, may bring every man s life, or fortune, into 
danger, this motion, which condemns without hearing, and decides 
jv ithout examining, I cannot but n^ect, and hope your Lordsliips 
^njJI concur with pic 
\ ot I 
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DO acqumntance tvitli Uie duties of their ofljcea, nor any other pre- 
tensions to them, than that they kave'seals in the otlicr House, and 
tliat by distinguishing himself in that assembly, any man may most 
easily obtain tJie preferments of (he cross n, U too ob\ious for con- 
troversy. ‘ '* 

Thia practice, my Lords, L a suflicient* foundation for the mo- 
tion • a practice so injurious to the nation/ so long continued, and 
so openly avoued, reqxures to be 'igorously opposed, lest it should 
become established by long custom, and entangle itself uilh our 
constitution. * 

If the minister, my Lords, lias made it necessary to employ none 
hut hh adherents and blind follouers, this necessity alone is a suf- 
ficient proof how little he confides in his r)w n prudenbe or inte- 
grity, how apprehensive be is of the censure of the senate, and liow 
deairous of continuing hU authority, by avoiding it. And surely, 
my Lords, it is our duty, as well as our right, to address the throne, 
that a minister should bo remored who feais (ho people, since few 
men fear without'hating, and nothing so much contributes to make 
anyman an enemy to his country, os the consciousness that ho is 
universally abljorrcd. ' 

iBrtt, my Lords, if this be done by him w iihout necessity,' if tlie 
general preference of ills friends w only the consequence of mis- 
taken judgment, or coiTUpt’gralitudc, this address is equally neces- 
sary,'because the effects are equally pernicious. 

When a mmister susjvected of ill intentions 'is continued in em- 
ployment, 'discontent must naturolly ^spread over the nalion ; and if 
the end of government bo^the happiness of tlie people; if suspicion 
andjdalousy be'eontnuyUo a state of happiness^ and if this sus- 
picion which getiendlypre\'5ul8,thi3dv3contcht which fills the whole 
nation, can bedppease'd Only by the removal 'of the minister; pru-’ 
dencej justice, and thc'etamples of our ancestor^, ought to influ- 
ence us to endeavour that 'the nflaiia of the nation thay^lie tmns- 
fened to such whose greater int^rity or wasdom has iccommehdcd 
tlvcmito the affection of the people. * » ‘m'l ' • ^ ( a cfaj*3 

In this motion, therefore, We need not be supposed io imply tliit 
the minister is either ignorant or corrupt* but tliat hei^Uislikecl by 
the people, disliked to sudv a degree, my Lord>7 that vt is not' safe 
> for hU Majesty to employ him. 

■■ It is doubtltss our duty, ipj Lords, to guard both the rights of 
02 
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lucJ^ts, to cliargc the opponent with blind adherence to interest, oi 
comipt compliance iMlh the directions 6f a con^t , noi has it been 
less frequent to pici-ent enquiries into jniVhck mcasur^s^ by repre- 
senting them as the clammira of faction, the murmurs of disobc- 
(licnce, and the prelude to rebelhop 

Sq neces'ai'j, my LonU, has it been alnnjs thought to be unin- 
Hucnced m our e^amin lUons bj dependence oi interest, that the 
mo«t irrefragable reasons Ime lost the poncr of coimctjon bj the 
cQnchtioti and cluiRictcrs of those b\ whom lliej weti, pixiduccd, 
and 50 much is it expected fiom innocence and justice to despise all 
foreign assistance, and to^tand the test ofenquuj w ithout asking 
the supjiort of power, that eicr) man ln^ bcui concluded guilty 
that hxs fled for sheltcj to the throne 

And surely, my I-ortls, if that mans suffngc is oflittle weight 
who appears determined to sub«cnhe to the ihctalcs of a minister, 
no greater credit can he assigned tq nnothcr who prDfi.*s=cs luDi«eJf 
only the echo of tlio clamouis of the populace If it be a pioof ol* 
a weak cau«e, and consciousness of misconduct, to apply to the 
crown foi security and protection, it may he accounted an acknoiv- 
Icdgemcntqf the tnsulTicioncy of aigumcnts, when tlie ^leqplc li 
called in to «econd them, and th^ are only to expect success from 
thcxiolcncc of multitudes 

'fliat all goxernment is imtitiited fof the happiness of the pro- 
nk, that their inteicst ought to be the chief caie of the Icgbhture, 

* I f ' 

that tliejr comid unfs ought jiaiicntly to be heard, and tljcir gnev- 
ances speedily rcdrcs'cd, arc truths well known^^enciallp acl noiv- 
jedged and, I hope, always prcilomiinnt in the inind^ of every Lord 
in this as embh put, that the people cannot cn, that the lojcc of 
fame ^s to he regarded as an oiwle, and cicij minmur of discon- 
tent to be pacilicd by a chingeof measures, I^iwe neici^btfuie 
heard, or heard it only to ilistcgiul it , 

True tcndeuiess foi the jropk, my J-oiils, is to consult ifioir ad- 
vantage, to piotcet their hlxity, ^md to prcscnc then Mitue , ami 
pci haps examples may be fmwul <nflicicnt to infoi m iw tliat all these 
tlfccts arc often to be jirodncRl by means notgem lally agreeable to 
the jTubbek 

It 13 po diblc, my Lordii, for a scry small jnrtof thej cojdc toform 
ju®t i^lcas of the qiotnes of fratiaactions and, the (tendency of latvs 
All negotiations with foreign powers me necessaiily complicated ^ 
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with many different interests, and varied by -innumerable circum- 
stances, influenced by sudden exigencies, and defeated by unavoid- 
able accidents. Laws have respect to remote consequences, and in- 
volve a multitude of relations which it requires long study to dis- 
cover. And how difficult it is to judge of political conduct, or legis- 
lative proceedings, may be easily discovered by obsen’ing how often 
the most skilful statesmen arc mistaken, and how frequently the 
laws require to be amended. 

If then, my Lords, the people judge for themselves on these sub- 
jects, they must nccessanly detcnninc witlmut knowledge of thd 
questions, and their decisions arc then of small authority. If they 
receive implicitly the dictates of othci-s, and blindly adopt the opi- 
nions of those W'ho have gained their favour and esteem, their ap- 
plauses and complaints arc with respect to themselves empty sounds, 
which they utter as the organs of their leaders. Nor are the de- 
sires of the people gi-atified, when their petitions arc granted ; nor 
their grievances overlooked, when their murmum are neglected. 

As it is no reproach to the people that they cannot be the proper 
judges of the conduct of the government, so neither ai’C they to be 
censured when they complain of injuries not real, and tremble at 
the apprehension of severities unintended. Unjust complaihts, my 
Lords, and unreasonable apprehensions, are to 'be imputed to those 
who court their regard only to deceive them, and exalt themsclv-es 
to reputation by rescuing them from grievances that were never 
felt, and averting dangers that w'cre never near. 

He only who makes the happiness of the people his endeavour, 
loves them with a true affection and a rational tenderness j and he 
certainly consults their happiness wlvo contributes to still all ground- 
less clamoui’s, and appease all useless apprehensions, who emplov’S 
his care not only to preserve their quiet and their liberty, but to se-’ 
cure them from ‘the fear of losing it, who not only promotes the 
means of happiness, but enables them to enjov it. 

Thus it appears, my Lords, that it is possible to be a friend at the 
saiiie time to the people and the administration,' and that nO man 
can more deservC-their confidence and applause, than he that dissi- 
pates their unreasonable teiTors, and contributes to reconcile them 
to a good government' ' ' > > < i i ' i 

That ihost of the clamours against the' present government arise 
fioin calumnies’ and misrepresentations, is apparent from the sane- 
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tion of the senate, wlucli has been g^rcn to all the measures that arc 
charged os crimes upon the administration. ^ i , 

,That the army is supported by the consent of tl^c senate, that the 
senate has approved the convention, and that our taxes arc all im- 
posed and continued hy the senate, cannot be denied. Wbat then 
is demanded by those that censure the conduct of pubUck aflairs, but 
that their opinion sliould be considered, as an overbalance to the 
wisdom of the senate, that no man should be allowed to speak but 
as tliey dictate, nor to vote but as thej shall influence them by their 
rhetorick or example , . 

To repeat the particular topicLs of accusation, and recapitulate 
the atgumenta which have been produced to confute it, would be a 
tedious and unnecessary labourj unnecessary because it is well 
known that they once had the power of convincing tliis House, and 
that nothing has since happened to lessen their force, and because ' 
many of them now have been already repeated bv the noble Ix>rd3 
that hav o opposed the motion. 

..To search far backward for {last errors, and to take advantage of 
later discoveries In ecn'uring the conduct of any minister, U in a 
high degree disingenuous and cruel , il is an art which may bo cosily 
practised, of perplexing any question, by connecting distant facts, 
and entangling one period of time uUh another. < i , 
The only candid method of enquiry is to recur back to the state* 
of affairs, as it then appeared, to consider what was openly de- 
clared, and what was kept impenetrably secret, what was discover- 
able by human sagacity, and what was beyond the reach of tlie most 
piercing politician. i i i 

^Wth regard to the Hanover treaty, it is not, my Lords, requisite 
that we should engage ourselves in avery minute caaminationj for 
it was not only not transacted by the right ^honourable gentleman 
whose behaviour is the subject of this debate, but cannot be proved 
to have been known by him till it was foi mall j ratifievl. If he after- 
wards approved it either in the council or the senate, he cannot 
justly, how destructive or ridiculous »oe>er that, treaty be thought^ 
be charged with more thanjhis sliarcoLthc guilt, the bare guilt of a 
single vote, n „j Imi 'kii'I i leu i If 

But there is one accusation yet more malicious, an accusation not 
only of icmues whici< this gentleman (did inotfcommit, *but which 
have not yet been committed, an accusation formed by piying into 
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futurity, an 5 exaggerating misfortunes wliicli arc 3’et to come, and 
whicli may probably be presented. Well may any man, my Loids, 
thinic himself in clanger, when he hcais himself charged not v.i(h 
high crimes and misdemeanors, not with accumulative treason, but 
with misconduct of j[)ublick alfaiis, past, present, and futuic. 

The only charge againr:t this gentleman uhicli ‘=;eems to rclalcy 
more to him than to any other man engaged in the administiation, 
is the continuance of the liarbonr of Dunkirlc, wliich, says tlic noble 
Duke, he must be acquainted with as commissioner of the Ircasuryj 
but if the title of first commissioner be denied, if hiS authority be 
but the same with thai^ of his associates, u hence comes it, my Lords, 
that he is more pavticulaily accused than tlicyr Why is his guilt 
supposed greater if his jioucr is only equal ? 

But, my Lords, I bclic%e it will ajipcar, that no guilt has been 
contracted on this account, and that Dunkirk uas ah\a\s intended, 
even by those that demanded the demolition of it, to continue a 
harbour for small tiading vessels, and that if larger cicr arrived 
frofn thence, they lay at a distance from the shore, and ivcrc loaded 
by small vessels fiora the town. 

With regard to other affairs, my Lol’ds, they were idl transacted 
by the councit, not by hi& direction, but wiffi his concurrence, and 
how it is consistent with justice to single him out for ccnsiU'c, I 
must desire the noble Lords to show who appiovc the motion. 

If the people, my Lords, have been, by misrepresentations indus- 
ti'iously propagated, exaspei*ated against him, if the general voice 
of the nation condemns him, we ought more cautiously to examine 
his conduct, lest we should add strength to pjejudicc too powerful 
already, and instead of reforming the on 01s, and regulating the 
heat of the people, infiame their discontent and propiigate se- 
dition. 

The utmost claim of the people is to be admitted as accusci’s, and 
sometimes as evidence, but they have no right to sit as judges, and 
to make us the executioners of their sentence 5 and as this gentle- 
man has yet been condemned only by those who hav e not the oppor- 
tunities of examining 'his conduct, nor the right of judging him, I 
cannot agree to give him up to punishment. 

Lord Halipvx spoke next, in substance as follows ; — My Lords, 
thougk I do hot conceive the people infallible, yet I believe that in 
questions like ‘this they are seldom iti the wiong, for this is a ques- 
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tion. not of argument but ofiact} offoct discoverable, not by long 
deductions and accurate ratiomnations, but by the common powers 
ofseeing and feeling. < 

That it is difficult to know the motives of negotiations, and the 
effects of Ians, and that it requires long study and intense medita-. 
tion to discover remote consequences^ is indubitably true. And, 
with regard to the people in general, it 6annot be denied, that nei- 
ther their education qualifies them, nor their emplo)Tnents allow 
them, to be much versed in such enquiri&s. 

But, my Lords, to refer, effects to their proper causes, and to ob- 
serve, when consequences break forth, from whence they proceed, 
is no such arduous task. .The people of the lowest class may easily 
feel that they, are more miserable this jear than the last, and may 
enquire and discover tlie reason of the aggravation of their misery; 
they may know that the anny is encreased, or our trade dim!.- 
nUUed, tliat the taxes ire heavier, ahd penal laws become moie 
'grievous. , , I 

Nor is it less ca«y for them to discover that these calamities are 
not brought upon them by the immedUde hand of HeaveU, or the 
irresistible force of natural causes j' that their towns are not ruined 
by an* invasion, nor their trade confined by a pestilence; they 
may then easily collect that they ate uhhappy ohly by the miscon- 
duct of their governors, they may assign their infelicity to 'tliat 
cause, as the only remaining cause that is adequate to the effect. i 
If it be granted, my Lords, that theymay be mistaken in thcii' 
reasoning, it must be owned tlial they arc mot mistaken without 
probabilities on their side* it Is probable that the ministry must 
injure the publick interest w hen it decays u ithout any other visiblo 
cause; it is still more probable. When it appears tiiftt among tiiosc 
whose station ■enables them to enter into national enquiries, every 
mrn imputes their calamities to the minbter. Who is not visibly de- 
pendent on his favour. It becomes more probablcy et when it ap- 
pears that it is the great business of the minister to multiply depend- 
encico, to list accomplices, and to corrupt his judges, ' 

At least, my Lords, if it be granted, which surely cannot be de- 
nied, that the people may be sensible of their own nihcric«, it is 
their part-to declare their sufleniigs,dn(l to apply to tJiis Holise for 
relief, and it is our business to discover the authora of tliein, and 
bring'thenx topuhishment. 
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If as commissioner of the treasury he has no more power than any 
of his associates', whence is it, that to oppose or censure him, to 
doubt of lus infallibility, to' suspect lus integrity, or to obstruct his 
influence, is a crime punished with no ligliter penalty than forfeit- 
ure of employment ? as appears, my Lords, from the late dismission . 
of 3 gentleman, against nhom nothing can be alleged but an ob- 
stinate independence and open disregard of this arbitrary minister. 

But happy nould it he, my Lords, for this nation, if he endea- 
Toured not to extend bis authority beyond the treasury or the 
court j if he would content himself with tyrannizing over those 
whose acceptance of salaries and preferments lias aheady subjected 
them to his command, without attempting to influence elections, or 
to direct the members of the other House. 

How much the influence of the crown has operated upon all pub- 
liclc councils Since the adi ancement of this gentleman, how zeal- 
ously it has been supported, and how industriously extended, is un- 
necessary to explain, since wliat is seen or felt by almost crerj’ man 
in the kingdom cannot reasonably be supposed unknomi to your 
lordships. 

Nothing can be more cootroiy' to the true notion of the British 
constitution, than to imagine, that by' such measures his 
real interest is adianccd. The true intemt, my Lords, of every 
monarch , is to please the people, and the only nay of pleasing Bri- 
tons, is to prcscpic their liberties, their reputation, and their com- 
merce. Every attempt to extend the power of the crown beyond ’ 
the limits prescribed by our laws, must in cflcct make it weaker, 
by diveiling the only sourec of its strength, the affection of his 
subjects.? < , , ' > • ' 

It is, therefore, my opinion, my Lotxis, tliat we ought to agree ’ 
to this motion, as a standing memorial 'not' only of tnir regard for 
the nation, 'but of our adherence to our so^ ereign j that his coun- 
cils may be no longer influenced by tlwt man whose pernicious ad- 
vice, and unjustifiable conduct, lias ad<led new -hopes and new 
strength to his enemies, imjiomished and exasperated his subjects, '' 
inflamed the discontent of the seditious, and almost- alicnated'tlie s 
affcctioniof the loyal. ' ' ‘ . fi d i 

The Bishop oLSalisbuky spoke next,'fo the 'following purport: •• 
— My Lords, after all itho exaggerations of the errors; ^and all the * * 
representations of the mal-conduct, of the right honourable gentle^ - 
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man, after the most affecting rhetorick, and the most acute enqui- 
ries, nothing has appeared of weight sufficient to prevail with me 
to agree to the present motion, a motion, if not of an unprecedent- 
ed, yet of a very extraordinary kind, which may extend in its con- 
" sequences to futurity, and be perhaps more dangerous to innocence 
than guilt. ■ , . 

1 cannot yet discover any proof sufficient to convict him of hav- 
ing usurped the authority of first minister, or any other power than 
that accidental influence which every man li;is, whose addyess or 
services ha\e proeured him the favour of his sovereign. 

Tire usurpation, iny Lords, of regal power must be made evident 
fjy somewhat more than general assertions, must appear from some 
publick act like that of one of the prelates left regent of the king- 
dom by Richai'd the First, who, as soon as the king was gone too 
far to returrr, in the first elevations of his heart, began his new au- 
thority by imprisoning his colleague. 

To charge this’ gentleman with the dismission of any of his col- 
leagues, can, after the strongest aggravations, rise no higher than 
to an accusation of having advised his Slajesty to dismiss him, and 
even that, rny Loi’ds, stands at present unsnpportcd by evidence, 
nor could it, however uncontestably proved^, discover either wicked- 
ness or weakness, or show any other authority than every man would 
exercise, if he were able to attain it. 

If he had discharged this gentleman by his own authority, if he 
had transacted singly any great affair to the disadvantage of the 
publick, if he ,had imposed eitlier ujjon ,lbe Iving or the senate by 
false representations, if he luul set tlic laws at defiance, and openly 
trampled on our constitution, and if by these practices he had 
exalted himself above the reach of a legal prosecution, it had been 
•worthy ‘of the dignity of this House, ,to have over-leaped the com- 
.mon iboundavies of custom, to have neglected the- standing rules of 
^ procedure, and to have brought so contem^ituous and powerful an 
offender' to a level with the rest of his fellow-subjects by expeditious 
and vigorous methods, to have repressed his arrogance, broken his 
power,- and'overwhelmed him at.once by the resistless weight of an 
unanimous censure, 

•But, my Lords, 'we -have in the present case no provocations from 
erhues either openly lavowed, or evidently proved, and certainly no 
.incitement from necessity, to.exert the power of the. House in any 
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extraordinary liidtliod of prosecution. We may punish whenever 
Hve can con\i(!t, and conxict whenever we can obtain evidence; 'let 
us not therefore condemn any man Unheard, nor 'punish nnyunan 
uncondcMnetl. ' '• * / 

The Duke of 'BEDVonD spoke next/ in'Substanccas follows — Wy 
Lords, it is easy to charge the most blameless and gentlcprocedum 
•with injustice'and severity, but it L not ea->y tosupportfsuch an ac- 
cusation without confoundin^meaJures widely diffcrerlt 'and disgim- 
‘ing the nature of things u ith lull jcious misrepresentations. > 
Nothing is more evident than that neifher condemnation norpu- 
'nishment 6 intended by the Utotion before tis', wlllch'is onlj to lo- 
move fiom power a mm who has no other claim to it'than thewill 
of his master, and who, as he had not been injured bj never obtain- 
ing it, cannot justly complain that It’is taken from him'. 

'fhe motion, inj Loi'd--, i3sof.irfrom lhaC 

it confers lovvnuls, it haves him m Ihc po'Sission of 'jmmcn>-e 
wealth, howciCr accumuhted, and enables idin to leave th.at-onicc 
in security, from which most of* his j>rc<lece£'‘Or?liavc been jnceipi- 
tated h} national resentment, dr scnatorhl pro^ccution 
Thera is no censUrc, mj Loids, nndc of Idrf conduct, no charge 
of weakness or sU«picion of disliomsty, nor can any thing more bo 
(tptitablyinrenvd fiom it, than that in the opinion of thistHou^c, Ins 

• ■MijiSt) may probabU bt served bysomeotJicr person; moro to thf 

•tili'faCtiOn of the British nation. * i.-. ' 

Though it vs not just to punWi|aUymanwUhoutcxamination,w 
to censufe Ids corfduct merely becausd it bas been unplcasing 6i tin- 

• juCcC-sfiil, though it is hot x'Casonabletlftt anyinan should foifcib 
-what he pos<*e&scs in his oWnlight; without a crime,ijct it is sjmt 

to 'withdraw favours Only to confu them on anolherimorcdLserv- 
ing, it i3 just in ail} man to withhold his own,, only to preserve hi? 
light, or obvhtc an injurious j/re«cription, and it is thcicfort ju‘^T 
to advise such a conduct wheneverit appears nccc'mrr to tlioso who 
have IhO light of oBcung adviCc. r o i . 

To advice liL, M'yesty, ni} Lonl^, is not only ouriright but our 
duty; We are not only justifiable in practising; bnt-ciimmal In nr-» 
‘glecting it. That we should i1cc!aieo«rapprelien3ions-iofaii}vm- 
pending ciinger, tiUd our di^appiobatiunOf pul)hcknm«condm.t,u5 
'CviiCctcd botli bj our sovereign and the pcop]e,.tmd let-UJ notby 
oirytting such warning'^ lull tbe nation and oar sovereign into a 
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dangerous security^ and from tenderness to one man prolong or en- 
crease the miseries of our country, and endanger or destroy the 
honour of our i sovereign. 

Lord Heuvey spoke next, in eflecL as follows : — My Lords, this 
is "surely a day destined by the noble Ivords wbo defend the motion, 
for the support of paradoxical assertions, for the exercise of their 
penetration, and ostentation of their rlietorick j they havcattemj)tcd 
to maintain the certainty of common fame in oj)posilion to daily 
obsei'vation 5 the existence of a sole minister in contiudiction to 
the sti’ongcst evidence; and having by these gradations arri\ed at 
the highest degree of controversial temerity, aie endeavouring to 
make it appear, that the publick censure of the House of Lords is 
no punislnnent. 

If we lake the libcriy, iny Lords of using knoun words in a new 
sense, in a meaning reserved lo oursehes only, it will indeed be dif- 
ficult to conftitc, as it uill be impossible to understimd us; but if 
punishment be -now to be understood as impl 3 ing the same idea 
^^hich has hitherto been convej-ed by it, it will not be easy to show 
that a man thus publickly censured is not severely punished, and, if 
his crimes. arc not clearly proved, punished in opj)osition to law, to 
reason, and to justice. 

It has been hitherto imagined, my lx)rds, that no p\mishmcnt is 
heavier than that of infamy; and shame has, by generous minds, 
been avoided at the hazard of every other misery. That such a cen- 
sure, as is proposed by the motion, must irreparably destroy the re- 
putation, of the person against whom it is directed, that it must con- 
firm the reports of his enemies, impair 4 he esteem of his friends, 
mark him out to all Europe as unworthy of his sovereign’s favour, 
and represent. him to 'latest posterity as an enemy to his country, is 
^ 'indisputably certain, i > • ^ 

These, my .Lords, are .the evident consequences of the address 
moved for’bythe noble. Lord; and, if such consequences are not 
penal,, it will be no longer in our power to enforce our laws by 
sanctions of terror. ^ » 

' To condemn a man unheard is an open and flagrant violation of 
the first law oTjustice, but it is still a wider deviation from it to 
punish > a man .unaccused ; no crime has been charged upon this 
gentleman proportioned ho the penalty proposed by the motion, and 
the charge that has been produced is destitute of proof. 
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Let m thewforc, my Iyird«, rcrercncc tlit? grMt lavra of rraioh 
anti justice, let iw jirc?cn-c our With clnraclcr and prerogative of 
judges, withotit descending to tlie low province of accusers and ct- 
ecutioners j let us so far rcgarilour rcjmtalion.our lUicrtj,amIour 
posterity, as to reject the motion. < 

'1 Several other Lords spoke in this ilcbnle# which kistctl clevrn 
hours ; at length the question was ptit, and on a division car- 
ried in the nqjalivc. Osntcnt 59. N'ot content lOS. 

After the tklennination of the foregoing question, the Duke of 
MAHX.Bonouon rose up and spoke ns follows:— 

Jly Lords, thoivgh jnur patience must wnilouhtedly he wcarietl hy 
the unusual length of (his day’s debate, n dcleilc protracted In my 
opinion, not hy the dilTiculty of the question, hut hy the olrstlnacy 
.of prejudice, the anlouf of passion, and the tlr*irc of rictor)'? yet 1 
doubt not but the roganl which this tt«scmh!y has alwajs paid to the 
safely and liapplness of the state, will incline you to support the 
fatigue of attention a little longer, and to hear with j-our usual im» 
partiality anollier motion, 

'flic proposition which I am alwut to hy dowT), my l.ords, is not 
«uc3i as can admit of cuntroversy; it Is such asi.'indlng principle as 
was always aeknowicdgvd even t»ylho»c wi»o base deshlcsl from U; 
such a Known truth as never was denied, (hough It apiicnrs some- 
times to Iiave bc^’n forgotten. 

But, myI,ords as It never can be forgotten without injury to 
particular persons, and shnger to the state in general, lt>cannot be 
too frcqvicnlly rccollcctcvl, or too firnlW cstnbUvhcd j it ought ndt 
only to he tacitly ndinlttod, but pwbllckly dcckiml, since no man’s 
favtvKw, ivberty, or life, caw \«saf«, wtwre bis judges simii'tidnV 
themselves at liberty to act upon any other principle. I thcrcforr 
move, " lliat any attempt toinnict any Kind of punishment on any 
person without allowing him ati opportunity to nuke his defonn', 
or without any proof of any crime or mKdeincannr eommiltwl by 
him, is contrary to natural justice, the fundamental has of this 
realm, and the antient established usage of the senate, and is o high 
infringement of tlic liberties of (he subject.” . i > I 
‘ He was seconded by the DaLc of DrrovsiriRr t— hfy Ijords, 
though (he motion made by the noble Duke is of such a kind,' that 
no opposition can be expected or feared^' jet 1 rise up to second it. 
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'lest it should he imagined 'that what cannol he rej'ictcd^ is yet un- 
' willingly admitted. 

Tiiat where this maxim is not allowed and adhered to^ rights and 
liberties are empty sounds, is imconlestahly evident; if this prin- 
eijde be forsaken, guilt and innocence arc equally secure, all caution 
is vain, and all testimony useless. Caprice will in our courls .suj>- 
jdy the jdacc of reason, and all evidence must gi\c way to malice, 
or to favour. 

I hope, therefore, my Lords, that your regard to. justice, to timth, 
. and to your own safety, will influence you to confirm this great and 
self-evident jmnciple by a standing rcsolntion, that may not only 
restrain oppression in the present age, but direct the judiciary pro- 
• ceedin^ of our successors. 

Lord Lovel rose next, and spoke as follov.’S ; — My Lords, liberty 
' and justice must always support each othoi', they can never long 
'flourish apart; every temporary expedient (hat can be contrived to 
■preserve or enlarge libeity by means arbitrary and oppressi\'c, forms 
a precedent wliicb may in time be made use of to violate or destroy 
it. Liberty is in effect susjicndcd, whenever injustice is piacliscd, 
for u'hat is liberty, rny Lords, but the power of doing right without 
;fcar, without controul, and without danger? 

But, my Lords, if any man may be condemned unheard, if judge- 
ment may precede e^’idence, what safety, or what confidence, can 
• integrity aflbrd? It is in vain that any man means well, and acts 
prudently, it is even in vain that lie can prove the, justice and pru- 
dence of his conduct. 

By liberty, my Lords, can never be meant the privilege of doing 
wrong without being accountable, because libert)' is alwai’s spoken 
of as happiness, or one of the means to happiness, and happiness 
and virtue cannot be separated. The great use of liberty must there- 
fore be to preserve justice from violation, justice the great piibliclc 
"Virtue, by which a kind of equality is diffused over the whole soci- 
ety, by which wealth is restrained from ojipression, and inferiority 
preserved from Servitude. ' 

Liberty, general liberty, must imply general justice ; for wherc- 
ever any part of a stale can be unjust tvith impunity, the rest are 
slaves. That to condemn any man unheard is oppressive and un- 
just, is beyond controversy demonstrable, and that no such power 
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is claimed by jour Lord'hips nill, I hope, appear from your reso- 
lutions ' ' 

Lord Gower spol%e nc\t:— My Lords, to the principle laid 
doum by those noble Lords, I have no objection, and concur with 
them in hoping that all our proceedings will contribute to establish 
it j but why it should be confirmed by a formal resolution, why the 
Hou'C should solemnly declare Iheir assent to a maxim which it 
wrould be madness to deny, it is beyond my penetration to dis- 
cover. 

Though tlie noble Lord's position cannot be controverted, yet 
lus motion, if it is designed to imply any censure of the proceedings 
of this day, may reasonably be rejected, and that some censure is 
intended, we may conjecture, because no other reason can be given 
why it was not made at some other time- 

Lord Halxpax then ro^e . — ^My Lords, that a censure is intended, 
will, I 8uppo«o, not be denied, and that such a censure is unjust 
must doubtless be the opinion of all thosewho are supposed to have 
Incurred it, and it will therefore not be wondered that the motion 
is opposed by them,' as indecent and calumnious • late as it is, my 
liords, I will not for my part suffer such an Indignity without op« 
position, and 1 shall think my conscience and my honour require, 
that 1 should not bo overborne by perseverance or by numbers, but 
that I should, if I cannot convince llie noble Lords by aigument# 
of the impropriety of the motion, record my reasons against it, 
which may perhaps be more candidly received by posterity. 

Lord Taldot spoke to this effect . — My Lords, it is not without 
indignation that I hear a motion so injurious to my own honour* 
and to that of the noble Lords who have concurred with me in the 
last debate, nor without contempt that I observed the motion con- 
founded with the positions contained in it. the lowsubtility of such 
conduct is no lesS to be despised than the malice to be abhorred. 

Fifty-nine lords are here branded as strangers or enemies to the 
first principle of judicial equity, for doing what will entitle them 
to the general applause of every man in the kingdom “that has the 
full possession of his understanding or the free use of his senses, of 
every man that can distinguish truth or feel oppression. 

Tliey have endeavoured to rescue their country from the rapiiio 
of pensioners and the tyranny of an army, from perpetual taxes, 
VOL I. p 
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and useless expenccs; they have attempted to expose the errors of 
arrogant jgnomnee, and to depress the power of greatness founded 
on conxiption and swelling beyond legal restraints. 

That for such attempts they arc vilified and reproached, is not to 
be obsen'cd without indignation and astonishment j astonishment 
which nothing could abate but the recollection of the situation of 
those Lords who have united to promote so unjust a censure. 

Let us, my Lords, consider the circumstances of the three noble 
Lords by whom this motion has been made and supported, let us 
take a view of their conduct, and consider the visible motives to 

which it may be ascribed, their places, thcii' dependence 

Lord CuoLMONDr.LrY spoke next, in substance a? follows: — iVIy 
Lords, I rise thvis abruptly to preserve that order and decency which 
is essential to pulilick councils, and particularly suitable to the dig- 
nity of this assembly, which can only become a scene of tumult and 
confusion by such methods of debale, and lose that respect which it 
has hitlierto preserved, notonlybythc justiccof its deterrainatiotts, 
but by the solemn gmndcur of its jirocedurc. 

The motion, my Lords, is allowed to contain nothing but what 
every man avows in speculation, and obscn’cs, or ought to observe, 
in publick transactions, and yet those that offer and sujipoit it arc 
represented as abettol's of, oppression, and instnnnents of tyranny. 

. It is surely wonderful, my Lords, that those who arc solicitous for 
the preservation of their own honour, and so diligent to obviate the 
most remote reflection that may glance upon it, should not remem- 
ber, that tlie same delicacy may raise in others the same resent- 
ment, when their reputation is openly attacked ; and that while 
they are asserting the right of the nnnoj’ity to an exemption from 
censure, they shall not allow the greater number at least an equal 
claim to the same privilege. 

- Lord Talbot then resumed: — My Lords, whether anything has 
escaped from me that deserves sxich severe animadversions, your 
Lordships must decide. , For what I might intend to say, since by 
the interruption of that noble Lord I was hindered from procecd- 
,hig, I hope I shall not be accountable. 

Not that I acknowledge myself to have asserted any thing either 
contrary to law, or to the privileges of the House, or inconsistent 
with the character of an independent Lord, a character which I shall 
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always endeavour to preserve, and which I will not forfeit for the 
smiles of a court, the dignity of high employment, or the aflluencc 
of a pension. 

Nor, my Lords; whenever the necessities of my country require 
that I should s^Jcak my sentiments with freedom, will I be awed 
into silence and EubTnis=ion, but will set any power at deliance that 
shall dare to restrain mo. ^ 

I pretend not, my Loi ds, to be always in the right, I claim no 
other merit than that of meaning well, and when I am convinced, 
after propel examination, that 1 am engaged on the side of truth, 
I will trample on that insoknce'tbat shall command me to suppress 
my sentiments. 

When I reflect, my Lords, on the distresses of my country, when 
I observe the security and arrogance of those whom I consider as 
the authors of the pubhek miseries, 1 cannot always contain my re- 
sentment; I may peihaps sometimes start out into unbecoming 
transports, and speak In terms not very ceremonious of sych aban- 
doned, such detestable But as this is, perhaps, not the lan- 

guage of the House, I shall endeavour to repress it, and hope tliat 
the bounds of decency have never been so far transgressed by me 
tliat 1 should bo exposed to the censure of juur LonUhtps. 

Lord Abinodok next rose, and said: — My Lords, the present 
motion is undoubtedly just, but by no means necessary, or particu- 
larlyadapted, to the present time. . It contains a general piinciple, 
uncon’tested, and established} a principle which this assembly has 
never denied, and from which 1 know not that it has evci’ de- 
parted. 

As there is tlieiefore no particular necessity of confirming it by 
a new resolution, and as the present time seems less proper than 
any other, 1 cannot but declare mj opiiuon, that to vesume it at 
some other time will be more prudent, than to give the Lords who 
think their conduct censured ally occasion of resentment or dis- 
content. » 

Lord Caetbeet spoke, to the following effect : — My Lords, the 
maxim laid down in the present motion, is in itself incontestable, 
and so far from any inconsistency with the former, that as there was 
no reason for making, there is in my opinion none for op^Kising itj 
as it may at any time be made, it may at any time be properly 
passed. And I hope that our unanimity on this occasion will show 
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that truth, however imscasooably afhancctl, uiil in this House be 
always received. 

But, lest the noble Lords who have ojiposcd the inotion should 
think their honour engaged in continuing the opposition, I take 
the liberty, my Lords, to move that the previous cjuestion may be 
put. 

Other Lords spoke on each side; at last the previous question 
was put by the president, who demanded, ‘ Is it your Lordships’ 
pleasure, that the question be now put ? Those Lords who are 
for it, say Content : those who arc against it say, Not Con- 
tent.’ There was accordingly a cry of both j after u hich the 
president declared, ‘^The contents have it and some l^ords re- 
plying 'The non-contents have it,’ his Lordship saul, ‘^Thc non- 
contents must go below the bar;’ which is the manner of di- 
viding the House. Those who remained being told in their 
seats, and those who went out being told at coming in again, 
there were 

Content 81, Not content 54 : 

So that the resolution moved for, passed without a division. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

February 24, 1740-1. 

Lord Tyrconnell made a motion for bringing in a bill for the bet- 
ter cleansing and “paving the streets of IVestminster, and the li- 
berties thereof: in support of which motion he spoke to the fol- 
lowing purpose : — 

Sir, though the gi'ievance which T am about to lay before the 
House is not of the most formidable or dangerous kind, ^et as it is 
such as grows every day greater, and such as every day endangei-s 
the lives of thousands, I hope it will not be tliought useless or im- 
proper to propose it to the consideration of this assembly, to offer 
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my thoughts on tlie methwls by which it may be most easily re- 
mo\ed, and to endeavour to incite othecs to the same consider- 
ations. ' 

Jt ;■» impossible. Sir, to come to this assembly, or to return from 
it, nitlwmt observations on the present condition of the streets of 
We tinmster , observations forced upon every man, however inat- 
tentive, or however engrossed by reflections of a different kind. 

The warmest zeal for publick happiness, the most anvious vigil- 
ance against general dangers, must I believe sometimes give way 
to nbjocts immediate, though of less importance, nor will the most 
pnbiick-spinted senatois deny, that they have often been in the 
stieets‘a*mned with obstructions, or shocked with nuisances. 

The filth. Sir, oF ®ome parts of the town, and the inequality and 
ruggedneas of -others, cannot but in the eyes of foreigners disgrace 
oui nation, and incline them to imagine us a people, not only with- 
out vlelicacy, but without government, a herd of barbaTians, ora 
colony of Hottentots 

The most disgusting part of the character given by trav'cllers, of- 
the most savage nations, U their neglect of cleanliness, of which 
perhhps no part of the woiid affords more proofs, than the streets 
of the British capital j a city famous for wealth, and commerce, 
and plenty, and for evety other kind of chllity and politeness, but 
which abounds with such heaps of filth, as a savage would look on 
with amazement 

If that be allowed which is generally believed, that putrefaction 
and stench are t he causes of pestilential distempers j the removal of 
this grievance may be pi'essed fiom motives of far gi-eater weight 
Ulan those of delicacy and pleasure, and I might solicit the timely 
care of Jhis assembly for the preserv'ation of innumerable multi- 
tudes, and entreat those, who are watching against slight misfor- 
tunes, to unite their endeavours with mine, to avert the greatest 
and most dreadful of calamities. 

Not to dwell. Sir, upon dangers, which may perhaps be thought 
only imaginaiy, I hope that it will beat least considered, how much 
the present neglect of thepavement is detrimental to every carriage, 
whether of tiade, or pleasure, or convenience, and that those who 
have allowed so much of thdr attention to petitions, relating to the 
roads of the kingdom, the repair of some of which is almost cv ery 
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session thought of importance sufFicicnt to debate-, in this 

House, will not think the streets of the capi^*''^ alone unworthy of 
their regard. 

Tiiat the present neglect of cleansing anc’^ paving the streets is 
such as ought not to be borne, that the pas^^”^^^^ cvciy whcie 
cither surpi’ised and endangered by une.vpectc^^ chasms, or oficncicd 
or obstnictcd by mountains of filth, is well ^ ever} one that 
has passed a single day in this great city 5 ad*^ c^'C\ancc 

is without remedy, is a sufficient proof that magistrate has at 
present power to remove it : for cvciy man’® private regard to his 
own ease and safety, would incite him to exef*^ authority on this 
occasion. 

I humbly propose, therefore, that a bill md-'’ brought into the 
House, to enable his hlajesty’s justices of pca'^^ liberties of 

Westminster, to inspect the publick ways of punish 

the neglect of cleansing and paving them ; o'’ officer be 

appointed, and vested with full authority, foi' same jiurpose. 

Mr. Sandys spoke ne.\'t, to this effect : — ^ believe the giiev- 
ance, so much complained of by the right i^onourablc member, is 
not difficult to be removed without a new legislature, 

being perhaps more properly to be imputed td negligence of the 
.justices, than to defect of their authority; have already 

sufficient power to regulate this disorder : arf'^ ^ '""y allowed to 
hope. Sir, that they do not want leisure to obs"^'’' '' ^beir num- 
ber is so great, that if we suppose them to wholly engaged by 
the common business of their office, a foreig"'^'’ ''’^uld have occa- 
sion of I'eproaching us with defects more jipportant than want of 
delicacy, and might justly censure us as a peoh^*^ corrupt beyond the 
common rate of human Avickedness, a natioh divided only into two 
classes, magistrates and criminals. 

But they in reality abound so much among that most of them 
arc only nominal magistrates, vested with ‘Authority which they 
never*, exert, or exert to bad purposes, and wh'^^b it were well if they 
were obliged to employ in the real service 0'^ their country, by su- 
perintending the paviours and the scavenger.^' 

For this reason it is unnecessary to erect d officer, as an in- 
spector of- our streets, since every office that ii^cessary is per- 
nicious. Were .the consequences of this griev^"*^'' as they liave 
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been represented I should perhaps wllingly erect a new office, tliough 
I should not be surprised to hear the wisest man declare rather for 
a pestilence than an encrcase of officers. 

As I neither think the griexance insupportable, nor the methods 
proposed for removing it necessary or proper, I declare myself 
against the motion. 

Lord Gage spoke, in the following manner t — Sir, as the griev- 
ance cannot be denied to be real, and tbe motion therefore may rea- 
sonably be imagined to have been made without any other inten- 
tion than of benefiting the pubUck by an useful law, I cannot dis- 
cover any sufficient reason for a rejection so peremptory and con- 
temptuous. 

That every man is disgusted, and almost every man daily endan- 
geied m our streets, has not been denied, nor will any man, I 
suppose, question what, if he has not jet experienced it, he may 
perhaps be fully convinced of, in his next visit or excursion 

Tho«e evils, which every man feels, though slight, are worthy of 
the attention of the legislature} and that danger that threatens 
multitudes, though distant, ought to be averted* for a small dis- 
order, like a small expence, when It extends to multitudes, becomes 
a national affair. * 

But though this motion maj perhaps be liable to some objections, 
there is ctrtainly no such absurdity to be found in it, as may justify 
us in rejecting it without examination : to reject a motion when it 
is first offered, is a pi-oof of prejudice, next to that of rejecting it 
unheard ; it is to determine ti question, before it h discussed or can 
be fully understood 

Mr. Sasdys replied in substance as follows '—Sir, I cannot but 
differ V ery widely in opinion from the right honourable member that 
spoke last, with regard to tbe propriety of opposing a motion when 
it Is first made 5 a practice, which I can by no means think incon- 
sistent with either decency or prudence, and which would perhaps 
be of use to the publick, if it was more fiequent. ■> 

When any motion is made, it is subjected to the conaideratioh Of 
this assembly, and every member is at full liberty to examine and 
discuss it. If it appears to deserve farther attention, it may be ad- 
mitted, but if the subject be dther improper or unseasonable, or the 
measures proposed injudicious Or dangerous, it is then to be rejected. 
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and if it is at last to be rejected, it is apparent lliat no time ought 
to be thrown away upon it. 

The hours, and da)'s, and weeks, that have been unprofitably sjjcnt 
upon bills which after all our endeavours could not be jKiS'-ed ; the 
delays of real benefits to the publick, whicl) have been produred by 
long pursuits of shadowy advantages, have inclined me to a more ex- 
peditious method of proceeding, and determined me speedily to re- 
ject W’hat I cannot hope to amend. 

The question being put, passed in the ncgtitivc, 142 against 109. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Ff.ekuahy 27, 1740-1. 


DEBATE ON THE SECOND KEADINC OF A BILE TO mEVENT IN- 
CONVENIENCES AIIISING rilOM JNSUUANCC OF SUITS. 

The bill being read, Sir John Bahnaud spoke tlms : — Sir, there 
.cannot be brought before this House any questions more difficult in 
.themselves, more entangled with a multijdicity of relation":, or more 
perplexed with an endless diversity of circumstances, than those 
which relate to commercial afiairs ; affairs on which the most c\pe- 
Tienced often disagree, and on which the most sagacious may deceive 
.themselves with erroneous conjectures. 

There are no questions. Sir, which require so much personal know- 
ledge of the subject to which they relate, nor is there any subject 
with which so few gentlemen in this house have had opportunities 
of being acquainted. There arc no questions. Sir, which their va- 
riety of relations to different persons exposes to be so easily misre- 
presented without detection, nor any in which the opposition of par- 
-ticular interests so much incites a false representation. In all these 
ipases, deceit is easy, and there is a strong temptation to deceive. 

JNor are these questions. Sir, always perplexed by intentional 
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fraud, or fal:e assertions, of -which tl»ey that utter them arc them- 
sehes conscious. 

' Tliose uho deceive us, do not always suppress any truth of which 
they are convincetl, or set feels befoie us^in any other light, than 
that in which themaelses behold them j they for the most part err 
with an honest intention, and propagate no mistakes but those 
which they have themselves admitted. 

Of this kind. Sir, are doubtless the measures proposed in the bill 
before us, -which those by whom they are promoted may easily -think 
to be of benefit to the publick, but which, I beliete, will appear the 
result of impeifect views, and ])artial consideration. i ‘ 

The great and fund-unental error. Sir, of the patrons of this bill, 
seems to be an opinion tliat the practice of insuring is not known to 
other nations, nor can be carried on in any other place, and from 
this principle they deduce consequences, which, if they were inevi- 
tably ceitain, might easily influence us to an immediate approbation 
of the bill, as neccssaiy to sectire our commerce, and distress our 
enemies. 

They conclude, Sir, with sufficient justness, that veiy few mer- 
chants would haiard their fortunes in long \o)-ages or distant com- 
merce, or expose themselves to the dangers of war, without security 
which insurances afford them, and having persuaded themselves that 
such security is to be obtained froov no other nation, thejf imagine 
that we might, by prohibiting it, confine all the foreign vessels in 
their ports, and destroy by one lesolulion the trade of both our 
rivals and our enemies. , ^ 

That our East India company may desire the ratificatibn Of this 
bill, I cannot deny, because they might perhaps receiv e from it some 
temporary advantage by the short inconveniences w hich those whom 
they consider as the enemies of their commerce would feel fixim it 
They may desire it, because the experiment, if it feds, as it must, 
cannot injure them j and if it succeeds, may produce great advan- 
tages to them : they may w-ish it, because they will fed the imme- 
. diate benefit, and the detriment will fall upon others. 

I shall not enquire whether our merclumts are inclined to look 
with malevolence on all those who cultivate the same branches'of 
commerce with themselves, though they have neither the violation 
of natural rights, nor the infiingemcnt of national treaties, toxom- 
plain of. I should be Unwilling to suspect a British merchant, whose 
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ncqininfnnrc with thf ron'fituti'in of hti own jnnnSr;' f>t!;rht fo 
sliow him the value of ItlK-rly, «h() o’.uth.t to !h' ahtsw' narrnw 
£clu'nu’5, hv the knowlede^e wliicti hh ion ('!rx!i! ', fiini (o 

Ctun, of a (li'jire to encroach tijton the rijlst- off)!!.* ( oi to rtiero'', 
the pcnenil benefit' of nafurv"* ; asi'i 'li.il! only oh *’ivc, that **v( ra} 
other nations can plead n claim to the M:t‘t India tt-Tfle, a chaim of 
equal validity uith »Mir own ; llrd th'- Daic-i Inve th>^ir ‘Cttharmt 
there, and that the I’ortutrtu ^.!- di-Cfoi rul t!,(‘ way to tho-" r» i;i(»r;^ 
of wealth, from which fome ju thajK are iiu!in* fl to f\chid>- tln m. 

But nothing is more ^ain than to attcnipt to cxflnd'* tlwin by rc- 
fusincr to iii'Uic their. •■liij)'. hei-iu'-c fli'‘oj»tni nt ih’t theyoan h^ in- 
sured hv no other nation i- cntirdv wirliont fottndation, 'I'h' re arc 
« ^ 

at tins time offices of in-nr.nu-" aloinr tin- whole roa*t‘ of t!:c Mid- 
land .‘^ra, among the Dalch, and even among th.e rrench. N’o'Iiing 
can deliar any nation fiom tie- tiatfe of imura.n <• ieit tie* want of 
inonev, and tint monc) i' not wanted hy inr i^n'o- f ir thi* jiorj/^i-e, 
a]i])e;ns from the in'cat imU' which tlew h d!|i'oit'’d itt our 
fund?. 

Tliat thi-> trade now r.naied on chi-fly hy thi. na'ion, thomrh 
not solely, is inconf olahlc ; hnt what can ii -iid'i rr<»l Tran that, htit 
that wc ought not to oh-truct our own gain r that v.-o’;;:!ii not to 
make a law to flcjiiwc out-e-lvc- of that aiUantav of whiih t itfiir 
favouiable. accident.s or our own racity Iia\(‘j)Ut m in ]Keoedton * 

Fen* thi' reason it uj>pc'ti •. tha' it would not contiihuie to the 
wealth of the publick to debar us front in'urinu: the ship' e\cn of 
those with whom wc are at war, for it is always to l>c n mcinbert’d 
that they will receive no detriment from sucii jtroliibitions, nor will 
feel any otlier consequence from them than a nccc."ity of tntn'fcr- 
ring to some other nation tlie jirofit which wo ivcciu; fiann it. 

What the profit is which arises to flic nation from tlie trade of in- 
surance it. is not po.s.siblc exactly to determine, hut that the. trade is 
really advantageous may be reasonalily conceived, hcc*;\u.=c after many 
years experience it is diligently followctl, attd a law was never neces- 
sary to prohibit the pursviit of a business by which .nothing was to 
be. gained. But could the gain of the in.mrer be a doubtful point, 
there is a certain advantage to the nation by the money paid for 
commission, brokerage, stamps, and the credit of tlie premium de- 
posited here. 

I might add. Sir, another considerable sum yearly arising to the 
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emmcnt from the additional letters, occasioned by this trade, 
which encrease the revenues of the post-ofTicc, without any deduc- 
tion for additional charge. 

That the lo«s of this profit, and the gain of Insuring, will ensue 
upon the ratification of this bill, cannot be dented; nor does it ap- 
jtear, tliat this loss will be counterbalanced by any advantage tint 
will be gained over our rivals or our enemies. 

Whether this bill, Sir, would produce to the mcrcliants of that 
city by which it is promoted, the advantages which they expect from 
it, or remove any of the grievances of which tJiey complain, I am 
not able po^itirely to determine j but know, that it is not uifbommon 
for merchants, as well as other men, to confound private with pub. 
lick grierances, and to imagine their own interest the interest of 
the nation. 

With regard. Sir, to the practice of insuring, interest or no in- 
terest, os the term is, when an Imaginary value is put upon the 
ship or cargo, often much above its rc;d worth, it cannot be dcniwl, 
that some opportunities may be given by it for wicked practices. 
But there will aural's be circumstances in which there can he no se- 
curity against frauds, but common faith ; nor do I see how we can 
secure the insurers against the possibility of being dcfmudcd. 

I cannot indeed discover. Sir, bow this method of insuring can / 
be prevented ; for how can the value of a cargo be estimated, which 
is to be collected in a long vo}’age, at different ports, and where the 
success of the adventurers often depends upon lucky accidents, which 
arc indeed always hoped for, but seldom happen ? An im.iginary va- 
lue must Iherefoio be fixed upon, when the ship leaves the port ; 
bearose the success of ttial voyage caTinM, \k foreknown, and the 
contracting parties may be safely tnuted to set that value, witliout 
any law to direct or restrain them. 

If the mercljants are oppressed by any peculiar incom'enience^ ' 
and can find means of redressing them without injuringthe pub-, 
lick commerce, any proposal for that purjwsc ought to be favour- 
ably received; but as the bill now before us proposes general re- 
straints, and proposes to remove grievances, which are not felt, by 
remedies, whicli those, upon whom arc to operate, do not ap. 

^ prove, I tldnk it ought not to be refened to a committee, but 
vejectevl. ' . 

Mr. SouTiisvELL spoke next in terms to this pnri>ose : — Sir, when 
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1 first jn-oposed this bill to the House, I lamented the absence of that 
honourable gentleman, from whose discussions and arguments 1 ex- 
pected great information j and for whose judgment, in all com- 
mercial questions, I have the highest esteem, as his penetration not 
only enables him to discover the consequences of methods which 
have not yet been tried, but as his extensive acquaintance with 
many branches of trade, cannot but have informed him of the suc- 
cess of many expedients tried, as well in other nations as our own, 
for the advancement of it. ■ 

Trade, Sir, is a subject, of which it has been justly observed, 
that very few gentlemen have attained knowledge sufficient to qua- 
lify themselves to judge of the propriety of any new regulation j and I 
cannot but confess, that I have no uncommon skill in thsec questions. 
What I have to ’offer on this occasion, has been suggested to me, not 
so much by my own observations, as by the intelligence which^ I have 
very industriously sought, and by which, as I endeavoured to enqume 
of those whose opinion was least likely to be perverted by their in- 
ter^est, I hope I have not been misled. 

The merchants, to whom it has been my fortune to apply, have 
generally concurred in the opinion that the present practice of 
insuring is prejudicial to our commerce, nor have I found any dis- 
agreement between my constituents and the traders of this great 
metropolis. i 

I am unwilling to imagine that there can be any evil, for which 
the wisdom of this assembly cannot discover a remedv, and am 
therefore of opinion, that if the griev'ance is real, some expedient 
may be discovered for removing it j and that it is real, 1 cannot but 
be convinced, by the declarations of so many men, who can have no 
interest in complaining when they suffer nothing, and whose known 
abilities exempt them from the suspicion of imputing any part of 
their uneasiness to a cause which cannot produce it. 

The bill before us. Sir, requires, in my opinion, some amend- 
ments, and in it.s present state might, perhaps, ju'oduce more de- 
triment than advantage : but since it is necessary at least to attempt 
something for the relief of men so useful to this nation, it appears 
to me necessary to form a committee, and to deliberate on this sub- 
ject with more attention. 

Mr. Lockwood spoke next to the folloudng effect : — Sir, though 
I am not of opinion that the bill in its present state ought to be 
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passed into a law, jet I am far from thinking it so imperfect as not 
easily to l)c amended, and, therefore, am desirous that it sliould be 
conaidered in a committee. 

1 have not, indeed. Sir, often obecned, titat bills injudiciously 
drawn up at first have received great improvements from a second 
consideration, and have found it more easy to form a new bill, than 
to make alterations in one that is laid before us, for some original 
error will commonly i-cmain, and the sentiments of jlifTcrcnt men 
pursuing different view^, can seldom be moilclled into one consbt- 
ent scheme. But 1 am far from considering this bill as one of those 
that cannot be amended, for I can discover but few objections to 
the regrdations proposed in it, and those not relating to any of the 
essential parts, but slight and circumstantial, such as will easily be 
removed, or perhaps answered. 

Tlie grievance, Sir, for which lliis bill proposes a remedy, is so 
generally known, and so universall) lamented, that, I believe, there 
is not any thing more worthy of the attention of the legislature 
than an enquiry into the cause of it, and the proper method of re* 
dressing it. 

In our enqviirj* into the causes of this obstmetion of trade, I am 
of opinion. Sir, that^the practice of insuring, intercit or no interest, 
will appear to be the foundation of this general uneasiness: it will 
be found a practice of so natural a tendency to fraud, and so easily 
susceptible of dislioncst artifices, tlut, 1 believe, every member of 
this’Housc will desire its suppression 

To confirm my assertion. Sir, and jUustratc t!ic question before 
us, I shall mention some particular instances of fraud to which this 
custom has given occasion, of fraud so evident and so detestable that 
it cannot be related without indignation. 

The Rojal GeOige was a laige ship belonging to the South Sea 
company, which having been a voyage to Vera Cruz, put in at Ja- 
maica in her return j and being (heie refitted to piucecd on her 
voyage homewards, set sail, and came within a week's sailing of the 
port, when upon a sudden the officers entered into a consultation, 
and determined to go back a month’s voyage to Antigua, for what 
reason, Sir, may easily be guessed, when it is told that the ship was 
insured upon a supposed value of sixty t’nousand pounds. 

This lesolution. Sir, vvas no sooner formed, than orders were 
given to change the course and steer to Antigua, in opposition to all 
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the remonstrances of the carjienlcr, who is Ihe proper judge of the 
condition of a vessel, and \Yho declared with honesty and resolution 
against their wdiolc procedure. But they pursued their new scheme 
without any regard to his murmurs or assertions, and when they 
an-ived at Antigua, found some method of influencing the officers of 
that island to declare the ship unfit for the prosecution of the voyage. 
Their design. Sir, was now happily compleated. To confirm the 
determinafion which had been pronounced in their favour, they 
stranded the ship upon, a hank of sand, forced out the iron that 
grapples the timber t ogether, and having first taken away the masts 
and rigging, and whatever else could be used or sold, threw the bal- 
last to each end, and so broke the vessel in the middle. 

By this well-contrived sliipwreck, having as they imagined raised 
their fortunes, they came home triumphantly from their prosperous 
voyage, and claimed the money for which the ship Avas insured. 
The insurers, startled at a demand so unexpected, enf|uircd into the 

affair with all the industry Avhich its importance might naturally in- 

\ 

cite, and after some consultation determined to tiy whether the 
ship might not be refitted and brought to Britain, 

In pursuance of this resolution, tliey sent workmen and materials, 
and Avithout much expence, or any difficulty, brought it hither. 

I belicA'e, Sir, this relation is sufficient at once to proA C the prac- 
tice, and explain the nature, of the frauds to Avhich this method of 
insurance gives occasion j but as the frequency of them is such, that 
many instances may be produced, I shall offer another short narra- 
tive of the same kind. 

A ship that belonged to the East India company, insured after this 
method, Avas run ashore by the captain, in such a manner that he 
imagined none but himself able to recover it, and therefore, though 
it cost five thousand pounds, sold it for fiA-e hundred, but the pur^ 
chaser, no less expert than the captain, found means very speedily 
to disengage it, to restore it to a proper condition Avith little ex- 
pence, and Avas much enriched by his fortunate bargain. ' 

I cannot but obsen^e. Sir; that this kind of fraud is more formi- 
dable, as it may be practised Avithout a possibility of detection : had 
the captain, instead of stranding, destroyed his vessel, how could 
his wickedness ever have been discoA'ered ? or hoAV could the South 
Sea company’s ship have been brought home, had it been sunk in 
some distant corner of the aawM ? 
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Tills practice. Sir, and tlic frauds wliich it has occasioned, and 
the suspicions ivhich the easy practice of frauds ahvas’S creates, ha\c 
prodticed so many trials, and/illcdtUc courts of justice with such in- 
tricate contentions, that the judges, who know perhaps nothing of 
this practice but from its effects, Iiave often declared it to be so preg- 
nant w ith contests and cheats, that it ouglit riot to be suffered, and 
that a law for suppressing it would much contribute to tlic establish- 
ment of peace, and the security of property. 

I am not insensible, Sir, of tlie force of the argument made use 
of by the honourable gentleman srho spoke in favour of this prac- 
tice, and cannot but allow it that regard which his raasonings always 
deserve j it is the strongest, and perhaps the only argument, that 
can be produced. His assertion of the impossibility of estimating 
the real value of a ship, or of foreknowing the success of a voyage, 
is incontestable : but perhaps it will follow from thence, not that an 
imaginary value ought to he admitted, but tliat no insurance ought 
to be allowed, where there is no rational method of ascertaining it j 
or at least that all such insurance ought to be rather below the pro- 
bable value, than above it. 

If the grievance complained of has been proved not to be ima- 
ginary, vve ought doubtless to consulthowjt may be remetlicdj nor 
do I believe that our consultations will be ineffectual, if^vve engage 
in them, not with an intention to pcqijcx, but to inform each other. 
I am of opinion, Sir, that the importance of the question requhea 
a committee j nor can I dUcover any essential defect in the bill, 
which should hinder it from passing into a law. 

Mr. Bubselu spohe to this effect : — Sir, I am convinced by c.\- 
perience, as vv ell as reason, that so many inconveniences arise from 
this method of insurance, that it affords so many opportunities of 
fraud, and gives such encouiogement to negligence, that I shall 
willingly concur in any measures that may effectually suppress it. 

It is, Sir, too well known to require proof, that interest is the 
parent of diligence, and tliat men attend to the performance of 
their duty, in proportion as they must suffer by the neglect of it j 
and therefore every practice that deprives honesty of its reward, is 
injuvious to the publick. 

But that this is the consequence of estimating ships at an iroa- 
gmarj' v alue in the offices of insurance,’ is to the highest degree evi- 
dent. When a ship is estimated above its real value, 'bow will the 
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cofnmnndf'r sufitT by n week, or u'biil fbnll restrain bim from rir- 
stroyinc: liH vc.'^scl, %vlu-n il. mny lie done with «f'ounty to 
except lliat intcijrify wliirli indeed ouc'hl to l:e /xcncndly diffn-'ed, 
but which is not alwayr. to be found, am! to whieli few men tliink 
il .safe to trust upon ncc.asinns of far less importance? 

To .chow, Sir, tliat I do not indulge {jroundlccs .«U'picionc, or 
magnify the Ixirc possibility of finud into reality; that I do not 
blacken human nature, or propose laws against wiekedne.'-c that ha? 
not yet c.xistcd ; it may be proper to mention .some Icttor.s, in which 
I have been informed by my corresj^ondent at Leghorn, of the state 
of the ships which have arrived there ; ships so weakly manned, and 
so penuriously or negligently stored, so inuch decayed in the bot- 
toms, and so ill fitted with rigging, that he dcclaras bis asloni.di- 
ment at their amval. 

It mav deserve our consideration. Sir, whether the succcs.s of the 
Spanish privateci-s may not be in g^'eat jiart attrilnited to this per- 
nicious practice ? Wlicthcr captains, wlicn their vcs.^els arc injured 
for more than their value, do not nushly venture into known dan- 
ger ? Whether they do not wilfully mi-ss the security of convoys? 
. Whether they do not direct their courses where privateers may most 
securely cruize ? Whether they do not .'■urrendcr with le.ss rc,'istanec 
than interest would e.\cite ? And whether they do not nu-se cla- 
mours against the government for their ill succca;.', to avoid the sus- 
picion of negligence or fraud ? 

That other frauds arc committed in the practice of insuring, is 
well known to the honourable gentleman : it is a common practice 
to take money upon bottomry, by way of pledge for the captain’s 
fidelity, and to dc.stroy this security by insuring above the retd 
value ; so that the cajitain may gain by neglecting the care of his 
vessel, or at least secure himself from loss, and indulge his case or 
his pleasure without any interruption frorh the fear of diminishing 
his fortune. 

The whole practice of insurance. Sir, is in its present state, I 
believe, so perplexed with frauds, and of such manifest tendency to 
the obstruction of comincrce, that it absolutely requires some legal 
regulations. 

Sir John Barnard then spoke to this purpose: — Of frauds in 
the practice of insurance, with regard to which the honouiable 
gentleman has appealed to' me, I can confidently affirm that I am 
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(otally Ignorant: I know not oF any fraudulent practices openly 
canied on, or e^tablislicil by custom, which I supjjose are meant: 
for with regard to single acts of fraud, committed by particular 
men, it is not to be sitppo«ed bwt tlrtt thej' ha%e been detected in 
this, as in all otlier branches of traflick; nor can I conceive that 
any argument can be drawn from them against the practice j for 
if every part of commerce is to he prohibited, which has furnished 
sDlains with opportunities of deceit, we sliall contract trade into a 
narrow compass. 

With legard. Sir, to the instance of the Roj'al George, though 
the proceedings of the officcra arc not wholly to be \iadicated, jet 
pait of their conduct is le=s inexplicnWe than it has been rcpiesent- 
cd. Their return to Antigua when they were bound for Britain, 
and were within a w’eck’s sailing of (heir port, is easily to be de- 
fended, if the wind was contrary to their intended course ; for it is 
not dtfliatU to conceive that (hey might reach a distant port with 
a favourable wind, much sooner than one much ncartT, with the 
wind against them. 

I hare always observed, Sir, that the gentlemen engaged in tlie 
trade to the East Indies, assume an air of superioritj, to which I 
know not what claim they can produce, and seem to imagine, that 
their charter gives them more extensive knowledge, and mere 
acute sagacity, tlian falls to the lot of men not combined in their 
association. 

But however these gentlemen may disapprove my arguments, 
and however they may misrepresent them, 1 shall he satisfied, that 
they will have with, the disinterested, and impartial tlicir just wfeiglit,' 
and that this aOhir will not be lustily determined upon an imper- 
fect evaraication 

Sir Robert Walpole replied, to thU clftct Whether the mer- 
chants are satisfied with the present methods of insuring, or what 
is the oj)inion of any separate body of men, 1 think it absolutely 
unnecessary to enquire. Wc ate constituted for the publick advan- 
tage, and are engaged by our senatorial character to consider, not 
the priv ate interest of particular men, but the general advantage of 
our country. 

In our pursuit. Sir, of national interest, wc shall be obliged fre- 
quently to oppose the schemes which private men or separate fra- 

VoL. I. ' Q 
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our o^'n folly, and surely a more effectual method of defeating if, 
the Spaniards themselres could not luwc discovered, than that of 
insuring their ships among our merchants. 

"U^ien a ship thus Insured is taken, which notwithstanJing all 
precautions rauat sometimes happen, we examine the cargo, find it 
extremely valuable, and triumph in our success j we not only count 
the gain to ourselves, but the loss to our enemies, and determine 
that a small number of such captures will reduce them to offer us 
peace upon our own terms. 

Such are the conclusions which arc made, and made with reason; 
by meu unacquainted with the secret practices of our mcrcliants, 
and who do not evispect us to be stupid enough to secure our ene- 
mies against ouraelves; but it is often found upon a more dose eat* 
amination, that our ships of war hav c only plundcrcsl our rocrdianis, 
and that our privateers may indeed Iiavc enriched thcrosolvcs, but' 
impoverished their country. It b discovered that the loss of the 
Spaniards is to be repaid, and perhaps sometimes with intercat, by 
the British insurers. 

If it be urged, that wc ought not to enact any laws which may 
obstruct the gain of our fcllovv-sulyccU, may it not be asked, why 
all trade with Spain is pruhiinted } May not the trade lie equally 
gmnful with the insurance, and may not Uic gain be more generally 
distributed, and thwefore be more properly national? 

■ But this trade was prohibited, because it was more noccssary to 
our enemies than to ourselves j it was prohibited, because the laws 
of war require, that a less evil should be suffered to inflict a great- 
er; it is upon this principle that every battle is fought, and that we 
fire our on n ships to consume Uie navies of the enemy. 

For this reason, Sw, it appears to me evident bejond contradic- 
tion, tltat tlie insurance of Spanish ships ought to be prohibited *. 
■We slvall indeed lose the profit of tlve insurance, but we shall be re- 
imbursed by tlic captures, which h an argument tliat cannot be 
produced for the prohibition of commerce. 

It b urged, Sir, that they may insure their ships in other coun- 
tries, an assertion of which, whether it be true or not, I am not 
able to deddej but it is acknowledged, that th6 necessity of esta- 
blishing new correspondence win be at least a tempoinrj obstruc- 
tion of their trade, and an obstrucUon of even a sliort continuance 
anaj lay them at our mercy. 
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"nul l( t us, Sir, rrilrci tipon Ihc wc-iiknc-'j; of tlti- nrcrtinimf, Ihnj 
V}ust he nllnu-rd Iti iininr here, htennu; (hni iii:>trrri other place.; ; 
will it JU)t bo frjually.iust, to urge, that //lu/ ntvsl-.tradv ivUh ex, l,>- 
cauxe then matj trade trilh ollur natinnx! And nm;. it not bc;ins\ver- 
rcl, that though we cannot wholly .Mi'jiond thoir connncrco, it isyot 
our business to obstruct it as far as we arc ablf? 

hlayit not, Sir, be farther anirincd, that by in.'Uiing in other n,a- 
lions, tl)ey may injtii'C their allies by falling into onr hnnds^ but do 
not the less benefit us r that if they do not grow weaker, we at leiwt 
arc strengthened ; but that by in-uring among us, whatever steps arc 
taken, the equilibrium of tlic war i-- preserved always the same? 

It is asserted, and I suppo-c with truth, that we iu'-tircat a lower 
rate than others 5 and it will therefore fidlbw, that the Spaniards, 
whenever their ships shall escape us, will Miller more by liaving in- 
sured amongst foreigners, than if they had contracted with our 
merchants. 

Thus it ajipcare. Sir, that there are stronger reasons for proiiibit- 
ing the insurance of Spanish ships, than for jmiting a stop to our 
commerce with themj and that, wlicthcr their ships arc taken by 
us, or escape us, it is (he general interest of the nation, that they 
shall be insured by foreign merchants. 

With respect, Sir, to the East India company, I have no regard 
to their intcrc.sl, considered as distinct from that of the rest of the 
nation; nor have received any solicitations from them to promote 
this bill, or to espouse tlieir interest : but cannot, without conceal- 
ing my real sentiments, deny tliat as tlicy have the gninl of an ex- 
clusive trade to the East Indies, to in.surc the ships that arc sent 
thither without their permission, is to invade their rights, and to 
infringe their charter, and that the practice, if the validity of their 
charter he admitted, is illeg.a1 and ought to be, discountenanced. 

The piacticc, Sir, of insuring, interest or no interest, or of assign- 
ing to ships an imaginaiy value, is nothing more than a particular 
game, a mere solemn species of hazard, and ought therefore to be 
prohibited, for every reason that can be urged against games of 
chance. 

- With regard to this hill in general, it is in my opinion highly ne- 
cessary, nor can I discover any important objection that can be 
made against it. Some law of this kind, and to this purpose, I have 
long intended to offer to the consideration of tliis ^semblv, and 
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since it is now liefore ua, 1 think we ought to consider it ssith the 
attention wJiich inny be justly exi>ectc(i from us. 

Lord CALTiMoaE spoke thus — Sir, I know not bow projierly 
the practice of insuring may be termed a species of hannl, nor do 
I think any thing more is to be considered, tlian wlict Jicr the game 
be gainful to the nation, or not ; for I cannot discover that there is 
any absurdity in enriching ourselves at the cxpcncc of other na- 
tions, whether enemies or allies. That wc ougiit to prefer the ge- 
neral good to the advantage of individual, js undoubted, but I can- 
not conceive that in this case there tan be any opposition between 
private and publick interest. If our insurers gain by scctiring the 
ships of our enemies, the nation is bcncfvtcd, for all national gain, 
must circulate through tlvc liands of individuals. 

No man will assert tliat wc ought to assist our enemies, nor will 
any man imagine that wc assist them b) impoverishing them, and 
if our insurers gain by their practice, thcSpaniaids must undoubt- 
edly be lowers. 

SIr.WittiMOT spoke nc.\t, to the following purpose i— Sir, I 
liave conversed on the question to which this till relates, with men 
engaged in various kinds of trallick, and who have no common in- 
terest but that of their counfiy. I have dispersed among the mer- 
chants, most eminent for their acquaintance w’ith the w hole e.xtcnt 
of commerce, and for their knowledge of the true interest of Uie 
nation, copies of this bill, and cannot find any of them so sensible 
of the, grievance of which wc have so loud complaints, as to desire 
that it should be redressed by the measures now proposed. 

That fmudsare practised on everj' side, in this, as well as in other 
trades, the general corruption of our age gives us sulRcient reason 
to suspect ; but tvlvAt is common to every sort of traffick, cannot be 
produced as an argument for the prohibition of any. 

, Tlvat the practice of insuring an imaginary v alue may giv e oppor- 
tunity for greater frauds than can be practised in common dealings, 
is likewise evident^ but 1 cannot discover such frauds to requite the 
interposition of the leglskatiirc. 

If they aie practised only by those of our own nation, the piib- 
hek does not suffer j for piopcity is only tran-ifi-iTed fiom one sub- 
ject to another: the fraud ought indeed to be severely punished in 
the courts of criminal justice, but the custom which gave the op- 
portunity of practising it, ought not tobciestrained, an) more than 
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any otlicr profc‘!''ion not criminal in itself, but. liable to accidental 
abu.'^cs. 

If mir insurers arc defrauded by foreigners, the nation is then, in- 
deed, more nearly afTcctcd, but even in that ca«e, it is to be rerncni- 
bered, that the private, interest of the insurers, v.‘ho must he iinme- 
ditiicly ruined, is a .suflicient security for the publicb. For it can- 
not, Sir, be conceived that any man will obstinately cany on a bu- 
siness, by which iic becomes every day poorer, or that when be de- 
sists he will be succeeded bv another, who cannot but know f liat be 
engages in tiiat tniflick to bis certain ruin. 

The true state of thi« affair i.s, that frauds arc, indeed, often 
committed, and are for that reason always sn.spcctcd; and that the 
insurers, Avlien they in.'-ure the ship and cargo again.st accielcnt.s, 
reckon among other chances the jirobabiUty of being cheated, anti 
proportion their den)and.s, not only to the length and danger of the 
vo 3 *agc, but to the diameter likewise. of the man with whom they 
contmet. 

This, Sir, is always the practice of those whom experience has 
made acquainted with the danger of implicit confidence and unsrus- 
pecting credulity, nor do any but young and un.«kilful suffer 
themselves to be so exposed (o fnvuds, as that their forlune.s sliould 
be injured, or the general gain of their business over-balanced, by 
a few deceits. 

Thus it ajipcars, that notwithstanding the ease and safety with 
which the present methods of in.surancc admit fimul to be practised, 
the insurers, by a proportionate degree of caution, secure themselves 
from being injured, and by consequence the nation. 

The insurance of foreign ships' is now to be considered, by which 
great profit arises to the nation. We insure. Sir, as it has been ob- 
served, at lower rates than otlicr nations, because ivc have more 
business of this kind, and the smallness of our profit is compensated 
by the frequency ; the cheapness of insurances, and eagerness of 
foreigners to insure here, reciprocally contribute to eacli other j we 
are often applied to, because we insure at an easy mte, and we can 
insure at an easy rate, because we arc often applied to. 

Nor is the cheapness of British insurance the only motive to the 
preference which it preserves among foreigners, who arc induced to 
apply to this nation, by the reputation ivhich our merchants liave 
deservedly gained for probit 5 ’-'and punctuality superior to that of any 
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other tnulcrs. Oar merchants. Sir, bargain v/itliout artifice, jiay 
withoat subterfuges, and arc ready on all occasions to preserve tljcir 
character at the hazard of their profit. 

From these two coxi^iclcrations •U'c may draw tmanswerabk argu- 
ments against any restraints upon the practice of insuring : if fo- 
reigners are once disappointed in llicir applications to us, our busi- 
ness «ilf in a great part ccarc,and as we shall not tl»en be able to 
insure at lower rates tijan other nations, c siiail never recover ti-at 
branch of our trade. And as the clidtacter of the British mcr- 
ciiants exempts them from any suspicion of practices pernicious to 
the pubiick, nhy should they he restrained? Why, Sir, should they 
appear to be suspected by the Icgi-latiire of their own country, 
whom foreignera trust without hesitation ? , 

It has been objected to them with great ^v3^mlh, and urged « itli 
much rhetorical exaggeration, that the)* assist the enemies of their 
counlrj', that they prolong the war, and defeat those advantages 
tsliich our situation and commerce bate g*»en us j imputations suf- 
ficiently atrocious, if tlwy were founded upon Irutii. 

' But Jet us. Sir, examine the argtunents by which this accusation 
has been supported, and enquire whether this triumph of eloquence 
has been occasioned by any real sui>criority of evidence or reason. 
It is urged, tlrat we lia' e already prohibited commerce svUlj tiie Spa- 
niards, and that therefore we ought liken Isc to prohibit the insur- 
ance of their ships. 

It will not require. Sir, an imagination very fertile, or a know- 
ledge very extensive, fo suj)ply aiguments Bufiiclcnt to refute the 
supposed demonstration 3 in opposition towliich it may be urged, 
that this kind of commerce is of a peculiar nature, that it subsists 
upon opiniort, and is' pfesericd by the reputation of otir insurcis; 

A reputation that the insurei'S of other nations may obtain by the 
same me.ans, and fium whom we shall thercForc nc^er reco>er it.. , 

It may he obsen-ed. Sir, that other commodities arc the peculiar 
product of difFefent eountrics, and that there is no danger of losing 
OUT other tratle by susiiending it, becauso it depends u|)on the ex- 
cellence- of our manufactures j but Uiat insurance may he the com- 
modity of any country, where money and common honesty axe, to 
be found. • . , , , . 

. This argument way perhaps bo yet more eflcctually invalidated', 
or perhaps cntiicly subverted, bydcnying.thc expedience of that pro., 
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liibilion wliich is }noduccd il*; ti prcctflonl for annihcr rcitraint. 
Kor indeed does it appear wliy we thoiild jircclude o\ir.'ehos from a 
gtiinful Inide, because tlic money is drawn by it oiit. of the hands of 
our enemies ; or wliy the product of our lands should lie uncon- 
sumed, or our manufacturers stand unemployed, rather tlian we 
should sell to our enemies what they will ptirchtise at another place, 
or by the intervention of a ncutnil power. 

'lo sell to an enemy that which may enable him to injure us. that 
whieh he must necessarily obtain, and tvhich he could buy from no 
other, would indeed be, to the last degree, abstntl ^ but tl)at may 
surely be sold them without ant breach of inoralifyor policy, which 
they can want with less incontcnicncc than we can keep. If we 
were besieginga town, I shoidd not adtisc our soldiers to sell to the 
inhabitants ammunition or provisions, but cannot discover the folly 
of admitting them to purchase ornaments for their houses, or bro- 
cades for their ladies. 

■ But, without examining with the utmost accuracy, whether the 
late prohibition was rational or not, I have, 1 liope, suggested ob- 
jections sufficient to make the question doubtful, and lo incline us 
to try the success of one exp^^riment before we venture upon ano- 
ther more hazardous. 

I am never willing, Sir, to load trade with restmints j trade is in 
its own nature so fugiti\ e and variable, that no constant course can 
be prescribed to it 3 and those regulations which were proper when 
they were made, may in a few months become difficulties and ob- 
structions. We well khow, that manj- of the measures whicli our 
ancestors pursued for the encouragement of commerce, liave been 
found of pernicious consequence j and even in tliis age, tvhich per- 
haps e.xperience more than wisdom has enlightened, I ha%e known 
few attempts of that kind wliich have not defeated the end for which 
they were made. 

It is more prudent to leave the merchants at liberiy to pursue 
those measures whicli e-xperience shall- dictate upon ei’cry occasion, 
and suffer them to snatcli the present opportunity of honest gain 
whenever it shall happen ; they will never injure their otvn inter- 
est by the use of this liberty, and by preserving themselves they will 
preserve the nation from detriment; nor v/ill they need to be re- 
strained by a law proposed without their solicitation, and of which 
they cannot discover any beneficial consequences. 
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Mr.IIotAcr WAiroLT h>oVp nr\i, IfttliW Sir, fortlic 

VjU now litfoTt: u> 1 U•^^c nn j-nrtic»Ur f ’r4r.r.<, r«'r tlal 5l 
‘luiylJ Ik; p-cttmtol !■} an; u.'-.trst llun iyUj;nl ir^piawnti 

nnil iIjc rrprr*''n!a!’rnrrua!Mb.uVc 

I lu^r »vi Sir, in lU* cr.q«»jn, tn »nt pjlolr or 

any «i!hcr ilrtirr Ihan llnl of n<TJiin^ tl.c IntfrT'i of tn% rmnlrr, 
wl jilt, In my rrj tr.iMO, r t»!rnlh rr-jii**! »tI»iJ »'r »’...u* I rnr noav- 
*i'Jar.cT tn our rnciiilrs l!.at our ii ffchaj.ii I rt» » j'nafc wltU 
(Kir an.! vr f‘» tuiMi'il J r.rry lliin.'j 

tlal niay make tlvf «nr lf-» Ijurtlf'in'Tj'- to lIirtn,Bn<l o»!5»ctjucntIjr 
of l«nf;tT <tintl«uuMcv. 

It wm olivntxl, Sir, tn ll»<* lr^i.ir.1. of !l riJrh-vJr, lij a rtmtlc*. 
man trAirentlj tUvV.n,! in mtnantiW- alfAf', t!.ai is^tutanm 
Ijractt*-^! !ij- many m'nintj loit l.rtlw! co? It.fii'in luiifulitt one 
of lWr!au*ct it jtrrijKr mrnqintr, ttlirtli'-f they aV.imrtJ tlta 

jn'tlifxl uf i‘’trrnf ct r.o irtruif, atnl rafJn;; at an 

ima'’,trurj *nit» »♦. 1 kfwrt, pniluUtril hr the Dntrh, a lu* 

lion vtliO'c nBthnritj on foamtrrttal <jt»r-t5nn» uiU not beih.jntinV 
nor ilo Uiey allow (hnr IU*t lr.>!ttn tn lx- inmmJ at all. 

Tl.e tlifTiailty of nlimalin!» il.e tahtr ofaiit rarpn lut licfn nrj^Til 
in clefencr of Ih!* pjartirr, ikjt Itllieifrfr n<r h1h.1J> 

Ixrauie tJ»e rarpt In many ranwt !»<• a'cntalnol. I Hull, 

Itfiueter, take tint ofo!»’rninj% I ituy *mnc» 

ulut from tlic j-roH-nt atj:utt>rnt, huu n«:r‘«iy it It tlal 

•otne of otir r%|*»rtc«l nnp»r« •lurul 1 U.* rxartly •('ccltinl. 

I Ime itrvit UtrU infurmnl, Sir, tiwt *ii laiJi-n wijJt Hriti»h 
trnol, hate entcrrtl at one iin»r into a j»irt of Pninrej jmr ih) 1 
know i.ott tliit jmiiictjttintli It jtioJt touiplametl of a* |KTn»cioui 
to onrtniile, am! ilirralmln^ the niln of onr coimtty, ran Iw prt^ 
trnlc«! hul hr a ctniM.nnl nml rrpiUr jnrlirubritathm of etrtyr 
carjro foirleJ to rmnoe. 

1 otlmif. Sir, that some carp>«M tthJcIi arr JniiRntMl cannot l>e 
jartictilirly rt^itt<rti! } *uch it the gohl with vthith tte arc dilljr 
»uji|ilinl by oiir coinnurcc wiih the 1’oitnpie.e In ojijxj.lflon to 
ihfir lattj, and ulijtli our incrLlLintsarr ihrrefon.* mulcr iJir ncccr* 
«il) of concealing. , 

) It b not Indeed c.vy to forc'ccGll llw inctmtemcncct lliat may 
ari'e/rom ncwregoUliont c*f coimiirrrc, hnt tlic diflictiliy b not so 
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as has been represented, nor can t conceive svhy .ill onr con- 
snllations on trade siwiild he ssithoijf cfTcct. Gcnfltnicn may oh- 
I'ain some knowledge of commerce from their own ohservalton, 
Vvhich they may enlarge by an tinconfincd and iiuHficu-iU convcr.ia- 
tion v.-ith traders of variou-^ ckL=se?, and by enquiries into the dif- 
ferent branches of tsjinmcrce; enquiric-s Sir, which arc generally 
neglected by those whose cinploymenti confine their attention to 
particular parts of coininorce, nr whose a])plication to hiHines'-’ Iiin- 
ders them from attending to any opinions hut tho'^c which (heir own 
personal experience enables them to form. 

From the.«e informations impartially collrctcd, and diligent])’ 
compared, a man not engaged in the profession of a mcrehaijt may 
foitn general principles, and draw corncqucncvs more ccriain, and 
more exterrsive in tiicir relations, than those which arc struck 
ont only from the observation of one subdivided species of com- 
merce. 

A member of this House, Sir, thus enlightened by enquiry, and 
whose judgment is not diverted from its natunxl rectitude by the! 
impulse of any private consideration, may judge of any commercial 
debate with Jess danger of error or partiality tlian the merchants, 
of Avhom nevertheless I have the highest esteem, and whose know- 
ledge or probity I do not intend to depreciate, when I declare tny 
fears that they may sometimes confound general maxims of trade 
with the opinions of particular branches, and sometimes mistake 
their own gain for the interest of tlic j)ablick. 

The interest of the merchants ought indeed always to be consi- 
dered in this House; but then it ought to be regarded only in sub- 
ordination to that of the whole commnnitv, a subordination which 
the gentleman -who spoke last seems to have forgotten. He may 
perhaps not intend .long to retain- his scnatorical character, and 
therefore delivered his opinion only as a merchant. 

He has distinguished bct-o'cen the conduct of experienced and 
unskilful insui'crs, with how much justice I shall not determine, I 
am afraid that a vigorous enquiry -would discover, that neitlier age 
nor youth has been able to- resist strong temptations to some prac- 
tices, which neither law nor justice can support, and that those 
whose experience has made them cautious, have not been always 
equally honest. 
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But this is a subject upon nluch I am not inclined to duell, and 
only mention os the reason Avhich convinces me of the propriety of 
the bill before us. 

Sir William Voncb spohe, tothiseflect: — Sir, there appears no 
probability tliat the different opinions which have been formed of 
this bill will be reconciled by this tlcbate } nor indeed is there any 
reason for wondering at this contrariety of sentiments. 

The ecvcral clauses of the bill have relations and consequences so 
different, that scarce any one man can approve them allj and in 
our present deliberation an objection to a particular clause is con- 
sidered as an argument against tlic trbole bill. 

It is therefore necessary, to prevent an unproGtable expcnce ’of 
time, to resolve the House into a committee, in vvhiclr the bill may 
be considered by single clauses, and that p-rit which cannot bc-dc- 
fended may be rejected, and that only retained which deserves our 
approbation. In the committee, when we have considered the iir&t 
clause, and heard the objections a^ost it, wc may mend itj or, if 
it cannot be amended, reject or postpone it, and so proceed through 
the whole bill with much greater expedition, and at the same time 
with a more diligent v lew of ev ery clause, than vchile arc obliged 
to take the whole at once into our consideration 

I shall for my part approve some! clauses, and make objections to 
others; bat think it proper to reserve my objections, and the rea- 
sons of my approbation, for the committee into which we ought to 
go on this occasion. 

The bill was referred to a committee, but not forty luembtrs 
staying in the Ho\i«e, it was dropped. 
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or sr.AMtiK. 

Tlic hill tras ordered lo hr. read the second time, and to h- printed 
for the 7 tsr. of the members, that it mipjit he IhoroupJihj examined 
and understood. 

On the ‘l-Uh daij the second reading of the. hill trn.'i postponed to the 
noth; hut the. erand motion lein'^ dcbnled on that dap, nathirip 
else len.s heard. 

On the 5l5< it ica.s a^ninpnt off; hut 

On the oG/Zi dai/, being read a .second time, it tva.r, after some ojf- 
position, referred to a committee of the tcholc Ihamr to sit five 
' days after. In the meanwhile, 

On the tilth it was ordertd that the proper nfiars do lay la fare 
this House an account of what persons were authorized la; virtni: 
of the act in the 4th of (pteen Anne, “for the encouragement and 
cncrcase of seamen, and for the heller and speedier manning her 
feet," to conduct scavH'U or .seafaring men talcNi upon pricy 
searches made by applications to justices, and what numher of 
seamen or seafaring men were returned, also the charge at ten ding 
the same. 

On the Gist day, moved that the said account should he read ; which 
being done,' the House resolved itself into a grand committee on 
the present hill; and the frst clause being read, proposing the 
hlanJcs to be filed thus, that every volunteer seaman, ufl(x five 
years' service, be entitled to six jmunds per year, during life. 

Sir John Barnard rose, and spoke as follows : — Sir, as il is our 
duty to provide laws by which all frauds and 0 ])j)rcssions may be 
pumshed when they are detected, we are no less obliged to obviate 
• such practices as shall make punishments ncccssarj^j nor arc wo 
only to facilitate the detection, but take away, as far as it is pos- 
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giblc, the opportunUics of guilt. It « to no purjiosc that punish- 
ments are threatened, .if they can be evaded, or that i“e\rards are 
oiTered, if they may by any mean atlificcs be n ithlicld. 

For tills j-cason. Sir, I think it necessary to observe, that the in- 
tent of this clause, the nrost favourable and alluring clause in the 
bill, may lose its cIFect by a practice not uncommon, by which any 
man, however incUnctl to ^erve histajuntjy, may be defrauded of 
the right of a volunteer. ^ < 

Many men have voluntarily applietl to the ofTiecrs of ships of war, 
and after having been rcjccted-bythcm ns unfit for the service, have 
been dragged on board within, a .few days, perhaps within a few 
hours aftervvards, to undergo all the hardships, without the merit 
of volunteers. 

When any man. Sir, has been rejected by the sca-ofiicers, he 
ought to have a certificate given Jam which shall be an c.vemp- 
tion from an impress, that If any other commander shall judge 
more favourably of his qualifications, be mayahraj’S have the privi- 
lege of a volunteer, and be entitled to the reward which he deserved 
by his readiness to enter the service. . - 

If such provisions arc not made, this hateful practice, a practice, 
Sir, common and notorious, and very discouraging to sneh as would 
enter the sei-vice of the publick, may so far prevail, that no man 
shall be able to denominate himself a volimtocr, or claim.the reward 
proposed by the bill. . , , , 

Admiral Wager spoke next, to the following eficct: — Sir, it is 
not common for men to receive injuries without applying for re- 
dress, when it may certainly be obtained. If any proceedings like 
those which are now complained of, had been mentioned at the 
board of admiralty, they liad been immediately censured and re- 
dressed; but as no sucb accusations were offered, I think it may 
probably be concluded, that no such crimes have been committed. 

For what pui-pose oppressions of tliis kind should be practised, it 
is not easy to conceive ; for the officers are not at all rewarded for 
.impressing sailors. As therefore it is not probable that any man 
acts wickedly or cruelly without temptation, as I have never heard 
any such injury corophuned of by those that suffered it, I cannot 
but imagine, that it is one of those reports, which arise from mis- 
take, or are forged by malice, to injure the officers, and obstruct 
the service. 
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• If this is not granted, Sir, the fact must stand recorded and 
allonedj for to doubt, and refuse etidencp, is a degree of prejudice 
and obstinacy without evamplc. Nor is this the only objection to 
the clause before us, nhlch appears ser)* imperfect with regard to 
the qualifications specified as a' title to the reward. The renai^ 
ought not to be confined to those who shall hereafter be invited by 
the promise of it to engage in the service, while those who^ entered 
into it without any such pro«pcct» ate condemned to dangers anti 
fatigues without a recompencc. Where merit is equal, the reward 
ought to be equal j and surely where there is greater merit, the re- 
ward proposed by the senate, as an encouragement to brav cry, ought 
not to be less. To be excluded from the advantages njiich others 
have obtained only by avoiding the service, cannot but depress the 
spirit of those whose zeal and cuunige incited them at the begin- 
ning of the war to enter into the fleet? and to d^cct those from 
whom wc expect defence and honour, is neitljcr prudent nor just. , 

Nor is it, ia my opinion, proper to olTcr llic same reward indls* 
ctiminately to all that shall accept it j rewards ought to be propor- 
tioned to desert, and no man can justly be paid for what he cannot 
pcifbrmi there ought therefore to be some distinction made be- 
tween a seaman by profession, one tliat has learned liis art at the 
expence of long experience, labour, and Iiazard, and a nmn who 
only enters the ship because he is useless on land, and w ho can only 
incommode the sailors till he lias been instructed by them. 

/It appears. Sir, to me a considerable defect in our naval regula- 
tions, that wages arc not proportioned to abUitj’) and I lliink 
It may not be imw uoscasonably proposed, that sailors should be 
paUl according to the skill which tlicy have acquiied j a provision 
by which an crawlation would be raised ^mong them, and tliat in- 
dupfry excited, which now laogiiisbe^ for want of encouragement, 
and thosccapacitics awakened which now slumber in ignorance and 
sloth, from the despair of obtaining any advantage by Pupciiorltv of 
knowledge. 

Sir JlpBDRT IVat-POtE 1lien rjwe, end spoke as follows t— That 
this charge. Sir, however positively urged, is generally unjust, the 
dcclmtioQs of these hon gcntlcnven arc sufficient to evince, since 
it i? npi probable that th? injured persons would not have found' 
'some friend to have represented thece hardships to the admiralty, 
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find no Midi rcprcrnUalioiv; couM )javc l)L'f:n m.ifli’ nithoiit tlit ir 
Icnowlcdgc. 

Yet., Sir, I am iiir from dnubtinu; that hy accidcrnt, nr p-'ilnp'; by 
malice, sumo men liavc been Ireati'd in this manner ; for it i.*' not in 
the power of any administration to make all tboric honest orwhe 
whom they are obliged to employ j and when gnr.it afi.iirs are de- 
pending, minute circumstances cannot nlw.ays be attended to. If 
the vigilance of those who are entrusted with tlie chicf.dhxrtion of 
great numbcis of suiiordinafc oflicers lie .such, that cornipt jt.ic- 
ticcs are not frc(|uent, and their ju<ticc .such, that they arc never 
unpunished when Icgidly detected, the most .‘•tnet empiitcr can ex- 
pect no more. Power will .sometimes he ahused, and punishment 
sometimc.s he cscajicd. 

It is, Sir, easy to he conceived that a report may become gencml 
though the pmclice he very rare. Tiic fact i.s multiplied .as ofren as 
it is iclatcd, and cveiy man who hears the same stoiy twice, ima- 
gines that it i.s told of flificrent persons, and c.vdaims against the 
tyranny of the ofTicci-s of tlic nm-y. 

But these, in my opinion, .Sir, arc quc'-tions, if not remote from 
the present atfair, yet by no mean.s essential to it. 'riie (juc.stion 
now before us is, not what illegalities have been committed in the 
execution of imjire.'-scs, but liow iniprc.«sc.s themed vc.s may become 
less ncccs.«an’? bow the nation maybe secured without injury’ to 
individuals? and how the fleet may be manned with less detriment 
to commerce ? ^ 

Sir, tlic reward now proposed is intended to excite men to enter 
the service without compuLsion j and if this c.xpcdicnt be not ap- 
proved, another ought to be suggasted ; for I liopo gentlemen arc 
united in their cndcavoui's to find out some method of security to 
the puhlick, and do not obstruct the jirocecdings of the committee, 
that, when the fleets lie inactive and uscles.s, they may have an op- 
portunity to reproach tlic mini.sfiy. 

Admiral Norris spoke next, in suhtance: — Sir, though it is not 
necessary to enter into an accumte examination of the gentleman’s 
proposal, yet I cannot but observe, that by making it he discovers 
, himself unacquainted with the disposition of seamen, among whom 
nothing raises so much discontent as tlic suspicion of partiality. 
Should one man, in the same rank, receive larger \Yagcs than ano- 
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ther, he ivho thought himself injured, as ho who is paid less v 
ways think, would be so for from ’exerting liia abilities to att: 
equality willi his associate, that hcnould probably never bi 
vailed on to lay hU hand upon the tackling, but uould sit s 
or work pcrrcrsely, though the shipf were labouring in a stoi 
sibking in a battle. 

• IHr, Gore then spoke, M follows ; — Sir, the danger of intro< 
distinctions among men in the same rank, where e^ ery mai 
imagines his merit ncglcctcil may have an opportvinlty of res* 
the injuty, is doubtless suck as no piudent commander uillw 
to incur. ' 

'Everyman in this case becomea the judge of his own meiil 
as he will always discover some reason for the pteference of rj 
vfery different from stipetiority of desert, he u ill, by coosequer 
either enraged or dispirited, will either resolve to desert hi 
jnander^ or betray him to the enemies, or not oppose them. 

. I remember. Sir, though imperfectly, a story which I heard 
.trav els, of an army in which ?ome troops receh ed a penny a d 
than the'rest }' a parsimony which cost dear in the day of batti 
the disgusted troops laid down their arms before the enem 
euffered their general to be cut in pieces. 

General 11 'adc then spoke, to this effect Sir, I cannot bi 
cur with the honourable gentleman in his opinion, that tljos 
'are already engaged in the service, who have borne the fatig 
a long voyage, ami perhaps are at this hour exposing their li 
battle to deTeini the rights lA their wantTy, craght to hav e th 
claim to the reward proposed with those who shall hereafte 
themselves. Nor in my opinion ought those who have hi 
been pressed into our fleets to be discouraged from their dutj 
exclusion from tlie same advantage. Tor if they were compe 
serve in the fleet, they were compelled when there was not tl 
courageraent for volunleers, which, perhaps, they would ha 
cepted if it had been then proposed, Ev eiy man at least v\ ill i 
that be would liave accepted it, and complain he suffers only 
fault of the government | a government which he will not b 
Ecalous to defend, while he is considered with less regard than ' 
from whom no greater sen ices arc expected. 

A prospect of new rewmria. Sir, will add new abcrily to a 
Vox,. I. R 
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forces, anti an equal distribution of favour will secure an tinsbakcn 
and inviolable fidelity. Nothing but union c;in produce success, 
and nothing can secure union but impart iality and justice. 

. Mr. Sandys rose, and spoke as follmvs : — Sir, the efficacy of re- 
wards, and the necessity of an impartial distribution, arc no un- 
fi-uitful subjects for vhctorick; but it may perhaps be more useful at 
present to consider, avitli such a degree of attention as tlic question 
must be acknowledged to deserve, to whom these rewards are to be 
^paid, and from what fund they arc expected to arise. 

With regard to those who arc to claim the retvard. Sir, tlicy 
seem very negligently specified j for they arc distinguished only by 
'the cliaractcr of liaving served five ycais ; a distinction unintelli- 
gible, without explanation. 

It is, I suppose. Sir, the intent of the bill, that no man shall miss 
the reward but by liis own fault, and therefore it may be enquired, 
what is to be the fate of him who shall be disabled in his first ad- 
venture, whom in the first year or montli of his service, an un- 
lucky shot shall confine for the remaining part of lus life to inacti- 
vity ; as the bill is now fonned, he must be miserable Avithout a re- 
compense 5 and his wounds, which make him unable to support 
himself, will, though received in defence of liis countiy, entitle him 
to no support from the publick. 

Nor is this the only difficulty that may arise from the spccif} ing 
of so long a sendee j for liow can any man that shall enter on board 
the fleet be informed that the war will continue for live ychrs r 
'May we not all justly hope that alacrity, unanimity, and pnidencc, 
may in a much shorter time reduce onr enemies to beg for peace r 
'"And shall our sailors lose the reward of theh' hazards and their la- 
•bours, only because they have been successful ? What wall this be less 
‘than making their bravery a crime or folly, and punishing them for 
mot protracting the w'ar by cow'ardice or treacheiy ? 

®ut let ns suppose, Sw, those defects supplied by a more explicit 
•and determinate specification, there will yet arise an objection far 
‘more formidable j an objection which the present state of our reve- 
nues noil not suffer to be answered. The consideration of the great- 
mess of the annual pa5’ment wliich this pinposal requires, ought to 
incite every man to employ aU his sagacity in search of some other 
‘method -equally -efficacious and less expensive. . • 
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V.'ehtwe already. Sir, forty thousand seamen in our pay, to whom 
eight thoiwand more are speedDy to be added : when each of these 
§hall demand his stipend, a new burthen of tuo hundred and eighty^ 
eight thousand pounds must be laid upon the nation j upon a na- 
tion, whose lands arc mortgaged, whose revenues are anticipated, 
and whose taxes cannot be borne without murmurs, nor encreased 
without sedition. , > 

The nation has found by experience, that taxes once imposed for 
just reasons, and continued upon plausible pietences, till they are 
become familiar, are afterwards continued upon motives less laud- 
able, are too productive of influence, and too instrumental towards^ 
facilitating the measures of the ministry, to be eter willingly re- 
mitted. 

hlr.JJt^^DEN spohe next, as followa j — Sir, it b obvious that when 
the balance is unequal, it may be reduced to an equilibrium, as well 
by taking weight out of one scale, as adding it to the other. The 
\vagcs offered by the merchants overbalance at present those which 
^re proposed by the crown > to raise the allowance in the 8lui>s of 
svar, will be to lay new loads upon the publiclc, and w ill incommode 
the merchants, whose wages must always bear the same proportioiv 
to the kingfs.' The only method then that remains, is to lighten 
the opposite scale, by restraining the merchants from giving wage? 
Jn time of war beyond a certain value ; for as the service of the 
crown is tlien more immediately necessary to the general advantage 
^.han that of ihe merchants, it ought to be made more gainful, 
jailors. Sir, are not generally men of xery extensue views j and 
therefore we cannot expect that tliey eliould prefer the general 
^ood of their country before their own prepent interest, a motii a of 
such power, that even in men of curious researches, refined senti- 
ments, and generoi^ education, we see too often that it surmounts 
every other consideration. , 

: Lord Baltimoke then spoke again Sir, to the expedient which 
the honourable ^ntlemap who spoke last has suggested, and which 
he must be confessed to ha>e placed in the strongest light, many 
objections may be raised, whidi I am afraid will not easily he 
removed. ■ , 

. The fimt, f5lr, which occure to me on short reflection js not 
-less than the impossibility of putting his echemejn e.xecution. The 

R2 
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prescription of wages wliicii he projjoscs, may he chided hy a thou- 
sand arlificcs, by advanced money, by gratuitous acknou lodgments, 
the payment of money for pretended services, or by secret eontmets 
which it would be the interest of bolli ])artics to conceal. 

But if this objection could be surmounted by severity and vigil- 
ance, would not this expedient help to defeat the general intention 
of the bill ? A bill not designed as an immediate resource, a mere 
temporary project to supply our fleets for the present year, but as a 
method for removing the only obstniction of the British power, the 
difliculty of manning our ships of war. 

It is, I liope. Sir, the intention of every man who has offered his 
sentiments on this occasion, to contrive some general encourage- 
ment for seamen, which shall not only invite them to assist their 
country at the lirst summons, but shall allure others to qualify 
themselves for the publick service, by engaging in tlic same jno- 
fession. 

This is only to be done by making the condition of sailors less 
miserable, by entitling them to i)rivilcgcf, and honouring them with, 
distinctions. But by limiting the merchants’ wages, if such limita- 
tions arc indeed possible, though we may palliate the present dis- 
tress, we shall diminish the number of sailors, and thereby not only 
contract our commerce but endanger our country. 

Mr. Tracey spoke nc.xt, to the following cflect : — Sir, I know 
not for what reasons the jjrcsent method of advancing rewai'ds at 
entrance is practised, of wliich, hou’ever specious it might appear, 
the success by no means encourages the continuance. The sailors, 
thougli not a generation of men much disposed to reflection, or qua- 
lified for ratiocination, arc not yet so void of thought as not easily 
to perceive that a small cncrease of constant wages is of more value 
than several pounds to be paid only at once, and which are squan- 
dered as soon as they are received. 

^Instead therefore of restraining the wages 'of the merchants, it 
seems probable that by raising tJiose of the Icing, we may man tlie 
fleet with most expedition ; and one method of raising the wages 
will be to suppress the advanced money. 

The Attorney-General spoke next : — Sir, if the sum of money 
now paid by way of advance can be supposed to have any effect, if 
it can be imagined that any number of seamen, hojvever inconsider- 



A. 1740-1, 


SEARIEN, * 


245 


able, are allured by it into the fleet, it is toore usefully employed than 
it can be supposed to be rrhen sunk into the current uages, and di- 
vided into small payments. 

, The adrance money is only paid to those that enter : ifnosolun- 
teers present themsehes, no money is paid, and the nation doth not 
suffer by the offer : but if the wages are raised, the expence will be 
pertain, mthoutthe certainty of advantJ^e ; for those that enter vo- 
luntarily into the fleet, will recche no more than those that are 
forced into it by an impress j and therefote there will be no incite- 
ment to enter without compulsion. Thus ery other inconvenience 
will remain, with the addition of a new burthen to the nation j 
our forces will be maintained at a greater e\ 2 >ence, and not raised 
with less difficulty. 

Lord Baltimore said • — Sir, I cannot but concur in opinion 
with the honourable gentleman who spoke last, from my own ac- 
quaintance with the sentiments and habits that unalterably prevail 
among those who have been accustomed to the sea, a race of men 
to the last d^ree negligent of any future events, and careless about 
any provision against distant evils > men who have^ no thoughts at 
sea, .but how to reach the land, nor at land, but how to squander 
what they have gained at sea. To men like these, it may easily bo 
imagined that no encouragement is equal to the temptation of pre- 
sent gain, and the opportunity of present pleasure. 

Of this any roan. Sir, may convince himself, who shall talk to a 
crew but half an hour ; for he shall find few among them who will 
not, for a small sum of present money, sell any distant prospect of 
affluence or happiness., 

Whether 1 am mistaken in my opinion, the honourable members 
who have long commanded in the naval service, can easily determine j 
and I doubt not but they will agree, that no motive can be proposed 
to a sailor equivalent to immediate reward. 

Sir WiLUAM VoNGE spoke next:— Sir, that some distinction 
ought to be made to the advantage of volunteers, if we intend to 
man our fleet without compulsion, is obvious and incontestable ; 
and to avoid the necessity of compulsion ought to be the chief end 
of tMs bill J for nothing can be less to the advantage of the nation, 
than to continue the use of such imgrateful methods, and yet en- 
crease the publick expence. 

We ought therefore, in my opinion, to determine upon some 



DEBATE ON 


Mak. 


^ 4 ^ 


peculiar reward^ either to be advanced upon their entrance into the 
Service^ or paid at their dismission from it. 

But as I see^ Sii^ no reason for hoping that all the encouragement 
■Svhich can be offered^ wiU raise volunteers in a sufficient number In' 
secure our navigation and assert our sovereigntyj it seems not 
proper to confine our consultations to this part of the biUj for 
since compulsion is on many occasions apparently necessary, some 
method requires to be considered, in which it may be legal. 

What new power ought to be placed in the magistrate, for what 
time, and with what restrictions, I am far from assuming the pro- 
vince of determining j but that some measures must be talcen for 
•compelling those who cannot be persuaded, and discovering thosd 
that will not offer themselves, cannot admit of doubt ; and as the 
magistrate is at present without any authority for this purpose, it is 
evident that his power must be extended, for the same reason as it 
was given in its present degree, the general benefit of the whole com- 
munity. 

Sir John Barnard then spoke to the following effect r — Sir, if 
the intent of this bill be to enable one part of the nation to enslave 
the other 5 if the plausible and inviting professions of encouraging 
and increasing seamen, are to terminate in violence, constraint, and 
oppression j it is unnecessary to dwell longer upon particular clauses. 
The intention of the bill is detestable, and deserves not the cere- 
mony of debate, or the forms of common regard. 

If a man, Sir, is liable to be forced from the care of his own pii- 
Tate affairs, from his favourite schemes of life, from the engage- 
ments of domestic tenderness, or the prospects of near advantage, 
and subjected udthout Ids consent to the command of one whom he 
hates, or dreads, or perhaps despises, it requires no long argument 
to show, that by whatever authority he is thus treated, he is re- 
duced to the condition of a slave, to that abject, to that hateful 
state, which every Englishman has been taught to avoid at the hazard 
of his life. / ' , 

It is therefore evident, that a law which tends to confer such £t 
power, subverts our constitution as far as its effects extend j a con- 
stitution which was originally formed as a barrier against slavery, 
and which one age after another has endeavoured to strengthen. 

Such a power, therefore, in wliatever hands it may be lodged, I 
shall always oppose. It is dangerous, Sir, to entrast any man with 
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atTSolutc dominion, winch is seldom known to be impartially exer« 
, xased, and which often makes Uiose corrupt and insolent, whom it 
finds benevolent and honest. 

Tile bill proposes only encouragein<mt, and encouragement may 
be given by his majesty without a n<nv law ; let us therefore draw 
up an address, and cease to debate, where there is no prospect of 
agreement. 

- Mr. WiNNiucTON spoke as follows: — Sir, the payment of an 
annual salary >vill, in my opinion, be to the last degree inc»m enicnt 
and dangerous. The yearly cvpcncc has been already estimated, 
and arises to a sum very formidable in our present slate. Nor is 
the necessity of addiagtothcpubUckburtlicn which already Uhard 
to be borne, the only objection to this pTcposah 

Nottung <an more contribute to dispirit tlic nation, than to pro- 
tract the consequences of a war, and to make the calamity felt, 
when the pleasures of victory and triumph liave been forgotten j w c 
sh^l bo inclined rather to bear oppression and insult tiian endeavour 
^er redress, If wu subject ourselves and cur posterity to endless 
exactions. 

The expences of the present provision for superannuated and dis* 
abled sailors, is no incomiderabtc tax upon the publLck, which is not 
less bnrtUened by it for the manner of collecting it by a deduction 
from the sailors’ wages j for whoever pays it immediately, it Is the 
ultimate gift of the nation, and tlic utmost that can be allowed for 
this purpose. 

■ It must be confessed. Sir, the persons entitled to Uie pension are 
not sufficiently distinguished in the bill j by which, as it now stands, 
any of the u orthlcss superfluities of a ship, ei cn the servants of the 
captains, may, after fi>e years, put in their demand, and plunder 
that nation which they neier served. 

Nor do I think, Sir, tlie efficacy of this method will bear any 
proportion to the expence of it ; for I am of opinion, that few of 
the sailors will be much affected by the prospect ofa future pension. 

I am therefore for dazzling them wdtb fire pounds to be given them 
at their entrance, which will be but a single pajment, and probably 
fill our fleets with greater expedition, than methods which appear 
more refined, and the effects of deeper miiditation. 

Lord Gage spoke in the following manner : — Sir, nothing is 
*aorecliat*than that a-' yearly pension svilllrarthea the nation, with- 
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out unv nclvrint;!"^ j und ns il. will give neension to inniiiiK'nildc 
fi-au ls, it is n mctliod which ought to he rejecte d. 

As to the new power, .Sir, which is ])rojio.H(l to he phicfd In the 
hands of the inngistrutcs, it undoubtedly rcriuces eveiy sailor to n 
slat?, of slnveiy, and is inconsistent Avi'h that, natural riyht to 
libettt', which is coniinned and secured by our constitution. 
bill 
tend 
jeet: 

. 

but] 
sho 
asid 


tljcreforc i.s, in my o])inion, defective in all its p:iTls, of a 
cncy generally pernicious, and cannot be ainciule.d hut by rc- 


ng it. 


tr. Hi:kky Pri-iiAM sjiokc neat, to this cn'cct — Sir, 7 cannot 
thinlv it necessary, that on this occa-ion at least .Tcatlcincn 
dd remit the tirdoiir of di.spntation, and lay ihcru ts tif rhetnrick 
e, that they should re.^erve their wit and their sa.tirc f(>r (pics- 
tioiis of less importance, and unite, for once, their cndca.voui s, that 
this afiair may meet with no obstructions hut fi om it.snatiiial dif- 
fict Ity. 

We arc now, Sir, engaged in a war wiilt a nation, if not of the 
first rank in power, yet by no means conlemptihlc in it.'^clf ; and, 
by its alliances, extremely forniidable. \\’e arc exposed, by the 
course of our trade, and the situation of our enemies, to many in- 
. eviiablc losses, and have no means of pve\cnting o\ir merebanls 
fi'oin being seized, without any danger or cxpcncc to the Spaniards, 
bill: by covering the sea with our stpradrons. 

■' Nor are we, Sir, to satisfy ourselves with barely defeating the de- 
signs of the .Spaniards ; our honour demands tliat we should force 
.them to peace upon advantageous terms j lliat we sliould not re- 
pulse, but attack them ; not only preserve our own trade and pos- 
sessions, but endanger theirs. 

■ jit is by no means certain. Sir, that in the jjroscculion of these 
designs we shall not be interrupted by the interest or jealousy of a 
nation far more pow'ciful, ivhosc forces we ought therefore to be 
able to resist. 

|A vigorous exertion of our strength will probably either intimi- 
date any other pow'er that may be inclined to attack us, or enable 
, to repel the injuries that shall be offered : discord and delay 
i.edn. only confirm our open enemies in .their obstinac}-, and anir 
mate those that have hitherto concealed their malignity to declare 
;&gainst us. ; • , 

i.’j ^ therefore, Sir, in no degree prudent to aggravate the incoiiv 
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\cnicnces of the tncasures proposed for accomplishing what every 
man seems equally to desire 5 to declaim against the expedients 
offered in the bill as.pcmieious, unjust, and oppressne, contributes 
scry little to thci production of better means/ That our affairs 
srill not admit of long suspense, and that the present methods of 
raising seamen arc not cffcdual, is universally allowed^ it there- 
fore evidently follatw. Sir, tliatsomc other must be speedily struck 
out. 

1 think it necessary to propose, tkit the House be rcsob-cd into 
a committee to-morrow morning; and hope all tliat sliall assemble 
on thisoccaslon, will bring \vith them no other passion than zeal for 
their country. 

1 {Tlie Speaker haTiing 1.akcn the chair, the chairman of the 
• pommittce Tbportetl, that they liail matlc some progress j and 
desiring lca\c to sit again, it was resohed to go iitlo the com- 
' mittee again on the morrow.] 


March 4, 1740-1. 

On the C2d daij the ajfair tc« j>ut off; hut on the CSd, the House re~ 
wiring itself into a committee, a clause \eas offered, hy which fee 
pounds were proposed to he adcaticcd to an able seaman, and three 
ptunds to every other man, thatshouUl enter voluntarily into his 
Majesty's service, after 20 days, and tcif/iin CO. 

After nhich, Mr. Winnincton si>okc as follows -Sir, this is a 
olausc in which no opposition can be apprehended, as thosegentlemcn 
who declared their disapprobation of the former, «ere almost una- 
nimous in proposing this expedient, as the least expenshe, and the 
most likely to succeed. 

’ The time for the reception of volunteers upon tins condition, is. 
Sir, In ray opinion, judiciously determined. If it was extended to a 
greater length, or left uncertain, the reward ^voul<l lose its efficacy, 
the sailors would neglect that which they might accept at any time, 
and would only have recourse to the ships of war, when they could 
find no other employment. 

Tet I cannot conceal my apprehensions, ihsA this bounty tvill not 
plone be sufficient to man cur Itects with pyoper exjvcditio® j and 
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that as allurcrt^^^^^ useful on one liaiuh force VN-ill be found 

necessary oh sailors may not only be incited 

to enga'^e in scnicc by the liojics of rcv.aixb but by the fear of 
having tIicir ni‘^S’%^*^^'^ accept it punished, i)y being compelled 
into the same |Scrvice, and forfeiting their claim by staying to be 

compelled. | 

Lord spohe to the follnn-ing effect : — Sir, to the 

reward proposf^ clause, I have declared in the former con- 
ference on tlii'’ ^ objection, and therefore have no 

amendment td propose, except with regard to the time limited for 

the payment. I 

As our need seamen. Sir, is immediate, ^vhy should not a law 
for their immediately ojicnitc ? M'liat advantage 

can ari=e froif^ delays ? Or why is not that proper to be advanced 
now tliat wil^ proper in twenty days r That all the time be- 
tn'een the opemtion of this law imist be lost, is evi- 

dent' for whi° enter for two pounds, that may gain five by 
withholding p^self from the service twenty days longer? 

Nor do I the time now limited suiTicient; many sailors 

who are now scn’icc of the merchants, may not return soon 

enough to laf to the bount)% ‘a ho would gladly accept it, 

■ and who will <^ifher not serve the crown without it, or will serve 
with disgust complaints ; as the loss of it cannot be imputed to 
their backwaf^^”'^''^ accident against which they could 

not prordde. | 

Mr. • — Sir, though I tliink the time now 

'fixed by the sufficient, as I hope that our preseut exigency will 
be of short that we shall soon be abh; to raise naval 

•forces at a rate, yet as the reasons alleged ibr an altera- 

tion of the tiP*^ ^ippear to others of more weight than to me, 

J shall not the amendment. 

Sir John J^aknakd next rose, and said : — Sir, with regard to the 
duration of time fixed for the advancement of this bounty, we 
inay liave.lei^^^’^^^ to deliberate j but surely it must be rdadily 
granted by expatiated so copiously upon the present 

exigences J^tRiirs, that it ought immediately to commence. 

And if this bp the general determination of the House, notliing can 
be inore proP*^^ than to address his Blajesty to offer by proclama- 
■tioii,: an pounds, instead of two whiclf have been 
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fcitherto ^ren ; that while we dre concerting other^ measui'dig for the 
advantage of our country, those in which we have already concdr* 
red may beput in execution. 

Mr.-PuLTENBx rose up next, and spoke as follows*. — ^ir, I take 
this opportunity to lay before the House a grievance which 
very much retards the equipment of our fleets, and which must 
be redressed before any measures for reconciling the sailors td 
the publick service can be pursued with the least probability of 
success. 

Observation, Sir, has informed ine» that to remove the detesta- 
tion of the king's service, it is not necessary to raise the wages of 
the sKJ-raen j it is tiece&sacy only to 6<^re them 5 itis necessary to 
destroy those hateful insects that fotten in idleness and debauchery 
upon the gains of the industrious and honest. 

When a sailor. Sir, after the fatigues and hazards of a long 
yojage, brings his ticket to the pay-office, and demands his wages, 
the despicable wretch to whom he is obliged to apply, looks upon 
his ticket with an air of importance, ackncnvledgcs his right, and 
demands a Te\s*aid for present payment) with this demand, how- 
fever exorbitant, the necessities of his family oblige him to comply. 

In this manner. Sir, are the wives of the sailors also treated when 
they come to receive the pay of their husbands; women, distrtissed, 
’friendless, and unsupported; they arc obliged to endure every in- 
sult, and to yield to every oppression. And to such a height do 
these merciless exactors raise their extortions, that sometimes n 
third part of the wages is deducted. 

Thus, Sir, do the vilest, the meanest of mankind, plunder those 
who have the highest claim to the esteem, the gratitude, and the 
protection of their country. This is the hardship which withholds 
the sailors from our navies, and forces them to seek for kindertreaf- 
ment in other countries. This hardship. Sir, both justice and pru- 
dence call upon us to remedy ; and while we n^lect it, all onr de- 
liberations win be ineffectuak 

Mr. Southwell then spoke tothis cSect: — Sir, of the hardships 
mentioned by the^honourable gentleman who spoke last, I have my- 
self known an instance too remarkable not to be mentioned. A 
sailor in Ireland, after hfe vojugc, met with so much difficulty in 
'obtaming his w ages, that he was at length reduced to the necessity 
■pf subunUrngto the-Teduction of near a iJixth part. Such are th? 
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grievances with whicli those arc oppressed, upon whom the power, 
security, and happiness of the nation arc acknowledged to depend. 

Sir Robert Walpole, the prime minister, then rose, and spoke 
as follows ; — Su', it is not without surprise that I hear the disgust 
of the sailors ascribed to any irregularity in the payment of their 
wages, which were never in any former reign so punctually dis- 
charged. They receive, at present, twelve months’ pay in eighteen 
months, without deduction 3 so that there arc never more than six 
months for which any demand remains unsatisfied. 

But, Sir the punctuality of the payment has produced of late 
great inconveniences 3 for there has been frequently a necessity of 
removing men from one ship to another 3 and it is the stated rule 
of the pay-office, ■ to assign every man so removed his full pay. 
These men, when the government is no longer indebted to them, 
take the first opportunity of deserting the service, and engaging 
in business to which they are more inclined. 

This is not a chimerical complaint, founded upon rare instances, 
and produced only to counterbalance an objection 5 the fact and 
the consequences are well known 3 so xvell, that near fourteen 
hundred sailors are computed to have been lost by this prac- 
tice'. 

i » 

The President of the Commons, who alwa3'S in a committee takes 
his seat as another member, I'ose here, and spoke to the following 
effect, his honour being paymaster of the navy : — ^Mr. Chairman, 
the nature of the employment with which I am entrusted makes it 
my dute to endeavour that this question may be cleai’ly understood, 
and the condition of the seamen, with regard to the reception of 
their pa)’-, justly represented. 

I have not been able to discover that any sailor, upon producing 
his ticket, was ever obliged to submit to the deduction of any part 
of his wages, nor should any clerk or officer under my inspection, 
.escape for such oppression the severest punishment and most pub- 
lick censure 3 I would give him up to the law without reseiwe, and 
mark him as infamous and unworthy of any trust or employ- 
ment. 

But there are .extortions. Sir, by which those unhappy men, after 
having served their country with honesty and courage, are deprived 
of the lawful gains of diligence and labour. There are men to 
' whom it is usual amongst the sailors to mortgage their pay before 
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it becomes dUc, "who never advance tbeir money but upon 'such 
terms as cannot be mentioned without indignation. These men 
advance the sum which is stipulated, and by virtue of a letter of 
attorney arc reimbursed at the pay-office. 

This corruption is, I fear, not confined to particular places, hut 
has spread even to America, where, as in his own countiy, the poor 
sailor is seduced, by tbe temptation of present money, to sell h« 
labour to CNtortioncrs and usurers. 

I appeal to the gentleman whether the instance which he men- 
tioned was no'tofthis kind. I appeal to him without apprehension 
bf receiving an answer that can tend to invalidate wliat I have 
asserted. . ' • i 

Tliis, Sir, is indeed a grievance pernicious and oppressive, which 
no endeavours of mine siiall be deficient in attempting to remove} 
for by this the sailor is condemned, notwitlisfanding his industiy 
and success, to perpetual poverty, and to labour only for the benefit 
of his plunderer, ^ 

' [The clauses were then read, '' empowering the justices of the 
peace, &c. to issue warrants to the constables, Ac. to make ge- 
neral privy searches by day or night, for finding out and secur- 
ing such seamen and seafaring men as lie hid or conceal them- 
selv cs j and making it lawful for the officers appointed to make 
such searches, to force open the doors of any house where they 
shall suspect such seamen to be concealed, if entrance be not 
readily admitted j and for punbhlng those who shall liarbour 
or conceal any seaman."] 

Sir John B vrnard upon this rose up, and spoke to the following 
effect: — Mr. Cliairraan, vve liarc been hitherto deliberating upon 
questions in wliich diversity of opinions might naturally be ex- 
pected, and in which every man might indul'pj his own opinion, 
avhatcrer it miglit be, without any dangerous consequences to the 
publick. But the clauses now before us arc of a different kind} 
-clauses which cannot be read without astonishment and indigoa- 
Vvon, nor defended without betraying the liberty of the best, tbe 
bravest, and most useful of our fellow -subjects. 

If these clauses. Sir, should pa«s into a law, .a sailor and a slave 
will become terms of the same signification. Every man who lias 
devoted himself to the most lueful profession, and most dangerous 
eerrice of his country, will see himself deprived of every advantage 
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which he has laboured to obtain, and made tlic mere passive pro- 
perty of those who live in security by Ins valour, and owe to his la- 
bour that affluence wluch hardens them to insensibility, and tbat 
pride that swells them to ingratitude. 

Why must the sailors alone. Sir, be marhed out from all the other 
orders of men for ignominy and miseiy ? Why must they be ranked 
with the enemies of societ)', stopped like vagabontls, and pursued 
like the thief and the murderer by publick offleera ? How or when 
have tl\ey forfeited the common privilege of human nature, or the 
general protection of the laws of their countr)' ? If it is a just 
majdm. Sir, that he who contributes most to the welfare of the 
publick, deserves most to be protected in the enjoyment of his pri- 
vate jaght or fortune j a principle which surely will not be contro- 
verted 5 where is tlic man tbat dares stand forth and assert, that ha 
has juster claims than the brave, the honest, the diligent sailor ? 

I am extremely unwilling. Sir, to engage in so invidious an un- 
dertaking as the comparison of the harmless, inolTcncivc, resolute 
sailor, with tliose who think themselves entitled to treat him with 
contempt, to overlook his merit, invade his liberty, and laugh at 
his remonstrances, 

. Nor is it. Sir, necessary to dwell upon the peculiar merit of this 
body of men j it is suincient that they have the same claims, forrnded 
upon the same reasons with our own, that they have never forfeited 
'them by any crime, and therefore, that they ewnnot be taken away 
without the most flagrant violation of the laws of nature, of reason, 
and of our country. 

Let us consider the present condition of a sailor j let us reflect a 
little upon the calamities to which custom, though not law, has al- 
ready made him subject 5 and it will surely not be thought that his 
trnhappiness needs any aggravation. 

He is already exposed to be forced, upon bis return from a tedious 
voyage, ijrto new hai'dships, without the intermission of a day, and 
jsithout the sight of his family ; he is liable, after a contract for a 
pleasing and gainful voyage, to be limried away from bis prospects 
of interest, and condemned amidst oppression and insolence, to la- 
bour and to danger, almost without the possibility of a, recompense. 
He has neither the privilege of chusing his commander, nor of 
leaving him when he is definuded and oppinssed, 

, These, Sir, I say, arc the calamities to which he is nawjsubject:; 
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but there is now a JiossibUity of escaping them. He is not yet de-* 
prired of the right of rcsistance> or the power of flight j he may 
mow retire to his friend, and be protected by him, be may take shel- 
ter in his own cottage, and treat any man ns a robber that shall at- 
tempt to force lus doors. 

When any crews ore returning home in time pf war, they arc 
acquainted with the dangers of an impress, but they comfort them.- 
selves with contriving stratagems to elude it, or with the prospect 
of obtmning an exemption from it by the favour of their friends j 
prospects -which nr6 often deceitful, nnd stratagems frequently 
defeated, but whicli J'fit support their spirits, and animate their 
industry. 

But if this bill. Sir, should become n law, the sailor, instead of 
nmusing himself on his return with the prospects of ease or of plca- 
■sure, will consider his country as a place of slavcrj', a residence less 
to be desired than any other part of tlic world. He wiU probably 
«eek in the serv'icc of gome foreign prince a Under treatment, and 
will not fail Jn any country but his own to see himself at least on a 
level with other men 

Nor will this bill, Sir, only tlie seamen new reasons of dia* 
gust, but it will tend likewise to agc^Tale those gribiances whicli 
already have produced a detestation of the publick service, scarcely 
to be conquered. 

The officers of the nary. Sir, will hardly be made less insolent by 
on encrease of power } they whose tyranny has already alienated their 
fellow-subjects from the king’s service, though they could only de- 
pend upon the character of probity and moderation for the prospect 
of manning their ships in Bucca^ling expeditions, wilVprobably, 
when they arc animated by a law like this, and made absolute boUv 
by land and sea, indulge tbcmselres in the enjoyment of their new 
authority, contrive new hardships and oppressions, and tyrannize 
witbout fear and without mercy. Thus, Sir, will the bill not only 
be tyrannical in itself but tlie parent of tyranny j it will give secu* 
rity to the cruel, and confidence to the arrogant. > 

Thai any man, at least any man bred from bis Infeney to change 
his residence, and accustomed to different climates and to foreign 
nations, will fix by choice in that country where he finds the worst 
reception, is hardly to be imagined. We see indeed, that men un- 
qualified to support themselves in other countries, or who have by 
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long custom contracted a fondness for particular methods of life, 
will bear very uncomfortable circumstances, without endeavouring 
to improve their conditions by a change of their habitations. But 
the temper of a sailor, acquainted with all parts, and indificrent to 
all, is of another kind. Such, Sir, is his love bf change, arising 
either from wailtonness or curiosity, that he is hard to be retained 
by the kindest treatment and most liberal rewards j and will there- 
fore never struggle with his habitual dispositions, only to continue 
in a state of slavciy, 

I think it therefore. Sir, veiy evident that this new method of en- 
couraging sailors will be so far from cncrcasing them, that it may 
probably drive them out of the empire, and at once ruin our trade 
and our navy 5 at once beggar and disarm us. 

Let me now suppose. Sir, for a moment, the bill less pernicious 
in its consequences, and consider only the difficulties of executing 
it. Every seafaring man is to be seized at |)lcas\irc by the magi- 
strate j but what definition is given of a seafaring man ? or by what 
characteristic is the magistrate to distinguish him’ I have never 
been able to discover any peculiarities in the form of a seaman that 
mark him out from the rest of the species. Tlicre is, indeed, less 
servility in his air, and less effeminacy in his face, than in those 
that are commonly to be seen in drawing-rooms, in brothels, and 
at reviews j but I know not that a seaman can be distinguished 
from any other man of equal industry or use, wlio lias never ener- 
vated himself by vice, nor polished himself into corruption. So 
that this bill. Sir, if it shall pass into a law, will put it at once in 
the power of the magistrate to dispose of seamen at his pleasure, 
and to term wdiom he pleases a seaman. 

Another expedient. Sir, has been offered on this occasion, not 
equally tyrannical, but equally inadequate to the end in view. It is 
proposed to restrain the merchants from giving wages beyond a cer- 
tain rate^ on the supposition that the sailors have no motive but 
that of larger wages, to prefer the sendee of the merchants to that 
of the crown. 

This, Sir, is a mistake which might easily arise from a partial 
and imperfect knowledge of the affair, with which very few gentle- 
men have opportunities of being well acquainted. ' The wages. Sir, 
are the smallest inducements which fix the seamen iri their choice-. 
The prospect of kinder treatment, the certainty of returning home 
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in a fixed time, and the power of chusing what voyages theywill 
undertake, cannot but be acknowledged very reasonable motives of 
picference. 

On the contrary. Sir, when they are once engaged in a ship of 
war, they know neither whither they are going, what dangers they 
shall encounter, what hardships they shall suffer, nor when they shall 
be dbmissed. 

. Besides, Sir, I do not think it possible by any law to limit the 
wages to be paid by merchants, since they will change the term of 
wages into that of a present, or admit the sailors to a small share 
ill the freight, and so all the precaution we can take will become 
ineffectual. “ ' * ' 

In the mean time, Sir, how much shall we embarrass our own 
commerce and impair our natural strength, the power of our fleetsl 
IVe shall terrify our sailors on the one hand, and endeavour to starve 
them on the other j we shall not only drive them from us by un- 
heard of severities, but take away every motive that can induce 
them‘to expose themselves to the danger of suffering them. 

If we consider, Sir, with what effect methods neatly approaching 
these were practised in the reign of the late queen, we shall find 
that not more than 1 500 seamen were raised, and those at the ex- 
pence of more than four thousand pounds; so that the effects bore 
no proportion to the means ; our laws were infringed and our con- 
stitution violated to no purpose. ’ ' ’ ' 

But what reason, Sir, can be assigned for which it must he more 
difficult to supply the fleet now w ith sailors than at any other time ? 
This war. Sir, was demanded by the publick voice,"in pursuance of 
the 'particular remonstrances of the merchants, and it is not to be 
supposed that tlie sailois or any other body of men engagein ft with 
a paiticular reluctance. ' ' ' j 

1 , am therefore inclined to believe that the suspicion of great 
numbers hid in the country, at a distance 'fiom the coast, is merely 
chimerical ; atid that if wo should jiass this bill, vve should do no- 
thing inoie than grant an oppressive and unconstitutional power of 
search foi what in I'eality is not to be found. ' ’ 

Plowoppi-eashe this power mar become in the hands of a corrupt 
or insolent magistrate, any man may discover who remembers that’ 
rile mag'istrate is made judge, without appeal, of bis own right to 
denominate any man a sailor, and that , he may break Open'any 
VoL. 1. * S 
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man’s doors at any tirac^ without alleging' any other reason tlian his 
own suspicion ; so that no man can secure ins house from being 
searched^ or, perhaps, his person from being seized. 

It may indeed be alleged. Sir, tliat this will be only a temporary 
law, and -is to cease witli the exigence that made it necessary ; but 
long experience has informed us, that severe laws are enacted more 
readily than tlicy are repealed ; and that most men are too fond of 
power to suffer willingly the diminution of it. 

But, Sir, Ihougli this Jaw should not be perpetuated, every pre- 
cedent of an infringement of our constitution makes way for its dis- 
solution j and the very cessation of an oppressive law may be a plea 
hereafter for the revival of it. 

This bill, therefore, must be confessed to be at once violent and 
ineffectual; to be a tinnsgrcssion of the laws of justice to particular 
men, without any prospect of real benefit to the community; and 
therefore cannot be passed without deviating at once from prudence 
and our constitution. 

Captain Counwall then rose, and spoke to this effect:— I have- 
ohsorred. Sir, that cveiy man is apt to think liimself ill-tioated, 
who is not treated according to his own opinion of his deserts, aJid 
will endeavour to diffuse his own notion of the jiavtiality and ty- 
ranny of the naval officers ; general clamoui’s therefore ai’c little to 
be regarded. 

I have had, from my early years, a command in the sea sendee, 
and can assert, that I never knew more than one instance of injus- 
tice, and that was punished with the severity which it deserved. 

The PuiME Ministeu rose next, and spoke to this effect: — ^Mr 
Cliaivman, it is with uncommon satisfaction that I see every clause 
of this bill regularly debated, witliout unbecoming impatience, or 
passionate exclamations. I am willing to collect from lliis conduct, 
that the disposition of every gentleman is, on this occasion, the 
Same with my own ; and that every expedient here proposed will be 
diligently examined, nnd either be seriously approved, or be calmly 
rejected. 

Such coolness and impartiality, Sh, is ‘certainly required by the-^ 
importance of the present question ; a question which cannot hut 

influence the prosperity of the nation for many years. 

It is not necessary to remind any gentleman of the importance of 
dur trade, of the power of the enemy against whom we have de- 

A , ‘ ‘ * ^ 
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dared war in defence of it, or of the necessity of showing the v.orid 
tliat our declarations of «ar are not empty noises, or faices of le-, 
seiUnient. But it may be proper. Sir, to remark, that this ia not 
the only enemy, nor the most powerful, whose attempts we ha\a 
reason to provide against, and who may oblige iia to exert our whole 
power, and practise ev ery cxpadloiit to encrease our forces. 

The war has hren hithuto prosecuted with the utmost •vigour, 
with all the attention that its importance requires, and with sue-, 
cess not disproportioned to our preparations ; nor will it ever bo 
suffered to languish, if the powers necessary for carrying it on are 
not denied. 

Nothing is more evident. Sir, than that the natural power of tha 
nation consists in its fleets, which are now, by the care of the go-« 
vernraent, so numerous, tliat the united power of many nations can-, 
not equal them. Bat what nre fleets unfurnished with men? How 
will they maintain the dominion of the sea, by lying unactive in'oup 
harbours } 

That no methods, hitherto used have been sufficient to man otir 
navies, and that our preparations liave therefore been little more 
than an expensive show of war, the whole nation is sufficiently in* 
formed j it is therefore not doubtful that some new measures must 
be taken •, whether any better can be suggested than are offered in 
this bill, must be enquiied. 

With regard. Sir, to the clause now under our consideration, it is 
to be remembered, that little more is proposed by it than to add the 
sanction of legality to a power which has long been e.\ercised by tlio 
admiralty, without any other authority than that Of long prescrip- 
tion, tlie powei’ of issuing warrants of impress upon emetgent oc- 
casions, by which sailors are foiccd into the publick sendee. 

This power in its present state, muat bcallowcd to have no foun- 
dation in an) law, and, by consequence, to be unlimited, arbitrary, 
and easily abused, and upon the whole, to be justifiable only by ne- 
cessity ; but that hecessity is go frequent, that it is often exercised, 
and therefore ought to be regulated by the legislature j and by mak- 
ing such regulations^ we may rather be smd to remove tlian intro- 
duce a griev anee. 

The power of searching for smlors, liowever" it lias been repre- 
sented, is tar from setting them on a lev el with felons, murderers, 
or vag^onds j or indeed from distinguishing them, to their disad- 
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Tantage^ from the rest of the community^ of which every individual 
is obliged to support the government. 

Those that possess estates, or carry on trades, ti-ansfer part of 
their property to the jmblick j and those ought, by parity of reason, 
to serve the publick in person, that have no i^roperty to transfer,' 
Every man is secured by the constitution in the enjoyment of his 
life, his liberty, or his fortune; and thei’efore every man ought rc- 
cijuocally to defend the constitution to which he is himself indebt- 
ed for safety and protection. ' 

I am therefore. Sir, unable to discover in what consists the hard- 
ship of a law by which no new duties are enjoined, nor any thing 
required, which is not already eveiy man’s duty. Every man, in- 
deed, who is desirous of evading the performance of any of the duties 
of society, wall consider every compulsion as a hai'dship, by which he 
is obliged to contribute to the general happiness ; but his mui'murs 
will prove nothing but his own folly and ingratitude, and will cer- 
tainly deserve no regard from the legislative ponhr. 

There is in the bill beforb us. Sir, encouragement sufficient for 
volunteers, and an offer of greater raw ards than some gentlemen 
think consistent 'with the present state of the national revenues ; and 
what remains to be done with respect to those who are deaf to all 
invitations, and blind to all offers of advantage } Are they to sit at 
ease only because they are idle, or to be distinguished with indul- 
gence only for wmit of desei-ving it ? ' 

It seems generally gianted. Sir, that such drones are the proper 
objects of an impress. Let us then suppose that eveiy man who 
willing to serve his country, has laid hold of the reward proposed,' 
and entered a volunteer. The fleets are not yet sufficiently man- 
ned, and more sailois must be procured. IVarranls aie issued out’ 
in the common form. Tiie negligent, the iinpradent, the necessi- 
tous are taken. The vigilant^ tiie cunning, and those tliat have 
more mbne}", find slieltcr and escape. Can it he said, that those 
whose circumstances or good fortune enable them to secure them- 
selves from the officers of the impress, deserve any -exemption from 
the publick service, or' from the hardships to which their compa- 
nions are exposed ? Have they discharged their debt of gratitude to- 
tlie publick so effectually by running away from its sendee, that no 
. search ought to he made after them ? It seems evident, that if it was' 

right to seize the one, it is likewise right to piu’sue the other ; and 

/ 
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if it be right to pursue him, it is liken ise right to hinder him from 
escaping the pursuers. It is then right to rest some persons with 
the poner of apprehending him, and in nhom is tliat pouer to be 
lodged, but in the cuil magistrate? 

E^ery man. Sir, is oUiged by compuEise methods to seiae his 
counti^', if he can be proailcd ujwn by no other. If any man shall 
refuse to pay his rates or his tjutf’s, tvill not his goods be seized l)y 
force, and sold before his face? If any paiticuhr methods arc pi-o- 
posed for obliging seamen to contribute to the publick safety, it i^ 
only because their sen ice is necessary upon moic pressing occasioin 
tlian that of others 3 upon occasions wliich do not admit of delay^ 
nathout the h3a.ard of the s\ hole community. , 

I must confess. Sir, there arc instances In which the hardships of 
the seafaring part of the nation arc peculiar, and tnily calamitou*. 
A sailor, after the dangers and toils of a long voyage, when he is 
now in the sight of the port, where he hoijcs to enjoy that quiet 
w Inch he has deacn cd by so long a series of fatigues, to repair the 
bytu'ios whicli his health has suflfered ,by change of climate and the 
diet of the ships, and to recover that strength which incessant vi- 
gilance ha3 worn awayj when he is in expectation of being re- 
ceived by liis family with those caresses, winch the succours that he 
brings them naturally pro<Iuce, and designs to rest awhile from dan- 
ger and from carej in (he midst of these pleasing views, he is on 
the sudden seized by an impress and forced into a repetition of all 
his miseries, without any interv’al of reficsUmeut. 

XxX no roan who can think without compassion on such a scene 
as tills, boast his zeal for freedom, his lugawl for bravery, or his gra- 
titude to those who contribute to the wealth and power of their 
countryj let e\ery man who declares himself touched with the pity 
which the slightest reflection upon such a dJoappointment mu«t na- 
turally produce, sincerely endeavour to obviate the necessity of such 
oppressive measures, which may at least in part be prevented, hy 
assigning to magiatrates the power of hunting out of their retreats, 
those who neglect the business of their callings, and linger at once 
in laziness and want. ^ , , 

^ ' There are giviat numbers who retire not from w eariness but -idle- 
ness, or an unreasonable prepossession against the publick seivice; 
and suiely nothing is more unreasonable, tlnii fluit bad dispositions 
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on thi*; ocon-iion tii" ob tnu ‘ioje- uhieh th* it t' -1 iVjnt 
(hose nt whOM* ivfpi''--t it \\:i- tinderttilo ji ; nud fo d>* I'.r'' the 
conduct t)f th'* imueh.ont'* ii:e uH ini' d proof ti.'.t -'lue- huv of tUEt 
tendency is '.ib'oluteli, 

Tlic tnercheiit'', Sir, vdso i.m.c 'o hut Hy enrup! vios'l of tlw t!e- 
tdinc of Irnde, tlie inlu’i’iipti-m of UHeiTithm, itnd tie- it! o! 'rite, rti* 
Jncity, and cruelly oftiie Spmtitt'.il- ; th*- nier‘^'iii>nt.. vho ii!!>i| ih.^ 
Jntion with rcjirc-entatioo', t>r tinir hm.Miii , di •''eim'reiie'nt'', 
and nii'Crie«, and latiiente.d, in tiie jno t piiidirl: nien:;* r, that tlu y 
were the onlv bodv for v.h/>m tin- htri littire had I'.o n ♦aid, who 
were abandoned to the caprice of otiiir natiei.p ufie phindered 
tvliroad and neglected at liome; the nicrchantj, afif r ha.vin:' at 
length by their iniportunities engaged the sta.te in a v..'.r, of v.Itich 
they have tiieinscbcs cti tainly not the Ic.ict pn t« ndions to tju{,,tion 
cither the justice or iiece-’^ityj now, when by tin* natural eon'C- 
qucncc's of a naval annament, .‘bailors become le-s ninm rou-, and 
ships more dinieiilt to he equipjicd, contnicl in jirivate uith ?uch 
Sailors as they arc inclined to employ, and eonceal them in j^arrets 
hired for that purjin-e, till the fi-eight is ready, or the danger of an 
impress is past, ami thus secure their own jirivate afiairs at tlie ha- 
zard of the puhlick, and hinder the ojierations ofa war, which they, 
and they only, solicited. 

Tlie clanger of Iraving other enemies than the .Spaniards, ene- 
mies, Sir, more active, more powerful, and mot e ambit ions, Ims al- 
ready been mentioned, a danger so m ar, and so formidahln, thiit 
he Will not be thought very solicitoua lor ids countiy, whom tlie 
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bare mcnUon of it docs not alarm. Tliis dan^r vre arc therefore 
to obviate by rigorows preparations, ami tinaniraous resolutions j 
nor do I doubt but both our enemies, if Ihcj’ find ns united, will 
repent of attacking tis. 

Sir, the most cflicacious method of manning our fleets which 
law or custom lias yet put into our liands, is that of suspending our 
■comihcrcc by an embargo, and yti the whole nation knows how 
much and by what means it has been eluded ; no sooner was it 
known that an embargo was laid, tlian tlic smlors flew away into 
the coantiy, or hid thcmselrca in comers of UiU great city, ns from 
the most formidable danger ; and no sooner did Uie embargo cease, 
than the banlcs of the river were again crowded ivitli sailors, and all 
the trading vessels were immediately supplied. 

• As 1 cannot doubt, Sir, tlat every gentleman is eq^ly zealous 
for the success of the nnr, nod the prosperity of his coimtiy; end 
as the insufficiencj'of the present methods of proiiding for them is 
apparent, I hope, that either the irgubtions proposed by this bill, 
to which 1 see no important olycclions^ or some oilier of equal use. 
Will be established by a general concurrence. 

- Lord BAtTiMORt spoke ncit i— Though no gentleman in this as- 
sembly, Sir, can more ardently wish tlic success of the HritUh arms, 
or'filiall more willingly concur in any measure that may promote. 
It, yet 1 cannot agree to the clause now under our consideration j 
I disapprove it both from moral and iwlitial motives j I dis.approvc 
it as neither just nor pnidcnt. ,, 

••The iiyusticc of so flagrant on Invasion of the liberty of particu- 
lar men has been already exposed j nor is it, in my opinion, leas 
easy to discover the imprudence of cethausting all cur euppl/cs at 
once, and sweeping avray all our sailors, to supply a single ex- 
Igency. ; • . , . ' , , - , r . 

i It has often been remarked, Sir, in favour of n standing army^ 
that it la requbite to have a number of regular furees, who, though 
too weak to oppose an invasion, might be able to cslablbh discipline 
in a larger body^ an obsenalion which may, uith much greater 
justness, he applied to the seamen, whoso art is much more difficult 
to be attained, and who nre equally necessary in ivar and ireace. . ^ j 

If our stock of seamen. Sir, be destroyed, if there is not left ir» 
OUT trading YCEseb a sufficient rmmbcrof experienced artbts to ini- 
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tiate novices^ and propagate the profession, not only our ships of 
ivar must lie useless, but our commerce sink to nothing. 

Nor have I reason to believe the naval ])OWer of France so formi- 
dable, as that we ought to be tciTified by the apprehensions of it 
into any extraordinary methods of procedure. I am in formed 'that 
they have now very few ships of force left in their harljouvs j and 
that they have exerted their whole strength in the American fleet. 

I am not tliereforc. Sir, for providing against present dangei-s, 
without regard to our future seciirityj and think nothing more 
woithy of the considemtion of this assembly, than the means of en- 
couraging and encreasing our seamen, which will not bccfieclcd by 
the bill before us. 

Land forces may be hired upon emergencies ; but sailors arc our 
own peculiar strength, and the growth of our own soil ; we arc 
therefore above all other regjuds to attend, if I may use the term, 
to the preservation of the species. 

Mr. Vyner next spoke; — Mr*. Chairman, as there can be no 
stronger objection to any law than ambiguity, ’ or indeterminate 
latitude of meaning, I think it necessar}' to propose, that' some word 
of known and limited import, be substituted in the place of seafar- 
ing men; an expression which, if I was asked the meaning of it, I 
should find it difficult to explain. 

Are seafaring men those only who navigate in the .sea. The term’ 
is then superfluous, for all such are evidently comprised in the word 
seamen. Are they bargemen or watermen who ply on livers, and 
transport provision or commodities from one inland town to ano- 
ther? In that sense nobody will affirm that it is a proper wordj^ 
and impropriety in the expression of laws, produces uncertainty in 
the execution of them. 

Captain Cornwall rose up: — Sir, the term seafaring men, of 
which an explication is desired, is intended to include all tliose who 
live by conveying goods or passengers upon the water, whether the’ 
sea or inland rivers : nor can we I’estrain it to a narrower sense, 
without exempting from the publick service great numbers, whose 
manner of life has qualified them for it, and from' whom their coun-' 
try may with equ;u justice expect assistance, as fiom those who are 
engaged in foreign traffick. - - 

Mr.'VyNER replied Sir, I am far from concurring with the hot 
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jjouraWe gentleman in his opinion, that the inland ^vatc^men are hy 
their proression in any degree qualUlcd for sea scia'ice, or can pro- • 
perly be called sco/arin^ tnca. 

All qualifications for the «crvice must consist citlicr in some know- 
ledge of the arts of navigation, nr in some f.imiliarity with the dan- 
gers of the sea. tVitli regard lo any prcwoiis knowledge of naval 
■business, it is well known that they have no advantage o\’er any 
common labourer ; for the manner of navigating n ship and a baigc 
have for the miwt pait nothing in common. 

Nor are these watermen. Sir, more able to stand firm in the ter- 
rors of the storm, or the noise of a battle, tlian those who follow 
any other occupation. Many of them ncrer saw the sea, nor have 
less dread of its danger tliin (he other inhabitants of the inland 
counties. 1130 )' arc therefore ncitXycr ssa/aring men, nor peculi- 
arly capable of being made penmen. . . . ' 

But the lurdship upon particular men is not the strongest objec- 
tion to this cbusc, which, by obslntciing our inland navigation, 
may make our rivers useless, and set the whole trade of the nation 
at a stand. For who will bring up Ids son a waterman, who knows 
Wm expo'sed by that pfofe«sion to be impressed for a seaman ? 

IL seems therefore ncccssar}*, Sir, either to omit the term* tea- 
faring men, or to explain it in such a manner, that loLintl w*atcrmcn 
may not be included. , ~ 

Lord Gage spoke next : — Sir, so much has been urged against 
the comimlsivc methods proposed in this clause, and so little pro- 
duced in favour of them, that it may seem superfluous to add any 
thing, or.to.cndcavour, by a multiplicity of arguments, .to prove 
what common reason must immaliatcly discover. But there is one 
consequence of this clause vvhkh has not }ct been observed, ami 
>vhich is )el too important not to be obviated by a particular 
proviso. 

. It is well known. Sir, that many of those to whom this act will 
extend aie freeholders and voters for electing the representatives 
of the nation j and it is llicrcforc apparent, that elections may be 
influenced by an ill-timed or partial execution of it. How easy will 
be when an election approaches to raise a fake alarm, to proptssc 
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some secret expedition, or Ihi'eaten us with an iiiva.':^'^’^ 
unknown country, and to seize on aU the scafarinp ' olein A;ho-.c 
affections are suspected, and confine them at Spitlict^^ 
test is over ! 

I cannot therefore. Sir, but think it ncccssaiy, llu^^ if this clan-e 
be suffered to pass, some pail of its hateful consequcOCCa should be 
prevented by an exception in faA'our of frccholde'^^ ond AOi.cin, 
AA’hich surely is no less than what every man owes to' own secu- 
rity, to the welfare of his country, and to tliose byi'^'^’OJO he has 
been honoured with the care of their lilicrtica, 

Mr. Henry Pelham then said as follows : — Sir, I ‘^o not rise in 
Opposition to tlic proposal made by thal right honoui'^'^^o member, 
nor do I think this the proper time either fur opposiOS oi' appiov- 
ing it. hlethod is of the highest importance in pnquirics like 
these 5 and if the order of tlie debate be interriiptf'^ ^’5' foreign 
<|uestions or incidental objections, no man will be ali^'^ consider 
the clauses before us with the attention necessary to satis- 

faction, or to the conviction of others j' the mind wili dissipated 
by a multiplicity of views, and nothing can follow perplexity 

and confusion. < 

-The great end. Sir, for which Ave are now asscmblc*^^' strike 
Out 'methods of manning the fleet w’ith expedition certainty. 
It is therefore proper in the first jdace to agree upon sonae general 
measures, to each of which there may undoubtedly be P^irticular ob- 
jections raised, that may be aftenvards removed by exceptions or 
provisions ; but these provisions should, for the sake order, be 
inserted in particular clauses, to be separately conside^’*^^- 
Of this kind is the exception now offered, to which !• 
jection but its present impropriety, and the interrupti®^ 
bate whidh it may now Occasion j for I see at prese^^ reason 
against admitting it in a particular clause. 

When it is considered how much the success of the 
pend upon the determinations of this day, and how 
ture happiness and security may depend Upon the succe*’^ 

Sent undertakings," I hope my solicitude for I'cgularity expedi- 
tion will be easily excused. . , 

Sir Hind Cotton answered ; — I am not able. Sir, td ‘discover any 
imminent danger to the nation in suspending our the 
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tlause befol-o us for a feW moijicnts j nor indeed do we cease to at* 
tend to It, tvliile we are endeavouring to mollify it, and adapt it to 
bur constitution, / 

•the 6'cceptlon proposed is, in the opinion of the honourable gen* 
tleman, so reasonable, that he declares himself ready to appro\e it 
in another place j and to me, no place seems more proper of its 
making part of tliis bill than this. As Q connection between the 
clause and exception appears necessary and immediate, I cannot 
see why it should be postponed, unless it is hoped that it may 
be forgotten. 

Mr. PoltekeV then spoke t— Sir, that this exception should be 
forgotten there is no danger} for how long soever it be dckiyed, 1 
will never agree to the act till 1 see it inserted. If we suffer the U- 
berty of the freeholders to be infringed, what can we expect but to 
be charged with betraying our trust, and giring up to servitude 
and oppression those who deputed ib to this assembly, as the guar- 
dians of their pihileges, and theasserters of their biithrigljt ? a 
charge too ju«t to be <Icnie<l, and too atrocious to be botno. 

Sir, the right of a freeholder is independent on every other cir- 
cumstance, and is neither made mo-e nor le«3 by wealth or i)0\crty i 
the estate, however small, which gives a right of voting, ought to 
fexempt the owner fiom every restraint that may hinder the exer- 
tion of his right; a right on which our constitution is founded, 
and which cannot be taken away wltliout subverting our whole csta- 
bliihmcnt. 

To overlook the distinctions which the fundamental laws of our 
country liave made in respect to different orders Of men, and to re- 
gard only the accidents of atBucnce and necessity, is surely unjust 
in itself, and unworthy of this assembly; an assembly. Sir, insti- 
tuted piincipaily to protect the weak against the strong, and de- 
puted to represent those in a collective state, who are not consider- 
able enough to appeal singly, and claim a voice in the legislature. 

To fe\po«e an honest, a laborious, and an useful man, to bo selzcsl 
by the hamls of an inrolent officct, and draped trtm the enjoyment 
of his right, only becauie lie will not violate bis conscience, and add 
his \-oicc to those of sycopliants, dependents, and prostitutes, the 
riaves of power, the drudges of a court, and the hirelings of n fac- 
tion, is the highest degree of injustice and cruelty. IiCt US rather, 
Sir, sweep away with an impress, the drones of large fortuhes, the 
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lyrants of viUngcs, . and llic oj)prc5£or5 of the poor j let. ti.-*. oblige 
those to sci’vc their count jy by force, ulin-e lortunr? have leifl no 
other ciTcct than (omahclhcni insolent aiul uorthhr-H; but let ‘-ludi 
who, -by contrib\Jting to commerce, m;d<c every day snui'- addition 
to the publick wealth, be left, in the full enjoynunl of the rights 
ivhich they deserve: let tlio.=e by who.-e labour the expeiu ' . of the 
Avar arc furnished, be. excused from contributing to it by ja r.-niKi! 
service. 

It is nccc.s?ary, Sir, to have nur law: ( wtaidisbt-d by the repre"-en- 
tativc.s of the people; it i- noee:-:!:';,' (hat tho,e repre.H’nlnlivci 
sliould be freely elected ; and (here fore every huv that fib'-triiet'; the 
liberty of voters, is eontnuy to the fundamental !:vu.« «.f ottr eou-'ti- 
tntion ; and wh:it mulliludo mavbvthir law be either hindererl 
fi’oni gi\ ing their vole.-, or be fcrrif:ed into .-ii' h a ehoiee as by no 
me.ans eorrc'ponds with 1 heir judgements' or inclination-, if i‘- c.'i'V 
to foresee. 

I am indeed of o)»inion, Sir, that this clavi'^'' eumot be adapted to 
our constitution, nor modilird by any cxi>cdient into a huv, which 
will not lay insupportable bardsbip: upon tim nation, and make w.ay 
for absolute, power. But as it k. neeec^ai'j' that a eorr-taid. supply of 
seamen should he p!o\id(.d, I lliir.k it not iiujuopiu* to f)h;crve, that 
there i.s one ceipedient yet remaining, hy which, thotrgh it will not 
much as.'^isi vis in our jircsent c::igcnce, the llccl ', of thi.s nation may 
hereafter be constantly su|)portcd. 

tVe have at present great number .s of ebarity schools c.stablishcd 
in Ibis nation, where the clnldi'Cn of the jioor receive an education 
disprojrortioncd to their birth. This has often no other conse- 
quences than to make them unfit for' their stations hyplacing them 
in their own ojrinion above the drudgery of rlaily labour, a notion 
■which is too mucii indulged, as idleness, co-operating A\ith vanity, 
can hardly fail to gain the ascendant, and which somctimc-s prompts 
them to support themselves by pr.acficc 5 not onlv u.seless but perni- 
cious to society. This evil. Sir, cannot be better obviated than by 
. allotting a reasonable jiroportion out of every school to the service 
of the sea, in which by entering early they cannot fail to become 
■ proficients, and where thcii' attainments, which at present too fre- 
quently produce laziness and dislionesty, might enable them to e.x- 
.cel, and entitle them to promotion. . ■ 

. Mr. IViKuiNGTON replied : — Sir, notwithstanding the confidence 



5\.'1740-1. 


■''SEAMEN. 


with whicli some gentlemen have proposed this amonthnent, and 
the easiness' with which others have consented to it, I declarc with- 
‘out hesitation, tiiat Poppose it now, and intend to oppose it when- 
e\er it shall beolTered, because it will defeat all the other pro\ibions 
which shall be made in the bill. 

' ' I will venture to say. Sir, that if escry man wlio has, by what- 
' ever tenure, the right of noting, shall be exempted from the neces- 
sity of contributing to the publiek safety by his personal sen ice, 
"every man qualified for the sea will by some means acquire a vote. 

Sir, a very small part of those who give their votes in this nation 
for representatives in senate, enjoy that right as the appendage of 
a'freehold, to live in some towns, and to be bom only in otheis, 
gives the unalienable privilege of voting. Any 'gentleman, to se- 
cure his own interest, oi* obstruct the publick service, may, by di- 
viding a small piece of bairen ground among a hundred sailors, 
exalt them all to freeholders, and exempt them from the influence 
of thb law. ' ' . 

H6\vcver, Sir, I am not lessafricnd to the freeholders than those 
who propose the exception in their favourj but in my opinion the 
great interest of the freeholders is the jtreservation of thoir free- 
holds, vyhlch can only be secured by a vlgoions exertion of the 
power of the nation, in the war which h now declared against the 
Spaniards. ' >. 

Mr. B\sr.itiGTON spoke next: — Sir, by the observations which I 
have opportunities of making at the place which I have the honour 
to represent, I am convinced of the influence that this law vv ill have 
upon all tlie boroughs along the coasts. There must of the voters 
aie, in one sense or otlier. Sir, scafaiing men, being almo=t all of 
them owners of vessels, and m some degree acquainted-wilh navi- 
gation, they may therefore be huiricd auay at the dioicc of an'of- 
' ficioua or oppressive magistrate, who maj by partiality aiul'injiistice 
• obtain a majority, contrary to thegenemi inclination of (lie people, 
and determine the election by his own alithority. j . - 

Sir WiLLtAvi Yonoc then .said —Sir, every freeholder and 
■voter is to be exempted from the influence of the law, tbr bill that 
vve are with so much ardour eivdeavotuing to draw up and rectifyi 
and of whicli the necessity ia so generally acknovv ledged, will be no 
other than an emptj sound, and a detennination without dn object-; 
for-while wo are empowering -the government to call seamen intd 
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the sc^’^’icc, we nvc exempting almost all (hat arc able to Fon c from 
the denomination of seamen ivhat is this hut (o dispute nit bout a 
subject? to raise with one hand and demolish with (he other? 

In the western jnu ts of the nation, Sir, where I rc.'ido, tna.mnvho 
vote at elections claim (heir privilege by no olher title (ban (hat of 
boiling a pot; a title which he who has it not, may easily oidain, 
when it will either gi'itify his laziness or his cowardice, and which, 
though not occasionally obtained, seems not suflicient to set any 
man out of tlie rcacli of a just and necessary law. 

It is therefore, Sir, untloiihfedly rctpil-itc that (lie terms of (he 
exception should be explicit and definitive, and (bat only (bo>c 
should be cxcmpicd who have stich posscisions f)r (jualifieations as 
this assembly shall think a just title to exemption. For on (he 
western coast, from wliencc great stjpplies may he cxpi;<;ted, niindit 
every sailor has a vote, to which nothing (here is required btit to 
hire a lodging and boil a ])ol ; after wbieb, if this ovcepiion be ad- 
mitted in all its latitude, he may sit at ease amidst the didiivia's of 
his countr}', ridicule the law which lie li.as eluded, and cat the ma- 
gistrate at open defiance. 

The Prime AIinistkr spoke next : — As I think, Sir, some excep- 
tion may be just and proper, so I Euppose. cvciy gcnllomau will con- 
cur with nie in rejecting one of sucli extent as shall leave no object 
for the operation of the law. 

It is in my opinion proper to restrain the cxcmjitlon to those free- 
holders who ai-c possessed of such an estate as gives a vote for the 
(representative of the county, by wln'ch tliosc whose privilege arises 
from their property will be .secured ; and it seems rc.asonablc that 
those who have privileges without proper!}', should purcliase them 
by their seiwices. 

Counsellor Brown spoke next : — .Sir, the exception pixiposed will 
not only defeat the end of the bill, by leaving it few objects, but 
will obstruct the execution of it on proper occasions, and involve 
the> magistrate in difficulties which will cither intimidate him in the 
exertion of his avUhorj'y, or, if be persists in discharging his duty 
with firmness and spirit, will perhaps oblige him sometimes to re- 
pent of his fidelity, 

it is the necessary consequence. Sir, of a seaman’s profession, that 
he is, often at a great distance from the place of his legal settlement, 
pr patrimonial possessions j and he may therefore assert of Uls own 
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circumstances wliat is roost convenient without danger of detection. 
Distance is a ceexuity tliat prompts many men' to falsehoods by 
which only \-anity is gratified, and few men will tell tnilh in oppo- 
sition to their interest, when Uuy may lie without opprehensiona of 
bein^ consicted. 

' When therefore a magUtralc receives directions to Imjjreis all the 
seamen within his district, liovr few will he find who will not de- 
clare themselves freeholders in some distrurt county, or freemen of 
some obscure borough ? It is to no purpwe, Sir, tlut tlie magistrate 
disbelieres what be cannot confute j and if in one instance in a hun- 
dred he should be mislahcij, and, acting in consctjucncc of bis error, 
force a freeman into the sen ice, wjial reparation may not be de- 
manded? 

I therefore propose it to the consideration of the committee, whe- 
ther any man ought to claim exemption from this law by a title, 
that may so readily be procured, or so safely usurjxxl. 

The Attofkey Gcnerac spoke next:— Sir, the practice of im- 
pressing, which has been declaimed against with such vehement ex- 
aggerations, is not only founded on immemorial custom, wldch 
makes It part of the common bw, but Is likewise cstablbhcd by our 
statutes } fur I remember to have found it in the statutes of queen 
Mary, and therefore cannot allow (hat It ought to be treated ns Il- 
legal, and anli-con.«tilutional. 

. Tliat it is not inconsistent with our constitution may be proved 
from the practice of erecting the roj-al standard, upon great emer- 
gencies, towliich cvciyman was obliged immediately to repair j tUb 
procticc is os old as our constitution, and as it may be revived at 
pleasure, may be properly mentioned ns equivalent to an impre&t. 

Mr. ViNER answered ; — ^Tliis word. Sir, which the learned mem- 
ber has by his wonderful diligcnco discovered in the statutes, may 
perhaps be there, but’in a signification far different from Uiat which 
it bears at present. Tlic word was, .without doubt, originallj 
French, pret, and implied what is now expressed by the term ready; 
and to impress any roan was in those tlays only to make him ready, 
or engage. him to hold himself in readi?icw, which was brought 
about not by compulsion, pursuit, and violence, but by the allure,- (. 
ments of a pecuniary reward, or the obligation , of lom? ontient > 
tenure. j /• . , • . . ,, 
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On Ihe G6th day, the consideration of the tall for raising sranini tcaz 
resumed, and a clause rend, hy ichich eerry constable, hcadborovgh, 
tyihing-man, or other person, teas liable to be examined upon oath 
by the justices of fieace, v'ho tccrc empowered to lay a Jine upon 
. them for any neglccj, offence, or connivance. 

i 

I 

Sir JoHx B.vnNAiti) rose up, and spoke to tlic following elTect : — 
Mr. Chairman, it is tlie ])eculiar liaj)pine5S of the Biitons, lliat no 
law can be made without the consent of their representatives, and 
I hope no such infaUiation can ever fall upon them ;is may influence 
them to chuse a representative capable of concurring in absurclitie? 
like this. | 

The foll}^ the ini{|uity, the stupidity of this clause, can only be 
conceived by hearing it repeated j it is loo flagrant t o be c\l enuated, 
and too gross to admit c.xaggerat ions : to oblige a mini to make 
oath against himsclfj, to subject himself hy his own voice to jienal- 
ties and hardships, is at once cruel and ridiculous, a wild complica- 
tion of tyranny and folly. 

■To call upon any man to accuse himself, is only to call upon him 
to commit perjury, and has therefore been alv.ay.s accounted irra- 
tional and wicked : m those countries where ir is practised, the con- 
fession is e.Ktorted bV the i-ack, which indeed is so necessar}' on such 
occasions, that I should not wonder to hear the promoters of this 
clause openly declaring for the expediency of tortures. 

Nothing is more' evident than that this bill, however theiraport- 
ance of the occasion! may be magnifictl, was drawn up without re- 
flection, and that llie clauses w'ere ncx er undei'stood by those that 
offered them: errors like these must arise only from precipitation 
and neglect; for they are too gross to be committed cither by igno- 
rance or design. ■ j 

To expose such absurdities is indeed easy, but not pleasing ; for 
what end is answered by pointing at folhg or how is the publick 
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service advanced by showing that the methods proposed are totally 
to be rejected? Where a projwsition is of a ml\cd kind, and only 
crroneoiM in part, it is an useful and no dUagrccablc task to sepa- 
rate truth from error, and di«cntangtc from ill consequences such 
measures as may be pursued 'with adtantige to the publicki but 
mere stupidity can only produce compassion, and alTord no oppor- 
tunities for enquiry or dUpute. 

Admiral Wager rcplicilt — Sir, this clause, Irowcvcr contemp- 
tuously treated, has been already passed into n law by a scnalcwhich 
brought no dishonour upon the British nation, hy a senate uhicli 
was courted and drwded by the greatest part of the universe, and 
was drawn up by a ministty (hat have given their posterity no rea- 
son to treat them with derision and contumely. 

In the reign of tlic htc great queen, this mcthotl of proceeding 
was approved and established, and ue may judge of the propriety 
of the measures followed In tliat war by the success whicli tlicy 
procured. 

• Tliose therefore hy whom this bill was drawn up hav c commuted 
no new absurdities, nor have pr«>po5cd any tiling vvhiclj was not en- 
acted by the nUest of our prcdcccs«ors, in one of the roost illustri- 
ous periods of our history. 

Jlr. Gyroon answcrcvl : — Sir, I am far from thinking a proposi- 
tion sufficiently defended by an assertion tliat it was admitted by 
our predeecssore; for though 1 have no inclin.'ition to vilify their 
memory, I may without scruple afiinu that tlicyliad, no pretensions 
to infallibiUty, and that tlicrc arc in many of our statutes instances 
of such ignorance, credulity, weakness, and error, as cannot be 
• considered without astonishment. * 

In questions of an abstnisQ and complicated nature, it is certain, 
Sir, that experience lias (aught us w hat could never Inv'c Iwcn dis- 
covered previously by the -wisdom of our anccslov^, nuti we Ivave 
found by their consequences the impropriety of many practices 
which they approved, and which wc should have equally applauded 
in the same circumstances. ’ > 

But to vvfiat purpose is observation, if wn muat shut our ojcs 
against it, and appeal for ever to the wisdom of our ancestors ?~if 
we must fall into error merely because they were mistaken, and 
rush upon rocks out of veneration to those wlio were wrecked 
against them? 

VoL. I. 


T 
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aemce adranccd by showing that the methods propo cd are totally 
to be rejected ’ TVli re a proposition w of a muxed kind and only 
erroneous m part it la an uscTul and uo dLagrccablo task to sepa- 
rate truth from error and di onUnglc from ill consequences such 
measures as tna) be pursueti witli adiantigc to the publick, but 
mere stupidity can only produce comp-ssion, and afibrd no oppor- 
tunities for enquiry or dispute 

Admiral \V\ora replied — Sir, this clause howerer contemp- 
tuously treated has been jlixady jiasscd into a law by a seintewhicU 
brought DO dishonour upon the Snlisli nation by a cnatc whidi 
^vas courted and drcadi-d by the greatest part of the unnerve and 
was drawn up by a nmnstry tlut Ime gitcn tlicir posterity no rca 
0on to treat them with dension and contumely 

In the reign of the htc great queen tins method of proceeding 
was appixncd and established and «c may judge of the propriety 
of the measures followed m tliat uar by tlic uccci>s nhicli they 
procured 

Tho a therefore by whom this billuas drawn up ln\c committed 
DO new absurdities nor Uaic pru|ioscd any thing whicJi u-as not cn 
acted by the ni cst of our prcdcccs ors m one of tlic most liluatri 
ous penods of our history 

lilr Gybbov answered — Sir I am far from thinking a proposi 
lion sufiicxcntly defended by an a-scrtion that it was ailmitted by 
our predecessors for though I Ime no mciiration to vilify their 
memoi^ I mav without scruple a/hnu that they had, prctco-ioas 
to infalbbihtv and that there arc iii many of our statutes instances 
of iich Ignorance credulity weakness and error as cannot be 
considered without astomshmcnt 

In questions of an absfm g and coroplicitcfl nature, it is certain 
Sir that c\p ncnce has taught us whit could never Ime been dis 
covered previously by the wi dom of our anccstois aud \vc have 
found by tlicir consequences the impropriety of many practices 
which they approved and which wosliould hive equally applauded 
in the same ciicumstancc 

But to what purpose is ob cnation if we mu t shut our tjes 
against it and appeal for ever to the wi-dom of nur ancestors ?— if 
we must fall mto error mciely because they were nastaken and 
rush upon rocks out of veneration to those who were wreciced 
against them’ 

Vot I T 
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tion to the question before us, without suffering my reason to be 
biassed, or my enquiiies diverted, by low altei cations or personal 
animosities , noi, uhen any othci man dc\ lates into reproachful and 
contemptuous language, shall I be induced to think moie highly of 
either his aiguments oi capacity 

Sir John Barnard leplied — Sii, I have always heard it repie- 
sented as an instance of integiity, when the tongue and heart move 
in concert, when the uoids arc lepresentations of the sentiments, 
and have tlieiefore hithei'to cndcAiourcd to c\plain my aiguments 
with perspicuity, and impicss my sentiments uith force, I have 
thought it hypociisy to treat stupidity witli revcicncc, or to honour 
nonsense with the ceieniony of a confutation As knavciy, so folly, 
that is not reclaimable, is to be speedily dispatched, business is to 
be freed fiom obstruction, and society fiom a nuisance 

Nor, Sir, when I am censured by those whom I may offend by 
the use of terms correspondent with my ideas, wiU I by a tame and_ 
silent submission give leason to suspect that I am conscious of a 
fault, but will treat the accusation with open contempt, and show 
no gi eatei regard to the abettom, than to the authore, of ab- 
surdity 

That decency is of great use in pubhek debates, I shall readily 
allow, it may sometimes shelter folly fiom ridicule, and piesene 
villainy from pubhek detection, nor is it evei moie carefully sup- 
ported, than when measuies aie promoted that nothing can pre- 
serve from contempt, but the solemmty with which they are esta- 
blished 

Decency is a proper ciicumstance, but liberty is tlie essence of 
senatorial disquisitions liberty is the parent of truth , but truth 
and deeency are sometimes at variance all men and all prepositions 
nre to be treated here as they' desen e , and there ai e many who 
have no claim either to respect or decency 

, Mr WiNNiNGTON then rose — Sir, that it is improper ni its own 
- nature, and inconsistent witli oui constitution, to lav any man un- 
der an obligation to accuse himself, cannot be denied , it is there- 
fore evident, that some amendment is necessaiy to the clause 
before us ^ 

I have foi this reason drawn up an amendment. Sir, which, if ap- 
proved by the committee, wall, in my opinion, icmove all the objec- 
tions to this pait of the bill, und by leconcilmg it with our natural 
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Nor IS then na\y so contemptible as some have either bv cnnjec- 
luie 01 mismfoimation repiesented it The fleet which they have 
dispatched to Ameiica, consists not of fewer than twenty ships, of 
which the least carry sixty guns, and they aie fitting out now an 
equal number m then own poits , besides, their East India com- 
pany IS obliged to furnish ten ships of the line at the demand of the 
government 

Thus i( appears that we have ncighbouis sufficiently jioweiful to 
alarm us with the sense of immediate dangci , dangei which is made 
moie imminent by the expeditious methods by which the Iicncli 
man then fleets, and which wc must imitate if wc hope to oppose 
them with success 

I need not say how little w'c can depend upon any piofcssions of 
neutrality, which wall be best observed when they c.innot be se- 
em ely violated, or upon the pacific inclination of then minister, 
W'hich inteiest, peisuasion, oi capnee, may altei, and to which it is 
not veiy honouiable to tiust foi safety IIow’ can that nation sink 
low'er, which is only flee because it is not invaded by its neighbouis, 
and letains its possessions only because no other has leisuic oi incli- 
nation to take them away ’ 

If it be asked, what can piovoke the French to interrupt us in 
the piosecution of our designs, and the punishment of those who 
have plundered and insulted us, it is not only easy tourge thestiict 
alhance between the two ciowns, the ties of blood, the conformity 
of inteiests, and their equal hatred of the Biitons, but another moic 
immediate reason may be added It is suspected that undei pie- 
tence of vindicating om owm lights, we are endeavouring to gain 
the possession of the Spanish dominions, and engross the wealtli of 
t^e new world , and that therefore it is the interest of ev'ery power 
whose subjects ti affick to those countries to oppose us 

Thus, whether we succeed oi fail in our attempts upon America, 
we have the French power to apprehend If we make conquests, 
they may probably think it necessary to obviate the toiient of our 
victories, and to hinder the increase of oui dominions, that they 
may secure then own trade, and maintain their own influence 

If vve should be defeated, of which no man, Sii, can deny the 
possibility, the inclination of all to insult the depiessed, and to push 
down the falling, is w'cll known , noi can it be expected that our here- 
ditaiy enemies would neglect so fail an opportunity of attacking us, 
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flight; and, like the other illusions of cowaidicc, disappear before 
the light Perhaps this necessity will be found only chimeiicalj 
and these' dangers appear only the visions of cieduhty, or the bug- 
bears of inipostuie 

'To arrive at a clear view of our present condition, it will be ne- 
cessary, Sir, not to amuse ourselves unth geneial assertions, or over- 
whelm oui reason by teintjing exaggerations let us consider dis- 
tinctly the power and the conduct of oui enemies, and enquire 
whether they do not affiight us more than they are able to huit us. 

That the foice of Spam alone. Sir, is much to be dreaded, no man 
will assert, for that empire, it is well known, has long been seized 
'with all the symptoms of declining power, and has been supported, 
not by its own strength, but by the inteiests of its neighbours The 
vast dominions of the Spaniards are only ah empty show , they are 
lands without inhabitants, and by consequence without defence; 
they aie lathei excrescences than membeis of the monarchy, and le- 
ceive support mthei than communicate In the distant branches of 
their empire the goiexnment languishes, as the vital motion in an 
expinng body, and the straggles winch they now make, may be 
teimed rather agonies than efforts 

From Spain, therefore, unassisted, we have nothing to apprehend, 
and yet from thence we have been thieatened with insults and m- 
vasions. 

That the condition of the Fiencli is far diffeient, cannot be de- 
nied, then commeice flourishes, their dominions are connected, 
then wealth enci eases, and then goveinment opeiates with full vi- 
goui then influence is gieat, and then name formidable But I 
cannot allow. Sir, that the}- have yet attained such a height of power 
as should alarm us with constant apprehensions, or that we ought 
tosecuie ourselves against them by the violation of our liberties. 
Not to urge that tne loss of fieedom, and the destruction of our 
constitution, are the woist consequences that can be apprehended 
from a conquest, and that to a slave the change of his master is of 
no great importance, it is evident, that the power of the French is 
of such kind as can only affect us remotely and consequentially. 
They may fall the continent with alarms, and ravage the teiritories 
of Germany by their numerous armies, but can only injuie us by 
means of then fleets We ma;^ wait, Sii, without a panick terror, 
~ ■fhough not without some degree of anxiety, the event of their qt- 
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without murmius, mutinicsj oi disconteiitj but by the natural and 
easy method of oncnng lewards^ ^ 

It may be objected, Sii, that lewaids luuo been already pioposcd 
without effect, but not to mention the coirupt arts i^hich have 
been made use of to elude that piomise, by i ejecting those that came 
to claim them, uc tan infer fiom their inetlicacy, onlj that they 
wcie too small, that th(‘v 11010 not suiTiC’cnt to daA/le the atten- 
tion, and ivithdiau it fiom the piospc^t of the distant advantages 
which mav aiiso fiom the scnice ot tbe mciclnnts. Let the ic- 
ivaid theiefoic be doubled, and it it be not then sufficient, doubled 
anciv Tlieic IS nothing but in 1} be bought, if an adequate price 
is offeied, audiicaicihcrcidic to laisc the iciiard till it shall be ad- 
judged by the sailois cqmialcntto tlic inconveniences of the sen ice 

Let no man uige t liat this is piofu‘-ion , that it is a bicach of our 
tiust, and a piodigality of the publicL moncj' Sir, the money thus 
paid 13 the piice of hbcity , it is disbuised to hinder slaveiy from 
encroaching, to pveseiie oiu natural nghts fiom infraction, and the 
constitution of our countiy fiom violation If we lote anay the 
piivilege of one class among us, those of another may quickly be 
demanded , and slaveiy will advance bj dcgiees, bll the last lemains 
of freedom shall be lost 

But pel haps, Sii, it will appear upon reflection, that even this 
method needs not to be practised It is well known, that it is not 
necessaiy for the whole ciew of a ship to be expert sailors, there 
must be some noi’ices, and many wliose employment has more of 
labom than of art We have now a numeious army wluch burthens 
our country, without defending it, and fiom whom we may therc- 
foie diaw supplies foi the fleet, and distribute them amongst the 
ships in just propoi lions , they may immediately assist tlie seamen, 
and will become able in a short time to tram up otheis 

It i.ill doubtless, Sii, be objected to this projiosal, that the con- 
tinent IS m confusion, and that we ought to continue such a foice 
as may enable us to assist oui allies, maintain oui influence, and 
turn the scale of affaiia in the neighbouiing countiies I know not 
how we aie indebted to dui allies, or by w'hat ties we are obliged to 
assist those who ne\ ei assisted us , noi can I, upon matui e consider- 
ation, think it necessary to be always gazing on the continent, 
watching the motions of eveiy potentate, and anxiously attentive to 
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and hope that c\c\-} fiicnd of IiIkiIj oi cnnimcrco uill concur m 
the op])o=iilion 

bn Roei 111 W\Li’or' ■^pohcnc'l, to the folloumc cfli’Ct* — Sn’ 
I ha\e con'-idcicd the bill beloie us mfli the ulmoM imp utiahtj, .uul 
I can “iGc no icason to apjnehciul (hit il Mill jiioducc such univtr« il 
discontent, and gne occasion to so imny abint-^, as the hnnouiabi'' 
gentlemen by whom it is opiio-od ajipcii to cuiptct It is not im- 
coinmon, bn, in judging of futuic cicnts, and (nting eHccts fto.n 
causes, foi tlic most s.igacious to be niHtal en 

The safest method of conjcctniiiig njion (he futmc, is to (on'-idtr 
the piist, foi it IS al\\a\s jnobiblc, lh*t iioiii like can-is likr con^^c- 
fjuences uiirari^e I-ct usthciefmc, bn, tscminc v,hat injintuiMii 
oppicssion has been hitheito piodutcd In laws of the ‘-mu kind 
The powci of scaicbing, howcici it is now become the ‘•ubject of 
loud c\clamation and p itlietic bat ingucs, is no new iniasion of the 
lights of the people, Init h.is been ahead) granted m its iitincnt t\- 
tent, foi an end ot no grcatci nnpoilmcc (ban the jncscnation of 
the grille tins foimidable autboiit) b.es been abculy ti listed to the 
magistiatc, and the nation has been alicuU subjected to tins insup- 
poi table t)ramiy, only lost the hua' and jinliidgcs should be de- 
stroied, and gentlemen be obliged to di-bind then bounds and dis- 
miss then setting-dogs 

Yet, Sir, even with legal d to Ibis pov.ci thus cxoibitant, and thus 
lightl) gianted, I liavc lieaid no genet al complaints, noi believe that 
it IS looked upon as a giicvancc by anv, but those wlioin it icstiains 
fiom living upon the game, and condemns to maintain thcmsclvca 
by a moie honest and useful industiy 

I hope, Sii, those that think this law for the pieseivation of their 
amusement lational and just, will have at least the same legaid to 
the defence of thou count ly, and will not think then venison de- 
serves gieatci solicitude, than then foi tunes and then libcitics 
Noi IS it difficult, Sii, to pioduce instances of the exercise of this 
powei foi the end wdnch is now' pioposed, without an) consequen- 
ces thatshould discourage us fiom lepcating the cxpcnnicnt I have 
now in my hand a lettei, by which (he mayoi and aldci men of Bnstol 
arc empoweied to sei/e all the sailois within the bounds ot their* 
juiisdiction, which oidei was executed without any outcries of op- 
picssion, or apiirehensions of the approach of slavery 
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our designs, by Icnowing our pi eparations , but surely more is not 
to be published than necessity cvtorts, and the govci nment has a 
right to conceal what it would injure the nation to discoier. 

Nor can I, Sii, appioic the method of leiying sadon by llie in- 
citement of an evoibitant icwaid, a rcuaid to be augmented at the 
pleasuie ot those ivho aic to icceive it For what can be the con- 
sequence of such piodigahtj, but that those to whom the laigcst 
Slim is offered, will >et refuse their service in expectation of a 
greatei '> The rewaid already pioposed is, in my opinion, the ut- 
most stietch of liberality, and all bejond may be censured as pio- 
fusion. 

It IS not to be imagined. Sir, that all these objections wcie not 
made, and answcicd, in the reign of the late queen, when a bill of 
the same natuic was pioposed, they weie answered at least by the 
necessity of those times, which necessity has now- ictuincdnponus 
We do not find that it pi educed any consequences so foimidablc 
and desti active, that they should for cvci discourage us from at- 
tempting to raise fences by the same means , it was then icadily 
enacted, and executed without opposition and watliout complaints 
nor do I behexc that any measures can be pioposed of equal elE- 
cady, and less seventy 

Mr Sandvs replied in substance as follows Sii, whether the 
precedents pioduced in defence of this bill, will have moic weight 
than the aiguments, must be shown by a caieful examination, 
which will perhaps discovei that the oi dei sent to the magistrates 
of Bristol conveyed no new powei, noi such as is m any lespect 
parallel to that which this bill is intended to confei 

They w'eic only enjoined to enquiie with moie than usual strict- 
ness, aftei stiollcis and vagabonds, such as the law has alwajs sub- 
jected to punishment, and send them to the fleet, instead of any 
other place of collection, a method which may now be puisued 
without danger, opposition, or complaint 

But for my pait, I am not able, upon the closest attention to the 
present scene of affaiis, to find out the necessity of extraoidinaiy 
methods of any land The fears of an invasion from France, aie, 
in my opinion. Sir, merely chimerical, ft om then fleet m Ame- 
rica the coasts of Britain have nothing to fear, and after the nu- 
merous levies of seamen by which it was fitted out, it is not yet 
probable tliat they can speedily send out another We know. Sir, 
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Those, Sir, to whom the importance of trade is so well knoivn, 
will easily apprehend the weight of this calamity, and will, I hope,r 
reject no measures that have a manifest tendency to prevent it 
Out ships. Sir, do not he useless because thcie is any want of 
seamen m the nation, but because any service is preferred to that of 
the publick 

There are now, to my knowledge, in one town on the west coast, 
no fewer than twelve bundled sailors, of 'which surely a thud part 
may be justly claimed by the publick interest , nor do I know why 
they who obstinately refuse to serve their counti^', should be treated 
wnth so much tcndciness It is more reasonable that they should 
suffer by their refusal, than that the general happiness should be 
endangered 

Mr Southwell spoke next, to the following purpose: Sir, 
when any authority shall be lodged in my hands to be exercised for 
the publick benefit, I shall always endeavour to exert it \vitli 
honesty and diligence, but will never be made the instrument of 
oppiession, nor execute any commission of tyranny or injustice 
As therefore the power of searching is to be placed m the hands 
of justices of the peace, I think it necessary to declare that I will 
nevei peifoim so hateful a part of the office, and that if this bill be- 
comes a law, I will retire liom Ihc place to which my authonty 
IS limited, rather than contiibute to the miseries of my fellow'- 
subjects 

Mr Littleton spoke as follows Sir, all the aigumCnts which 
have been offered m support of this bill, are reduced at last to one 
constant assei tion of the necessity of passing it, 

We have been told, Sii, with gieat acuteness, that a w'ar cannot 
be earned. on without men, and that ships aie useless vvithout 
sailors , and fiom thence it is inferred that the bill is necessary 
That forces aie by some means necessary to be raised, the w'armest 
opponents of the bill will not deny, but they cannot theiefoie allow 
the inference, that the methods now proposed are necessaiy 

They are of opinion, Sii, that cruel and oppressive measures can 
ne\ er be justified, till all otheis have been tned without effect , 
they think that the law, when it was foimeily passed, w.vs unjust, 
and are convinced by obsemng that it never was revived, and that 
it was by experience discovered to be useless 
Necessity, absolute necessity, iis a formidable sound, and may ter- 
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and I cannot but fear lb.it om enemies arc nioic fo’*midab!e, and 
moie malicious, tb.in the gentlemen lliat opposi thn bill h.ue re- 
picsentcd them 

This bill c.m only be opposed upon the supjio-'ition th it if a 
sanction toseiciities moieiigoious than oui present cucunntanf cs 
icquiie, foi nothing c.m be more filhtioiis or iinidious th m a 
companson of this law i\ilh tlic demand of ship-niunc}, a demand 
contmi) to all l.aw, and cnfoiccd by the manifest cvition of ubi- 
trary ponci 

How has the conduct of his picscntlMaji 'f\ anj icsembl.uicemth 
that of Chailes the Fii't ' Is .any nioiioj Itiiedby ordcrof thecmin- 
ciP„ Arc the dctciminations of the judges set m oppo'ition to the 
decrees of the senate ? Is any m.in iniuicd in his proptily by an 
unlimited extension of the picrogatiic' or any tribunal established 
supeiior to the laws of the n.ition r 

To draw parallels. Sir, whcicthcie is no rc.'cmblancc, and to ac- 
cuse by insinu<itions where there is no shadow of a ciniic, to raise 
outciies when no injuiy is attempted, and to deii) a real necessity 
because it w.as once pretended for .i birl pm pose, is surely not to 
adiancc the pubhek sen ice, which can be jnomoted only by just 
reasonings and tilin icflcctions, not by sophistry and satiic, by in- 
sinuations without giound, and by instances beside the purpose 

Mr Littleton answcicd — Sir, tiue /cil foi the scnicc of the 
pubhek IS ncici discoieicd by collusne subtcifiigcs and malicious 
repicsentations a mind attentne to the common good, would 
hardly, on an occasion like this, h.nc been at Icisuic to pencit a 
harmless illustration, and extract disiffcct ion fiom a casu.il lemarlv. 

It is, indeed, not impossible, Sii, that I might express myself ob- 
scuicly, and it may be thcicfoic neccssaiT todccl.aic that I intended 
no disrespect fill letlcction on the conduct of his Majesty, but must 
observe at the s.imc time that obscuie and inaccurate expressions 
ought abvays to be intcipietcd in the most inofTensne meaning, 
and that to he too sagacious in discoiciing concealed insinuations, 
is no great proof of supciioi integiity. 

Wisdom, Sir, is seldom captious, and honesty seldom suspicious , 
a man capable of comprehending the whole extent of a question, 
disdains to diveit his attention by trifling obsei rations, and he thqt 
is above the practice of little arts, or the motions of petty mahee, 
does mot easilj' imagine them incident to anotheu 
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Ml. Bathurst spoke as follows — Sir, that this law will casil^ 
admit, in the evecution of it, puch abuses as lyill o\ei balance thP 
benefits, may 'readily be proved , and it will not be consistent witf^ 
that regard to the publick e\pected from us by those whom wc ret 
present, to enact a Jaw which may probably become an instruraenl^ 
of oppression 

The ser\ant by whom I am now attended, may be termed, accord^" 
mg to the deteimination of the vindicators of this bill, a seafanriiS 
man, having been once in the West Indies, and he may therefore 
forced from my service and dragged into a ship by the authoiity 
ajustice of the peace, pcihaps ofsome abandoned pi ostitutc, dignific^ 
with a commission only to influence elections, and auc those whoi^ 
excises and not-acts cannot subdue 
I think it. Sir, not improper to declare, that I \\ould by force ojf" 
pose the execution of a laiv like this , that I would bar my doors an^ 
defend them , that I w'ould call my neighbours to my assistance , 
treat those who should attempt to entci wathout my consent 
thieves, luflians, and murdereis ^ 

Lord Gage spoke to this effect Sir, it is well known that Ify 
the laws of this nation poveity is m some degree considered as ^ 
enrae, and that the debtor has only this ad\ antage oi ei the felon, tliA^ 
he cannot be pursued into his dwelhng, nor be foiced fiom the shc'^* 
ter of hi^ own house 

I think it is universally agreed, that the condition of a man in de]^^ 
IS already sufficiently miseiable, and that it w ould be moi e worthy 
the legislative poweyto contrive alleviations of his haidships than a/" 
ditions to them, and it seems thciefoie no inconsiderable objectiid^ 
to this bill, that by conferring the power of entering houses by foro^^ 
it may give the harpies of the law an oppofcunity of entering, in tl^® 
tumult of an impress, and of dragging a dcbtoi to a noisome pyisop^ 
undei pietence of foremg sailors into the service of the cro.wn 
Mr Tracex then said — Sii, that some law foi the ends piopp®" 
ed.hy the bill befoie us is necessary, I do not see lipw vye can doub^-' 
after the declarations of the admnajs, who aie fully acquainted wa^^- 
the seivice for which piovision is to be made, and of the ministiyh 
whose knowledge of the piesent state of oui ovyn stiength, and tl'*® 
designs. of our enemies, is doubtless moie exact than they can aqqui^® 
who are not engaged in publiek employments 
If therefoie the measures now proposed are necessary, though thp? 
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now no longer confine my remains to single errors, but obsen'c 
that there is one general defect, bj uhich the •whole bill is made 
absuid and useless 

Foi the foundation of a law like this, Sii, the dcsciiplidn of a 
seaman ought to be accurately laid down, it ought to be declaicd 
what acts shall subject him to that denomination, and by what 
means, after having once irilisted himself m this unhappj class of 
men, he may withdraw into a raoie secuie and happy state of life 

Is a man who has once only lost sight of the shore, to be for ever 
hunted as a seaman^ Is a man who by tiafiick Inis cmichcd a fa- 
mily, to be foi ced £i om his possessions by the authoi it) of an impi ess ’ 
Is a man who has purchased an estate, and built a seat, to solicit t lie 
admiialtyfoi a protection fiom the neighbouiing constable’ Such 
questions as these, Sii, may be asked, w’hich the bill befoie us will 
enable no man to answer 

If a bill for this puiposc be truly neccssaiy, let it at least bcficcd 
fiom such offensive absuidities, let it be diawn u]) in a foi in as dif- 
feicnt as is possible fiom that of (he bill bcfoic us, and at last lam 
far from imagining that a law wall be contiived not injui lous to in- 
dividuals, noi detrimental to thepubhek, not contiai^ to the fiist 
principles of our establishment, and not loaded with folly and absur- 
dities 

hlr Vyndix then spoke — Sii, a definition of a seaman is so nc- 
cessaiy in a bill for this puipose, that the omission of it will defeat 
all the methods that can be suggested llow shall a law be e\e- 
cuted, or a penalty inflicted, when the mngisti-ate has no certain 
maiks wheiebj he may distinguish a ciimmaP and when even the 
man that is piosecuted may not be conscious of guilt, oi know that 
the law extended to him, which he is charged with having of- 
fended ’ 

If, in defining a seaman on the piesent occasion, it be thought 
proper to Im e any legaicl to the example of our piedecessois, w hose 
wisdom has in this debate been so much magnihed, it may be ob- 
served that, a seaman has been formerly defined, a man who haunts 
the seas, a definition which seems to imply habit and continuance, 
and not to comprehend a man who has peihaps never gone more 
|:han a single voyage 

But though this definition. Sir, should be added to the amend- 
ments already proposed, and the bill thereby be brought somewhat 



DEBATE ON 


&r*.n 10 


29s ' 

. , , ^ , )iue them of those pi ospects which have 

exorbitant demands, to det „ „ 1,1*1 in 

70 lull them m idleness, while they skulk 
often no other effect tlian I w 1 j z’ j 

jher wages, and to hinder them nom de> 
about in expectation of hig 1 1 * *i. 

^ , jsssing the merchants, and neglecting the 

ceiving themselves, embari j i,*. n * n * 

® „ , lountiy, IS undoubtedly just It is just, 

general interest of their d vi i , • * *i, 

° jhe publick it is necessaiy to prevent the 


Sir, because in regard to t 
gieatest calamity that can 


and extortion 

next — Sir, I have no objection to any 


fall upon a people, to pieseive us fiom 

, „ ^ , dst implacable of oui enemies , and it is 

receiving laws from the ml , , . j 1 x 

to pai ticular men it has no tendency but 

just, because with lespect ' 
to suppress idleness, fiaudj 

Mr Henry Fox spoke , , , , , * 

, the day pioposed foi the commencement , 

part of this clause, except \ ^ j , t 

* , ' pernicious practice, to which there aic 

to make a law against anji , , ^ x * 

CO give those whose inteiest may incite 
strong temptations, and i, n u 

° ^ neir schemes, belore the law shall begin 

them to it, time to eiiect 1 , , , 

consistent with wisdom or vigilance, 
to operate, seems not very , i xi x 

^ x, d the mei chants are betiaved by that re- 

It IS not denied, Su, th^ 1 * r U n 

^ chich pievails too frequently over noblei 
. gard to private interests 

° „ 1 the seivice of the ciovn, by large re- 
views, to bnbe away froni ^ x xi 1 

, , , assistance is now so necessaiy to the pub- 

wards, those sailors whose ^ ^ X .1 

, , , , t to be imagined that they will not em- 

hek, and theiefore It IS ncj ^ , , 1 x, 1, ,, 

, , , - >6 lo impiove the inteival wdnch the bill 

ploy their utmost dihgenc i .1 x xi, 1 

,, , ^3 for the ensuing year, and that the sail- 

allows in making contract^, , , ^ „ 

„ , , themselves before this law shall preclude 

ors wall not eageily engage!^ 

to prospects of ^ 

As theiefore to make nd , , , ,, , 

, , !e the same, and the time allowed by the 

observed, is m consequenq , , , , 

, ^ , lay make the wliole provision ineffectual, 

■clause, as it now stands, n| , , 

.. , it ought to begin to operate to-monow, 

it IS my opinion, that eithel , , , 

,, , , x X 1 the whole aitau in its piesent state 

■or that we ought to leave '■ 

rrit c- T> Tir jOLE spoke, as follows — Sn, nothing has 
Then Sir Robert WaliI ^ ^ » 

„ ^ „ justice, than to punish men by vii tuc ol 

a greater appeal ance of inj ^ ■' 

laws w,lh which they wcj »>- 

waj-s supposed to be knowl" 

It IS the duty of every mah to bo 

tl,e care of the IcgislaturcJ 

Imc a possibility of know]','’® P"' 

mshed for failing m then "’Ito” “otli.ng but men, able igno- 

^ fence 

ranee liaj betrayed into ofl 



500 


DEBATE ON 


IVIah 10, 


Mr Lodwick spolvc to this effect — Sir, I agree \Mth the ho- 
nourable gentleman by whom this clause has been offered, Ih.ii the 
end for which it is proposed is worthy of the closest attention ot the 
legislative powei, and that the evils of winch the pun cut ion is now 
endeavoured, may in some measure not only obstmet oui liaibeh, 
butendangei oni countiy, and shall thcrcfoie vciy leadilv f oncur 
in any measures foi this pmposc, that shall not ajijie.M cithei un- 
just 01 ineffectual 

Whether this clause will he sunicicnt to rest mm all clusne con- 
tracts, and whether all the little artifices ol intcic^t aie suflh icntly 
obviated, I am jet unable to detcimine , hut by a icflcft.on upon 
the multiplicity of lelations to be coiisidcied, >nd tbc \aiicty of cn- 
cumstances to be adjusted m a piovision of this hind, I am inclined 
to think that it is not the business of a tuans.er.i enqunj, oi of a 
Single clause, but that it will demand a srpaiatc law, and engage 
the deliberation and icgaid of this whole assembb 

Sir John Barnard said — Sii, notwithstanding tlw impatience 
and lesentmcnt with which some men sec then mistakes and igno- 
lance detected, notwithstanding the reicicnce wdneh negligence 
and haste are said to be entitled to from tins assembly, I shall de- 
clare once more, without the appichension of being confuted, that 
this bill w'as drawn up without consideration, and is defended 
without being understood , that after all the amendments w'luch 
have been admitted, and all the additions proposed, it will be op- 
pressive and ineffectual, a chaos of ahsuidities, and a monument of 
Ignorance 

Sii Robert Walpole leplied — Sii, the piesent business of this 
assembly is to examine the clause before us, but to deviate fiom 
so necessary an enquiry into loud exclamations against the W'hole 
bill, is to obstruct the couise of the debate, to perplex oui atten- 
tion, and inteiiupt the senate in its deliberation upon questions, in 
the deteimmation of wdiicli the secuiity of the publick is nearly 
concerned 

The wai, Sii, in which we aie now engaged, and, I may add, en- 
gaged by the geneial request of the whole nation, can be piosccut- 
ed only by the assistance of the seamen, from whom it is not to bo 
expected that they will saciifice their immediate advantage to tlie 
security of their countiy Publick spirit, wdiere it is to be found, 
is theaesult of reflection, refined by study mid e\alted>-by education,- 
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dWn, let tliem conceufe themselves toi^n from the tenderness 
And CaiesseS of then famihes by midnight irrdptionsj diagged in tri- 
umph thicmgh the stieOts by a despicable officer, and placed nbder 
the command of those by whom they have perhaps been already op- 
piessed and ibsulted Why shonld we imagine that the race of men 
for whom those cruelties are preparing, have less sensibihty thafi 
ourselves ’ Why should We believe that they will stiffer without com- 
plaint, and be injmed W'lthoUt resentment ’ Why should we conceive 
that tliey uoU not at oilce dehver themselves, and punish their op- 
piessors, by deserting that countiy where they are conddered as fe- 
lons, and laying hold on those rewaids and piivileges which no 
other government will deny them ^ 

This is mdeed the only tendency, whatever may have been the in- 
tention, of the bill befoie us , for I know not whether the most re- 
fined sagacity can discover any other method of discouraging navi-' 
gation than those which are drawn together in the hill before us. 
We first give our constables an authority to hunt the sadors ike 
thieies, and drive them by incessant pursuit out of the nation, but 
Test any man shohld by tiiendship, good fhitune, ol the power of 
money, find means of staying behind, we have with equal wisdom 
condemned him to poi eity and miseiy , and lest the natural coinage 
of his profession shonld incite him to assist his chunfcry m the war, 
have contnied a method of piecluding him fi'om any advantage 
tliat he might have the weakness to hope fiom Ins foititilde and 
diligence What more can he done. Unless we at on'ce prohibit fo 
seamen the use of the common elements, or doom them to* a gene- 
ral proscription > n 

It IS just that advantage. Sir, should he propoilioned to the ha- 
zard by which it IS to he obtained, and therefore a sailor has an ho- 
nest claim to an advance of wages' m time of war , it is necessary* 
to excite expectation, and to fire ambition, by the prospect of great 
acquisitions, and by this prospect if is that suCh nuinbeis are daily^ 
allured to naval business, and that our privateers are filled with ad- 
lentuiers Tlie large wages which war makes necessaiy, are mbfe' 
powerful mcentives to those whom impatience and poverty de-> 
termme to change then state of life, thaii the secuie gaiUs- of 
peaceful commeice, for the danger is overlooked by a mind intent 
upon the piofit 

War 15 the harvest of a sailor, m which he is to store jiidvision^- 
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nanow minds, swelled with the piide of uncontrollable authout}, 
the wanton ness ofwi etches who aic insensible of the consequences oi 
their own actions, and of whom candour may pci haps detenrninc, 
that they are only cruel because they ate stupid Ixt us not c\alt 
into a precedent the most unjust and iigorous law of our predeces- 
sors, of which they themselves declared their repentance, or con- 
fessed tlie inefficacj, by neier reviving it, let us rather endeavoui 
to gain the sailois by lenitv and inodeiation, and reconcile them to 
the service of the crown by leal encouragements , for it is rational 
to imagme, that in pioportion as men are disgusted by mjunes, 
they will be won by kindness 

There is one expedient, fair, which deserves to be tried, and from 
which at least more success may be hoped than from ciucltj, hun- 
gei, and peisecution The ships that aie now to be fitted out for 
service, are those ot the first magnitude, which it is usual to bnng 
back into the poits in wintei Let us therefoic piomise to all sea- 
men that shall voluntaiily engage in them, besides the lev'ard al- 
ready pi oposed, a dischaige fiom the sen ice at the end of six or 
seven months By this they will bciclcased fiom then present dread 
of perpetual slavery', and be ccitain, as they are wnen in the service 
of the merchants, of a i espitc fiom then fatigues The tiade of the 
nation w'lll be only mtci rupted foi a time, and maydie cairied on in 
the vvmter months, and laigc sums will be saved by dismissing the 
seamen when they cannot be employed 

By adding tins to the othei methods of encouiagement, and 
throwing aside all iigoious and oppiessive schemes, the navy may 
e'lsily be manned, our countiy piotectcd, oui commeice le-estabhsh- 
ed, and our enemies subdued , but to pass the bill as it now stands, 
is to deteimine that tiade shall cease, and that no ship shall sail out 
of the liver 

Mr Pitt spoke, to the following purport — Sii, it is common 
foi those to have the greatest regard to their own intciest who dis- 
cover the least foi that of othcis I do not, therefoie, despair of 
recalling the advocates of this bill fiom the piosecution of their fa- 
vourite measures, bj arguments of gieatei efficacy than those which 
are founded on leason and justice 

Nothing, Sir, is more evident, than that some degiee of reputa- 
tion IS absolutely necessaiy to men who have any concern in the ad- 
ministration of a government like ouis , they must either secure 
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lythoi di'-icgaul of'jucrecdinggcnei'ifions , but I v'lll lemind Ihcniy 
that lliGV aic now ^entlUJng llioii whole jnlejcil nt once, ami hope 
lhcv\Mll iccolleft, bcfoic it ib too late, that those who believe tlicm 
to intend (he liappine-s of then countiy, will nevei be confiimcd in 
then opinion by open ciuclty and notonou'? oppies'^ion , and that 
those who havconlv then own mtciest in view, will bo afiaid of 
adhering to those leaden, howevei old and piaeti^cd in e\pcdientc, 
however strengthened by coiiujitioii, or elated with power, v ho 
have no icasoii to hope for success fiom c’thci their viitue oi 
abilities 

Ml Bathuust lie vt spohe, to tins effect — Sii, the clause now 
undei our consideiation is so inconsideiately diawn up, that it is 
impossible to read it in the most cuisory inannei, without discover- 
ing the necessit}- of nunieious amendments no malicious subtilties 
oi aitful deductions aie icquiied m lai'^mg objections to this pait 
ot the bill, they ciowd upon us without being sought, and, instead 
of eveicising our sagacitj, weaiy oui attention 

The first eiioi, oi latliei one pait ot a geneial and coinphcatcd 
error, is the computation of time not by days but by halcndar 
months, which, as thev aie not equal one to anolhei, maj embar- 
inss the account between the sadois and tho'c that einplov them 
In all contracts ol i <^1101 1 duiation, the tune is to be leckoncd by 
weeks and day"=, by ccitain and icgulai peiiods, wnicli has been “-o 
conctantlv the pi act ice of the seaiaiing men, that pcrh.qis many of 
them do rot know the meaning of a kalendai month this indeed 
IS a neglect of no gieal impoi tance, Iiccause no man can be deprived 
by it of moie than the wages due loi the laboui of a few clajs , but 
the othei part of this clause is moie sciiously to be consitleied, as it 
tlneatens the sailois v”itli gieatej mjuues foi it is to he enacted, 
that all contiacts made foi moie wages than aic hcie dlawcd shall 
be totally void 

It cannot be denied to be»^ossible, and m my opinion it is vciy 
likely, that many contracts vi'ill be made without the knowledge of 
this law, and coasequently without any design of vioLitiug it , but 
ignormce, inevitable ignoiance, though it is a valid eveuse foi 
eveiy other man, is no plea foi the unhappy sailoi , he must suffei, 
though iimocent, the penalty of a ciime , must undergo dangei , 
haidshipsj and lahoiu, without a lecompense, and at the end of a 
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If, thciefoie, it is ncccssaw 1o rnrouiagc sailors, it 5s nccc'-sary 
to lejcct all measures that may tciiify or dr-gust them , and as Ihcir 
numbcis must depend upon our tiadc, let iioLcmbarnissthc mei- 
chants with any othei difTiciiltics than those which are mscpanblc 
fiom war, and which leiy little caic has been hitherto taken to al- 
leviate. 

Ml. Hay leplied — Sii, the objections which have been urged 
with so much aidour, and displayed with such power of eloquence, 
aie not, in my opinion, foimidable enough to discourage us from 
prosecuting oui mcasuics, some of them may Ik, perhaps rcadil/ 
answered, and the rest easily lemovcd 
The computation of time, as if now slands, h allowed not to pro- 
duce any formidable evil, and therefore did not iccjuiteso ihctoiical 
a censure • the inconvcnicncy of kalcndar months may t'jesily be ic- 
moved by a little candotu m the contmcting paitics, oi that the ob- 
jection may not be icpcated to theinlcriuptionofthc debate, weeks 
01 days may be substituted, and the usual leckomng of the sailors 
be still continued 

That some contracts may be annulled, and incom enicnccs or de- 
lays of payment arise, is too evident to be questioned, but in that 
case the sailoi may have his remedy provided, and be enabled to ob- 
tain, by an easy pioccss, what he shall be judged to have desened, 
lor it must be allowed reasonable, that evciy man who labours in 
honest and useful employments, should receive the reward of hvs di- 
ligence and fidelity 

Thus, Sir, may the clause, howevei loudly censured and violently 
opposed, be made useful and equitable, and the publick service ad- 
vanced without injury to individuals 

Sir Robert Walpole next lose, and spoke as follows — Sir, 
every law which extends its influence to gieat numbers m various 
relations and ciicumstances, must pioduce some consequences that 
were nevei foreseen or intended, and is to be censured or applauded 
as the general advantages or inconveniences aie found to piepon- 
derate Of this kind is the law befoie us, a law enforced by the ne- 
cessity of our affaus, and drawn up with no other intention than to 
aecuie the pubhek happiness, and produce that success which evei’y 
man’s mteiest must prompt him to desne 

If in the execution of this law, Sii, some mcomemences should 
ari«'«, they ara to be remedied v fast as they aie discoveied, oi if not 
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la<ol\ mnde lm\<i not loft iTuinv iiuno cnloi^ in (he "on lot of tlic 
iiiei tliant" <!>m mu be (mpltutd in the coistinii tiA'l's tUo o v.lifi 
to icinolc! putij niu5t -IhU Up (hen bode '»,ul uait till 
the c-cpintion of thn act, lot an opi>oili»mtj of itncuin','' thdt 
comnioiec 

To Kgulalc the wa^o? foroncioi yo, and lolc.uo nnothci nitli- 
ont Imut.'tiuu in time of ^caicdj ot seamen, i« ah olutcK to pudnhit 
that trade winch n so lestianiod, and u donbtlcsd a more cirectual 
einbaigo than has been \ot nnented 

Let any man hut •^nppo-o that the luul India compinj were obliged 
to gut' only half the u igos that othei tiadon allow, and oontid- 1 
how' tint put ol our eoinmercc (cmld he cuned on, would not 
then gooth ml in then waiehnu--e=;, and th u ‘^Inps lie foi our in 
the haiboin ^ Would rot the ‘•ulon lefine to contnict with them ' 
01 deceit them iftei acontiact, upon the lii-t pro-ipcct of inoic ad- 
lantaceoin cinploMi'cnt ’ 

T3ul it 13 not ictpiifcitc to multiply aigumcnfs m a question nrlrch 
may not only be deeukd without long iwuumation, but in which 
we may deteimmtoiu conclu-ions In theevjieiienceofouranecstois 
Seal cely any light oi wiong measuies .ire without a pi cccdont, and 
amongst otht'isthi=e\pe(htnt lias becntiicd by the wndom of former 
times, a law w.u. oneo made foi limiting the vages of tavlois, and 
that it IS totally nielTeetual wc arc all com meed Eaiieiiencc is a 
\eij safe guide in political cnquuics, and often disCONCi-s whet the 
most enlightened leason l.ided to loicsce 

Let us theicfoie impiovc tlic eriois of oui ancestois to oui own 
ad\aut.ige, and w'hdst we neglect to imitate then iiitucs, let us 
at least foibeai to lepeat then follies 

Ml Pi Kita spoke to this puiposc — Sn, theic is one objection 
moie winch in\ acquamt.mcc with foieign trnlc nnpicsses too 
stiongl, ujion my mind to suflei me lo conceal it 

It IS well known that the condition of a seam in siiiilects him to 
the necessity ot speading a gieat paic of his life at a distance finm 
Ins n.\tue country, in places whcie he can neithci heai of oui designs 
1101 be mstiucted m oui laws, and theiefoie it is eiident that no law 
ought to aPcct him before a ceitam peiiod of time in winch he m.iy 
reasonably be supposed to ha\ e been infoi med of it For e\ ei v man 
ought to have it in his power to ai oid punrshment, and to sufier only 
for negligence or obstinacy 
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winch, in days of ease, security, and prosper i(j, it nould be the 
highest dcgiee of nenkness to pioposc, but of nliich I cannot ^cc 
the absurdity in limes of dangcrand disircss Such lau arc the me- 
dicines of a state, useless and nauseous in health, but picfcrablc to 
a lingeimg disease, oi to a misciablc death 

Even those measures, Sii, which base been mentioned as mo^t 
grossly absiiid, and repiesented as parallel to the provision m tele in 
this clause only to cvposc it to contempt and iidicule, maj m pai- 
ticulai circumstances be i-ational and just To settle the pure of 
coin m the time of a famine, may bccomr tlie wisest state, and 
multitudes might m lime of publ.ck niu^rrj. In the In nrfit of tempo- 
rary laws, be presened fiom dcstiuclion E\cn tho^c mists, to 
which, with a pio'-peious gale, the ‘^hip owci its vrefulnc s and its 
speed, are often cut down by the sulois in the iuiy of a otmm 
With icgaid to the ship^ which aic now in distant jilacc^, wbitlier 
no knowledge of this law can jio-sibly be tonicjed, it cannot be d( - 
nied that then cicw's ought to be seemed from mjun bv some p it ti- 
cular cvccption, for though it is evident m com])clitions between 
publick and prnate mtcicst, winch ought to be picfeiicd, jet we 
ought to 1 einembcr that no unncccssaiy injury is to be done to indn i- 
duals, even wliile we aic piovidmg for the safety of the nation 
Ml Fazakfrlv spoke to this cflbct — Sii, though I cannot be 
supposed to have much acquaintance with naiul affairs, and there- 
fore may not peihaps discoier the full force of the aigumcnts that 
have been urged m faiour of the clause now’ under consideration, 
yet I cannot but think myself under an indispensable obligation to 
evamme it as far as I am able, and to make use of the knowledge 
which I have acquired, howeier mfenor to that of othcis 
The argument. Sir, the only real aigument, which has been pro- 
duced m favoui of tlie restraint of wages now proposed, appears to 
me by no means conclusive , noi can I belieic that the meanest and 
most Ignorant seamen would, if it w'eie proposed to him, hesitate a 
moment for an answ’er to it Liet me suppose, Sn, a mei chant urg- 
ing it as a chaige against a seaman, that he laises Ins demand of w ages 
in time of wai, would not the sailor leadily leplj, that haidei labour 
required larger pay ^ Would he not ask, why the general practice of 
mankind is charged as a ciime upon him only > Enquire, says he, of 
the workmen m the docks, haie they not double wages foi double 
labour ? and is not their lot safe and easy m compaiison with nunc. 
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quancc ' A sccomlenib ii^ooii comtuf ic( , and p'.rli'ip- nfotil ^loj) (<> 
all nuhl.ny piCjiaKitioiib K il icaMmablc ib it am 5n in ‘■bnuld i dc 
Inslaboui acroulino tolhcii'iim diati nccc^Mlic- oftlin r Ih'trmploy 
him’ 01 that be sboiild lai'C his own loilune b) Hit pabbrl ( d i- 
iriibcs’ If this has hithcilo bofii a pi ‘CtitCj it n a jii a h. continy 
to the gcncial h ipjmicss of society, and ought to jin vail ia> lu,if c r. 

If the sailoi, bn, i'? tvpo-td to gioatei dangti' in tnnr of m, is 
not the meich nit’s tiade lainnl on likewise at gaatei In/ n.i ’ Is 
not the licight crpially witli the sailois threUentd at once b} the 
ocean and the cncinv^ And is not the owiui's foitunc iqiidlj 
hnp.aied i.hclhoi the ship n dashed upon a locl , oi •-Lj/td bj a 
pmatcti ^ 

llie niciv.liant, tlicicio'o, lies much ri'’ on for pi}nig Ic 
wages in tune of \. ii , ns llic ^ailoi foi d imnding la'iu, and nothing 
remains but tint the Icgi'-liluc po.\ci dciiiaunt a nialuuu be- 
tween Iben ddkient in. nests, with ju-tiee, if poisible, ut le ut 
witli impaitiabtj 

Ml Hoa\cr VV\LioLr, who had stood np cescril tunes, but 
was piesentcd bj othci incmbeis, spoke nevt, to this puipoit — bir, 
I was unw’illnig to inteirupt the couisc of tin- debitc wlnlc it twes 
earned on with calinntss and dcccm^, in men who do not su(k,r 
the ardoui of ojijiosition to cloud then liaison, oi tian?pnt them to 
such expies^ionb as the dignitv ol thi- as:einidj docs not admit I 
liaae hitheito defened to ans\.ci the gentleman who declamicd 
against the bill withsueh fluenej of ihetoiick,and such achcmence 
of gesture, w'ho cliaigcd the ad\ocalc3 foi the cvpedients now pro- 
posed, wath having no i egard to anj mtei cst but then ow n, and w ith 
making la as only to eonsumc papci, and tlucatencd them With the 
defection of tlieir adheients, and the loss of then influence, upon this 
new discoveiy of their folly and their ignoiance 

Noi, Sir, do I now answci him foi anj othei pm pose than to re- 
mind him how little the clamoui s of rage and petulancy of imeclues 
centiibulc to the puijKiscs for wliuh this a^semblj is called to- 
gethci , how' little the ch'-cmei) of tnith is pioniotcd, and the se- 
em ity of the nation established by pompous diction and tlicatiieal 
emotions 

Foi midable sounds, and fuiious declamations, confident assertions, 
and lofty peiiods, may affect the young and une\penenccd, and pei- 
liaps the gentleman maj' ha\ e contracted lus habits of orator)' b}’ con- 
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acting a theatrical pait — A theatneal pail maj rifhcr imply some 
^cculiai itics ofgestuic, ox a dissimulabon of my i cal sentiments, and 
an adoption of the opinions and language of another man 

In the first sense. Sir, the charge is too trifiing to be confuted, and 
desencs only to be mentioned, that it may be despised I am at 
liberty, like cvciy othci man, to u-sc mj own language, and though 
I may peihajis ha\e some ambition to please this gentleman, 1 shall 
not lay mjself under any lestiainl, noi 'crj' solicitously eop) his 
diction, 01 his mien, how c\cr matured hy age, or modelled hj c\- 
pciience 

If any man shall, by chaiging me with theatneal h'’ha\ loiir, imply 
that I utlei any sentiments but my own, I shall tieat bun as a ca- 
lumniatoi and a Aillain, nor shall an} piolcction shcltci him from 
the ticatmcnt which he deseucs I shall, on such an occasion, 
■without scniplc, liaiTiplc upon all those foims, with which s'calth 
and dignity intrench thcinsehcs, nor shall any thing but age iCiLram 
iny lescntmcnt, age, which alwajs bnngs one privilege, that of 
being insolent and supcicilious without punishment 

But with legal d, Su, to those whom I have ofiended, I am of ojii- 
iiion, that if I had acted a bon ow cd part, I should hav e av oidcd their 
censuie , the heat that ofiended them is the ai dour of conv iciion, and 
that zeal for the sei vice of ray country, winch neither hope nor fear 
shall mfiuence me to suppi ess. I w ill not sit unconcerned w Inic my 
liberty is invaded, nor look in silence upon pubhek lobbei} — I will 
e\ert my endeavours at whatever hazaid, to repel the aggiessoi, and 
drag the thief to justice, whoever may protect them m then villainv, 
and whoever may partake of their plundei — And if the honourable 
gentleman 

Here Mr Winnington called to order, and Mr Pitt sitting 
down, he spoke thus — It is necessary. Sir, that the oidci of this 
assembly be obsei v ed, and the debate resumed without pci sonal alter- 
cations Such c\prcssions as have been vented on this occasion be- 
come not an assembly entiusted with the liberty and welfare of tlicir 
counti y To inleirupt the debate on a subject so important as that 
befoie us, is, m some measure, to obstinict the publick happiness, 
and' violate oui tiust but much moie heinous is the cume of ex- 
posing oui detei mi nations to contempt, and inciting the people to 
Suspicion 01 mutiny, by inderent reilections, or unjust insinuations 

I do not, Sii, undeilakc to decide the contioveisv between the two 
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dccisioDS can only t'^nd lo jntioducc iipjou, i!i‘-(otd, and (on- 
fusion 

Ml IlrMiv PrrtiAM n('\t rose up, and epolw'* lo (hi*- riPt t — !'ir, 
^\hcn, in (lic.iidoui of couIiommsj upon intdi-tni'; tiiu-fion-, the 
zeal ot the disputants hinders them lioin a nice ob ( nation o! dt - 
cency and lef^ulaiity, tlieic is some inonli^ence due lo the eonnnon 
weakness ()1 om natuic, noi ought tin\ ixentlcnnn to ailn to a ne» 
ghgent c\pic6sion a inoic ofifensne stii'-e than is nect^.- uiU inijihcd 
by it 

To seal eh deep, Sit, foi cahnnnies and icpioarhes n no laud iblc 
nor beneficial cuiiositv, it must aIna^5 he tioubh -nine to oun-cbes 
by alaiming us with nnaginan in)mics, and ma\ olkn iiciinjU't to 
othcis by chaiging (hem willi imeetncs vim h thc\ lucc'i inlcnded 
General candoin and inulual tcncbineiS will hc-t pic-iive om own 
quiet, and suppoit that dignitj which has alvais iiccn ac nninlcd 
essential to national debates, and seldom infi ingc d v, ilium ' daiigoi oiis 
consccjucnccs 

Ml Lyttcfton «po]xC as follows — Sii, no nnn cm lie inoic 
zcaloiv? foi dccencv than nvsili, oi inoie comma d ol the nccc-sily 
of a methodical pi osccut ion ot thcqucstion bctoic us I am we II cm. » 
\anced how neai indv'ccna and laclion aic to one niiotm i, and l.ow 
ineiitably confu«ion produces ohscuiifi , hut J hope it will .dw n'j he 
remcmbcicd, tliat he i.ho loct intiinges det^iici, oi dmntcs liom 
method, is to answei foi all the consequences tint mu aiisetiom 
the neglect of scnatojial customs tin it js no! to be evjiccted tint 
any man wall beai leproachcs without lepl)', oi tint he who wanden 
fiom the question will not be followed in his digicssions and hunted 
through Ins labyiintlis 

It cannot, Sir, be denied, that some insinuations wcic ultcied m- 
juiious to those whose zeal mav sometimes happen to piompt them 
to warm declarations, oi incite them (o passionate emot ions IVlie* 
tiler I am ofimpoitance enough to be included in tlir censuie, I 
despise it too much to cnquii e oi considei, biitcuinol foiheai toob- 
seive, that zeal foi the light can ncvci become lepioacliful, and that 
^no man can fall into contempt but those who dcscnc it 


The clause was amended, and agiccd to. 
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6 cft-scn iccj and cnliiely pi event the bcltei and speedier manni ng 
his hlajesty’s fleet, by gning the seamen of Great Britain, and 
of all othci his INIajesty's donumons, a distaste of sen mg on 
boaid the lojal navy. 

** That 5'oui petitioncis concenc nothing can be of *0 bad conse- 
quence to the nclfatc and defence of this n ition, as the treating 
so useful and \alnablc a body of men, nbo arc its natural 
sticngth and sccuiity, like cinnmals of the bigbest nalme, and 
so difleientlj fiom all othci bis Majesty’s subjects, and at the 
same time are persuaded, tb.it the onlj clfeeiual and speedy 
method of piocuiiiig for the ceuicc of bis Majesty’s fleet, a 
propoitionablc numhci of the sailom in this kingdom, is to 
dialinguisb that body of men h\ bounties and encoumgements, 
both present and futuie, and by ibolrhmg all mctliod* of se- 
\cuty and ill-usage, patliculaily lh< t piaelicc whereby they are 
dcpiued, after long and Inzaidoiis voyages, of enjoying for a 
sboit space of time the comfoifs of tbcu fimibcs, and equal 
liberty with otbci tbeir fellovv-subjccts m tbcu native countiy 
“ That youi petitioners believe it will not be difficult to have such 
methods pointed out as will tend to supply the present necessi- 
ties, and at the same tunc effectually promote the cncicase of 
seamen, when this honourable House shall think fit to cn- 
quuc into a mattei of such high impoitancc to the naval 
povvei, tiade, and iiches, ot this kingdom 
" That youi petitioneis aie convinced this bill will not only be in- 
effectual to ansvvoi tlicendspioposed by it, but will be destruc- 
tive of the libeities of all his hlajcsty’s subjects, as it empoweis 
any parish- ollicei, accompanied vv ith an unlimited number of 
persons, at any bom, by day oi by night, to foice open the 
dwelling-houses, waiehouscs, or other places, piovided tor the 
1 security and defence ot then lives and foi tunes, contmiy to the 
undoubted libeities of the people of GieatBiitain, and the laws 
of this land ' 

“ In consideiation theiefore of the premises, and of the particular 
prejudices, haidships, and dangeis, which must mevitably at- 
tend your petitioneis, and allothei-s the mei chants and tradeis 
ot this kingdom, should this bill pass into a law, your petitioneis 
most humbly pi ay this lionouiable House, that they may be 
- heard by thcar counsel against the said clauses in tlic said bill ” 
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cndca\ouiCLl (o alTi'- to mcrv pn jofl the mn$l innocent scn«c, but 
cannot foibcai to ilcclaic it my opinion, ibal if I's fat (Infant fiom 
the st)le of submission and icqucsf inslcad of pcfsu.ulinf^, tliej at- 
tempt to intimidate us, and menace us uith no les^ than bloodshed 
and lebelhon Thej make thcmsclics (he judges of oui piocccding-, 
and appeal fiom oui dctciminations (o then onn opinion, and de- 
ckuc that they uill obey no longer linn they appiose 

If such petitions as these, Sn, aic admitted, if the Icgi^htuic 
shall submit to icccnc laus, and subject-, icsuinc at pleasure the 
power with which the goscinmcnt is \cstcd, what is tin-, a-scmbly 
but a comcntion of empt) jilnntoms, v hose dc'tcnnmations arc no- 
thing moie than a mockciy of state ' 

Eicty insult upon this House is a Molation of oui coiwtitution, 
and the constitution, like cvciv othci fabiick. In being often bat- 
teied must fall at last It i-, indeed alicadj dcstiosrd, if thcic be 
in the nation any bod} of men who ‘-hall with impiinit) lefibc to 
comply with the Ians, jile.id (he gicat rhaitci of hbeity igatnsL 
those poweis that made it, and li\ the limits of then oUn obe- 
dience 

I cannot, Sn, pass oicr in silence the mention of (he King, whose 
title to the tin one, and the ic,isons foi which he wae evaltcd to it, 
aie set loitli with uncommon art and sjiint of diction, but sjmit, 
which, in my opinion, appeals not iiu=ed by /cal, but by sedition, 
and winch theiefoic it is oui piovmcc to rcpicss 

That his Majesty icigns foi the picscr\ation of libcrt\, will be 
leadily confessed, but how' shall we be able to presciie it, if his 
laws arc not obejed’ 

Let us therefoie in legaid to the dignilv of the assembh, to the 
efficacy of our deteiminations, and the sccuiity of our constitution, 
discouiage all those who shall addicss us foi the future, on this or 
any othei occasion, from speaking in the style of go^ ei noi s and dic- 
tators, by lefusing that this petition should he laid on the table 
The question was put, and it was agieed bj the w'hole House that 
it should not lie on the table 

Mr Henry Pelham loseaip again, and spoke thus — Sir, I can- 
not but congiatulate the House upon the unanimit} w ith which this 
petition, a petition of which I speak in the sofiest language when 
I call it irreicient and disiespectful, has been lefused the icgaid 
commonly paid to the remonstiances of oui constituents, whose 
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They then proceeded to the amendments, and when the clause 
for limiting the wages ol seamen was icad, Sii John BAaNAiiD 
rose up^ and spoke to this effect 

Sii, we aie now to consider the clause to wdnch the petition re- 
lates, which I haie now piesentcd, a petition on a subject of so ge- 
neral impoitance, and offeied by men so well acquainted with cieiy 
argument that can be offeicd, and evciy objection wdiich can be 
raised, that their lequest of being heaid by then counsel cannot be 
denied, without exposing us to the censuie of adhering obstinately 
to our ow'ii opinions, of shutting our eais against information, of 
piefeirmg expedition to secunt)', and disicgaiding thewclfaieof 
our countiy 

It will not be necessaiy to defer oiu dcteiTni nations on this clause 
for moie than thiec days, though wc should gratify this just and 
common request And wall not this loss be amply compensated by 
the satisfaction of the people, for wdiose safety i\c are debating, and 
by the consciousness that wc liaic neglected nothing which might 
contubute to the efficacy of oui mcasuics^ 

The mei chants. Sir, do not come bcloic us with loud remon- 
stiances and harassing complaints, they do not apply to om pas- 
sions but oui understandings, and offer such informations as will 
xery much facilitate the pubhek sen ice It has been fiequent in 
the couise of this debate to heai loud demands for better expedients 
and more efficacious than those which haic been proposed, and is 
it to be conceived that those who called thus eagerly foi new pi o- 
posals intended not to inform themselves but to silence then op- 
ponents ’ 

Fiom whom. Sir, are the best methods foi the prosecution of 
naval affairs to be expected but fiom those whose hies are spent in 
the study of commeice, whose fortunes depend upon the knowledge 
of the sea, and who will most piobably exeit then abilities m con- 
tilling expedients to promote the success of^he wai, than they 
whom the miscaiiiage of our fleets must iiicpaiably luin ’ 

The merchants, Sii, aie enabled by their profession to infoim us, 
are deterred by then interest from deceiving us , they have, like all 
otliei subjects, a right to be heard on any question, and a bettei 
right than any othei when their mteiest is moie immediately af- 
fected, and therefoie to lefuse to hear them will be at once irapo- 
Iitick and ciuel , it will discover at the “^ame time a contempt of the 
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Su Robeit Walpole laid down the papei j Mi Pllham lose, and 
said — Sir, I am so fai fiom thinking the uiles of the ITouse assci t- 
ed, that, in my opinion, the light of the membeis is mfungcd, by 
this peremptory demand Is it not in the highest degree requisite, 
that he who is about to reason upon the petition, should acquaint 
himself with the subject on which he is to speak ^ 

What inconveniences can ensue from such liberties as this, I am 
not able to discover, and as all the oiJeis of the House are doubt- 
less made for moiecasj and expeditious dispatch, if an oidei be con- 
tiaiy to this end, it ought to be abiogatcd foi the leasons foi which 
others are obseived 

The confidence with which this petiiion ivas presented, will not 
suffer us to imagine that the person who ofieied it feais that it can 
suffer by a close examination, and, I suppose, though he has spoken 
so warmly in favoui of it without perusing, he does not expect that 
others should wnth equal confidence admit — 

Su John Barnard observing that Sii Robert Walpole leaned 
forward towaids the table, to read the petition as it lay, lose, and 

said Sii, I rise once moie to demand the observation of the oi- 

•* 

ders of the House, and to hindei the light honourable gentleman 
from doing by stratagem what he did more openly and honestly 
before 

It was to little pm pose that he laid down the petition, if he placed 
it within reach of his inspection Foi I was onl}' desiious, Su, to 
hinder him from leading, and was far from suspecting that he 
would take it aw'ay I insist, that hencefonvaid, he obey the lules 
of this assembl)^ with hiS eyes as w'ell as with his hands, and take 
no advantage of his seat, which may enable him to peiplex the 
question in debate 

Then the President spoke thus — Sii, it is undoubtedly lequued 
by the oideis of the House, that the petiuons should he upon the 
table, and that any meinbei , who is desirous of any farthei satisfac- 
tion, should more, that they be lead by the clerk, that every mem- 
ber may have the same oppoitunity of understanding and consider- 
ing them, and that no one may be excluded fiom information by 
the curiosity or delays of anothei But the importance of this af- 
faii seems not to be so very great as to require a iigoious obseiw- 
ance of the rules , and it W'ere to be wished, foi the case and expe- 
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wlnch'lins now been icacl, a petition, Sii", \oiy nn'.bilfull} diawn, 
if it was intended against the clause undci our consider ilion, foi it 
has not a single pciiod or evpicssion that does not equally rcgaul 
all the other clauses 

If any particulai objection is made, oi any single gneianccmoie 
distinctly pointed at, it is the pi act ice of iinpicsses, a haidslnp 
I own pccuhai to the sailors , but it must be obscn'cd that it is a 
piactice established by immcmonal custom, and a tiam of picccd- 
ents not to be numbeied, and it is well known that the common 
law of this nation, is nothing moic than custom, of wdncli the be- 
ginning cannot be traced 

Impresses, Sir, haic in all ages been issued out by inluc of the 
impeiial pieiogatnc, and hai'cin all ages been obejed, and it this 
e\eition of the authoiity had been considcicd as a method of sc\c- 
lity not compensated by the benefits which it pioduccs, we cannot 
imagine but former senates, amidst all then aidoui fin hbcitj, all 
their tenderness foi the people, and all their aliboncncc of the 
power ot the Cl own, would haie obiiated it by some law*, at those 
times when nothing could haie been rctused them 

The proper time for new schemes and long deliberations, for 
amending our constitution, and icraoving im etciatc gi leiances, aie 
the days of piospenty and safety, when no immediate danger pi esses 
upon us, noi any pubhek calamity appeals to tin eaten us, but 
when wai is declared, when we aic engaged in open hostilities 
against one nation, and expect to be speedily attacked by anothei, 
we are not to tiy expeiiments, but apply to dangeious exils those 
remedies, which, though disagreeable, w e know' to be efficacious 

And though. Sir, the petitioners have been more particulai, I 
cannot discover the reasonableness of lieaimg them by then coun- 
sel, for to what purpose are the lawyeis to be intioduced> Not to 
instruct us by their learning, foi their emplojment is to undeistand 
the laws that have been already made, and suppoi t the practices 
which they find established But the question before us i elates not 
to the past but the future, not aie we now to examine what lias 
been done in former ages, but what it will become us to establish 
on the piesent occasion , a subject of enquny on w'hich this House 
can expect veiy little information from the piofessois of the law 

Peihaps the petitioners expect fiom their counsel, that they 
should display the fecundity of then imagination, and the elegance 



5S0 


DEBATE ON 


Mar. 13, 


by whtcb sailors aie at present levied foi the loyal navj /foi how 
shonld lawyers be more qualified than othei men, to explain the 
particulai advantages of such expedients, or to answer any objec- 
tions which may happen to rise ’ 

It is well known that it is not easy foi the most happy speaker to ' 
impress his notions with the stiength with which he conceives them, 
and yet haider is the task of tiansmitting impaited knowledge, of 
conveying to others those sentiments which we have not stiiick out 
by oui own leflection, noi collected from our oivn expel lence, but 
received merely fi om the dictates of another 

Yet such must be the infoimation that lawvers can gi\e us, who 
can only relate what they have implicitly leceiied, and weaken the 
arguments which they have heaid, by an impeifect lecital 

Noi do I only oppose the admission of lawyers to our bar, but 
think the right of the merchants themselves in the present case 
veiy questionable, for though in general it muat be allowed, that 
evei y petitioner has a claim to oui attention, }et it is to be enquired 
W'hether it is hkely that the pubhek happiness is his chief concern, 
and whether his private inteiest is not too much affected to suffer 
him to give impaitial evidence, or honest information Scaicely any 
law can be made by which some man is not eitliei impov'erished, or 
hindeied fiom gi owing ii<h, and we aie not to listen to complaints, 
of which the foundation is so easily discoveied, or imagine a law 
less useful, because those who suffei some immediate inconvenience 
fiom it, do not approve it 

The question befoie us is lequiicd by the piesent exigence of our 
affairs to be speedily decided, and though the merchants have with 
great tenderness, compassion, and modesty, condescended to offer 
TO their advice, I think expedition preferable to any information 
that can reasonably be expected fiom them, and that as they will 
suffer in the first place by any misconduct of our naval affaiis, wc 
shall show' more legaid to then mtciesL by manning our fleet im- 
mediately, tnan by waiting tin ce oi foui days foi failhei mstiuc- 
tions, 

Mr Sakdxs answered, to this effect — Sir, the mei chants of Lon- 
don, whethei we consider their numbeis, then pioperty, then inte- 
gnt}^ 01 then wisdom, aie a body of too much importance to be 
thus contemptuously lejectcd, lejected when they ask nothing that 
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this House, which I have studied v'lth gicat application, T^'i'fcd by 
long experience I hope, theicfoic, it uill be no inexcusable pre- 
sumption, if, instead of a tacit submission to liis censute, 1 assert 
in my own vindication, that I have not deviated from the rst.ibhshcd 
rules of the senate, that I have spolvcn only in defence of meut in- 
sulted, and that I have condertincd only'ueh injuuous insinuations 
I did not, Sn, attempt to icpc.it e\pi cs'-ions, as ought not to he 
heaid without reply 

Then the ParsincNT said — I hcheve the gentleman cither heard 
•imperfectly, oi misundei stood these e\pi cssions, which he so w ai mly 
condemns, foi nollmig has been uttcied that could justh evcilc his 
indignation My oflice obliges me on this occn'^ion to icmaik, that 
the regard due to the dignity of the Hoii'^c ought to restrain every 
membei fiom digic=sions into pin ate satne, lor in propoition as 
we piocecd with less decency, our dctciiinnations will have less in- 
fluence 

Ml Pelham spoke next, in substance as follows — Sir, the icpu- 
tation which the honourable gentleman has acquned by his uncom- 
mon knowledge of the usages of the senate, is loo wall founded to 
be shaken, noi was any attack upon Ins chaiactcr intended, when 
he w'as interrupted in the piosecution of his design To censuic 
any indecent cxpicssion by whomsoever uttered, is doubtless con- 
sistent with the stnetest legulaiity, nor is it less piopei to obviate 
any misiepiesentation which inattention or mistake may pioduce 

I am far, Sii, fioiu thinking that the gentleman’s indignation 
was excited lalher by malice than mistake, but mistakes of this 
kind may produce consequences which cannot be too cautiously 
av oided Flow' unwillingly w'ould that gentleman pi opagatc 1 In oiigh 
the nation an opinion that the mci chants were insulted m this 
House, then inteiest neglected, and their intelligence despised, ala 
time when no aspersion w'as Ihiown upon them, nor any thing in- 
tended but tenderness and legard ’ And yet such had been the le- 
piesentation of this day’s debate, which this numeious audience 
would have conveyed to the populace, had not the mistake been im- 
mediately rectified, and the lumoui ciushcd m the biitli 

Nothing, Sn, can be moic injuiious to the character of this as- 
sembly, by which the people aie represented, than to' accuse tliem 
of treating 'any class of men with insolence and contempt, and too 
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purpose tliaf the gical council of the nation has so long 
cliously laboui ed 

Those who aie chosen hj the people to icpicsent then’^ 
doubtedly^ Sii^ some claim as indn iduals to their confidcP'^'^ 
spect, foi to imagine that thej liaie committed the gr‘^^ charge 
of senatoiial emplojmcntSj that thej have trusted then pbci tics and 
then happiness, to those whose inlcgiity they suspect, 
derstandings they despise, is to imagine them much stupid 

than they liaie been icpresentcd by those who are censuf^*^ ^ then 
enemies 

But fai difieient is the icgaid due to the dcterminatiP'^® formed 
by the collective wisdom of the senate , a icgaid whic^' ought to 
boidei upon icveience, and winch is scaicely consisted^ with the 
least miuniur ol dissatisfaction 

If we arc to hcai the piescnt petitioners, is it not piP^^^We that 
befoic we h?v e dispatched them, wc shall be solicited by 
will then plead the same light, suppoited by a newpiccr^^'^^^^ ' 

IS it not possible that by one inteiruplion upon anothei ; mca- 
suies may be delaved, till they shall be ineffectual 

It seems to me to be of much moie impoitance to 
merchants than to heai them, and I shall theicfoie thid^ 

<iessions at tins time expedient, which may obstiuct tlie of 

our endeavours, the equipment of the fleet 

Ml PuLTENcy then spohe, as follows Sn, iiotvv 
ihe ait and eloquence v ith which this giant of the mcicf^^'^^® peti- 
tion has been opposed, I am not yet able to discovei thaf thing 
is ashed umeasonahle, unpieccdented, oi mconv cnicnt, ^“d I am 
confident, that no leal objection can have been oveiloo'^^^ 
gentlemen who have spohen against it 

I have spent, Sn, thntj-h\e yeais of my life in the sCiiate, and 
Lnow that infoimation -iias aiwavs upon impoitant que^^^oos been 
wfllinglv deceived, and it cannot suiely be 'doubted thd^ peti- 

tioneis aie best able to infoim us of naval business, an^ jodge 
what will be the light method of leconcihng the sailors pub- 
hek service, and of supiilying oui fleets without °tu 

trade 

I 

Then abdities and impoitancc have been hitheito s° generally 
•acknowledged, tliat no senate has yet refiised to attend tP op^' 
juon, and suiely we ought not to be ambihous of bemg 
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men, piefei then immediate to then gi eater advantage^ and may be 
impatient of a painful lemedj, though necessaiy to pieient a moie 
gneious evil But let us not censure them by suspicion, and pu- 
msh them for a crime which it is only possible they may commit j 
let us. Sir, at legist have all the ceitainty that can be obtained, and 
allow them an audience , let us neithei be so positive as not to le- 
ceive information, nor so rigoious as not to listen to entieaties 
If the mei chants have nothing to offer, nothing but complaints, 
and can piopose no bettei measuies than those which they lament, 
if their aiguments should be found to regard only then present in- 
terest, and to be foimed upon naiiow views and piivate purposes, 
it will be easy to detect the impostuie, and i eject it with the indig- 
nation it shall deserve, nor will our pioceedings be then censuied 
by the nation, winch lequiies not that the merchants should be im- 
plicitly believed, though it expects that they should be heard Let 
us at least have a conventiorij though we should not be able to con- 
clude a tieaty 

I hnow not, vSii, why we have not taben caie to obviate all these 
difficulties, and to lemove the necessity of petitions, debates, 
seal dies, and irapi esses, by the plain and easy method of a volun- 
tary legistei , by retaining such a number of seamen as may proba- 
blv be icquisite upon sudden emeigencies Would not the nation 
with moie cheai fulness contiibute half-pay to those who aie daily 
labouiing for the publick good, than to the cateipillais of the land 
service, that grow old in laziness, and aie d’sabled only by vice? 

Let ten thousand men receive daily a small salaiy, upon condition 
tlirt they shall be ready, wlienever called upon, to engage m the 
seiviceof the crown, and the difficulty of our naval jnepaialions 
will be at an end 

That it IS necessary 1o exeit ouiselves on this occasion, and to 
strike out some measuies for sccuiing the dominion of the ocean, 
cannot be denied by any one who consideis that we have now no 
other pretensions to maintain , that all oui influence on the conti-/ 
nent, at whatevei exjience gained and supported, is now in a man-^ 
ncT lost, and only the icjmtation of oui naval sticngth lemains to 
piescne us fiom being trampled on and insulted by every powei, and 
from finding Spaniards in every climate. 

Sir Wild VM Yonge spoke m substance as follows —Sir, the vi- 
olence and seventy of inijiiesics, so often and so pathetically com- 
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gentleman has aEcacly spoken, and cannot tlieicfoicbe lieaid again 
ivithout such a transgression of om ordcis as must inevitably pro- 
duce confusion 

Sir John Barnard spoke thus — Sir, I know not for uhat rea- 
son the honourable gentleman apprehends any ^ lolation of the or- 
der of the House, for as I have not yet spoken upon the present 
question, I have an undoubted right to be hcaid, a right which that 
gentleman cannot take away 

Su William Yonge nevt spoke to this cirect Sir, I know not 
by what seciet distinction the gentleman supports in his ovv’n mind 
this declaiation, which, to the whole House, must apjiear very dif- 
ficult to be defended , foi we must, before w e can admit it, allow 
oui memoiies to have forsaken us, and our eyes and cam to have 
been deceived 

Did he not, as soon as the clause befoic us was read, use and as- 
sert the chaiacters of the petitioneis, and their light to the atten- 
tion of the House’ Did he not dwell upon their impoitancc, tlieir 
abilities, and then integrity, and cnioice, with Ins usual eloquence, 
every motive to the reception of the petition ’ How then can he 
assert that he has not spoken in the present debate, and how can 
he expect to be heaid a second time, since, howevei his eloquence 
may please, and his aiguments convince, that pleasuie and convic- 
tion cannot now be obtained, without infimging the standing 
orders of the House ’ 

Then the President lose, and spoke to this purport — It is 
not without uneasiness that I see the time of the House and of the 
publick wasted in fruitless cavils and unnecessaiy controveisics 
Every gentleman ought now to consider that we aie'consultmgupon 
no trivial question, and that expedition is not less necessary than ac- 
curacy It cannot be denied, Sn, [to Sii John Barnaid,] that you 
have aheady spoken on this question, and that the rules of the House 
do not allow you to speak a second time 

Su Robert Walpole said — bii, 1 am far from thinlang the 
ordei of the House so sacied, as that it may not be neglected On some 
impoitaiit occasions, and if the gentleman has any thing to urge so 
momentous, that^ in his own opinion, it outweighs the regard due 
to our lules, I shall willingly consent that he shall be heard 

Sir John Bernard spoke as follows — Sir, I am fai from being 
mchned to leceive as a favour, what, in my own opinion, I may 
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sons foi ^vhlcll those that may petition foi ccrlifiratcs may be rc- 
fuscdj and theicfoie cannot giant thorn without danger of being 
deceived by fiaudulcnt accounts. 

The giievance foi winch the icincdy is proposed cannot fre- 
quently occui , for it is notpiobablc that in a time of naval prepa- 
rationsjuny man qualified foi the service should be lejcctcd, since 
the officeis gam nothing by then icfusal 

Ml Hay spoke as follows — Sii, it is vciy possible that those in- 
stances w'lucli may be pioduced of mcn^ who have been impressed 
by one offieeij aftci tliey have been itjeclcd by another, maybe 
only the consequences of the high value which cvciy man is itady 
to set on his own abilities for he that olTci-j hiin-elf, no doubt, de- 
mands the highest piemium, though he be not an able sailoi , and, 
if lejected, and afteiwaids impicssed as a novice, thinks himself it 
liberty to complain, with the most iinpoitnnatc vehemence, of 
fraud, paitiality, and oppiessiori 

The question being put, was icsolvcd in the negative, almost 
unaniniouslj 

Mr Southwell olFeicd a clause, importing, *■' Tliat all sailors 
who should take advance-money of the mci chants, should be 
obliged to peifoim their agiecments, or be liable to be taken 
up by any magistiatc oi justice of the peace, and deemed dcsci L- 
ers, except they were in lus Majesty’s ships of wai ” 

He was seconded by Lord Gage — Sii, as this clause has no 
othei tendency than to piomole the interest of the merchants, 
without obstructing the pubhek prepaiations , as it tends only to 
confiim legal contracts, and facilitate that commcice fiom whence 
the wealth and powei of this nation aiise, I hope it will readily be 
admitted, as vve may, by adding this sanction to the contiacts 
made between the ineichants and sailois, in some degree balance 
the obstructions wheievvatli w'e hav^e enibaiiassed tiade by the other 
clauses 

Adranal Wager replied — This clause is unquestionably reason- 
able, but not necessary, for it is to be found already man act made 
foi the encouiagement of the merchants, which is still in force, and 
ought, whenevei any such fravtds are committed, to be rigoiousl} 
observed 
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shall immediately, upon each receipt of every particular sum, on 
account of pay oi subsistence, give publick notice thereof to all 
persons keeping inns, or other places where officers or soldiers are 
quartered by viitne of this act also appoint them and others to 
repair to their quarters, within four days at the farthest, after the 
receipt of the same, to declare the accounts or debts (if any shall be) 
between them and the officers and soldiers quartered m their re- 
spective houses which accounts the said officer or officers aie 
hereby required immediately to discharge, befoie any part of the 
said pay oi subsistence be distributed to the offireis or soldiers - 
provided the said accounts exceed not for a commission officer of 
horse, under a captain, for one day's diet and small beeij two 
shillings , for one commission office) of dragoons, undo) a captain, 
one shilling , foi one commissiO)i officer of foot, undei a captain, 
one shilling , and for hay and straw, for one horse, sixpence , for 
one dragoon oi lighi-horseman's diet and small beei, each day 
sixpence, and hay and straw fo) Ins horse, sixpence , and also not 
to exceed foul -pence a day, foi one foot-soldier’s diet and small 
beei 

He then spoke to the following effect — Sir^ whether tbeieis 
any real difficulty in the clauses Avhich you ha\e now heaid read, 
or whethei theie aie such passages as may be easily understood by 
those who have no interest to mistake them, and which are only 
clouded by an artificial obscui ity, wdiethei they are in themseh es 
capable of diffeient meanings, or nhethei aiarice or poieity have 
pioduced unreasonable inteipietations, and found ambiguities only 
because they were detei mined not to be disappointed in then 
search^ whethei this law is disobeyed because it is misundei stood, 
oi only misundei stood by those who have lesolved to disobey it, the 
committee must determine 

It has been for many yeais undeistood that inn-holders and keep- 
ers of public-houses weie obliged by this law to supply soldiers 
quarteied upon them with diet and sniaff beei, and hay and straw 
foi then hoises, at such latcs as are mentioned in the act , noi can 
I discover that these c'auoes admit of any othei intei pretation, or 
that any othei could be intended by the senate by vvhich it was en- 
acted 

The pay of the soldiers, Sii, was yvell known to those who gave 
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granted to the justices of peace was wholly in favoui of the soldier, 
and that tiiey might lessen the pajunent at disci etion in places of 
uncommon cheapness, or years of e^traordmary plenty, but could 
not encrease it on any occasion 

Anothei dispute, Sii , of the like nature was occasioned by the 
late seal city at Wakefield, where the justices, upon the application 
of the inn-keepeis, made use of the authority whieh they supposed 
to haie been reposed in them by the act, and raised the price of 
hay and straw to eight pence, which the soldieis weie not able to 
pay, without suffering foi want of nctuals 

On this occasion hkewise I was applied to, and upon consulting 
the piesent Attoine3'-General, received the same answei as before 5 
and tiansmitting his opinion to the place fiom whence I recened 
the complaint, it had so much regaid pa»d to it, that tlie additional 
demand was thencefonvaid remitted 

The letters which those two leained lawj'ers sent to me on tins 
subject I have now in my hand , and hope their opinion will be 
thought sufficient authority for the interpietation of an act of the 
senate 

Noi IS their authority. Sir, however gieat, so stiong a proof of 
the justness of this interpretation, as the leasonableness, 01 lather 
necessity of admitting it The only aigument that can be pi oduced 
against it, is the haidship imposed by it on the inn-holdcr, nho, 
as it IS objected, must be obliged by the law, so undeistood, to fui- 
nish the soldiers with provisions for a price at which he cannot af- 
ford them 

Fut let it be considered, how much more easily the landlord can 
fui nish them at this price, than they can provide for themselves, and 
the difficulty will immediately vanish If soldiers ai e necessarj^, they 
must necessarily be supported, and it appeals, upon reflection, that 
their pay will not support them by any other method 

If they are obliged to buy then victuals, they must likewise buy 
fii e and implements to dress them , and what is still a greatei hard- 
ship, they must sell them, and buy new, at evei y change of then quar- 
tei s if this is impossible, it will be allowed not to be the meaning 
of the senate, upon whose wisdom it would be a censure too seveie 
to suppose them capable of enacting impossibilities 

But to the inn-holdei , Sir, whose utensils are always in use, and 
whose fire is always burning, the d.et of a soldier costs only the on- 
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The honourable gentleman. Sir, has mentioned places where pro- 
visions, as he sajs, are still to be bought at easy rates. For my part, 
I am fixed in no such happy corner of the kingdom, I sec nothing 
but scarcity, and heai nothing but complaints, and shall therefore be 
very far from admitting now such methods of supporting the army, 
as were thought too buithensorae in times of plenty, nor will com- 
bine in laying a new tax upon any class of my countiymen, when 
they aie sinking under an enoimous load of imposts, and in want of 
the necessanes of life 

Sii William Yongf leplied m tliemannei following — Sir, no- 
thing is more easy than outciy and exaggeiation, nor any thing less 
useful for the discovery of tiuth,'or the establishment of light 
The most necessary measures may often admit of very florid ex- 
clamations against them, and may furnish veiy fiuitful topiclcs of 
invective 

When our libeitics, Sii, are endangcied, or our country invaded, 
it may be very easy, w hen it is pioposed that we should hav e recourse 
to our swoids for secuiity, to bewail in pathetic language the mise- 
ries of wai, to desciibe the desolation of cities, the waste of lang- 
doms, the insolence of victor}', and the craelty of power inflamed by 
hostilities Yet to what will those representations contiibute, but 
to make that difficult which yet cannot be avoided, and embarrass 
measures which must however be puisued^ 

Such, Sii, appeal to me to be the objections made to the methods 
now proposed of providing necessaries for the soldiera, methods not 
eligible for their own sake, but which ought not to be loo loudly 
^condemned, till some better can be substituted foi why should the 
publick be alarmed with gioundless appiehensions ’ oi why should we 
make those laws which oui affairs oblige us to enact, less agieeable 
to the people by partial lepiesentations’ 

In the discussion of this question. Sir, is to be considered whether 
soldiers are to be suppoited, and whetliei it will be moie propel to 
maintain them by the method ol ascertaining the lates at which they 
are to be supplied, or by enci easing their pay 

One of these two ways it is necessary to take the provisions are 
aheady fixed at as high a puce as their pay will allow , if, therefoie, 
they are expected to pay moie, their wages must be enci eased 
Foi my part I shall comply with eitliei method, though I cannot 
but think it my duty to declaie that in ray opinion it is safei to fix 
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foi by cvfirlion and oppiession ilic poorer inn-1 cepers mn«t {pnrl ly 
become bankiupls, and the soldiers tlial lose tlieir qu.irtci^ must be 
added to the dividend allotted to the moic wealth}^ who b> this ad- 
ditional bill Ihen ivill soon be i educed to the ^amc state, and then our 
ai niy must subsist upon then piy, because they will no longci liavc 
it in then jiovvei to encic.isc it by plunder 

It will then be inevitably ncccssaiy to divide the aimj from the 
lest of the conimunitj', and to build b.niacks foi then icceptumj 
an expedient, which, though it may aflord jnesent case to the na- 
tion, cannot be pul m jii'actico without dangci to oui liberties 
The icason, for w'hich so manj nations have been mslavcd by 
standing aimics, is nothing moic than the (hneicnce of a soldici’s 
condition tiom that of other men. .Soldicis aic governed b} paili- 
culai laws, and subject to jiarticulai aiithontv , aiilhont}, which, in 
the mannei of its opciation, has scarcely any ic^cmhlaTicc of the civ il 
powei Thus they soon leain to think thcmbclvcs cxeinjit fiom all 
othei laws , of which, they eithei do not discover the use, and Ihere- 
foie easily consent to abolish them, oi envy the happiness of those 
who aiepiotccted by them, and so picvail upon themselves to dcsfioy 
those piivileges which have no othei effect, with icgaid to them, but 
to aggravate their own dependence 

These, Sii, aic the natuial consequences of a military subjection , 
and if these consequences aic not always speedily produced by it, 
they must be retaided by that tenderness which constant mtci- 
coiirse with the rest of the nation produces, by the exchange of ic- 
ciprocal acts of kindness, and by the ficqucnt inculcation of the 
wickedness of contributing to the propagation of slaveiy, and the 
sufeveision of the rights of nature, inculcations which cannot be 
av oided by men who live in constant fellowship with then countiy- 
mcm 

But soldieis shut up in a barrack, excluded fiom all conversation 
with such as are wisei and honoster than themselves, and taught that 
no thmg lb a vutue but implicit obedience to the commands of then 
ofii cer, will soon become foieigneis in then own coiintiy, and maich 
aga inst the defenders of then constitution, with the same alacrity 
as against an aimy ot nwadcis lavagmg the coasts, they will lose 
all ‘,pnse oi social duly and of social bapjimess, and think nothing 
illu tnous but to inslave and destioy 

So fatal, Sn, will be llie effects of an eslablisliment of banacks. 
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Aictuals IS such, that the pay is not sufficient to mainl am them j 
how then Aiust the defieiency be suppheeP It has been pioposcd 
eithei to fiv the pi ice of piovisions with i&spcct to them, oi to ad- 
vance then wages in some piopoition to the puce of jnoiisions 
Both these methods seem to meet with disapinob.ition, and jet the 
anny is to be suppoi ted 

Those who leason thus, do suicly not c\]iccL to be answcicd, or 
at least expect fiom a icply no othci satisfaction than that of ‘•cc- 
ing the time of the session wasted, and the adimnistiation bamosed 
with tinial delais , foi what can be uigcd with anj hope of success 
to him who will openly deny contiadictoiy piopositions, who will 
neilhci moic noi stand still, who will neithci disband an aimy noi 
suppoi t it ^ 

Whether ihe«e gentlemen oorccne that an aiiny ma\ snb'^ist with- 
out victuals till the tune of ‘^taicily is mci, oi whcthci the) have 
laised those foiccs only to staivc them, 1 am not sagacious enough 
to coniectuic, but shall ventuic to obscnc, that if thej have such a 
confidence in the model ation and legiilanty of the soldiers a« to 
imagine that they will staive with weapons in their hands, that 
thev wall live witliin the sight of full hiblcs, and languish with 
liungei, and peiish foi want ot necessaiies, mthei than diminisli 
the supci flint ics of others, thev ought foi cvci to cease then ouLciiea 
about the licentiousness, insolence, and dangci of a standing anny 

But, not to sink into lev ity unworthy of tins assembh , may I be 
peimitted to hint that these aits of pi oti acting oui debates, aie by 
no means consistent with the reasons for which we aic assembled, 
and that it is a much bettei pi oof, both of ability and intcgiity, to 
lemove obiections, than to laise them, and to facilitate, than to re- 
tard, the business ot the pubhek 

The proposal made at fiist was only to elucidate a law which had 
been legulailv obseivcd foi fifty yeais, and to leinovc such ambigui- 
ties as tended only to embariass the inn-lioldcis, not to rebeve 
them 

To this many objections have been made, and much declamation 
has been employed to display the haidslups of maintaining soldiers, 
but no better method has been yet discoveied, nor do I expect that 
any will he stalled, not attended with gieatei difficulties 
, In all political questions, questions too extensive to he fully com- 
piehended by speculative leason, expeiience is the guide which a 
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that are proposed is imagined to anse I am unable lo discover, hav- 
ing hitherto admitted as an inconti avertible opinion, that it is the 
chity of every member of this assembly to dehvei, Avilhout reserve, 
his sentiments upon any question which is brought befoic him, and 
to appiove or censure according to his conviction 

If it be his duty. Sir, to condemn what he thinks dangdious or 
inconvenient, it seems by no means contrary to his duty, to show 
the leason of his censure, or to lay before the House those objec- 
tions which he cannot surmount by his own reflection It cei tamly 
IS not necessai 7 to admit implicitly all that is asseitcd, and to 
deny oi disapprove without reason, can be no pi oof of duty or of 
wisdom , and how shall it be known, that he uho produces no ob- 
jections, acts fiom any other motives, than private malevolence, 
discontent, or caprice ’ 

Nor IS it. Sir, to be imputed as a just reason for censure to those 
who have opposed the motion, that no other measures have been 
ofFeied by them to the considemtion of the committee It is neces- 
sary to demolish a useless or shatteied edifice, before a film and 
habitable building can be elected m its place the fiist step to the 
amendment of a law is to show its defects , for why should any al- 
teiation be made where no inconvemency is discovered ^ 

To the chief objection that was offered, no answei has yet been 
made, noi has the assembly been informed how the inn-keeper shall 
be able to discover when he ,has paid the tax which this law lays 
upon him This is indeed a tax of a veiy particular land, a tax 
without limits, and to be levied at the discretion of him for whose 
benefit it is paid Soldiers quaiteied upon these terms, aie more 
properly laising contiibutions in an enemy’s country, than receiving 
wages in then own 

Is it intended by this motion, that the inn-keepers shall judge 
what ought to be allow'ed the soldier for his money ’ I do not see 
then tliat any alteiation is proposed in the present condition of our 
army , for who has ever refused to sell them food for their money 
at the common puce, or what necessity is there for a law to enforce 
a piactice equally to the advantage of all parties ^ If it be proposed 
that the soldiei shall judge for himself, that he shall set what value 
« he shall think fit on his own money, and that he shall be at once 
the mteipreter and executioner nf this new iav7, the conditjon of the 
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df our monaiciis could consliain us, nor the inns! ])npulai allni c us, 
to gianl 

The pouei now proposed to be granted, is notliing less than tbc 
poNver ot le%Mng money, or what is exactly cquualcnt, the power 
of raising the money in their own hands to any innginarj value. 
A soldier may', if this motion be complied m itli, demand for a pen- 
ny, what another man nmst purchase at forty times that puce. 
While tins is the state of our piopcity, it is suiely not iriy nccc'- 
sary to laise armies foi the defence of it, foi why should wc pre- 
serve it fiom one enemy only to lliiow it into the hand-, ol anothci, 
equally rapacious, equally merciless, and only distinguished fioin 
foieign imadeis by this circumstance, that he iccciicd fioni our 
own hands the authoiityby wdiicli he plundeis iis^ 

Having thus ciinccd the necessity of (lotcnimnng the soldier’s 
prrirlcgcs, and the rnn-keeper’s rights, I think it necessary to ic- 
commend to this assembly an uncommon degice of attention to the 
regulation of our military establishment, which is become not only 
morebmthensometoour fellow -subjects by the present famine, but 
by tire encieasc of our forces, an encicase w’hich the nation will 
not behold without impatience, unless they be enabled to cbsccin 
for what end they liai'c been luiscd 

The people of this nation are for very just reasons displeased, even 
with the appearance of a standing army, and srucly it is not piai- 
dent to exasperate them, by augmenting the troops in a year of fa- 
mine, and giving them at the same time neiv power's of extoibon 
and oppression 

Mr WiNNixGTON spoke to this purpose — Sir, I haie heard no- 
thing m this debate, but doubts and objections, which afford no leal 
information, nor tend to the alienation of those grievances, which 
are so loudly lamented 

It IS not sufficient to point out incom cmences, or to give sink- 
ing representations of the hai dships to which the people are expos- 
' ed , for unless some bettei expedient can be pioposed, or some me- 
thod discoveied by whicn we may leceive the benefits, without suf- 
fenng the disadvantages, ot the piesent piactice, how does it appear 
that these hai dships, howevei seveie, aie not insepaiable fiom our 
present condition, and such as can only be lemoved, by exposing 
ourselves to more formidable evils ’ 

As no remedy, Sir, has been inoposed by those who appear dissa- 
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am man should foice soldiers into their housc-s^ who would not will- 
ingly admit them into his own 

Mr Cocks spohe to this effect —Sir, the practice mentioned by 
the honouiablc gentleman, I know to be gcncrall) followed by tdl 
those that keep alehouses in the suburbs of this nictiopolis, wlio pay 
the soldieis billeted on them a composition for then lodging, nor 
c\er see them but when they come to iccenc it ; so fai me they 
iiom imagining that the) can claim then whole subsistence at any 
stated pi ICC 

It isappaient, therefore, that by adnntiing this motion, wcshoiild 
not confiim a law already icccwed, but cstalilish a new icgulalion 
unknown to the people, that we should lay a lav upon tlic nation, 
and send our soldieis to collect it. 

General Wade lose, and spoke to this purpose * Sn , I luwc been 
long comeisant with mllitaiy affairs, and thcicfoie mtw pci haps be 
able to give a moie c\act account fiom iny own knowledge of the 
antiquity and evtent of tins practice, than other gentlemen luwfc 
had, Irom their w-ay of life, an opportunity of obtaining 

It was. Sir, in the reign of king William, the constant method 
by which the aimy was supported, as may be casdy imagined by 
those w'ho leflect, that it was common for the soldicis to lemam foi* 
feight or ten months unpaid, and that they had Iheicfbie no possi'- 
biht) of providing foi themselves the necessaries of life Tlieir pay 
iie\ el was received m those times b) thcniseh es, but issued in ex- 
chequei bibs foi laige sums, which the mu-kcepeis procuicd to be 
exchanged alid divided among therasehes, m piopoition to their 
debts 

Such w'as the practice. Sir, in that reign, which has been gene- 
rally foUbwed to this time, and the rates tlicn fixed ha\ e not since 
been changed, and as no inconvcnicncy lias aiisen fixim this me- 
thod, 1 Can dxscovel no ^reason aeamst coufinniusr and contmu*- 
ang It 

Mr PuLTEKEY spoke next, in the mannei following . Sii, IhOsfe 
that have spoken m defence of the motion, Iiaa e accused then op- 
ponents, iTith great confidence, of declaiming without atguments, 
and of acting the time of the session in a useless repetition of ob- 
jections 

I do not indeed W'onder that tlie objections winch haie been 
raised should have given some disgust, for who cah be pleased with 
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the soldici continue a rc^ilar and inoficn‘'i\e incrahcr of end 
society 

The absmditj of lea'iing the soldici af large in Ins demands, and 
limiting the puce whieh the inn-hccpci is 1o jcquuc, has been al- 
leadj c\poscd bejond the possibility of reply, noi indeed lias the 
least attempt been made to invalidate this objection, for it has 
been passed m silence by those who liaic most 7calou3ly espoused 
the motion 

The account gi\en by the honourable gentleman of the leason foi 
winch tins regulation was fiist mtioduccd in the reign ofhinglVd- 
liam, IS undoubtedly just , but it pio\c3. Sir, that there is no ne- 
cessity of continuing it, for the soldici's aic now constantly paid, 
and thciefore need not that assistance fiom the inn-keeper, which 
was absolutely requisite when they were sometimes si\ montlis with- 
out money 

It has been urged. Sir, with great importunity and %ehcraencc, 
that some e^pedlcnt should be proposed in the place of this, which 
so many gentlemen w'ho have spoken on this oceasion seem inclined 
to icjctt, and which indeed cannot be mentioned without contempt 
or abhorrence That the soldieis should know as well as their 
landloid their own rights, is undoubtedly just, as well as that they 
should have some cei tain means of procuung the ncccssaiics of life, 
it may therefoiebe piopei to enact, that the inn-keeper shall either 
furnish them with diet at the established rates, or permit them to 
diess the wctuals wdiich they shall buy foi Ihemsehes, with his file 
and utensils, and allow them candles, salt, Mnegai, and pepper. 
By this method the soldieis can nevei be much injuied by the mci- 
vdity of then landloid, noi can the inn-keejier be subjected to/ai- 
bitraiy demands The soldier will still gam, by decency and hu- 
mamty, gi eater com emences than he can proem c for himself by Ins 
pay alone, and all oppoitunities of oppression on cither side will in 
a great measure be taken away 

I cannot but express my hopes that this method will be generally 
appioved Those that ha^e opposed the establishment of an aiiny 
viill be pleased to see it made less grievous to the people, and 
those that have declared in its favour, ought surely to adopt with- 
out opposition, any measuies, by the pursuit of which it piay be 
borne with few^ei complaints and less reluctance. 
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, , , , . or illvutriles 

.and darkch.) and disturb, but ncrer assists cnqini"^ 

^ lod Jess Ingcnu- 

In political questions, Sir, it is still moi'c easy a ^ 

ousj for all political measures arc m some degree i 

at the same time to benefit some they 'iciy ficqe . 

M or Ttycctcd a# 

upon others, and aie theiefore only to bcajipioic 
^ . ts, or tlie incon- 

advantages appear to ovei -balance the inconvcnienci 

veniences to out-weigh the advantages ^ . 1 

‘=* . „ , . dote, not to ob- 
it IS, Sir, the proper pro\ance of a senator to pror , , , 

,, , , , , , ,1 hisdisapproba- 

struct, the publiclc councils, and when he declares , , 

’ ^ \ . better, for how 

tion of any expedient, to endeavour to substitute a ubhek 

can he be said to sustain his part of the general bur , 

. , ling eiery plan, 

affairs, who lays othcis under the necessity of forix; ^ 

*' , , ,1 ,7 '^dh only cen- 

and inventmg eveiy expedient, and contents hiniscli 

sunng what he never endeavours to amend ’ , , 

V * I, 5 ^ ^ ry to sit here as 

That every man, who is called forth by his counti , , 

„ , , , , , , , y the nature of 

the guardian of the pubhek happiness, is obliged, b 

his office, to propose in this assembly wliatevci his ^ . . _ 

" ‘ ^ , , , , ^ > the nation, I 

experience may suggest to him as advantageous 

doubt not but all that hear me are sufficiently ci , , ^ . 

, h t. ,t , 1. tended to their 

therefore cannOt but suppose that they have so far at 
, . ^ . tomcmcnces of 

duty, as to be able to inform us how the present me 

this biU may be remedied, and its defects supplied, _ . 

, , , m affair so im- 

To show. Sir, at least my inclination to expedite a ^ ^ , 

^ , « , , ^ ‘ rr , bt that I have 

•portant,' I shall lay before the House an amendme , , , 

4 , , , , , last day bv an 

made to the clause, puisuant to a hint offered the ^ ^ 

honourable member, T/iai all tnn-liolders, victnalle ’ 

ohlvted to furnish soldiers with salt, 'vinegar, small bee * ’ 

j , 7 . 7 - .7 ,7 / 7 7 ,lnot be obliged 

and utensils to dress their vieiuals, and so doing shah 

to supplij the troops with provisions, except on a march , ^ 

X L f i *17 *u 1 *17 tand after this 

1 am far. Sir, from flunking the clause, as it will s ^ 

, , , , , mnscious uiat 

nmendment, compleat and unexceptionable, being ( ^ of small 

some ai tides in it may require explanation The qus^^^*^ ° . 

beer to be allowed to each soldier must necessarily be 

ordei to prevent endless and indeterminable disputes , man. 

Sir, may demand, a greater quantity than another, ar*^ ^ 

he prompted by malice or uantonness to demand mor^ than health 

requires j it will theiefore be proper to hmit the 

must be furnished, that neither the soldier may suffer ^ Avarice 
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the couit in the Inghcst dcgicc, Ihen dcj-igns ncrc nt n stand, the 
foices ^^ele unpaid, and they ucie obliged to uait till anothci ses- 
sion for an opportunity of prosecuting their schemrs 

Thus, Sii, the soldiers ucic ‘■oinctimc^ fne mnnlb- \ ithoiit then 
pay, and \scic nccessai ily supposed by the iim-heepai at Jii'- ov.u 
evpcncc, with how mucli reluctance and di-fontent I in ed not men- 
tion It cannot but be immediately con‘-idciod, upon hcaiing this 
account of the soldier’s condition, with how many icpioarliCi he 
Mould rcccne Ins Mctuals, how loiighlj he would b" tieatcd, how 
often he would be insulted as an idlci, and fiowncd upon as on in- 
ti udci Nor can it be imagined that siieh affionts, houcici they 
inight be pioiokcd, w'ould be home w'ltliout ictiun, by thosC who 
knew themselics not the authois of the pioioration, and who 
thought thcmsclics equal suffer cis with thoic who complained 
When the inn-kceper growled at the soldier, the eoldici, it niaj be 
supposed, seldom failed to thiealen oi to pliindci the inn-kcepei, 
and to rise in his demands as his allowance w,is ictienchcd 

Thus, Sir, the landlord and his guest wcic the constant enemies 
of each other, and spent then lives rn mutual complaints, injuries, 
and insults 

But by the present regularity of our military establishment, this 
great evil is taken away, as the soldier lequiics no credit of the 
Mctuallcr, he is considered as no great incumbiancc on his tiade, 
and being treated without indignities, hkc any othci mcmbei of the 
community, he inhabits his quarters without violence, insolence, or 
rapacity, and endeavours to recommend himself by ofliciousncss and 
civility 

In the picsent method of payment, Sn, the t loops ha^e alwajs 
one month’s pay advanced, and leceiie then regular allowance on 
the stated day, so that every man has it in his power to pay his 
landloid eveiy night foi what he has had in the day , oi if he ima- 
gines himself able to procure his oivn provisions at moie advantage, 
he can now go to market with lus own money 

It appears thcrefoie to me, Sn, that the amendment now' pio- 
posed is the propei mean between the different interests of the inn- 
keeper and soldiei, by which neither is made the slaie of the other, 
and by w'hich we shall leave to both oppoitunities of kindness, but 
take fiom them the power of oppression ' 

Mr. Cakew next spoke as follows Sn, tlie amendment now 
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tpmed to the use of it, neier was able to clunk three quails m any 
single day 

If therefoie. Sir, the soldier is to have three quarts of this cyder^ 
when small beer is not easily to be piocured> not only the inn- 
keeper, but the army will be injured , for what greater harm can 
be done to any man, than to initiate him in a habit of intemper.* 
ance ? and what outrages and insolences may not be e\pected fiom 
men trusted with swords, and kept from day to day, and fiom 
month to month, in habitual diunkenness bv a deciee of the 
senate ’ 

Sir William Yonge leplicd to Ibis puipose — ‘Sir, I Know not 
why the gentleman has thought tins a proper oppoi (unity for dis- 
playing Ins eloquence in the piaite of Ins min ci der That he loves 
his OTim county cannot be wondejcd, for no pa'=sion is more uni' cr- 
sah'and few less to be ecnsuied , but he is not to imagine that the 
produce of Ins nalive soil will be geiici<dly allowed to excel that of 
other counties, because early habits have cndcaied il to him, and 
familiansed it to liis pai ticular palate 
The natives of cveiy place prcfei thoir ov,n finds and llieir own 
liquor, and tlieiefoie no infeienco tan be diawn tiom npjnobation 
so apparently partial Fiom this prejudice T am fai tiojn suspect- 
ing myself fiee, nor am desiious oi indusliious to overcome it. 
neithci am I afiaid of exposing myself to all the censme that so in- 
nocent a prepossession may bung upon me, by dcclaung, that, m 
my opinion, the cydei of my native county is of equal evcclleiice 
■watli that which this gentleman has so hbeially extolled 
3\Ir Cornwall answered to the following effect — Sii, how 
little I expect victoiy in this contioversy I have already declared, and 
I need not obseive ot how small impoitance it is what soil produces 
cyder of the greatest excellence and value, since, if theie be otbdr 
places where the cydei is equally esteemed, and purchased at the 
snrvie late, it is yet more necessary to piovide fay some exception, 
that tbcBoldier shall not be entitled to demand, of the victualloi, 
liquoi to more than thrice the v^alue of his pav’^, noi be allowed to 
reieJ in continual drunkenness, and to conupt his morals, and enei- 
vate his limbs, by incessant debauchery 
JBut since. Sir, the preference due to the cydei of my county has 
beep depied, m my opinion, With great partiality and injustice, I 
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act has liithei to laid upon them , the necessity of furnibhing the 
soldieis quarteied upon them with piOMsions at the stated price, 
whatcvei might be the scaicity of the season oi of the countiy 
That this was the intention of the act, is asserted by those whose 
leputation and promotion are sutBcient evidences of their ability in 
the interpretation of oui laws 

The mn-keeper may now eithei accept or lefuse the limited pnee, 
as it shall appear to him most consistent with his inteiest, nor im11 
theie be for the futuie any loom foi muimuiing at umeasonable 
demands, since he may obhge that soldici whom he cannot satisfy, 
to please himself bettci at his oivn cvpence 

The choice of the liquoi is likewise wholly icfencd to the inn- 
keeper, foi the uords in the clause lequiring that he shall furnish 
three quaits of small beer oi cyder, he complies indisputably with'the 
law by supplymg eithei ; and thciefoie the lalue of cydei in any 
particular county is not of much importance in the question befoie 
us , if cyder be more valuable than small beer, it may be withheld , 
if it be cheaper, it may be substituted in its place , so that the mn- 
keeper has nothing to^consult but his own inteiest 

That this IS the meaning of the clause, is, I suppose, obvious to 
every man that hears it read, and therefotc I see no leasou fox any 
alterations, because I know' not any effect wbicli tliev can possibly 
have, except that of obscuiing the sense which is now too deal to 
be mistaken 

Sii John Barnard spoke next, to the effect following — Sir, 
though it should begianted, that the clause befoie us is intelligible 
to every member of tins assembly', it will not ceitamly follow', that 
there is no necessity of fuither elucidations , foi a law leiy easJy 
undei stood by those w'ho make it, may be obscuic to others who are 
less acquamted ivith dm geneial intention, less slalled in the nice- 
ties of language, or less accustomed to the sti le of law s 

It IS to be consideied, that this law will chiefly aflect a class of 
men very little instructed m literature, and a ery unable to diaw in- 
ferences , men to whom we often find it necessaiy in common cases 
to use long explanations, and familial illustiations, and of whom it 
may be not unreasonably suspected, that the same want of educa- 
tion, which makes them ignorant, may make them petulant, and at 
once incline them to wrangle, and depine them of the means of de- 
ciding their contioversies. 
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The report teas read, and the amendments to the claiisn m debate, 
which then ran thus 

That the officers and soldiers to Ic eptuTtcred and Inllrtcd as afore- 
said, shall be rcccii cd, and furnished v ith dirt and small beer Lij 
the oitners of the inns, liicrij stalks, ale houses, iiclualling 
houses, £,r paying and allowing for the same the sacral rates 
mentioned 

Provided, that in ease the inn-holdei on uhom any con-commisston 
officers or soldiers shall be quartered by virtue of this art (except 
on a march) shall he dcsttous to furnish such officers orsoldars 
with candles, vinegar, and salt, and with cither small beer or cy- 
der, not cicceding three quarts for each man a (b^ grrtis, and 
to allow them the use of fire, and the necessary utersilsfor dress- 
ing and eating their meat, and shall guc notice of such his desire 
to the commanding officers, and shall furnish and allow them the 
same accQi dinglij , then, and in such case, the non-commisston of- 
fers and soldiers so quartered shall proiidc their on” victuals, 
and the officer to uhom it belongs to receiie, or that docs actual- 
ly leccwe the pay and subsistence of such non-commr,s’or officers 
and soldiers, shall pay the sawral 'inns, payable out of the sub- 
sistence-money for diet and small beer, to the non-commnsion of- 
ficers and soldiers aforesaid, and not to the inn-holdei or other 
person on whom such non- commission officers oi soldieis are 
quartered 

f 

The question being put whelhei tins clause should stand tlius^ 
Ml Carkw spoke to this cfiect — Sn, though it may peihapsbe 
allowed, that the circumstances of oui pi esent situation oblige us 
to support a moie numeious army than in' former jcai-s, suicly no 
aigument can be drawn from them that can show the necessity of 
a profuse'' allowance to our soldieis, oi of gratifying then desires by 
the oppression of the inn-holders. 
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•winch he IS cnliicly a strangcj, and of which the place must he 
supplied h} some other chcaj) and wholesome liquom 

If, Sii, those gentlemen whO'C close attention to the interest of 
the inn-holdci has pcihaps abstracted them, in some drgioc, from 
any logard to the necessities of a soldier, will consent to allow him 
fi\c pints a daj, I shall contend no longer, foi though 1 cannot 
agice that it is a snflicicnt proii-jiun, jet, as other gentlemen, 
equally able to judge in this sulqcct with mjsclf, arc of a different 
opinion, I shall show mj icgaid for their sentiments bj desisting 
liom opposition 

Loid Baltimokt spohe in substance as follows — Sir, I am not 
able to discoiei anj neces^itj of comjiromising this debate, by 
taking the mean between the two difieicnt opinions, or for dem- 
ing to the soldicis what cicij labomcr oi semng-man w ould mur- 
mur to be refused for a single daj. 

I beheie, Sir, cicry gentleman, who evanimcs the c\pcncc of his 
family, will find that each of Ins sen ants consume^ dailj at least 
three quarts of small beer, and suicly it is not to be required that a 
soldier should Iwc in apcipctual state of wai with his constitution, 
and a constant inability to comply with the calls of nature 

General H\NDAS'iD spoke to the following purjiosc — Sir, the 
inclmabon shown by scicral gentlemen foi a pcnurioin and scanty 
pimision foi the soldicis, must, in my ojimion, proceed from an in- 
attentive considciation of then paj, and will therefore he removed 
by laying befoie them an account of Ins condition, and compating 
lus daily pay with his dailj cxpcnccs 

The wdiole pay of a foot soldiei. Sir, is si\ pence a daj’, of winch 
he 13 to pay foui pence to his landloid foi his diet, or, what is very 
neaily the same, to cairj four pence dailj to the maiketj for which 
how small a supply of piovisions he can bring to his quarters, 
especially in time ofscarcitj, I need not mention 

There lemain then only two pence, Sn, to be disbui’scd foi thing? 
not immediately necessary for tlie picsenation of life, but which 
no man can w'ant without being despicable to otheis and burthen- 
some to himself Two pence a day is all that a soldiei has to lay 
out upon cleanliness and decency, and with which he is likewise to 
keep lus aims in older, and to supply himself with some pait of his 
oloatlnng If, Sir, aftei tliese deductions, he can fi om tw o pence 
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A copy of hif Majaly ^ ^pcrch hnn;' read, iVr C; UTTrrnuri 

and 'iptdu follou ? , 

Sii, Hie present conhuion m Ftnn])C, the 1 noun of flic 

French, llie mimcion'; daims to the Ansi nan (hnnimons the '’rimes 
Which nrc lenccl to suppoit them, and thi piv’MiL in ihiht , of the 
Ouecn of Hungary to nruntam tho'c nglits v, hirh di cend to her 
fiom licr anccstois, and h:i\c been tonlirmcd In all llu •okinnitirj 
of ticatica, c\idcnlly icquuc an nncominon degree of attention itl 
our consultations, and of Mgoui in our piocccdings 

Wliaterei may he the piofc'S'ons of the Ficnth, their real de- 
signs are easily discos cicd, designs nhich they hare cirricd on, 
cithei openly, oi m pin ate, foi ncai a centun, and nhich it can- 
not be c\pectcd that they mil lay aside, ulicn they air so near to 
success Their mcw, Sn, m all then nais and treaties, alliances 
and intrigues, has been the attainment of univcisal dominion, the 
dcstinction of tlic lights of naluic, and the subjection of all the 
rest of mankind j noi lunc we any reason to imagine that they are 
not equally zealous for the promotion of tins pcinicinus scheme. 
While tliey pout troops into Gennany, foi the assistance of their 
ally, as when they wasted kingdoms, laid cities in aslics, and 
plunged millions into misciy and want, without any othci motnc 
than the gloiy of then king 

But the Flench aie not the only nation at this time lahouimg 
for the subversion of oiu common hbcitics Our liberties, Sn, 
aie cndargcied by those equally interested with oiu'sehcs in their 
presen etion, foi in what degree soever any of the piniccs w'ho are 
now endeavouring to divide among Iheracclvcs the dominions of 
Austria may be pleased with the acquisition of new Icintones, and 
„an imaginary inciease of influence and powci, it must be evident 
to all who aie not dazzled by immediate interest, that they arc 
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ardour,- perhaps, only subsists upon the confidence that they shall 
not be resisted, and to animate by open declarations in favour of 
the House of Austria, those who probably are onlj hindered flora 
offering their assistance, by the feai of standixig alone against the 
armies of Fi ance ' 

That by this conduct he may e%pose his dominions on the conti- 
nent' to invasions, ravages, and the othei m.senes of war, every 
one who knows their situation must readily allow, noi can it be 
doubted by any man who has heaid of the power of the Prussians 
and French, that they may commit great devastations with veiy 
little opposition, the foices of the electorate not being sufficient to 
give them battle foi though the foitified towns might hold out ^ 
against them, that consideration will very little alleviate the con- 
cern of those who considei the miseries of a nation, whose enemies 
are in possession of all the open countr)^ and ivho^fiom then ram- 
parts see their hanest laid waste, and their villages m flames The 
fortifications contain the strength, but the field and the trading 
towns comprise the riches of a people, and the country may be 
ruined which is not subdued 

As therefore, Sir, the electoral dominions of his Majesty are now 
endangered, not by any private dispute with the neighbouring 
pi races, but by his firmness in asserting the general nghts of 
Europe , as the consequences of his conduct, on this occasion, wiU. 
be chiefly beneficial to Biitain, we ought surely to support him in 
the prosecution of this design, a design, which we cannot but ap- 
prove, since our ancestois have always cained it on without regard 
either to the danger or the expence. 

In conformity to this maxim of politicks, so cleaily founded in 
equity, and so often justified by the votes of the senate, has his 
Majesty been pleased to declare to us his lesolution to adheie to 
his engagements, and oppose all attempts that may be fomiing in 
favom of any unjust pietensions to the piejudice of Hie House of 
Austiia It IS foi this end he desues the concuirence of his senate 
I hope eveiy gentleman m this House w'lll agiee with me that we 
ought to declare oui appiobation of these measures, m such tenn^ 
as may show the woild, that those w^ho shall dare to obstruct them, 
must resolve to incur the icsenlment of this nafaon, and expose 
themselves to all the opposition which the senate of Britain can 
send forth against them We ought to pronounce that the terij'itO's 
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exulting in new acquisitions, inflamed with the madness of univer-, 
sal monaichy, and elated with an oppoitumty of subjecting Ger- 
many, by exalting to the supieme power a prince who shall hold his 
authority only by their pei mission 

The House of Austna, which has so often stood forth in defence 
of our common rights, which has poured ai lines into the field in 
confederacy with Biitam to suppress the msolence of that family 
which nothing could satisfy but boundless power, now demands the 
assistance v/hich it has so often aflbrded , that assistance is de- 
manded fioin us by eveiy claim winch the laus of society can 
enact, oi the dictates of ua^tuie can suggest, by tieatics maturely 
consideied, and solemnly confiuned, by the ties of antient fiiend- 
ship, and the obligations of common inteiest 

To violate the pubhck faith, and to neglect the observation of 
treaties, is to sink ourselves below baibanty, to destioy that con- 
fidence which unites mankind in societ). To deny oi evade oui 
stipulations. Sir, is to commit a crime winch ev ery honest mind 
must consider with abhorience, and to establish a precedent which 
may be used hereafter to our own destruction 

To forsake an antient ally only because we can receive no imme- 
diate advantage from his friendship, or because it may be in some 
degree dangerous to adheie to him, to forsake him when he most 
wants our good offices, when he is distressed by his enemies, and 
deserted by others from whom he had reason to hope for kinder 
treatment, is the most despicable, the most hateful degree of 
Cowaidice and treachery 

The obligations of interest. Sir, it is not often needful to en- 
force, but it may be observed on this occasion, that a smgle year of 
neglect may never be retrieved We may. Sir, now be able to sup- 
port those whom, when once dispossessed, it will not be in our 
power to restore , and that if we sufiei the House of Austria to be 
oveiborne, our posterity through every generation may have reason 
to curse our injudicious parsimony, our fatal inactivity, and our 
perfidious cowardice 

With what view’s the King of Prussia concurs m the Fiench mea- 
suies, or upon w’hat piinciples of policy he promises to Inmselfany 
Security in the enjoyment of Ins new dominions, it is not easy to 
conjectuie, but as it is easy to discover, that whatever he may pro- 
pose to himself, his conduct evidently tends to the ruin of Europe, 
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pressed m tlie stiongest teims then dread and detestation of the 
Flench, as they animated all then haiangues, and stunned then 
opponents with declaiations of their zeal for the libeities of Eu- 
rope 

By what impulse, or what infatuation, these asseitors of libeitj’’, 
these enemies of France, these guai dians of the balance of power, 
weie on the sudden pi evaded on to declaie m favoui of the power 
whom they had so long thought it then chief intciest and highest 
honour to oppose, must be discoveied by sagacity supeiior to mine 
But aftei such peiplevity of councils and such fluctuation of con- 
duct, it IS necessaiyto cnquiie more paiticulaily what are the pre- 
sent intentions ot the mmistiy, uhat alliances have been formed, 
and what conditions aie leqiiued to be fulfilled 

If we are obliged only to supply the Queen of Hungary with twelve 
thousand men, we haie aheady peifoimed oui engagements if we 
have piomised any pecumaiy assistance, the sum which w'e have 
stipulated to fuinish ought to be declared, for I suppose at least 
oui engagements have some limits, and that w'e are not to evert all 
the foice of the nation, to fight as if file and sword weie at our 
gates, or an invader were landing araiies on our coasts 

I have, Sii, fiom my eaihest yeais been zealous' for the- defence 
and exaltation of the House of Austna, and shall be veiy fei from 
pioposing that any danger or disfxess should influence us to desert 
it, but I do not easilj discover by what means we shall be able to 
afford any efficacious assistance , foi the povvei of Biitam consists 
chiefly in naval aimanients, which can be of vei-y little use to the 
Queen of Hungary, and I know not any state that will easily con- 
sent to unite with us on this occasion 

If there be, Sn, any states remaining in Europe vv'hicli the French 
can neithei intimidate nor biibe, we ought studiously to solicit and 
dihgently to cultivate their fnendship, but whether anj", except 
the Moscovates, aie now independent, oi sufficiently confident of 
their own stiength to engage m such ahazaidous alhance, maybe 
justly doubted , 

The late giand alliance, Sii, was suppoited at the expence of this 
nation alone, nor w'as it requited from the othei confederates to ex- 
haust the tieasuie of then countiy in the common cause, I hope 
the debt which that wai has entaded upon us will instiuct us to be 
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iVIi WALroi.r then spol.c to llu- follov.m'r purpo’^c — ‘^jr, tf i, not 
%Mthout reason that llie honouniblf* gentlLimn dt-rre . to 1)' in- 
formed of tlic stipulations contained in the tiratj In vhicli vc 
l)a\c cngnj^cd to suppnil (lie pKi^natu.’. sanction, for I lind tl-it 
he citlici nc\cr]vncu them, nr ha*' fois-ottcn them, and therefore 
those icasoningb mIiicIi he has foinied upon Diem fdi to the 
gi ound 

We arc obliged, Sn, by Ibis trnt}, to •supply the Uou^c of Air— 
tria with twchc thousard men, and the Dutfh, vho \ ere engr-ged 
in It bj our e.\ampk*, line pioinuid a ‘■ujiply of liw thuu-and. 
This foicc, joined to (lio=e aiinic*: which the* large doin.nion' of 
that f.imib enable them to innc, wen conecned ’ufTicienf tei repel 
any cncmj bj whom then nght . ‘■hould be invedtd 

But because in ^fl uts of ‘•ueh iinpDil''r<c nothing i-. to be left to 
hazard, became the pi C'Cn it ion of tli* egiiipo’-e of povri, on 
which the lihertirs of alniO't all mini ind who tan call thcin^chca 
free, must be achnm.lcdgcd to depend, ought to ho nthf r tcrtain, 
than boicly prob ible , if i-i ctipulafed laillr'i, both In the Treneh 
and oursebes, that if the supplic*? ‘^prcdled in the llrst mtulc shall 
appear insudicienl, v c Diall unite oui whole force m the tkfence of 
our ally, and struggle once more loi independence, wiUi ardour 
propoitioncd to the inipoi farce of oui ciuse 

By these stipulalion=. Sir, no engagements Inic been foimcd 
that can be imagined to haiO been prolnniled by liic ret of settle- 
ment, by which it lb pioiidccl, that the IInu«e ot Ilanoicr sliall 
not plunge this nation into a wai, for the seke oi then foreign 
domimons, without the coiibcnl ot the ‘cmte, fortius wai is by 
no means entered upon foi the parliculai seoiurity of Ilanour, but 
foi the geneial adiantagc of Europe, to icpicss the ambition of 
the French, and to picscne oumches and oui postcuty fiom the 
most abject dependence upon a nation evaspcralcd agrmst us by 
long opposition, and heicditaiy hatred. 

Nor IS the act of settlement only* pieser»cd iniMolatcd by the 
reasons of the piesont alhaiice, but by the legular concuncnce of 
Die senate ivliicli Ins Majesty has desnod, notwathstanding Ins indu- 
bitable right of making peace and war by Ins own autlionty I 
cannot therefore iinagme upon what pretence it can be uigcd. Dial 
the law, which leqmres that no war shall be made on account of 
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zard their foi tunes and then happiness in defence of distant coun- 
tries, of which many of them have scaiccly hcaid, and from uhicli 
no letiiin of assistance is expected 

Mr Walpole sjioke again to this purpose — Sii, though it is 
not necessaiy to lefute cvei^ calumny that malice may invent, or 
credulity admit, or to answei those of whom it may leasonably be 
.conceived that they do not ciedit then own accusations, I will yet 
use once more in vindication of the ticaty of Hanover, to shew with 
how little reason it is censuied, to repiess the levity of insult, and 
tlie piide of umeasonable triumph 

The treaty of Hanover, Sii , how long soevei it has been i idiculcd, 
and with whatever contempt those by whom it was negotiated have 
been tieated, was wise and lust It was just, because no injuiy was 
intended to any powei, no invasion was planned, no pai tition of do- 
minions stipulated, nothing but oui own secui ity desired It was 
wise, because it pioduced the end pioposed by it, and established 
that security which the Austrians and Spaniards were endeav'ouring 
to destroy , 

The Emperor of Germany, Sir, had then enteied into a secret 
treaty of alliance with Spam, by which nothing less was designed 
than the total destiuction of our hbeities, the diminution of our 
commerce, the alienation of oui dominions, and the subversion of 
dur constitution We weie to have been expelled fiom Gibraltar 
and totally excluded fiom the Mediterranean, the Pietender was to 
be exalted to the throne, and a new religion, with the slavery that 
always accompanies it, to have been intioduced amongst us, and 
Ostend was to have been made a poit, and to have shared the poor 
remains of our commeice to foreign nations 

This unjust, this malicious confederacy, was then opposed with 
the utmost vehemence by the Impel lal general, whose courage and. 
military capacity are celebrated thioughout the woild, and whose 
political abilities and knowledge of the affaiis of Euiope, were equal 
to his knowledge of war. He urged with great force, that such a 
■confedeiacy would disunite the empire foi ever from the maritime 
powei s, by which it had been suppoited, and which weie engaged 
by one common inteiest in the promotion of its pi ospenty but his 
remonstiances avoiled nothing, and the alliance was concluded 
' When our antient allies, who had been so often succouied with 
our treasure, and defended by our arms, had enteied into such en- 
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lus aUem])l i upon Silc&ia, a dcclai.ition m mIucIj I Icnow not how 
any man can concui, A\ho Enow*; not the natuie of Ins claim, 
and llic laws ol (he empnc It ought Ihricfore, bn, to ]n\c been 
the fust endea\oui of (hose by whom this addicss has been ^o 7cal- 
ously piomotcd, to show that his claim, so pubhcklj cvplaincd, so 
fiimly uigeJ, and so stiongly suppoded, is without foundation in 
justice 01 in icason, and is only one of those imaginai’j titles, 
winch ambition may alw.iys find to the dominions of anothci 

But no attempt has been yet made towaids the discussion of (In* 
important question, and thcicfoie I knoiv not how any man can 
call upon us to oppose the King o( Piussia, when his claim may pro- 
bably be just, and, b) consequence, such as, it it were ncccssaiy foi 
us to engage m the airans of those distant countnes, we ought In 
join with him in assenting 

Loid Gagt spohe ne\t m substance as follows — Sir, as no mcm- 
bei of this assembly can feel a gieatci dcgicc of 7cal foi Ins MajesU « 
honoui than myself, none shall moic icadily concui in any e\pici- 
sjon of duty oi adhcicnce to him 

But I hai'c been always taught that allegiance to iny prince is con- 
sistent with lidehtv to my country, that the intcicsl of the King and 
the people of Gicat Biitain is the same, and tliat he only is a tiue 
subject of the ciown, who is a steady pi omoter ot the happincs': of 
the nation 

Foi this leason I think it necessaiy to dcclaic, that Hano\ci is al- 
ways to be consideied as a soveicignty separate fiom that of Bntain. 
and as a countiy With laws and interests distinct fiom ouis , and that 
it is the duty of the lepiesentativcs of this nation, to take caic that 
inteiests so diffeient may nevei be confounded, and that Biitam 
may incur no e\pence of which Hanoi er alone can enjoy the adian- 
tage 

If the Electoi of Hanovci should be engaged in W'ar with any of 
the neighbouiing smereigns, who should be enabled by a victoiy to 
enter into the counti*y, and cany the tenors of wai thiougli all Ins 
tenitones, it would by no means be necessaiy for this nation to in- 
teipose , foi the Electoi of Hanover might lose lus dominions witle- 
out any disadvantage or dishonoui to the King or people of Biitam 
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attdcksj ■winch any power, in resentment of the just measures 
ivhich he had so wisely taken, should make upon any of Ins 
Majesty’s dominions, though not belonging to the crown of 
Gieat Biitam They further assured Ins Majesty, that in any 
futuie events which might make it necessary for him to enter 
into still Idigei evpences, they would enable him to contiibutc 
in the most effectual mannei to the support of the designs he 
pioposcd 

Ills hlajesty, in his answer to this address, obsened then icadi- 
ness in enabling him to make good his engagements with the 
Queen of Plungaiy, and the assurances gnen him not to suffer 
Ins foreign dominions to be insulted on account of the nieasuies 
he was pursuing foi the suppoit of the pi-agmatick sanction, 
&c ^ 

In consequence of this piocediue, the House, puisuant to ordei, 
resolved itself into a committee, to consider of the supplies 
granted to his Majesty 

Upon this occasion, a motion was made bj Sn Eobert Walpole 
foi a giant of tlnee bundled thousand pounds for the suppoit 
of tlie Queen of Hungaiy, on which aiosc the following 
debate 

Sir RosriRT Walpole supported his motion by a speech in sub- 
stance as follows — Sir, the necessity of this giant appears so 
plainly fiom the baie mention of the pui poses for which it is asked, 
that I can scaicely conceive that its reasonableness will be disputed 
I can discovei no principles upon w'hicli an objection to this mo- 
tion can be founded, nor the least arguments by which such objeo 
tioa can be suppoi ted 

The indispensable obligations of publick faith, the great ties by 
which nations aie united, and confedeiaciea foimed, I cannot sup- 
pose any man inclined to invalidate An exact performance of na- 
tional promises, .an inviolable adheience to tieaties, is enforced at 
once by policy and justice, and all law's both of heaven and eaith 
Publick peifidv, Sii, like private dishonesty, whalievei tempoiary 
adiantagcs it may piomise or produce, is always upon the w’hole 
the parent of miseiy Eveiy man, howevei piospeious, must some- 
iirne-^ wich for a fnend, and eieiy nation, howeiei potent, stand in 
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SucliA\ould probably be the consequence^ if the Eicnch chouhl 
gam the powei of confei ring the Impel nl ci ou n Tliey would hold 
tlie Eraperoi in peipetual dependence, would, jirihaps, take posses- 
sion of his hereditai} dominions as a nioilgagc foi then e\pences, 
■\iould awe him with tne ti oops winch the} seal nndei aprctcnceof 
assisting him, and Icaie him only the titles ol dominion, and the 
shadows of empiic 

In this state would he lemain, whilst hib foiii'idable allies were 
extending then dominions on eiciy side He would sec one power 
subdued aftei anothei, and himself weakened by degrees, and only 
not deprned ol his tin one, because it would be unnecessary to de- 
throne him, or he would be obliged to solicit our assiatancc to 
break from his slaieiyq and we should be obliged, at the utmost 
hazard, and at an expcncc not to be calculated, to icracdj what 
it IS, perhaps, now' in oui powei to pi event with very little 
difficulty ^ 

That this dangei is loo near to be mciely chimerical, tliat the 
Queen of Hungary is imadcd, and her nght to the Imperial dignity 
contested, is well known, it is theiefoic the time foi fulfilling oiir 
engagements, engagements of the utmost impoitance to ouisehcs 
and our posterity, and I hope the government will not be accused 
of profusion, if for three bundled thousand pounds tne hbeities of 
Europe shall be pieseived 

We cannot deny this grant without acting in oppo-ition to our 
late professions of supporting his hlajesty in his endcavoiiis to 
maintain the pragmatick sanction, and of assisting him to defend 
his foreign dominions fiom any injuiies to which those endeavours 
should expose them, foi liow' can lie without forces defend his do- 
mimons, or assist his ally, oi how' can he maintain foices without 
supplies > 

hlr Shipped next rose, and spoke thus — Sir, as I have always 
endeavoured to act upon comiction of my' dut* , to examine opi- 
nions before T admit them, and to speak vv hat I hav e thought the 
truth, I do not easily change my conduct, or letiact my' asseitions, 
nor nrn I deterred from lepeating my aiguments when I have a 
light to speak, by the remembiance that they have formeily been 
unsuccessful 

Every man, when he is confident lumself, conceives himself able 
to persuade otheis, and imagines that then obstinacy' proceeds from 
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ing oui conquests in countries, from winch some advantages might 
be received, ought to loibid all expensive and hazaidous measures, 
for the sake ot tciiitoiies fiom whence no benefit can be reaped 
Noi aie the purposes, Sir, foi which this siqiply is demanded, 
the only objections that may be uigcd against it, for the mannei in 
which it IS asked, makes it necessaiy at least to delay it 1 he mi- 
nisteis have been so little accustomed to icfusals that they have for- 
got w'hen to ask with decenev, and expect tlic tieasme of the na- 
tion to be poured upon them, whcnevei they shall think it pioper 
to hint that they have discoveied some new oppoitumty of cxpence 
It is necessaiy, that when a supplv is desired, the House should 
be infoimed, some tune befoic, of the sum that lo reqiiucd, and of 
the ends to w'hich it is to be applied, that e\eiy racnibci may con- 
sidei, at leisuie, the expediency of the ineasmes pioposed, and the 
piopoition of the sum to the occasion on which it is demanded, 
that he may examine what aie the most pioper methods of laismg 
it, and pel haps enquue with what wulliiigness Ins constituents will 
advance it 

Whethei any man is enabled by Ins acuteness and expeiience, to 
deteimine all these questions upon momentaneous lefiection, I can- 
not decide Foi my pait, I confess myself one of those on whom 
nature has bestowed no such faculties, and theiefoie moie that the 
consideration of this supply may be deferred for a few da}s , foi if 
it be now pressed upon us, I shall vote agninst it, because I do not 
yet fully discovei all the leasons foi it, nor all the consequences 
which it may pioduce, and I think myself obliged to know for what 
puipose I give away the money winch is not my own 

Ml ViNER spoke as follows — Sir, wkatevei may be the necessity 
of maintaining the pragmatick sanction, oi whatevei the obliga- 
tions of national pacts, of winch I hope no man is desirous of coun- 
tenancing the neglect, jet they cannot oblige us to aim without an 
enemy, to embariass ourselves with watching e\ery possibility of 
dangei, to garrison dominions which aie not tlneatened, oi asseit 
rights which are not invaded 

The expediency of maintaining the House of Austiia on the Im- 
perial throne, it is not at present necessaiy to asseit, because it does 
not appear that any othei family is aspiiing to it Theie may in- 
deed be whispers of secret designs and ai tful machinations, whis- 
peis, perhaps, spread only to affiight the couit into tieaties, oi the 
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aopc, ho\\evcr united by long allnnec? to llic IIousc of Austna^ or 
lio\vc\ci cndangeicd by ic\oluiion3 m tlic cmpitc, .i])pcai 1o loucc 
at tlic approach of alarm, or think himself obliged to jno'.olc ene- 
mies by whom he is not ycl injured 

I eannot Iheiefoie pcisuadc myself that we aic to stand up single 
in the defence of the piagimtick sanction, to fight the tpiaiTcl of 
others, or li\e in pcipetnal war, that oiu nctghhom-) may he at 
peace 

I shall alwaj's think it my duty to dnhursc the puhhck money 
W'lth the utmost palSlmon^, nor eiei intend, but on the most picss- 
ing necessity, to load with new o\ac(ions a nation aheady mer- 
wdielmcd with debts, haiassecl with taxes, and jilimdcrcd by a stand- 
ing ai my 

Foi what puiposc these numcious forces are maintained, who arc 
now pi eying on the puhhck, why we encieasc om aimics by land 
ivlien we only fight by sea, why' we aggmiatc the buiLhen of the 
wai, and add domestick opjiicssions to foicign mjuiits, I am at a 
loss to detennme Suiely some icgaid should be had to the satis- 
faction of the people, who ought not, dining the present scaicity of 
pioiisions, to be staned by the encieasc of an aimy', which seems 
supported only to consume them 

As theiefoie part of oui piesent expence is in iny opmion unne- 
eessarv, I shall not eontnbutc to aggiaiate it by a new giant, foi 
pin poses of which I Cannot discoiei that they will pioraote the ad- 
^antage of the publicly 

Sii Robeei Walpole icphed to the following ciTcct — Sn, the 
piagmatick sanction, which wc are engaged to suppoit, is not con- 
fined to the picsenation of the older of succession, but extends to 
all the lights of the House of Austria which is now attacked, and by 
a xeiy foimidable enemy, at a time of w’cakness and disti action, and 
theiefoie lequires oui assistance 

That others equally obliged byticatyand bi inteicst to lend then 
help on this occasion sit leluctive, cilhei tluough cowardice or ne- 
gligence, 01 some pi ospect of temporary adi antage, may , pci haps, 
be ti ue , but is it any excuse of a ci imc, that he w ho commits it is 
not the only cinnmaP Will the In each of faith m otheis excuse it 
in us’ Ought wc not rather to animate them by oui actniti in- 
struct them by oui example, and awaken them by oiii Kyjic- 
sentations ’ » 
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Let us, tliercfoic, instead of hardening ourselves in jicrfidy, or 
lulling oui selves in sccuiity by then cviinjilc, c\tit all our influence 
to unite them, and all oui jiowei to assist them Let us show them 
what they ought to detcnnine by oui resolutions, and tcafh them 
to act by oui vigoui , that, if the House of Austiia be pie-^crvcd, 
OUI alliance may be strengthened by new motives of gmlitude , and 
that, if it must be that the hbeitics of this pait of the vvoild be 
lost, vve may not icpioach ourselves with having neglected to defend 
them 

Mr Pelham spohe nc\t, to this purpose — Sir, it is not to be 
supposed that such mcmliers of this .isscmbly as aic not engaged in 
piibhclv atfaiis should icceivc v'civ cvact intelhgcnec of the dispo'^i- 
tions of foieign povvera, and thoicfoie I do not vvondei tliat the con- 
duct of the Dutch has been miMcprcsentcd, .iiul tliat (hey .iic su=- 
pected of neglecting then engagements at a time when they are cn- 
deavouiing to peifoim them 

The Dutch have now under consulcmtion the most jiiojier me- 
thods of assisting the Queen of I Jungai y, and inamtaiimig Uic prag- 
matick sanction it may be indeed justlysnspectcd fiom the natinc 
of their constitution, that their motions will he slow, but it cannot 
be asserted, that they bicak then engagements, oi descit then con- 
fedeiates 

Noi IS theie any reason foi imagining that tlic othci princes who 
have incuncd the same obligations, will not cndcavoui to pcifoim 
their pi omises , it may be easily concciv cd that some ol them aic 
not able at a sudden summons to atfoid gieat assistance, and that 
others may wait the lesult of oui delibemtions, and legulate their 
conduct by oui example 

Not that vve ought to neglect oui engagements, oi cndangci our 
country, because othei povveis aie eithci peihdious, oi insensible, 
for I am not afiaicl to declaie, that if that should happen, which 
there is no reason to suspect, if all the othei povveis should deseit 
the defence of the Austrian line, should consent to annul the piag- 
matick sanction, and leave the Queen of Hungary to the meicy' of 
her enemies, I W'ould advise that Britain alone should poui hei ar- 
mies into the continent, that she should defend her ally against the 
most formidable confederacy, and show mankind an example of con- 
stancy not to be shaken, and of faith not to be violated 

If it be theiefoie oui duty to suppoit thepiagmatick sanction, it 
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pi mce invaded, of anoUier tin eatcned, the tumults of ambition in 
one place, and a panick stillness in anothei 
What, will he the event of these commotions, ivho can discover > 
And how can we knoiv what may determine the couisc of that flood 
of powei, which is now in a state of uncei tain fluctuation, or seems 
drnen to diffeicnt points by dilFeieUt impulses? How.soon may the 
Dutch see tlieii bainei attacked, and call upon us for the ten thou- 
I sand men which we aie obliged to send them ? How soon may the 
House of Austria be so distiessed as to requiie all our power for its 
pi esei vation ’ 

That we aie to leave nothing unattempted foi the seem ity of our 
own lehgion and liberty, will easily be gianted, and, theiefore, un- 
less it can be pioved that we may be equally seeme though the 
House of Austiia be mined, it will necessaiily follow that we arc 
with all oui power to enfoice the observation oi' the piagmatick 
sanction 

Tins IS not an act of lomantick geneiosity, but such as the clos- 
est attention to our own mteiest shows to be necessary in defend- 
ina: the Queen of Hungary we defend oui selves, and only eN.tinguish 
that flame, by which, if it besuffeied to spiead, vve shall ouisehes 
bo consumed The empiie may be consideied as the bulwark of 
Biitain^ which, if it be tin own clowm, leaves us naked and de- 
fenceless 

Let us tlierefoie consider our own dangei, and remembei, that 
while we aie considering this supply, w^e are dchberating upon no- 
thing less than the late of our countiy 

Ml Fulteney spoke next, to the effect following — Sir, I am on 
this occasion of an opinion different fiom that of the honouiable 
member who spoke the second m tins debate, though on most 
questions oui judgment has been the same I am so fai from se- 
conding his proposal foi delajung the consideration of this supply, 
that I think it may justly be enquiied, why it was not soonei pro- 
posed 

' Foi the suppoit of the House of Austiia, and the asseition'of the 
pragmatick sanction, no man can be moie zealous than myself, I 
am convinced how closely the mteiest of this nation and that of the 
Austiian family aie umied/and how mucli kther must be endan- 
geicd by the rum of the othci , and theiefore, I shall not delay, for 
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comt’ Should we not moie cfFectuallj secure her dominions by pur- 
chasing with it the friendship and assistance of the King of Piussia, 
a pnnee, ivhose e-s-tent of dominions and numerous toices mahe Imn 
not moic fomiiJable than his personal qualities ’ 

What may be hoped, Sii, fiom a jirince of wisdom and courage, 
at the head of a bundled and ten thousand regul.ir troops, \Vith 
eight millions in lus ti easui^ ' How much he must neccssai ilj add 
to the sticngth of any party in winch he shall engage, is unncccs- 
saiy to mention, it is eiidcnt, without pioof, that nothing could 
so much contiibutc to the i e-establishmcnt of the House of Austna, 
as a reconciliation with this might} piince, and that to bung it to 
pass would be the most effectual method of solving the unfoitunatc 
Queen thatrequiics oui assistance 

Why w'e should despair, Sii, of such a leconcihation I cannot 
peiceivc, a icconciliation equally conducixe to the real intcicst of 
both paitics It ma} be proicd, with iciy little diflicult}, to the 
hing of Prussia, that he is now assisting those with whom mtcicsts 
incompatible and lehgions inecoiicilablc haie set him at lanancc, 
whom he can nei or sec piosperous but by the diminution of his own 
gieatncss, and who wall alwa'is jiroject his mm while they aie en- 
joying the adiantagcs ot lus ’victoiies Vi e may easdy conMnee hiiji 
that then powei will soon become by his assistance such as he can- 
not hope to withstand, and show’, from the examples of othei 
piinces, how dangeious it is to add to the stiength of an anibitioua 
neighbour We may show’ him how much the fate of the empiie 
is now in his hands, and how’ much more glorious and more adian- 
tageous it wall be to pieseiwe it from ruin, than to contnbute to its 
destruction 

If by such arguments. Sir, this potent monaich can be induced 
to act steadily in defence of the common cause, we may once moio 
stand at the head of a piotestant confederacy , of a confederacy that 
may contract the view's and lepiess the ambition of the House of 
Bom bon," and alter their schemes of universal monaichy into expe- 
dients for the defence of their dominions 

But in transacting these affaiis, let us not engage in any mtiicate 
ti eaties, nor amuse oui seh es w’lth displajang our abilities for nego- 
tiation j negotiation, that fatal ait w'liicli we liaie learned as yet 
leiy iinperfectl} , and which we liaie nevei attempted to practise 
but to oui own loss Dliile we haie been entangled m tedious dia- 
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otlici occasions^ I cannot dcfcimine. That tieatics have been made 
^eIy little to the advantage ot that family, and that its enemies hav e 
been sufTcied to insult it without opposition, is well hnown, noi 
was it long ago that it was debated in tins House, whether any mo- 
ney should be lent t o the late Empci oi 

No pubhclv or piivate cliaiactei can be snppoitcd, no enemy, Sn, 
can be intimidated, nor any fnend confiiracd in his adheicncc, but 
by a steady and consistent conduct, by proposing in all our actions 
such ends as may be openly avov.cd, and by puisuing them w'lthout 
legaid to tenipoiai)’’ inconveniences, or jietty obstacles 

Such conduct, Sii, I would gladly lecomnicnd on the picicnt oc- 
casion, on which I should be fai fiom advising a faint, an nic=o- 
lute, or momentaiy assistance, such supplies as declaic diffidence m 
oui own strength, oi a mean inclination to jilease contiarj' jiaitics 
at the same time, to perfoi m our engagements w itli the Queen, and 
continue our fiiendship with France It is, in my opinion, piopcr 
to espouse oui ally with the sjiiut of a nation that expects hci deci- 
sions to be latificd, that holds the balance of the woild in hei hand, 
and can bestow conquest and empire at hei plcasiiie 

Yet, Sii, it cannot be denied that many powerful reasons maj be 

1 

brought against any new occasions of cxpencc, nor is it without 
horioi and astonishment that any man, conveisant in political Cal- 
culations, can consider the enoimous piolusion of the national 
tieasuie In the late dieadful confusion of the woild, when the 
ambition of France had set half the nations of the cailh on ilamc, 
when we sent oui annics to the continent, and fouaht the aeneial 
quairel of manhind, we paid, dunng the leigns of King Bilham and 
his gieat successoi, leigns of which eveiy summer was distinguished 
by some important action, but foui millions ycail} 

But oui preparations for the present wai, in which scat cel v a 
single ship of w'ai has been taken, oi a single foiticss laid in luins, 
have brought upon the nation an expence of five millions So 
much moie aie we now obliged to pay to amuse the weakest, than 
foimerly to subdue the most povveiful of oui enemies 

Frugality, which is always piudent, is, at this tune. Sir, indis- 
pensable, when war, dieadful as it is, maybe teimed the lightest of 
our calamities, wdien the seasons have disappointed us of bread, and 
an umveisal scarcity afflicts the nation Eveiy day bungs us ac- 
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neighbour, ^vhose mind is dejiressed by poverty, or distracted by 
tenor, and vvheh the nation shall see Us anxious for the pieserva- 
tion of theiQueen of Hungary, and unconcerned about the wants of 
our fellow-subjects, what can be imagmed, but that we have some 
method of exempting ourselves fiom the common distress, and that 
we regard not the publicK misery when we do not feel it^ 

Sii Robert Walpole replied, to the following effect — Sir, it is 
always propel foi every man to lay down some ptinciples upon 
which he proposes to act, whethei m pubhck or pni ate j that he 
may not be always waieung, uncertain, and irresolute ; that his ad- 
herents may know what they aie to expect, and his advei-saries be 
able to tell why they are opposed 
It IS necessary, •'Sir, even for his own sake, that he may not he 
always stiniggling with himself, that he may know his own de- 
terminations, and enfoice them hy the leasons which have pi evaded 
upon him to form them , that he may not argue m the same speech 
to contraiy purposes, and weaiy the attention of his heaiers with 
contrasts and antitheses 

When a man admits the necessity of gi anting a supply, expati- 
ates upon the danger that may bepioduced by retarding it, declares 
against the least delay, however speciously proposed, and enforces 
the arguments which have been aheady offeied to show how much 
it IS our duty and interest to allow it, may it not reasonably be 
imagmed, that he intends to promote it, and is endeavouring to con- 
vince them of that necessity of which he seems himself convinced ^ 
But when the same man proceeds to display, with equal eloquence, 
the present calamities of the nation, and tells to Row much better 
purposes the sum thus demanded may be applied , when he dwells 
upon the possibility that an impolitick use may be made of the na- 
/ tionahtreasuie, and hints that it may be asked foi one purpose and 
employed to another, what can be collected from his harangue, how- 
ever elegant, entertaining, and pathetick ’ How can his tiue opinion 
be discovered’ Or how shall we fi'c such fugitive reasonings, such 
vanable rhetonck ’ 

I am notable, Six^ to discern, why truth should be obscured , or 
why any man should take pleasure m heaping togethei all the ai- 
guments that his knowledge may supply, cr his imagination sug- 
gest, against a proposition whicb he cannot deny Nor can I assign 
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December 1, 1741 

The new House of Commons being met, the Usher camefiom the House 
of Lords, with His Majestrfs commands for their immediate attend- 
ance, when they were ordered to chuse a Speaker , and being re- 
tmned, Mr Pelham addressed himself in the following manner to 
the Clei Ic of the House . 

Mr 'Hakdinge, 

As w e ai e here assembledj in pursuance of llie imperial summons, 
it IS necessary, m oliedience to liis Majesty’s commands, and the 
established custom of this House, that we pioceed immediately to the 
choice of a person qualified for the chair Gentlemen, It is ivith 
no common degiee of satisfaction, that I obsene this assembly so 
numeious on the fiist day , because whateier is tiansacted by us, 
must necessarily be considered by the nation with moie legaid, as 
it IS approved by a greater number of then representatives , and be- 
cause the present affair, which lelates paiticulaily to this House, 
must be more satisfactorily conducted, as our numbei is greater , 
since every man must willingly abide by his own choice, and cheer- 
fully submit to that authoiity of which he has himself concuried to 
' the establishment 

The qualifications required in the peison who shall fill the chair, 
to his own reputation, and the advantage of the House, it is not 
necessary minutely to recount , it being ob\ lous to ei ery Gentleman 
who heal s me, that he must possess such an equality of tempei, as 
may enable him always to preserv e a steady and impaitial attention, 
neitlier discomposed by the irregularities into which some Gentle- 
men unacquainted with the foims of this assembly may easily fall, 
nor disconcerted by the heat and tuibulence to which, in former 
parhiments, some of those whose experience might have taught 
them the necessity of decency, have been too often huiried by the 
eagerness of controversy That he must add to his perpetual sere- 
nity, such a firmness of mind, as may enable him to lepicss petu- 
lance and subdue contumacy, and suppoit the oideis of the House, 
in whatevei contrariety of counsels, or commotion of debate, agams^ 
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disentangled fioni perplcvity j qualities u Inch arc now made par- 
ticularlj^ necessary by the impoitancc of the subjects to be con- 
sidered in tins senate so that I doubt not but jou mil unani- 
mously concur with me m desiring that the chair may be filled by 
a person eminently distinguished by his hnon ledge, his intcgnty, 
his diligence, and his leputation, and thercfoic I mo\c without 
Eciuple, that the Right Hon Aithur Onslow, E‘=q be called to the 
Chau 

Then hlr Cluttlkbuck seconded the motion m this manner . 
That I am not able to add any thing to i he encomium of the Right 
Honourable Gentleman nomuiatcd to the Picsident’s Chur, gnes 
me no concei n, because I am confident, that m the opimon of this 
assembly his name alone includes all panegjric,, and that he who > 
recommends Aithur Onslow', Esq will ncicr be requuedtogne the 
re'ison of Ins choice I theiefoie rise now onlj to contmucthe com- 
mon methods of the House, and to second a motion which I do not 
expect that any will oppoic 

[Here the whole assembly ciied out with a general acclamation, 
Onslow, Onslow '] 

Ml. On SLOW' then lose up and said Though 1 might allcdgc 
many reasons against this choice, of which the strongest is my in- 
ability to dischaige the trust confened upon me in a mannei suit- 
able to its importance, yet I liai'e too high an idea of the wisdom 
of this assembly, to imagme that they form any resolution without 
just motives ; and theiefore shall think it my duty to comply witli 
their determination, howevei opposite to my own opinion 

Mr Pelham and hlr Clutteibuck then led him to the chair, W’here, 
befoie he went to it, he desued, That the House w ould consider 
how little he was qualified foi the office which they W'Cie about to 
confer upon him, and fix their choice upon some other person, who 
might be capable of dischaiging so mipoitant a trust 

The membei’s calling out. The Chair, Chair, Chau, he ascended 
the step, and then addiessed himself tlius to the House — Gentle- 
men, Since it IS 5 'our resolution, that I should oncemoie receive the 
honour of being exalted to this important office, for which it is not 
necessary to mention how little I am quabfied, since I maj hope 
that those defects which have hitherto been excused, will still find 
the same indulgence, my gratitude for a distmcfaon so little de- 
served, wiR always mcite me to consult the honour of the House, 
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To ictiiin him our humble tlianhs foi his mo't graciou? “jicccli 
fiom (lie till one, and, at the ':amc time, to pi esent unto Ins hlajcaty 
our sinceie and joyful congiatulaiious on Ins safe and h.ippy return 
into this empire 

To obscivc with the uf most thankfulness the great concern uliich 
his Majesty has been pleased to cxpicss for caiTjnig on the just and 
necessaiy wai against Spain, which wc hope, byfhe dninc bla=sing 
upon his Majesty’s aims, will be attended with success equal to the 
justice of his cause, and the aidcnt wishes of lus people That, 

His hlajcsty has so tiuly icpicsentcd the impending danger lo 
which Euiope is e\poscd, in the pi esent ciiticil conjunctuic, as 
mustawals.cn, m c\ciy one, an atienfion suitable to the occasion 
and w'c cannot but be fully sensible of the cid consequences ansing 
fiom the designs end cntcrpiises, foimcd and cairjingon foi the 
subversion oi i eduction of the IIousc of Austiia, which tin eaten 
such apparent mischicfb to the common cause 

To acknowledge lus impeiial goodness in cxpicssmg so caincst 
a desue to roceiie, and so high a icgaid foi, the advice of his Pai- 
Iiament lus Majesty, sccuie of the lojalty and alTections of Ins 
people, may rely upon that, with the best gioundwl confidence, 
and to assuie his Majesty, that we wall not fail to take the import- 
ant points, which he has been pleased to mention to us, into our 
most serious consideration , and, in the most dutiful mannei, to 
offei to Ins Majesty such advice as shall appear to us to be most con- 
dueue to the honour and tiue interest of lus crowm and kingdoms 
To assuie lus Majesty that W'e have a due sense, how much the pic- 
sent postuie of affaus calls upon us for that unammitj, iigoiu, and 
dispatch, which lus Majesty has so wasel) i ecomraended to us , and 
to give his Majesty the stiongest assuianccs, that we will vigoiously 
and heaibly concur in all just and necessarj' measures foi the de- 
fence and suppoit of his Majesty, the maintenance of the balance 
and liberties of Em ope, and the assistance of our allies 

Thai as duty and affection to lus Majesty are, in us, fi\ed and 
unalteiable principles, so we feel the impressions of tliem, at tins 
lime, so stiong and liv'dy m our bi easts, that wc cannot omit to lay 
hold on this opportunity of approaching his impel lal pi esence, to 
renew the most sincere professions of our constant and inviolable 
fidelity and to promise his Majestj , that w e wall, at the hazai d of 
all that IS dear to us, e\eit ourselves foi the defence and picseiva- 
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declaring war upon usuipeis, oi imposing peace on the disturbers of 
mankind^ instead of equipping navies to dn ect the course of coin- 
raeiccj or i-aising armies to regulate the state of the continent, v>c 
met here in a lull assembly, and disagiecd upon the foini of art 
address ^ 

Let usj therefore, my Loids, lay aside, at least for this time, all 
petty debates and minute enquiries, and engage all m the great at- 
tempt of rc-cstablisliing quiet in the woild, and settling tlie hrnits 
of the kingdoms of Euiopc 

Then Loid Caktcret spoke in substance as follous ; My Lords, 
there is I find at least one point upon which it is probable that tliosc 
will nowagiee whose sentiments have hither! o been, on almost eieiy 
occasion, widely different. The danger of om present situation is 
generally allou'cd ; but the consequences deduced from it aie so 
contrary to each othei, as give litUc hopes of that umnimity^which 
times of danger pailicularly requiie. 

It is alledged by the noble Lord uho spoke last, tliat since wc 
are now mvolved in difficulties, we ought only to enquiiehow to 
extricate ourselves, and theicfoie ought not to leave ourselves the 
xigbt of enquiring how we weie entangled in them, lest the per- 
plexity of dilFeient considerations should dissipate our attention, and 
disable us from forming any useful determinations, or exerting any 
vigorous efforts for our dehverance. 

But, in my opinion, my Lords, the most pi obablc way of re- 
moving difficulties, is to examine how the/ wcie produced, and by 
consequence to whom they aie to be imputed , for certainly my 
Lords, it is not to be hoped that we shall legain what we have lost 
but by measures different fi'ora those wluch have reduced us to our 
present state, and by the assistance of other counsellors than those ^ 
■who have sunk us into the contempt, and exposed us to the raiages 
of every nation thioughout the world 

That this enquiry, my Lords, may be free and unobstructed, it is 
necessary to address the Throne, after the manner of our ancestors, 
in general terms, without descending to particular facts, which, as 
we have not yet examined them, we can neither censure nor 
approve. 

It has been objected by the noble JUrd, that foieign nations wiU 
be disappointed by hearmg, that instead of menaces of vengeance, 
and declarations of unalteiablc adherence to the libeities of Euiope, 
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flahoiij and Llicieputation of oni formci Aictoncs might natuially 
pi-oduce^ noi any pioofb of that confidence among tliose ivliom mc 
still continue to teim our .illics vhich the vigoui ^\lth ivhich ivc 
hai e foi meily supported our conlcdci acicSj gii e us a i ighl to e\poct. 
Those whom we once tiampled insult u';, and those whom W'c once 
protected, give us no cicdit 

How leasonably, my Isolds, all nations haic withdrawn from us 
their reieience and esteem, will ajipcar by a tiansient examination 
of oui late eonduct, whether it logaidcd Europe in general, or in- 
fluenced only the particulai alTans of the Biitish nation , foi it will 
appear beyond possibility' of doubt, that uhocier h.is trusted the 
administiation, whether then own count! y', oi any fojcign powers, 
has tiustcd only to be betrayed 

Thcic IS among oui allies none whom we aic moic obliged to 
suppoit than the Ouecn of Ilungaiy', whose lights we aie engaged 
by all the solemnities of ticatics to defend, and in whose cause e\c- 
ly motuc opciates that can waim the bosom of a man ofiiitue 
Justice and compassion plead equally on hci side, and wc aic called 
upon to assist hei by oui own mteiest, as well as the gcncial duty 
of society, by which eiciy man is leqmied to picicnt oppiession 

What has been the cflect of all these considciations may easily be 
discovered from the piesent state of the continent, which is raiaged 
without meicy by tlic armies of Spain and Fiance V/liy all suc- 
coms haie been denied the Queen of Hungau, and win the imc- 
terate and heieditaiv enemies of oui nation, aiesufieied to cnlaigc 
their dominions w'lLhout icsisiance, why the iivals of oui tiadeaic 
left at full libcity to equip then squadrons, and the peisccators of 
oui religion suffered to oici-iiin those countiics fiom whence only 
we can hope for assistance, A^hcn the haticd which the difference 
of opinions pioduces, shall thieatcn us with imasions and sU’ieiy', 
the whole woild has long asked to no puiposc, and therefoic it is 
w’lthowt prospect of lecening satisfaction that I engage in the same 
enquiry 

Yet since it is oiu duty to judge of the slate of the pubhek, and a 
true judgement can be the result only of accurate examination, I 
shall pioceed, without being discouiaged by the ill success of foi - 
mer attempts, to discoi'ei the motives of our late measures, and the 
ends intended to be pi odueed by them 

Why the Queen of Hungary was not assisted with land foices, I 
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wc Iia\c po long »ubmissncly com ted, and of A^htch we arc nov. 

Cl idcntly afimd 

Foi that we fear them, my T-^irds, tlioy me sufTicientl) oon\)nf’cd , 
and it must he confessed, uithuhat.soc\ei shame, that tlicir opinion 
isucll founded, for to uhat molnc hut fear can it he imputed, 
that we haie so long supported then insolcncewitliout resentment, 
and their lai ages w’lf limit lepii'-als, that we lla^c fitted out fleets 
without any design of dismissing them fiom our haihours, oi sent 
them to the sea only to he ga/cd at fiom the shores, hy those whose 
menaces 01 aitifirehad gwen occasion to then equipment, and in 
w’hoin thcyimscd no other emotions than contempt of our coward- 
ice, or pity of oui folly ^ 

To what, m}T-/Oids, can it he attributed, that the Oucen ofHun- 
gaiy has yet recchod no .issisLincc fiom allies thus pow'ciful; fiom 
allies whose fleets co\er the ‘:ea, who'jc commerce cvteiuls to the 
jemotest part of the woild, and whose wealth ma> bcjiiatJj expect- 
ed to he propoi-fjonatc to then commerce To w liat can w c .ascribe 
the confidence w'lth which the House of Bourhon thrc.itens' the 
rum of a Piinccss, who numbers among hoi allies (he Empcior of 
Biitain’ 

Nothing is more evident, my Lords, than (hat the Queen of Hun- 
gaiyhas been disappointed of the ad\anf ages winch she expected 
fiom hei friendship with this nation, only by a degree of cow ai dice 
too despicable to be mentioned without such terms, as the import- 
ance of tins debate, and the dignity of this assomhl}, do not admit, 
nor IS it less ceitain fiom the conduct of hei enemies, that they 
knew w'hat wmild he mu mcasuics, and confided for security in that 
cow;ardice wdiicli has nei ei yet deceived them 

It cannot, my Loids, beasscitod, that om ally, liowcicr distress- 
ed, has yet received the least assistance fiom oiii mans , ncithci the ' 
justice of our cause has yet been able to awaken oui virtue, nor 
the insepaiable union of hci iiitcicst with our own, to excite our 
yigilance 

But perhaps, my Lords, we have had no opportunity of exerting 
our force, peihaps the situation both of oui enemies and ally was 
such, that neithei the one could be piotcctcd, noi the othei oppos*. 
ed, by a naval power, and Iheiefoie our inactivity was the effect 
not'dfvvant of courage, but want of opportunity. 

Though oui mimsters, my Louis, have hitherto given no enu- 
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to strike, and have endeavoured to fright those whom they deter* 
mined never to hurt. 

To speak m tei nis more adapted to the subject before us , Tiiat 
the fleet of Spam, a fleet of transports with such a convoy, should 
he three weeks m an open road, professedly fitted out against an 
ally united to us by every tic of nature and of policy, by the solcm* 
nity of treaties, and conformity of interest, that it should he un- 
disturbed almost vvitlun sight of a Bntish navy, ,that it should he 
there not only without dangci, but without apprehension of danger, 
has raised the astonisliment of every nation in Europe, has blasted 
the leputation of our arms, impaired the influence of our.counscls> 
and weakened the credit of our pubhek faith. 

There may be some, my Lords, that will impute this absurdity of 
oui conduct, tlus disiegard of our intciest, this desertion of our al- 
liances, and this neglect of the most apparent opjiortumtics of suc- 
cess, not to cowaidice but treachery, a cause more detestable as more 
atiociously ciiminal. 

This opinion, my Lords, 1 think it not necessary to oppose, both 
because it cannot be charged with improbabihty, and because i 
think it mu}' be easily reconciled with my own assertions, for cow- 
ardice abroad produces treachery at home, and they become trai- 
tois to Iheu country who are hindered by covvaidicc from the pro- 
secution of her interest, and the opposition of hei enemies 
Jt may howev^ei be pioper to declare, my Loids, tliat I do not 
impute tliis fatal cowardice to those who aic entrusted with the 
command of our navies, but to those from whom they aie obhged 
to receive their msti actions, and upon whom they imhappily depend 
for the advancement of their fortunes. 

It IS at least reasonable to impute miscarriages mtlier to those, 
who aie known to have given fcimerly such orders as a brave ad- 
mual perished under the ignominious necessity of ohsennng, than 
to those of whom it cannot be said that any former pait qf their 
lives has been stained v/ith the repioach of cowardice , at least it* is 
necessary to suspend our judgement, till the tinith shall be made ap- 
jparent by a ngid eiupury , and it is theiefoie jiroper to offer an ad- 
dress in general temis, by which neithei the actions or counsels of 
any man shall be condemned nor appioved, ' , ' 

: It would be moie unreasonable to charge our soldiers or our sail- 
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beis, who had at the «5amc lime a ^cat m tlie senate and a commis- 
sion m the armj, it was thouijhl neressary to send out i iw foicos to 
attack oui enemieSj and to keep out disciplined troops at home to 
ane the nation. 

Nor did the mmisteij my Loids, think it same tent to obstruct the 
o\pcdition to Amciica by employing new raised troops, unless they 
wcie likewise placed under tlic command of a man, who, Ihoiigb of 
undoubted com age, was, with lespcct to the conduct of an aiiny, 
as ignoiant as tliemsches. It n.is thciefoic dcteiimncd, mj Loids, 
that all those officcis \iIio had gained c\pciicncc in foiinci wais, 
and pm chased mihlaiy knowledge by pcisonal dangci, should he 
disappointed and lejcctcd foi the sake ol adiancing a man, who, as 
he had less skill, was less likely to be successful, and was theicfoic 
moie pi Opel to ducct an expedition pioposcd only to intimidate the 
Biitibh nation 

That the c\cnt was such as might be expected fiom the means, 
yom Lordships need not to be informed, noi can it be questioned 
with w’hat intentions these means were contrived 

I am very fai, my Lords, fiom charging our ininistci s w ith igno- 
rance, 01 upbraiding them w'lth mistakes on this occasion, foi their 
whole conduct has been umfoim, and all then schemes consistent 
with each other nor do I doubt then knowledge of the conse- 
quence of then measuiesj so far as it was to be foicseen bj human 
piudence _ ’ 

Whcthei they haie earned on ncgohations, or made war, w be- 
thel they haie conducted oui owm affairs, oi those of our ally the 
Queen of Hungaiy, they have still discoieied the same intention, 
and piomoted it by the same means Tliey haie suffered tiie Sjia- 
nish fleets to first foi supplies from one poit to anothci, and 
then from the coasts of Spam to those of Ainei ica They liai e pei- 

irulted the Spaniaids, without opposition, to land in Italy, when it 
was not necessary even to withhold them fiom it by any actual mo- 
lence, for had the fleet, mV Lords, been iindei my command, I 
would have onlj- sent the Spanish admnal a piohibition to sail, and 
,am sure it w'ould Ime been obseiicd 

They have neglected to puichase the friendship of the King of 
Trussia, which might peihaps have been obtained upon easy teiins, 
Jmt which thej- ought to ha\e gained at whatevei rate , and to cou- 
.clude, y.e ha\e been lately infoimed that the neutiahty is signed. 
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Ills Majesty's speech, I cannot discover the necessity of re- 

peating 

in the congratulation to his BTajesty upon his return to his once 
glonous dominions, no Lord shall concur ihoi e readily or moiC7'‘:d- 
ously than myself, noi shall I even deny to extend my compli- 
ments to the mimstryj when it shall appear that they dcso \ e the nlj 
but I am ncvei willing to he lavish of praise, because it bceomes 
less valuable by being piodigally bestowed j apd on occasions so im- 
poitant as this, I can never consent to praise btifoie I have exemm- 
ed, because enquiiy comes too late aftei appiobalion, 

Lord CiiOLMONnELEY losc next, and sjiokc to thii effcc-t — Bly 
Lords, if the dangers that tin eaten oui happiness and om safety be 
such as they has e been 1 ejii esented , if ambition has extended her 
power almost beyond a possibility of icsistance, and oppression, 
elated with success, begins to design no loss than l!ic iinivcisal sla- 
veiy 01 mankind , if the powcis of Euiope stand aghast at the ca- 
lamities which hang ovei them, and Lsten with helpless confusmti 
to that stoim which they can neithci avoid nor icsist, how ought 
our conduct to be intlueuced by ties uncommon ■state of affaii’s ^ 
Ought we not to catch the alarm while it it possible to make pre- 
paration against tile dangei ’ Ought we not to imjirovc, with the 
utmost diligence, the impoirmt intenaP to unite oui counsels 
for the proteebon of liberty, and exert all oui influence against the 

r i 

common enemies ot society, tl^e unweaued distuibers of the tian- 
^uillity of mankind ? 

To what purpose, my Loids, are the mitcues that the picsent 
distractions of Europe may bring upon ns, so palheuc dly described, 
and so accurately enumerated, if theyaie to produce no cfilct upofi 
Qur counsels ’ And what effect can be wished from them, but una- 
mmity, vs^ith that vigour and dispatch which are its natuial conse? 
quences, and that success with which steadiness and expedition are 
genW^y rewarded’ 

jIt might be hoped, my Lbrd^, that those who have so deal a 
view of our present embarrassments, and whose Sagaqity and acute- 
ness expose them to a sensibihty of future miseries, peihaps moie 
painful than would be eijoited by any present and real calamities, 
'ould not be thus tortured to no purpose. Every passion, my 
£s, has Its proper object by whwb it my be laudably ^tified. 
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and expciience, all directed to Hie illustration of the same q^uestion, 
which IS theiefoxe so accurately discussed, so vaiiolisly illustiatcd, 
and so amply displayed, that a nioie compiehensive mc'v is obtained 
of its relations and consequences, than can be hoped tiom Ihc wis- 
dom or knowledge of any single man 

I But this advantage, my Loids, can only be expected fiom union 
and concmrence , foi when the dilferent members' of a national 
council entei niHi dilFcrcnt designs, and cxeit then abilities not so 
much to promote any general pin poses, as to obviate the mcasuics, 
and confute the aigumcntsof each othci, the piiblick isdepiived of 
all the benefit that might be expected fiom the collective \.osdom 
of assemblies, whatever may be the capacity of those who compose 
them The senate thus divided and distuibcd, will perhaps con- 
clude with less pnidencc than any single membci, as any man may 
moie easily discover tmth without assistance, than when othci s of 
equal abilities arc employed m perplexing his cnqunies, and intci- 
lupting the opeiations of hi^ mmd 

V Thus, my Lords, it might he safci foi a nation, even in time of 
fenor and disorder, to be depiivcd of the counsels of this House, 
,than to confide in the determinations of an assembly not unifoim 
in its -news, nor connected in its inleiests , an assembly from which 
little can be hoped by those who obsei ve that it cannot, without a 
tedious debate, prolonged with all the heat of opposition, dispatch 
the first and most cursoiy part of publick business, — an addiess to 
his Majestj 

It has been foi a long time a practice too fiequent, to confound 
past v/ith piesent questions, to perplex cveiy debate by an endless' 
multiplication of objects, and to obstiimt oui detei minations by sub- 
stituting one enquiiy in the place of anothei 

The only question, iny Lords, now bcfoie us, is, wdicther the ad- 
dress which the noble Loid piopdsed, imphes any commendation of. 
past measures, not whether those measuies deseive to be commend-^ 
ed, which is an enqunj not at piesent to be piasued, because vve 
have not now before us the means of attaining satisfaction in it, and 
W'hich ought theiefoie to be delajed till it shall be your Loidships’ 
pleasuie to appoint a day for examining the state of the nation; and 
to demand those letters, instructions, and memorials, which aie ne- 
cessary to an accurate and senatoiial disquisition . 

/)In the mean time, since it is at least as expedient for me to vin- 
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po\Vers whose interest wa^ more remotely alFecled by her rhstress j 
if the effects of their endeavours are not yet manifest^ it cannot be 
imputed to the want either of sincerity or diligence , and if any 
other powers should be persuaded to aim in the common cause, it 
ought to be ascnbcd to the influence of the Bntish counsels. 

In the prosecution of the war with Spam, it does not appear, my 
Lords, that any measures have been neglected, which prudence, or 
biavery, or experience could be expected to dictate If we have 
suffered greater losses than we expected, if oui enemies have been 
sometimes favouied by the winds, or sopietimes hate been so happy 
as to conceal their designs, and elude the diligence of our command- 
eis, who IS to be censuied ’ or what is to be concluded, but that 
which never tvas denied, that the chance of war is unceitam, that 
men aie inclined to make fallacious calculations of the proiiabdities 
of future events, and that our enemies may sometimes be as artful, 
as diligent, and as sagacious, as ourselves ? 

It was the general opinion of the Bntish people, my Lords, if the 
general opinion may be collected fiom tlie claniouis and expecta- 
tions which eiery man has had opportunities of observing, that lA 
declaiing wai upon Spam, we only engaged to chastise the insolence 
of a nation of helpless savages, who might indeed rob and miudef 
a defenceless trader, but who could only liold up their hands and 
cry out foi mercy, or skulk in secret creeks and unfrequented 
coasts, when ships of war should be fitted out against them They 
imagmed that the fortifications of the Spanish citadels would be 
abandoned at the fiist sound of cannon, and that then armies would 
turn their backs at the sight of the standaid of Britain 

It was not remembered, my Loids, that the gi eatest part of our 
trade was' earned on in sight of the Spanish coasts, and that our 
mei chants must be consequently exposed to mcessant molestation 
fiom hght vessels, which our ships of war could not pm’sue over 
rocks and shallows. It was not sufficiently considered, that a trad- 
ing nation must always make war with a nation that has fewer mer- 
chants, under the disadvantage of being more exposed to the rapa- 
city of pnvate adventurers. How much we had to fear on this ac- 
count was shown us by the late war with Prance, in whidh the pn- 
vateei's of a few petty poits, injured the commerce of this nation 
Jnoie than their mighty navies and celebrated admirals, 

Bly Lord^ it would very little become this august assembly, this 
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of united influence , let us remember that our cvample may be of 
equal use with our assisUince, and that both the allies and the sub- 
jects of Great Biilain will be conjoined by our union, and distract- 
ed by our divisions , and let us theiefore endeavoui to promote the 
general intciest of the woild, by an unanimous address to his Ma- 
jesty m the terms pioposed by the noble Loid 

Loid Talbot spoke in the following mannei My Loids, after 
the display of the piesent state of Euiope, and the account of the 
measuies of the Biitish ministers, which the noble Loid who spoke 
against the motion has laid bcfoie you, thcie is little necessity for 
anothei attempt to convince you that our liberty and the liberty of 
Europe aie m dangei, or of distuibing your icflections by another 
enumeiation of lollies and misfoi tunes 

To mention the folly of our mcasuics is siipcifluous likewise foi 
another leason They who do not aheady acknoulcdgc it may be 
justly suspected of suppressing then conviction , for how can it be 
possible, that they who cannot piodiice a single instance of wisdom 
or fortitude, who cannot point out one enteipiise wisely concerted 
and successfully executed, can yet sinceielv declare, that nothing 
has been omitted ivhicli oui interest icquiied > ' 

The measuies, my Louis, which aic now pursued, are the Stame 
%vhich for twenty months have kept the whole nation m continual 
disturbance, and have laised the indignation of every man, whose 
piivate mtciest was not piomotcd by them These measuies can- 
not be said to be lashly censuied, or condemned befoic they are 
iSeen m their full extent, or expanded into all their consequences j 
foi they have been piosecuted, my Lords, with all the confidence of 
authoiity, and all the peiseveiance of obstinacy, wathout any"- other 
opposition than fiuitless clamouis, oi petitions uni egaided And 
what consequences ha^e they pioducecl ^ What but poieity and dis- 
ti actions at home, and the contempt and insults of toieign powem ^ 
What but the necessity of letiieiing by' wai the losses sustained by 
timoious and adatoiy negotiations , and the miscarriages of a wai, 
in which only folly and cowaidice have imobed us ^ 

Nothing, my Lords, is moie astonishing, than that it should be 
asserted in this assembly that w'e haie no ill success to complain of 
iNIiglit we not hope for success, if we ha\e calculated the events of 
war, ^nd made a suitable pieparation ^ And how is this to be done. 
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ron of ships , it is only ncccssaiy lo assert, v.lnt HI I hope not !>« 
very leadilj denied, eten by those u'ljom daily practice of absurd 
apologies has rendcied impiegnablc by the force of until, that such 
cxpenccs as ha\e neither contiibuled to our own defence, nor to the 
disad^aatagc of the Siwmavds, have been thiown anay. 

If this be granted, my Lords, it %m! 1 appeal, tliat no nation cnct 
beheld its treasures so piofuscly wpiamleicd, tner juid taxes hd 
willingly, and so patiently saw tiiem pen cited , for it cannot, my 
Lords, be pioied, that anj part of mn picpaintidns Ins produced a 
propoitionatc efTccl } init it may be leuichl) •shown how rruiny ficcts 
have been equipped only that the merchants uught want Svuloia, and 
that the jiubllck stores might be consumed 

As to our ill success in America, wJiich lias been imputed only to 
the chance of war, it will be reasonable, my Lords, lo a'-enbe to 
other causes so much of it as might haie been prevented by a moic 
speedy reinforcement of Veinon, or may be supposed to have arisen 
fiom the inexperience of our tioopsj and the escape of thcSpaniaid? 
from Ecrrol 

If out fleets had been sent moic early into that pai t of the wojidi 
the Spaniards would ba\c had no time to strengtiicn their gan i'-ons , 
had our troops been acquainted witli discipline, tin attack would 
ha\e been made Avith greatei judgement , and had not the Sjianiards 
escaped fiom Fcrrol, wc should haAc had no enemy m Aniciica to 
encountei Had all our ministeis and all oui admirals done their 
duty, it is evident that not only Carthagena had been taken, but 
that half the doraimons of Spain might noAv haie oAvned the soac-* 
rcignty of the croAvn of Britain 

This, my Loids, may be obscived of the only enteipiisc, wlucb 
it IS reasonable to believe A\as in reality intended against the Spa* 
juards, if even of this our ministers had not before contrived the 
defeat But of all the lest of our armaments it does not appear 
that aiiy effect has been felt but by ouiselves, it cannot be discovei’ed 
that they eAcn raised any alarms oi anxiety either in out enemies 
or their allies, by whom perhaps it aa as know n that they AA'ere only 
designed as punishments for the merchants of Bntain 

That our merchants have already been seierely chastised for then 
insolence in complaining of their losses, and their temerity m 
ra’Bing.ifi the nation a regard for its commerce, its honour, and it* 
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nt}'^ Lords, are at once strength and uches , and therefore it is to be 
considcied, that the most ineparablc loss which any nation can sus- 
tain IS the diminution of its people Money m.iy be repaid, and 
coramei cc may he recovcied, c\en libcjty may be legained, but the 
loss of people can neser be letricscd Eicn the twentieth genera- 
tion mav have leason to cvcl.iim, IIow' much moic nnmcious and 
more pow^eiful would this nation have been, h.id our ancc'^tora not 
been betiajed in the expedition to Cai thagena ' 

What loss, my Lords, base the Spaniaids sustained which can he 
put in balance with that of our aimy in Anicnca, an aiiny gnen up 
to the vultuics of an unhealthy climate, and of w'hich tho=e who 
peiishcd by the swoid, were in icality rescued fiom inoic lingciing 
torments ’ 

What cqunalcnt can he mentioned for the libcilv of nniUitmic= 
of Britons, now languishing m the piisons of So an, or obliged by 
baidships and desperation to assist (he enemies of then country^ 
What have the Spaniaids suffered that can be opposed to the dcln- 
ment which the comincicc of tins nation fccL fjom the detention of 
our sailors > 

These, my Lords, are losses not to be paudlclcd by tlic destruc- 
tion of Poito Bello, e\en though that expedition should be asciibcd 
to the mimstiy These aic losses which may extend then conse- 
quences to many ages, which may long impede our coinincice, and 
dimmish our shipping 

It IS not to be imagined, my Loids, that in this time of peculiar 
danger, patents iiill destine then childien to maiitimc cmplo}'- 
ments, or that any man wall engage in nn\al business who can ex- 
ercise any othei piofcssion , and therefoie the death or captnity of 
a sailor leaies a % acuity in oui commcicc, since no othci wnll be 
ready to supply Ins place Thus bv degrees the continuance of the 
war will contiact our tiade, and those parts of it which we cannot 
occupy, will be snatched by the Fiench or Dutch, fiom wdiom it is 
not probable that they will cici be lecoveied 
Tills, my Lords, is another circumstance of disadi antage to wdneh 
the Spaniards ai c not exposed , foi then ti afhek being only from one 
part of their dominions to anqthei, cannot be destiojcd, but w'lll, 
aftei the short inteiroption of a wai, be again equally cci tain and 
equally profitable 

It appeals, therefoie, my Loids, that we haie hitlieito suffered . 
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fcion of our oun nation and out allie-jj and flic c\altiition of llie 
House of Boui bon ^ 

It IS uuncisally allov.cdj my Isolds, and tlieicfoic it unuld be su- 
peifluous to pio\e, that the libcifies of Europe aic non in the ut- 
most dangci , that the House (A Bouibnn has aiTivcd almost at th it 
c\altcd pinnacle of autlionty, from whence it will look down vifh 
contempt upon all othci powcib, to which it will hcnccfonvaul pte- 
sciibe laws atple*isurc, whose dominions will he limited by its diicc- 
tion, and whose aunics will march at its command 

That Biilam wall be long exempted fiom the general scmtiulc, 
that we shall be able to stand alone agtimst the whole power of 
Em ope, which the Ficncli may tiicn bung down upon us, and pie- 
sene ouisehes independent while eiciy olhci nation acknowledges 
the authoiity of an aibitrau conqucioi, is by no means likely, an<! 
might be perhaps demonstmted to be not possible 

How' long w'c might be able to letain oui liberty’, if is beyond the 
reach of policy to dctcimmc, but as it is cMdent, that when the 
empiie is subdued, the Dutch will quickly fall undci the same do- 
minion, and that all then poi ts and all then commerce will then be 
m the hands of the Fiench, it cannot be denied that our commerce 
will quickly be at an end We shall then lose the dominion of the 
sea, and all our distant colonics and settlements, and be shut up in 
oui own island, whcie the continuance of oui libcitics can be detei- 
mincd only by the resolution with w'hich we shall defend them 
That this, my Lords, must piobably in a few' ycais be our state, 
if the schemes ot the House of Bouibon should succeed, is certain 
beyond all contioveisy , and thc,efoic it is evident that no man to 
whom such a condition docs not appear eligible, can look uncon- 
cerned at the contusion of the continent, oi considci thedcstiuction 
of the House of Austiia, without endeaiouiing to picicnt it 
But, my Lords, though such cndeavouis aie the duty ot all wlio 
are engaged in the transaction of iiubhckafTcUis, though the impoi t- 
ance of the cause of the Queen of Hungary be acknowledged in the 
speech to which we aie to ictuin an addicss, it does not appear 
that the ministers of Britain have once attempted to assist hci, or 
have even foiboine any thing which might aggravate her distiess 
The only effectual methods by which any efficacious relief could 
have beenpiocuied, were that of leconciling hei with the King of 
Prussia, or that of pi evading upon the Muscovites to succoui her 
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Eiiffincnt to oppose their passage, is u subtcifuge to 'wliich they can 
only becimen by the necessity of making ‘■oinu apologj, and an ab- 
solute inability to produce any which wdl not inimcdiatcly be dis- 
coieied to be gioundle'-s 

It IS known, uiy Lord®, to allBuiopc, that Haddock had then un- 
der Ins comm ind thiitccn ships of the line, and nine Irigatcs, and 
that the Spanish como) consisted onlv ot thiccships , and yet they 
sailed bcfoie hi-j C]es with a degree of seem it) which nothing could 
haie produced but a pas^poit fioni the couil of Hntain, and an as- 
suied e\einp(ion fiom the dangei of an attack 

It may beuiged, that they wcic jiiotcctcd bv the ricncli squad- 
ron, and Hut Haddock duist not attack them, because be was un- 
able to contend witli tbe united fleets , but, niy Louis, c\cn tbu is 
known to be false , it is known that they boie no jnoportion to the 
stiengtli of the Biitiah squadion, that they could not baic made 
eienthe appeatance of a battle, and tlut oiu commandcis could 
have been only employed in puisuit and captuics 

This, my Lords, iras well know’n to oui imnistcis, wbowcic 
afiaid onlv of destioying tbe French squadion, and w'cic aery far 
from appiehendmg any danger fiom it , but being dctci mined to 
puicbasc, on any teims, the continuance of tbe fiicudslnp of then 
old piotectors, consented to the invasion of Italy, and piocuicd a 
squadron to sail out, under pretence of defending the Spanish trans- 
ports, that their compliance might not be discovered 

All this, my Loids, may ie<isonably be suspected at the fust \ie\v 
of then proceedings foi how could an mfeiior foicc ■ventuic into 
the way of an enemy, unless upon security that they should not be 
attacked’ But the late tieaty of neutiahty lias changed suspicion 
into certainty, has discovered the souice of all then ineasuics, and 
shown that the invasion of Italy is peunittcd to piescive Hanover 
from the like calamity 

Theie is great danger, my Loids, lest this last tieaty of Hanover 
should give the decisive blovv to the liberties of Eiiiopc How much 
it embai lasses the Queen of Hungaiy, by making it necessaiy foi 
her to divnle her foices, is obvious at the fiist view , but this is 
not, in my opinion, its most fatal consequence The other poweis 
Will be incited, by the example of ournmustiy, to conclude tieatica 
of neutiahty in the same mannei They will disti ust e\ cry appeal- 
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How such ha\ oclc could ha\ c been made, h id nof om ships of s^.ir 
concluded a licaty of ncutiahtj AMth the Spaniatds, .nul left the 
wai to be caujcd on only by the nKichints, it is not r isy to con- 
cenc, foi suiclv Jt "'ill not be piclended, that all these lo•>^t6 mcic 
the ncccssniy consequence of our situation \Mth icfianl to Spain, 
uhich, it it exposed the Poitugal ti-adcis to harard, did not hinder 
us from giiauhng' oui onn i oasts 

And jcl on oil 1 onn coasts, my IvOuls, haic nniltitiides of our 
ships been taUen by the Spaniaids , they haic been seized b\ petty 
vessels as the} neic entering oui poits, and congratulating thein- 
sehes upon then escape fiom danger 
In the late imr with Fiance, an cncmj much moic fonnidahlc 
both foi power and situation, method', iicic discoicrcd hj iihJch 
our trade was luoic cfTicacioiisly piotected by stationing a ‘squad- 
ron at the mouth of the channel, of nhich tno oi thicc ships at a 
time ciuizcd at a proper distance in the neighbouring seas, the pii- 
aatccis were kept in anc, and conimed to then oivn haihouis, or 
seized if they v entuicd to Icaic them 

But of such useful regulations in the picscnt uai there is little 
hope , foi if thcpublickpapcis aicof any ciciht, the King ol Spam 
considers the captuies of our mci chants as a standing rcicmie, and 
has laid an indulto upon them as upon othei paits ot the Spanish 
trade 

It IS Iheiefoic to little purpose that mcasuics aic jiioposed m tins 
House, or schemes picsenlcdby themeichaiits, foi Ihcpiescnalion 
of oui commeice, foi the mci chants aic consideicd as the deter- 
mined enemies of our minister, uho thcicfoic resohed that they 
should repent of the uai into which he was foiced by them, con- 
trol y to those favouiite schemes and established maxims, which he 
has puisucd till the hbeilies of mankind aie almost cvtinguishcd 
There aie indeed some hopes, my Loids, that new measures ic- 
solutely puisucd might yet lepair the mischiefs of tins absind and 
cowaidly conduct, and that by icsolution and dexteiity the ambition 
of Fiance might once more be disappointed The King of Piussia 
appears at length convinced that he has not altogethei pursued Ins 
real inteiest, and that his own family must fall in the luin of the 
House of Austiia The King of Saidmia appeals firm in his detei- 
ramation to adhere to the.Queen of Hungary, and has therefore re- 
fused a passage through Lis dominions to the Spanish tioops. The 
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fivcd. Such IS the assistance v/hich the united inIncnee oi lU'ilicr 
and comjias^ion has )ct jnucuicd lioiu the coin t o! } 3 iil.iin 

Our minijtera liaic been Ihciclou* hitheiln, nn L)i(h, ‘^oiai fjoni 
acting v.ith Mgoiu in iaioui oi tlie House ol Vii'-fn , 1 1 * 't ''c 

licicr solicited the couit of riluscoii, almost the onK fOuiL now in- 
dependent on France, to engine, in hti defence flow that 

mightvpowci d) 5 tingiii‘'he 3 lici leal intcnc-t, nifl how odci tn ‘^hc 
puisnes it, the whole woild was cniuinc d in liei iliiaiicc i\ith the 
^ late Einpcioi , noi is it unliKch, tlno ‘-he might Incc 1 cen easily 
persuaded to ha\c piotcctod Ins duightei with ccjual /cal But we 
neier asked hei alliance lest we should obtain it, and }ct v.o hoi'^t 
Of oui good olTiccs 

Oui govcrnois thought it nioic neaih conccincd them (o lunnhlc 
Oui mcichants than to succoui oui allies, and thcieforc admitted 
the Spamaids into Italy, by which jn udent eonduct thev de\tct- 
ously at once giatificd the House ol Bouihon, embarras-ed the 
(}ueen of Hungary, and cndangcied the eflccls of the Biitish 
merchants lying at Leghorn, effects which wcielitcly ^a^ucd at 
Six bundled thousand pounds, but which, by the seasonable arrwal 
of the Spaniards, are happil)- icduccdto half their pnee 

I hope theiefoic I need not urge to 50111’ Lordships the necessity 
of confining oui addicss to thanksaiid congial illations, because it 
is not necessary to say how' inconsistent it must be thought with 
the digmty of this House to echo falsehood, and to countenance 
pcifidy 

Then the Duke of Ncw'castlc spoke to the following cfTcct 
My Lords, the inannci in which the noble Loid who spoke last 
expresses his sentiments, ncier fails togne pleasure, even wdicie liis 
aiguments pioduce no comiction , and his clorjuence alw'a5s ic- 
icewes its piaise, though it may sometimes be disappointed of its 
luoie important cflects 

In the present debate, my Lords, I liaic hcaid no aigunicnt, by 
which I am inclined to change the usual foinis ot address, 01 to ic- 
ject the moLon which has been made to us 

The addiess which has been proposed, is not, m m} opinion, 
justly chargeable either with flattery to the nimisteis, 01 watli dis- 
ingenuity with respect to the people , noi can I discmei 111 it any 
of those positions wdiich haie been repiescnted so fallacious and 
dangeious. It contains only a geneial declaiation of our giatitudc^ 
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!hat Ihcj ought thcicfoic to assist if with the utmost c\pctliUon 
and the mObf \igorous ine.isuic^ 

It may he suggested, inj Loid-?, that this n'=a-<(ancc has been .d- 
icady deJajed till it is become iiselcsS, th’t the utmo-.t c\j,'-dition 
will be ton sloiv, and the most Mgoious measures too weal, to stop 
the tonent of the conr|ucbts of Fniiire, that the fatal Iilo •. v d! Ir 
stiuch, befoic we shall ha^c an oppoilunity to \.ard it ofg and 
that 0111 legaid foi the IIou=c of Aiistna will be onh comp.issinn 
for the do id 

But thO'C, mj Loids, I hope, aiconh the apprchcnrions of a mind 
o\eihoinc with sudden tcnois, and ptiplcvcd h} a confmed suucy 
of complicated dangci , foi if we coiT'Uicr moic d.itinflly the 
poweis which mat be brought in opposition to Fmnee, we shall find 
no icason foi dcspaiiing that we ina) once moic stand up with suc- 
cess in defence ot oui lehgionand the liberty of manhind, end once 
moie 1 educe those tioublcrs of the world to the necessity of aban- 
doning their dcstnictiic designs 

The noble Loid has alicady mentioned the pi esent disposition of 
thice poueiful slates, as a motne foi Mgoious lesolutions, and a 
coasideiation that may at least presene us fiom desjiiir , and it is 
no small satisfaction to me to obsenc, tint his penetiation and c\- 
pcucnce incline him to hope upon the pio-pect of afiaiis as tliey now 
appeal , because I doubt not but that liojie will be impimed into 
confidence, by the account w'hich I ran now' gi\o lOur Lorchhijis of 
the intention of anothci powci, jel moic foimidablc, to engage 
with us m the great design of icpicssmg the insolence of France 

A treaty of alliance, my Loids, has been for ^ome time concci ted 
with the Empcior of Muscoi'}', and has been negotiated with such 
diligence, that it is now' completed, and I doubt not but the last 
ratifications will airiie at this coiut in a few dais, b} which it 
will appear to youi Loidships, that the interest of this nation has 
been vigilantly legaided, and to onr allies, that the faith of Bntam 
has nevei yet been shabeii It will apjieai to the Fiench, that 
they have piecipitated their tiiuniphs, that Ihej ha\e ini'^gined 
themsehes masters of nations by whom they w'lll be in a shoit 
time driven back to then own confines, and that perhaps they haie 
pai celled out kingdoms which they are never likely to possess 

It was affirmed, and with just disceininent, that applications 
ought to be made to tins pow'eiful couit, as the professed adveisaiy 
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besides that of picscning to c\ci> ■=(),( hn lUst uubt';, and 
llicicfoie, .IS il plundf r-i none, Nv.ll li.wi nohiin^ to In itow 
Tins, iny Loid':, is (he di=.idwin(oge nrukr ulucli out nrproti’^tars 
laboui again-il lhn=c of Fimko, iic In.c no Kins^doins to p-necl 
out among (hose uiiosc confcdeiaev ve <^olin( , v.c can promise 
them no snpoiionij .ibmc the neiulihoujing jmt cr^ vdiith do 
not nov^ ])0S5css, ve a'^sumc not (he pio\mec of adjusting (lie 
boundaiies of dominion oi of deciding con(c„-(rd lilies ucpjonn«c 
only the pi carnal mn of quii t, air* l! c cslnbliahnicnl of'-afclv 
But the Ficnch, inv Lonk, oppose u viih oihri aiginncnt', ar- 
guments uhich indeed jerenc their foiri Inmi fol'r and eicdulitj , 
but whit moie poi^eiful assist'^nrc can lie df-uofi' 'Ilicj jnoimsc 
not mcic urged ne .advantages, not an ccmplion fiom remote op- 
pirssion, 01 an escape iiom tlavcnq v.hicli, .is it v.i? jrt ncvci felt, 
lb veiy little dicadcd j they oflei an immcdialc augmentation of do- 
minion, and an c .tension of pouci , tlicj propose new traths of 
commcicG, and open new sources of uc.-’ltli , they n vite confeder- 
acies, not foi deionce, but for conquests , foi conquests to be di- 
Mded among the pov.cis by ^\hosc union they shall be made 

Let it not theicforc be objected, my Lords, to oiu minister’s, or 
our ncgoti.atoie, tliat the Ficnch obtain moie mflucncc tlian they , 
that they aic moie easily listened to, or moie icadily believed for 
while such is the condition of in.anKind, Ih.at uliaf is dcsiicd is c.asdy 
credited, while profit is more powerful than reason, the Ficnch elo- 
quence will frequently pievail. 

Whethei, myLoids, our seeming w. ant of success m the v.ir with 
Spam adiT’ts of as e.asy a solution, my drgirc of knoa ledge in uiih- 
tary affairs does not enable me to deter mine An laounl of this 
paitof oui conduct IS to be e\pccled liom the Commiss’onois of tlic 
Admiralty, by whom, I doubt not, but such lea^ons v’all be a‘"bigncd 
for all the operations of oui naval foiccs, and siuli vindications of- 
feied of all those me.asmes, which have been hitlicito iinjnited too 
pi ccipitately to negligcnre, cowardice, oi tieathciy, as will satisfy 
those who hav'c been most vehement in (hen ccnsuics 

But because it does not seem to me veiy difficult to aj)olog] 7 e foi 
those miscaiiiages vvhicii hav e occasioned the loudest complaints, I 
will lay before your Loidships what I hav e been .able to collect fiom 
enqiiuy, or to conjecture fiom obseivation, and doubt not but it 
Will easily appea that nothing has been omitted from any apparent 
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their impropiiety, it will be piopcr to substitute another plan of 
opeiation, of which the success maybe moie piobable To me, my 
Loids, the loss of some of our mcicantile vessels shows only the dis- - 
piopoition between the numbei of our ships of war, and the extent 
of the sea, which is a region too vast to be complcatly gauisoned, 
and of which the fiequenteis must inevitably be subject to the sud- 
den incursions of subtle loveis 

The disposition of our squadions has been such, as was doubtless 
dictated by the most acute sagacity, and the most enlightened cx- 
penence The squadion which was appointed to guaid oui coasts 
has been iidicpled as an useless cxpence , and itsfiequcnt cxcuisions 
and retains, without any mcmoiable attempt, have given occasion 
to endless lailleiy, and incessant exclamations of wondei and con- 
tempt But it IS to be considcied, my Loids, that the enemies of 
this nation, eithei seciet oi declared, Ixid poweiful squadions in 
many poits of the jMediteunnean, which, had they known that 
oui coasts weie without defence, might have issued out on a sudden, 
and have appealed unexpectedly m our channel, from whence they 
might have laid oui towns in luin, entered our docks, burnt up all 
oui preparations for future expeditions, earned into slavery the in- 
habitants of oui villages, and left the maiitime provinces of this 
kingdom in a state of genei al desolation 

Out of this squadion, howevei necessary, there was yet a rein- 
foi cement of five ships oidered to assist Haddock, that he might be 
enabled to oppose the designs of the Spaniaids, though assisted by 
their French confederates, v;hom it is known that he was so far 
from favouring, that he was stationed befoie Baicelona to block 
them up Why he departed from that poi t, and upon what motives 
of pohey, 01 maxims of wai, he suffeied the Spaniaids to piosecute 
their scheme, he only is able to infoim us. 

That the Spaniards have not at least been spared by design, is 
evident fiom then suffenngs in this war, which have been much 
greater than ours Many of our ships have indeed been snatched 
up by the rapacity of private adventuiers, whom the ardour df in- 
teiest had made vigilant, and whose celenty of pursuit, as well as 
flight, enables them to take the adv antage of the situation of their 
own poits, ?nd those of their friends But as none of oui ships 
have been denied como}s, I know not how the loss of them can be 
imputed to the mmistiy , and if any of those who sailed under the. 
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■upon (lisarlvantageous conditions, and winch will be withdrawn 
from us whenever we shall need it, we ought therefoie to collect 
oui own foice, and show the w'oild how little w’c stand in need of 
assistance, and how little we Iiaie to feai Horn the most poweilul of 
OUI enemies 

Oui countiy, my Loids, seems designed by natuie to subsist with- 
out any dependance on otnci nations, and by a steady and resolute 
zmpiovement of these advantages with which Pi evidence has bless- 
ed it, maj bid defiance to m«nkind , it might become, by the ex- 
tension ot our commeice, the gcneial centci at whicli the wealth 
of the whole earth might be collected together, and from whence it 
might be issued upon piopei occasions, foi the diffusion of libeity, 
the lepiessioh ofmsolence, and the preservation of peace 

But this gloiy, and tins influence, my Loids, must aiise fiom 
-domestiek felicity, and domcstick felicity can only be pioduced by 
'a mutual confidence betw'cen the go\einmcnt and the people 
Wheie the gmeinoia distiust the affections of then subjects, they 
will not be \ery solicitous to advance then happiness, for who wall 
endeavour to encieasc that wealth which will, as he believes, be em- 
ployed against him^ Noi will the subjects cheai fully concui even 
with the necessaiy measuics of then governors, whose general de- 
signs they conceive to be contiary to the pnblick intciest, because 
any tempoiaiy success oi accidental icpulation, will only dazzle the 
6568 of the multitude while their hbeities aie stolen away 

This confidence, my Loids, must be piomoted where it exists, 
and legained where it is lost, by the open admimstiation of justice, 
by impartial enquines into publick tiansactions, by the exaltation of 
those whose wisdom and biaveiy has advanced the publick leputa- 
tion, or encreased the happiness of the nation, and the censure of 
those, howeier elate with digmties, 01 sunounded with dependants, 
who, by their unskilfulness oi dishonesty, have eitliei embairassed 
then country 01 betiayed it. 

Foi this leason, niy Loid®, it is m ray opinion necessai'y to gia- 
tify the nation, at the piesent ]uncture, with the piospect of those 
measmes, without winch no people can leasonably be satisfied, and 
to pacify then resentment of past injuiies, and quiet then appre- 
hensions of futuie miseiies, by a possibility at least, that they may 
see the authois of all oui miscaiiiages called to a tiial m open^dav. 
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When iliey had for a ]ong time sunfcicd oin tiacling ^c^^tcls to be 
tei/>Dd in sigld of oui oun ports, when they liad di-^patdicd fleet? 
into tlie Mcditcn ancan, only to he exposed to the injuries of the 
weathci, and to sad fioin one coast to another, only to shov- that 
they had no hostile intentions, ,ind that thev were fitted out by the 
friends of the Spaniards, only to amuse and exhaust the nation, 
they at length thought it ncccssaiy to lull the impatience of the 
people, who began to discoici that they had hitherto been harassed 
with taxes and impi esses to no jmrpo'c, by the appearance of a new 
effort foi the subjection of the enemy', and to diicrt, by the expec- 
tations which an army and a fleet naturally raise, any clamours at 
their past conduct 

■Poi tins end, having cnteicd into their usual consultations, they 
pi ejected an expedition into Amciica, for which they laiscd fortes 
and piocured transpoits, with all the pomp of picparation foi the 
conquest of half the continent, not so much to ahnn the Spaniards, 
which I conccnc but a sccondaiy view, as to fill the people of Bri- 
tain with amusing pio«pccts ofgicat atchieicmcnls, of the addition 
of new' dominions to this cinpiic, and an ample reparation for all 
then damages. 

Thus piovidcd with foices suflTicient in appearance for tins mighty 
entcrpiise, they ernbailcccl them after many delays, and dismissed 
them to then fate, h.iving fust disposed then regulations in sucli a 
manner, that it was impossible that they should meet ivith succes'= 

I can call youi Loidships to w'ltncss, tliat this impossibility was 
not discovered by me aftei the event, foi I foi et old in tins House, 
that their designs so conducted, must evidently miscany 
Nor was this piediction, my Lords, the cCTcct of any uncommon 
sagacity, oi any accidental conjectuic on future consequences which 
happened to be right, for to any man who has had oppoitunitics 
of observing that knowledge m war is necessaiy to success, and ex- 
perience IS the foundation of knowledge, it was sufiiciently plain 
that our forces must be repulsed 

The forces sent into America, my Lords, w'ere newly raised, 
placed under the direction of officers not less ignorant than them- 
selves, and commanded by a man who never had commanded any 
troops befoie, and who, however laudably he might have discharged 
the duty of a captain, was wholly unacquainted with the province of 
a general 
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the pieseivation of that august House, to whose alliance w'e are 
perhaps indebted ibr the presenation of our religion and our liber- 
ties, and to which all Europe must have recourse for shelter from 
the oppression of France. 

When this formidable body of men was assembled, my Lords, and 
reviewed, they were pei haps found too graceful and too well sorted 
to be exposed to the dangers of a battle, and the same tenderness 
that has so long preserved our own forces from any other field than 
the Paik, might lescue them from the fatigues of accompanying 
4he active hussais in their incursions, or the steady Austrians in 
their conflicts 

Whatever was the reason, my Lords, it is certain that they have 
been reseived for other opportunities of signalizing their courage, 
and they slept in quiet, and fattened upon the wealth of Britain, 
while the enemies of our lUustiious, magnanimous, and unfortunate 
ally, entered her teriitones without opposition, marched through 
them uninterrupted, and rathei took possession than made con- 
quests 

' That in this condition of her affairs, the Queen would refuse an 
offer of 12,000 men, that when she was driven from one countiy 
to another, attended by an army scaiccly sufficient to form a flying 
camp, she would not gladly have accepted a reinforcement so pow- 
erful, let those believe, my Lords, who have yet never been deceived 
by ministenal faith 

The real designs of the ministry, my Lords, are sufficiently obvi- 
ous , nor is there any thing more certain, than that they had in requir- 
ing this mock assistance for the Queen of Hungary, no other design, 
than that of raising her expectations only to deceive them , and to 
divert her, by confidence in then preparations, from having recourse 
to more efficacious expedients, that she might become, without re- 
sistance, the slave of France 

For this purpose they determined to succour her with forces la- 
ther than With money , because many reasons might be pretended, 
by which the march of the forces might be retarded, but the 
money, my Lords, when granted, must have been more speedily 
remitted 

At dost the Queen, weary with delays, and undoubtedly sufficient- 
ly infoimed of those designs, which are now, however generally disr 
covered, confidently denied, desired a supply of monev, which might 



454 


DEBAl’E ON 


Dec. 4. 


least ^Ye are in haste to approve them, lest enquirj should discover 
their tendency too plainly to leave us the poivei of applauding them, 
without an open declaration of our own impotence, or disiegaid for 
the welfaie of the pubhek 

The complaints of the people are alieady clamorous, and their 
discontent open and unneisal, and surely the loice of the people 
oU2:ht at least to awake us to an examination of their condition 
And though we should not immediately condemn those whom they 
censure and detest, as the authors of their miseiies, ive ought at 
least to pay so much regaid to the accusation of the whole commu- 
nity, as not to 1 eject it without enquiry, as a suspicion mciely 
chimeiical 

Whether these complaints and suspicions, my Loi ds, proceed fi om 
real injuries and imminent dangers, oi from false accusations and 
groundless terrors, they equally deserve the attention of this House, 
whose great caie is the happiness of the people people equally 
worthy of jour tenderness and legaid, whethei they aie betiayed by 
one party or another , whether they aie plundeied by the advocates 
of the administiation, undei pietcnce of suppoiting the govern- 
ment, or affrighted with umcasonable clamours by the opponents of 
the court, undex the specious appearance of piotecting Lheity 
The people, my Ixirds, aie in either case equally miserable, and de- 
serve equally to be lescued fiom distiess 

By what method, my Lords, can this be effected, but by some 
pubhek assuiance from this House, that the transactions of the na- 
tion shall no longei be concealed in impenctiable scciecy , that mea- 
suies shall be no longei approied wrthout examination j that pub- 
hek evils shall be traced to their causes , and ^hat disgrace, wdiich 
they haie hitheito bi ought upon the pubhek, shall fall for the fu- 
ture only upon the authois of them ^ 

Of giving this assurance, and of quieting by it the clamours of 
the iieople, clamours v/liich, whether just or not, aie too foimid- 
able to be slighted, and loo loud not to be heard, w'e have now the 
most piopei opportunity befoie us. The address which the practice 
of our ancestors requires us to make to his Msyesty, may give us oc- 
casion of expressing at once our loyalty to the crown, and oui fide- 
lity to our country, our zeal for the honour of our sovereign, and 
our legard for the happuiess of the people 
Dor this purpose it is necessary that, as w^e preserve the practice 
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tice for some reigns be pleaded in its defence^ for nothing- is more 
worthy of the dignity of this House, than to prevent the multipli-* 
cation of dangerous precedents That a custom manifestly injun- 
ous to the pubUck has continued long, is the stiongest reason for 
breaking it, because it acquires every yeai new authority and greater 
veneration if when a nation is alaimed and distracted, a custom of 
twenty yeais is not to be infiinged, it may in twenty years moie be 
so firmly established, that many may think it necessary to be sup- 
ported, even when those calamities are incontestably felt, which 
perhaps now are only feared 

I shall theiefoie, my Loids, propose, that of the address moved 
for, all be left out but the fiist pai agrapb , it will then be more con- 
sistent with the honour of j'our Lordahips, with om regal d for the 
people, and with oui duty to the ciown, and hope no Loid will 
refuse his concunence 

Lord Hardwicke rose next, and spoke to the following eflect . 
— My Lords, upon an attentive consideration of the address now 
proposed, 1 am not able to discover any objections which can justly 
hindei the unanimous concuirencc of this assembly, since thcie is 
not any proposition contained in it either dangeious or uncertain. 

The noble Lords who haie opposed this motion with the most 
ardent vehemence, are veiy far from denymg what is asserted in it; 
they readily grant that designs are conceited by many foiinidable 
poweis against the House of Austria, and that the consequences of 
the luin of that family must extend to the utmost parts of Europe, 
and endanger the liberties of Britain itself, that the powei of 
France will then be without a rival, and that she may afterwards 
gratify her ambition without fear and without dangei. 

Nor IS it, my Lords, less obvious in itself, or less generally allow- 
ed, that this IS a time which demands the most active vigoui, the 
most invaiiable unanimity, and the most diligent dispatch , that 
nothing can inteirupt the course of our common enemies but the 
v/isest counsels, and the most resolute opposition , and that upon our 
conduct at this great conjuncture may piobably depend the happi- 
ness and liberty of ourselves, our allies, and our posterity. 

All this, my Loi ds, is allowed to be apparently and indisputably 
true, I am therefore at a loss to conceive what can be the occasion 
of the debate in which some of your Lordships have engaged As 
the causes of the calamities wluch are said to threaten us are not 
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defence, because the discussion of a question so complicated must 
necessaiily lequiremnch time, and because I think it not so useful 
to enquire how v,e were involved in our present difficulties, as by 
what means we may be eictricated from them 

The method by which weak states aic made strong, and by 
which those that are already powei ful, are enabled to exert their 
strength with efficacy, is the promotion of union, and the abolition 
of all suspicions by which the people may be incited to a distrust of 
then sovereign, oi the soieieign prmokcd to a disregaid of his 
people 'Vt'ith this view^, my Loids, all addresses ought to bediawn 
tip, and this consideration will be sufficient to restrain us fiom any 
innot ations at a time like this 

If it should begianted, my Lords, that the anticnt method were 
bsttei adapted to the gencial intention of addresses, more corre- 
spondent to the digmty of this House, and liable to fewei income- 
mences than that which later tunes liaie intioduccd, yet it will not 
follow that w'e can now safely change it 

Nothing in the w’hole doctrine of politicks is better known, than 
that theie are times w'hen the ledicss of grievances imetcratc and 
customary is not to be attempted , times when the utmost care is 
barely sufficient to ai'crt e\ti erne calamities, and prevent a total dis- 
solution, and in which the consideration of lighter evils must not 
be suffeied to inteirupt more important counsels, oi divert that at- 
tention w'hich the preseiwation of the state necessarily demands 
Such, my Lords, is the present time, even by the confession 
of those who have opposed the motion, and of whom therefore it 
maj be reasonably demanded, why they waste these important hours 
m debates upon forms and words ’ 

For that only foiras and words have produced the debate, must 
be apparent, even to themselves, when the feivoui of controversy 
shall have slackened , when that vehemence, with which the most 
moderate are sometimes transported, and that acrimony, which 
candour itself cannot alwaj's forbear, shall give way to reflection and 
to reason That the danger is piessing, and that pressing dangers 
mquire expedition and unanimity, they willingly grant , and what 
more is asserted m the address ^ 

That any Lord should be unwilling to concur in the customaiy 
expressions of thankfulness and duty to his Majesty, or in acknow- 
ledgements of that regard for this assembly with which he asks our 
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appear to please themseEcs ^vlth declamations in its praise, and re- 
solutions foi its defence , and who nei er speak of the French with- 
out i“ige and detestation 

If on this occasion, my T^rds, ivc should give any suspicion of 
unusual discontenl, what could be concluded but that wre are un- 
willing any longei to embaii*ass oursches with remote considera- 
tions, to load this nation with taxes for the presenation of the nghts 
ot other soveicigns, and to haraid armic-s in the defence of the con- 
tinent 5 What can our allies think, but that we are at present weary 
of thebuithensomc and expensne honour of holding the balance of 
powei in our bands, arc content to lesign the unquiet pi ounce of 
the aihiteis of Europe, and propose to confine onr caie lienccfor- 
waid to oui immediate interest, and shut up oursches in our 
ow’n island ^ 

That tins is the real design of any of those noble Lords ivho ha^e 
opposed the motion, I do not intend to insinuate for I doubt not 
but they believe the general inteiest both of this nation and its al- 
lies, most hhely to be piomotcd by the method of address which 
they' lecommend, since they declare that they do not think our state 
desperate, and confess the importance ot the affairs on which we arc 
required by his Majesty to deliberate, to be such, that nothing ought 
to repress our endeav ours but impossibility of success 

Such IS the knowledge and expsiiencc of those noble Lords, that 
the hopes which I had formed of seemg the destructive attempts of 
the French once more defeated, and power restored again to that 
equipoise which is necessaiy to the continuance of tranquillity' and 
happiness, have leceived new strength fiom their concurrence, and 
I shall now hear with less solicitude the threats of France 

That the French, my Lords, are not invincible, the noble Duke 
who spoke last has often experienced , nor is there any reason for 
miagimng that they are now moie formidable than when we cn- 
counteied them in the fields of Blenheim and Ramillics Nothing 
is requisite but a fiun union among those princes who are immedi- 
ately in danger fiom then encroachments, to reduce them to with- 
draw their forces from the countries of their neighbours, and quit, 
for the defence of their ovvm territories, their schemes of bestowing 
empiies, and dividing dominions 

That such an union is now cultivated, we have been infoimed by 
his Majesty, whose endeavours will probably be successful, however 
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Address therefore ought to be considered as apubhek record, and to 
be diawn up, to inform the nation, not to mislead our Sovereign. 

The address now pioposcd, is indeed equally indefensible to 
whomsoever it may be supposed to rclatc If it icspccts the peo- 
ple, it can only diive them to dcspaii , if it be confined to the Soic- 
reign, our advice, not our panegyric, is now icquircd, and Euiopc 
is to be preseived fiom rum, not by oui eloquence, but oui sin- 
centy Respect to his Majesty, my Louis, will be best shown by 
piescriing his influence in other nations, and his authority in his 
own empire This can only be done by showing him how the one 
has been impaired, and how the othci may be in lime cndangeicd 

By addi esses like this which is now pioposed, my Lord*;, luis his 
Majesty been bctiaycd into an inadvertent apjirobation of incasuic*; 
pernicious to the nation, and dishonoui able to himself, and will now 
be kept ignorant of the dc 5 pic<ible conduct of the uai, the ticach- 
C10U3 connivance at the descent of the Spaniaids tipon the domi- 
nions of the Queen of Hungary, and the contempt with which eiciy 
nation of the continent has hcaid of the ncutiahty lately concluded 
By addi esses like this, my Loids, have the rights of the nation been 
silently given up, and the invadeis of liberty, and Molators of our 
laws preserved fiom prosecution, by such addi esses ha\e our 
monaichs been mined at one tune, and our country enslaied at 
another 

Loid I-Iarhingion spoke ne\t, in the following manner — My 
Lords, it IS necessary to explain that ticaty of neutiahty which has 
been mentioned by some Loids as an act to the last dcgiee shame- 
ful, an act by which the nation has been dislionouied, and the gene- 
ral liberties of Euiope haie been betrayed, a lepiesentation so dis- 
tant fiom the tiuth, that it can only be imputed to uant of infor- 
mation 

This tieaty of neutrality, my Lords, is so far from being lepioach- 
ful to this nation, that it has no lelation to it, being made by Ins 
Majesty not m the chaiactei of Emperoi of Biitain, but Electoi of 
Hanover , nor is any thing stipulated by it but secuiity of the domi- 
nions of Hanoi er fiom tlic invasion of the Fiench, for a single 
year 

What part of this tiansaction, my Lords, can be supposed to fall 
under the cognizance of this assembly ’ Oi with what pi opiiety can 
it be mentioned m oui debates, oi produce an argument on eithei 
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negotiations managed nilh dcxteiifj oi noakness^ but whclbci ue 
shall offer to his Majesty the address pioposed. 

In this addiess, my Loids, it has ncicr jet been proted that any 
assertions are contained cithci false, oi uiictrfain in thcm®ches, or 
contrarj^ to the dignity of this assembh , Hut any act of coisardice 
or treacheiy, any crime, oi any crior, uill be secured bj itfiomdc- 
tcetion and fiom pumshmenl 

Tliat this, my Lords, may appeal more plainlj', I move that the 
motion maj be lead , nor do I doubt but that the question will, by 
a rlosei examination, be speedily decided 

[The motion being again lead, in ordei to put the question,] 
Lord Batiiuhst spolce to the effect following I\Iv Ixirds, I 
know not %vhy the noble Loid should expect, that by ic,iding the 
motion, a moie spccdj determination of the question would be pio- 
duced for if the lepeated consideration of it opeiafes upon the 
minds of the Loids that have opposed it in the same manner as upon 
mine, it will only confirm then opinion, and stiengthen their reso- 
lution 

We are requiied, my Isolds, to join in an address of thanks to his 
Majesty for his endeavours to inainlain the balance of power , in an 
address, that implies a falsehood open and indisputable, and which 
Will therefore only make us contemptible to oui icllow -subjects, our 
allies, and oui enemies 

What IS meant, my Loids, by (he balance of power, but subh a 
distribution of dominion, as may keep the soveieign powers in mu- 
tual dread of each othei, and by consequence preseuc peace, such 
an equality of stiength between one piince, oi one confcdcracj , and 
anothei, that the hazard ot wai shall be iieaily equal on each side ^ 
But which of your Lordships will aifirm, that this is now the* state 
of Europe 

It IS evident, my Lords, that the Ficnch aie far fiom imagining 
that there is now any powei which can be put m the balance against, 
then own, and theiefoie distiibute kingdoms by capnee, and exalt 
Emperors upon their own teims 

It IS evident, that the continuance of the balance of powcius not 
now to be perceived by its natuial consequences, tianquillity and 
liberty , the whole continent is now in confusion, laid w'aste by the 
ravages of armies, subject to one soveieign to-day, and to-monow 
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ansA^'er, thit all which can be said nith liuth is contained m it, and 
that flattery and falsehood wcie not consistent with the dignity of 
the Lords of Biitam 

I hope, my Lords, some one amongst ns would cvplain to his 
Majesty the deceiiey as well as the intcgnty of our conduct, and in- 
form him that we haie hinted our discontent in the most icspcctful 
mannei , and ivhere there was sufficient loom foi the loudest cen- 
sure, have satisfied ourselves witli modest silence, with a mere 
negation of applause 

Should we, my Louis, m opposition to the complaints of our 
countiymen, to tlie lepieseniations of our allies, and all the convic- 
tion which our reason can admit, oi our senses produce, continue 
to act this faice of approbation, what can his Majesty conceive, but 
that those measures which w'c applaud, ought to be prosecuted 
as the most effectual and safe' And what consequence but total 
rum can arise fiom the piosecution of measuics by which we are 
already leducod to penuiy and contempt ’ 

Lord Cholmondeley spoke ne\t to the following purpose — 
My Lords, it is nev er w ithout grief and w ondcr that I hear any 
suspicion insinuated of injustice oi impropiictj in his hlajcsty’s 
measures, of whose wasdom and goodness I have so much know- 
ledge, as to affiim wath the utmost confidence, that he is bcttci 
acquainted than any Lord m this Assembly with the present state of 
Europe , so that he is more able to judge by w-hat methods ti-anquil- 
lity may be re-established , and that he pui-sucs the best methods 
with the utmost puiaty of intention, and the most incessant dili- 
gence and application 

That thejustest intentions may be sometimes defeated, and the 
wisest endeavours fail of success, I shall readily grant , but it will 
not follow that we ought not to acknowledge that wisdom and in- 
tegrity which is exerted in the prosecution of our interest, oi that 
we ouglit not to be grateful for the benefits which were sincerely 
intended, though not actually leceived 

The wisdom of his Majesty’s counsels, my Lords, is not suffici- 
ently admired, because the difficulties which he has to encountei arc 
not known, or not observed Upon his Majesty, my Loids, lies the 
task of teaching the poweis of the continent to prefer their real 
to their seeming interest, and to disregaid, for the sake of distant 
tappmess, immediate acquisitions and certain advantages His 
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Alajcsly u cntlcarotjring <o unite in the support of the P/agmatick 
Sanction those powers whose dominions uil! be. enlar^d bj the 
Tiohtion of It and whom Trince bribes to her interest with the 
spoils of Austna and who can wonder that succe s is not easj m 
attempts like thisf 

In such raco-urcs we ought doubtless to endeavour to animate hr* 
JLijotv by an address at least not less c\prc^«n c of duty and respect 
than those arhjch he has been nceu lomcil to receive and there 
fore I shall concur mth the noble Lordi wlio made '•nil supported 
the motion 

[The question on a dmsion pa iM in the nffirmatire Con 
tent S') hot content 43 ] 
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